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P R E F A C E  

The per iod  of 1839 t o  1860 marked a  t u r n i n g  poin t  i n  
Russ ia ' s  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  Cen t r a l  Asia. It was dur ing  t h i s  t ime frame 
t h a t  d ip lomat ic  endeavors dr iven  by economic, s c i e n t i f i c  and m i l i -  
t a r y  cons idera t ions  marked t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  of t h e  expans ionis t  po l i -  
c i e s  of t he  1860s. Perhaps t h e  most i n f l u e n t i a l  i nd iv idua l  i n  t h e  
chain of events  marking t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  t he  use of m i l i t a r y  fo r ce  
f o r  subver t ing  Cen t r a l  As ia ' s  i n t e r e s t s  t o  those of Russia  was N.P. 
Igna t iev .  

This  book descr ibes  one of t h e  l i n k s  i n  t h i s  chain of 
events  - a  d ip lomat ic  mission l ed  by I g n a t i e v  t o  t h e  khanates  of 
Khiva and Bukhara i n  1858. Coming nea r  t he  end of t he  khanates '  
independency, t he  Mission 's  purpor t ive  economic and s c i e n t i f i c  
i n v e s t i g a t i v e  ob j ec t i ve s  played a  secondary r o l e  t o  I g n a t i e v ' s  p r i -  
mary concern f o r  ga the r ing  information t o  be u l t ima te ly  used f o r  t h e  
conquest of Cen t r a l  Asia. 

The major i ty  of t h i s  book c o n s i s t s  of t he  abridged memoirs 
of I gna t i ev ' s  1858 Mission t o  Khiva and Bukhara i n  Cen t r a l  Asia  
which I have t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  Engl i sh  from the  o r i g i n a l  Russian. 
I g n a t i e v  wrote  these  memoirs almost f o r t y  years  a f t e r  t he  event  i n  
1897 (Missiia v Khivu i Bukham v 1858 godu, St .  Pe te rsburg ,  1897). 
He f e l t  t he  need t o  s e t  t he  record  s t r a i g h t  regarding h i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  
accomplishment i n  Cent ra l  Asia a f t e r  a  long ca r ee r  i n  government. 
His memoirs make f a s c i n a t i n g  reading,  f o r  they combine danger,  
i n t r i g u e ,  excitement and humor. They a l s o  provide an important h i s -  
t o r i c a l  foo tnote  f o r  understanding t he  environment and menta l i ty  of 
~ u s s i a ' s  fo re ign  po l i cy  toward Cent ra l  Asia. 
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INTRODUCTION 

C e n t r a l  A s i a  h a s  had a s  l o n g  a  p e r i o d  o f  r e c o r d e d  h i s t o r y  
as  any a r e a  on t h e  globe.  Moslem expans ion  reached  t h e  a r e a  i n  t h e  
7th cen tu ry  and from t h e n  on t h e  dominant r e l i g i o n  was I s l am.  
Communicating w i t h  t h e  Medi te r ranean  wor ld  th rough  Arab c o n t a c t s ,  i t  
produced b r i l l i a n t  s c h o l a r s  such a s  Avicenna (980-1037 AD) and Ulug 
Beg (1394-1449 AD), t h e  famous as t ronomer  and grandson of Tamarlane 
who d i e d  i n  1405. On t h e  eve of t h e  Mongol i n v a s i o n s  ( c .  1220 AD) a  
s t a t e  c a l l e d  Khorezm j u s t  s o u t h  of t h e  A r a l  Sea  was e x p e c t i n g  a  
P e r s i a n  i n v a s i o n  a t  t h e  same t ime  t h e  Mongols under  Genghis Khan 
were a t t a c k i n g  from t h e  E a s t .  With t h e  d e f e a t  of Khorezm and t h e  
r e s t  of t h e  Middle E a s t  t h e  Mongols s e c u r e d  t r a d e  r o u t e s  between t h e  
Medi terranean and China.  The P o l o s '  j ou rney  th rough  C e n t r a l  A s i a  
(1270s) gave Europe i t s  f i r s t  r e a l  knowledge of t h e  o a s e s .  A s  long  
a s  t h e  Mongols were i n  c o n t r o l  o f  China ( u n t i l  1368) a  l i v e l y  t r a n s -  
Asian caravan t r a d e  ensued.  The " s i l k  rou te"  passed  th rough  Khiva,  
Bukhara and Kashgar.  Marco P o l o  h a s  l e f t  b r i l l i a n t  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of 
t h e s e  towns which a r e  among t h e  o l d e s t  c o n t i n u o u s l y  s e t t l e d  c i t i e s  i n  
t h e  world.  Excava t ions  i n  Bukhara d a t e  t h e  town from 500 BC. These  
f i x e d  l o c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  mids t  o f  a  g i a n t  d e s e r t  and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  t o  t h e  Russ ian  Empire b e f o r e  annexa t ion  a r e  t h e  p o i n t s  of 
i n t e r e s t  f o r  t h e s e  memoirs. 

From a n c i e n t  t imes  t h e  c i t y  of Bukhara l a y  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  
of t h e  Zeravshan Rive r .  The world  knows b u t  few c i t i e s  which 
possess  such a  h o s t  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  monuments hav ing  a  h e r i t a g e  of 
s o  many c e n t u r i e s  a s  does Bukhara. They r e p r e s e n t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  cu l -  
t u r e  and a r t  of s o  many d i f f e r e n t  p e r i o d s .  One of t h e  c i t y ' s  o l d e s t  
s t r u c t u r e s  i s  t h e  Ark C i t a d e l ,  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  of t h e  r u l e r s  of 
Bukhara, d a t i n g  back t o  t h e  f i r s t  mi l l en ium BC. Khiva t o  t h e  n o r t h  
of Bukhara haa a s  i n c r e d i b l e  a  h i s t o r y  a s  Bukhara. By t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  
cen tu ry  bo th  t h e s e  o a s i s  towns had a t t a i n e d  semi-independent s t a t u s .  
Khiva was r u l e d  by a  Khan i n d i c a t i n g  i t s  Mongol i n h e r i t a n c e .  The 
r u l e r  of Bukhara was c a l l e d  an Emir a  r u l e r  supposed ly  descended 
from Mohammed. I n  Russian and European h i s t o r i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  t h e  
term khanate  i s  a p p l i e d  t o  bo th .  A t h i r d  khana te ,  Kokand, a l s o  had 
an i l l u s t r i o u s  h i s t o r y .  Located i n  t h e  l u s c i o u s  Ferghana V a l l e y  i t  
had produced Babur (1480-1530) who founded t h e  Moghul Dynasty i n  
I n d i a .  I n  t h e  beg inn ing  of t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  Kokand was a b l e  t o  con- 
quer  Tashken t ,  a  ve ry  impor tan t  t r a d e  c e n t e r  s i t u a t e d  on an o a s i s .  

I n  t h e  e a r l y  19 th  c e n t u r y  C e n t r a l  A s i a  had a  p o p u l a t i o n  of 
about f o u r  m i l l i o n ;  by 1850 t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  had i n c r e a e e d  t o  f i v e  
m i l l i o n .  The Khanate of Bukhara (which i n c l u d e d  t h e  c i t y  a s  w e l l  a s  
much o u t l y i n g  t e r r i t o r y )  h e l d  t h r e e  m i l l i o n  peop le .  The Khanate of 
Khiva had 500,000 p o p u l a t i o n  c l u s t e r e d  about  t h e  o a s e s  and r i v e r  



va l l eys .  The major r i v e r s  were t he  Amu and Syr  Darya, Zeravshan, 
Kashka Darya and Surkhan Darya. Large c i t i e s  included Tashkent 
(60,000), Bukhara (70,000), c i t y  of Kokand (30,000) and Samarkand 
(30,000) loca ted  i n  t he  Bukhara Khanate. The major p a r t  of Central  
Asia was covered wi th  de se r t  and mountains where nomadic t r i b e s  
herded f l ocks  of sheep, c a t t l e  and camels. 

E t h n i c a l l y  t h e  a r e a  was a  po lyglo t .  I n  t h e  Khanate of 
Bukhara l i ved  Uzbeks, Tadzhiks and Turkmens. I n  Kokand one would 
have found Uzbeks, Tadzhiks, Kazakhs and Kirghiz .  I n  Khiva were 
l oca t ed  Uzbeks , Turkmen, Kazakhs and Karakalpaks. However, through- 
ou t  t h e  c i t i e s  Pe r s i ans  ( S a r t s ) ,  Jews and Arabs who had emigrated 
from I n d i a  and China were t h e  t r a d e r s ,  merchants and bankers.  

Livestocking,  a g r i c u l t u r e  and f r u i t  growing were t h e  main 
occupations. Cotton and s i l k  f a b r i c s  were manufactured i n  t h e  major 
c i t i e s  and had becom i n  t h e  18 th  century important sources of t r ade  
wi th  t he  Middle Eas t  and l a t e r  t he  Russian Empire. 

Cen t r a l  Asia was r i c h  i n  resources.  One could f i n d  s i l v e r ,  
copper,  i r on  and petroleum. However, because of p r imi t i ve  opera- 
t i o n s  i t  was cheaper t o  import metals  from Russia .  

There was grea t  p o l i t i c a l  unres t  i n  t h e  region.  Bukhara 
and Khiva had h o s t i l e  r e l a t i o n s  r i g h t  up t o  t he  time of Russian 
annexation i n  t he  1860s. Bukhara and Kokand were a t  war i n  1858 
when I g n a t i e v  a r r i ved .  The E m i r  of Bukhara attempted t o  r e s t o r e  h i s  
power on t h e  l e f t  bank of t h e  Amu Darya and t o  suppress  an indepen- 
dence movement emanating from Shakhr i s iab  (formerly Kesh) oa s i s .  I n  
Kokand d i f f e r e n t  groups v ied  f o r  power continuously. Tashkent 
attempted t o  throw of f  t he  Kokand yoke a f t e r  i t s  de fea t .  I n  Kokand 
e t h n i c  d i f f e r ences  produced wars between t he  Uzbeks and Kirghiz .  I n  
t he  Khanate of Khiva a  never-ending s t r u g g l e  ensued between t h e  
Uzbek and Turkmen landowners. Throughout t he  18th and 19th cen- 
t u r i e s  t h e  t h r e e  khanates were kept  from complete anarchy only by 
t he  c rue l  and oppressive r u l e  of t he  khans. 

I n  t he  p o l i t i c a l  realm t h e  khanates  represen ted  t he  typ i -  
c a l  feuda l ,  A s i a t i c  despotism. The khans'  power was l im i t ed  by no 
law o the r  than t he  Koran. A l l  t h r ee  of t he  dynas t ies :  t he  Mangyt 
i n  Bukhara, Kungrad i n  Khiva and Ming i n  Kokand were of Uzbek 
n a t i o n a l i t y .  (1) 

Any attempt a t  economic improvement met with s e r i ous  
d i f f i c u l t i e s .  Heavy t axes  were l a i d  on t he  people p r o h i b i t i n g  any 
surp lus  investment i n  developing indus t ry .  However, by t he  begin- 
n ing  of the  19th century t h e r e  was a  switch from a t a x  i n  kind t o  
money and t h i s  s t imula ted  a  moderate expansion of t r ade .  Cen t r a l  
Asian merchants began v i s i t i n g  t he  annual f a i r s  a t  Nizhni-Novgorod 
on t he  Volga, Petropavlovsk and T ro i t sk .  ( 2 )  Trade was c a r r i e d  on 
a l s o  with I r a n ,  Afghanistan and China. Before t he  1830s t r a d e  with 
Russia was eporadic. No l ega l  t r e a t i e s  guaranteed r i g h t s  t o  t r a d e r s  
because diplomatic  r e l a t i o n s  had not been e s t ab l i shed  between t he  
Russian Empire and t he  khanates on a formal b a s i s .  A l l  k inds of 
obs t ac l e s  s tood i n  the  way of p r o f i t a b l e  t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s .  The prob- 
lem of t a r i f f  r egu l a t i ons ,  t he  rou tes  t h a t  the  caravans had 
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follow and t he  f a c t  t h a t  non-Moslem merchants were no t  permi t ted  t o  
t rade  i n  t he  Khanates - t he se  and more obs t ac l e s  made t r a d e  
d i f f i c u l t .  

Another f a c t o r  l i m i t i n g  t h e  khanates '  economic connections 
with T s a r i s t  Russia  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  nomads roamed the  d e s e r t  sepa- 
r a t i ng  t he  khanates  from Russia.  The U s t - U r t  P l a t e a u  which 
surrounds t h e  Aral  Sea was an a r e a  i nhab i t ed  by Kazakhs. The 
Kazakhs who were c a l l e d  Kirghiz  i n  t h e  19th century were d iv ided  
i n t o  t h r ee  groups ( z h u z y ) .  The L i t t l e  Horde l i v e d  t h e  c l o s e s t  t o  
the  Russian f r o n t i e r  being s epa ra t ed  from Russia  by t h e  Ural River .  
The Middle Horde was l oca t ed  s l i g h t l y  t o  t h e  e a s t  and t he  Great 
Horde inhabi ted  Turkestan.  

I n  1726 t h e  Khan of t he  L i t t l e  Horde reques ted  t h e  Tsa r  t o  
grant him Russian c i t i z e n s h i p .  When t h i s  was done i n  1731 one of 
the khans of t he  Middle Horde a l s o  rece ived  Russian c i t i z e n s h i p .  
However, both Khiva and Kokand s t r o v e  t o  subord ina te  t h e  de se r t  
nomads t o  themselves. They s en t  t a x  c o l l e c t o r s  among t h e  Kazakhs 
and e rec ted  t h e i r  own f o r t r e s s e s  on Kazakh lands. (3) Khiva was 
e spec i a l l y  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  Mavernakhr ( a r e a  between t h e  Amu Darya and 
Syr Darya) and on t he  U s t - U r t  P la teau . (4)  Kokand pursued t h e  
Kazakhs on t h e  middle and lower Syr Darya and i n  t he  Semirechie 
(north-east of Turkestan) .  The Kazakh t r i b e s  vehemently p ro t e s t ed  
t h i s  i n t ru s ion  i n t o  t h e i r  a f f a i r s  and m i l i t a r y  encounters  o f t e n  took 
place. 

I n  t he  f i r s t  p a r t  of t h e  19th century t h e r e  was a  move on 
the  pa r t  of t he  Great Horde t o  un i fy  a l l  Kazakhs who had received 
Russian c i t i z ensh ip .  They needed u n i f i c a t i o n  because another  noma- 
d i c  t r i b e  from the  Eas t  was menacing them. But t h e  main t h r e a t  t o  
t he  Kazakhs s t i l l  came from Khiva and Kokand. Furthermore because 
some were Russian c i t i z e n s  they i n v i t e d  t he  Russian Empire t o  he lp  
them i n  t h e i r  s t r ugg l e s  wi th  t h e  khanates.  Th i s ,  of course,  meant 
t ha t  sooner o r  l a t e r  t he  Russian Empire would have t o  make some new 
decis ions about t he  khanates .  

Russia d id  no t  pose t h e  only t h r e a t  t o  t h e  independence of 
the  khanates.  To t he  south t h e  B r i t i s h  were completing t h e i r  domina- 
t i o n  over Ind i a  by t h e  19th century. The i r  expansion no r th  through 
the  Khyber Pass  i n t o  Afghanistan and Cent ra l  Asia occurred because 
of t he  weakened p o s i t i o n  of P e r s i a  and Afghanistan. I n  t he  o v e r a l l  
scheme of th ings  t he  c i t y  of Herat became t h e  goal  of B r i t i s h  po l icy .  
It was located south of t he  khanates  but  could be used as  a  con t ro l  
point f o r  f u r t h e r  nor thern  pene t r a t i on  and consol ida t ion .  Af t e r  t he  
Napoleonic Wars a  renewed B r i t i s h  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  made England a  
d i r e c t  competitor with Russia  f o r  con t ro l  of Cent ra l  Asia and t he  
dr ive f o r  t r ade  o u t l e t s  would probably lead  t o  an i n e v i t a b l e  c lash .  
A l l  of t h i s  boded i l l  f o r  t he  khanates.  Yet up t o  t he  Crimean War 
which ended i n  1856 t h i s  r i v a l r y  was muted p a r t i a l l y  because of t h e  
B r i t i s h  f a i l u r e  t o  gain a  s t rong  foothold i n  Afghanistan. 

P o l i t i c a l  cons idera t ions  a s ide  B r i t i s h  i n t e r e s t  i n  
Afghanistan opened up t he  ques t ion  of economic pene t r a t i on  of 



of Cen t r a l  Asia. I n  1820-1825 t h e  B r i t i s h  Eas t  I n d i a  Company sen t  
an expedi t ion  under William Moorcroft t o  ga the r  in format ion  on t r ade  
and defense i n  t h e  reg ion  of Afghanistan. Alexander Burnes, who was 
l a t e r  murdered i n  Kabul, l e d  another  expedi t ion  i n  1831-1833 which 
reached Bukhara; t he  f i r s t  v i s i t  t h e r e  by an Englishman s i n c e  
Jenkinson i n  1559. (5) Burnes made a  d e t a i l e d  s tudy  of t h e  Indus 
River and i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s  t o  l e a rn  i f  i t  would be pos s ib l e  t o  b r ing  
t r a d e  i n t o  t he  depths of Asia. Burnes r e tu rned  i n  1836 t o  Kabul. 
He was obsessed wi th  t h e  i dea  of t u rn ing  t h e  Indus and i t s  t r i b u -  
t a r i e s  i n t o  a  major a r t e r y  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of B r i t i s h  goods. He 
envisaged t he  es tab l i shment  of an annual f a i r  o r  bazaar  on t he  banks 
of t h e  Indus s i m i l a r  t o  t he  one a t  Nizhni i  Novgorod on t h e  Volga. 
This  t r a d e  cen t e r  would rece ive  goods from a l l  over Cen t r a l  Asia. 

Burnes i n  an in te rv iew wi th  Dost Mohammed (1826-1862) 
demanded the  opening of Afghanistan f o r  B r i t i s h  t r ade .  (6) Dost 
agreed but  s a i d  h i s  country was s o  wi ld  and lawless  B r i t i s h  forces  
would be needed t o  keep t h e  peace. Because of t he se  condi t ions  it 
was impossible  t o  keep economic a c t i v i t y  s epa ra t e  from m i l i t a r y .  

Although Burnes' ideas  on t r a d e  were overambitious he 
l e f t  many i n t e r e s t i n g  accounts of t he  area:  "Descript ion of t h e  
Khyber Pass ;  Fer ry ing  Locat ions across  t he  Indus and t h e  Passes  
through the  Hindu Kush". He a l s o  gave t he  B r i t i s h  i n  I n d i a  f i r s t  
hand information about Herat .  He was ab l e  t o  map t r a d e  rou t e s  
no r th  of Afghanistan t o  Bukhara and he gave t h e  f i r s t  Engl i sh  
de sc r ip t i on  of t h e  Amu Darya and Syr Darya i n  h i s  "Notes about t h e  
Journey from Kabul t o  Turkestan". 

The Russians were no t  i d l e .  From Orenberg Governor- 
General Perovski i  had o f f e r ed  Dost Mohammed t r a d e  and d ip lomat ic  
r e l a t i o n s .  He promised support  aga ins t  t h e  Sikhs i f  they should 
a t t a c k  Afghanistan and Russian he lp  would be forthcoming i n  Dost 's  
s t r u g g l e s  with t he  Afghan r ebe l s .  

Perovski i  went on: 

The English have got ten  t o  wi th in  a  s t o n e ' s  throw of 
Bukhara. Cent ra l  Asia i s  a l ready  subord ina te  t o  t h e i r  
in f luence .  Our A s i a t i c  t r ade  is  d is turbed  by t h i s .  
They supply arms t o  Asians f o r  uee aga in s t  us . (7)  

Perovski i  wi th  S t .  Pe t e r sbu rg ' s  approval dispatched h i s  
ad ju t an t ,  Ivan Vitkevich,  t o  Kabul t o  gain t he  favors  of Dost. He 
was t o  warn t he  Afghan r u l e r  of t h e  dangers of g e t t i n g  t oo  c lose  t o  
Great B r i t a i n .  He was t o  o f f e r  Dost support i n  h i s  goal of gaining 
Peehawar. 

I n  t he  " In s t ruc t i ons"  Vitkevich was t o l d  " the  main reason 
f o r  h i s  mission was t o  b r ing  peace between Dost and t he  feudal  
(Afghan) l o rd s  and f o r  him t o  beware of fore ign  enemies.. .". (8) 

Alexander Burnes and Ivan Vitkevich met i n  Kabul and 
apparent ly had a  f r i end ly  d i scuss ion  i n  1838. However, B r i t i s h  
pub l i c  opinion was h igh ly  indignant  a t  t h i e  i n t r u s i o n  of t he  
Ruesiane i n  an a r ea  considered by London t o  be an exc lus ive  B r i t i s h  



preserve. As a  r e s u l t  of t h e  uproar Lord Auckland, t h e  Governor- 
General of I n d i a  (1836-1842), and members of Parl iament  openly t a l k e d  
about going t o  war wi th  Afghanistan. Auckland's "Army of t h e  Indus" 
did invade Afghanistan i n  t h e  F i r s t  Anglo-Afghan War which r e s u l t e d  
i n  a  complete d i s a s t e r .  Under s i e g e  65 days i n  Kabul t h e  B r i t i s h  
began t h e i r  r e t r e a t .  Out of 16,500 people who had come t o  
Afghanistan from I n d i a  which included 4,500 f i g h t i n g  men (690 
Europeans, 2,840 Ind ian  t roops  and 970 Ind ian  cava l ry)  and 12,000 
family and camp fo l lowers  only one European, D r .  William Brydon, 
made i t  s a f e l y  through t h e  mountains t o  t h e  south . (9)  The B r i t i s h  
publ ic ' s  f e a r  of t he  Russian t h r e a t  t o  I n d i a  was born because of i t .  

A t  t h e  same time the  T s a r i s t  Empire was having i t s  prob- 
lems i n  Cent ra l  Asia. I n  1839 General Pe rovsk i i  l ed  an a t t a c k  i n  
winter  aga ins t  Khiva which was an abso lu te  d i s a s t e r .  However, t h i s  
act ion brought a  s w i f t  response by Great B r i t a i n .  Ser ious  p lans  
were under way t o  p l an t  B r i t i s h  i n f l uence  i n  t h e  khanates  no r th  of 
Afghanistan. ( l o )  

Colonel Stoddart  a r r i v e d  i n  Bukhara i n  1840 under t h e  
pretense t h a t  he was going t o  f r e e  Russian p r i sone r s  he ld  by t h e  
Khan. According t o  F.H. F i she r  he was organiz ing  anti-Russian 
a c t i v i t y  among the  Bukharans. Other B r i t i s h  agents  began appearing 
i n  Khiva and Kokand. 

The Governor-General of Orenberg, General Pe rovsk i i ,  was 
extremely concerned wi th  t h i s  new B r i t i s h  presence. He wrote 
Foreign Minis te r  Nesselrode i n  1839 t h a t  " the  Engl i sh  were i n t end ing  
t o  annex Bukhara and Khiva and t u r n  t he  Arnu Darya i n t o  a  B r i t i s h  
water way". (11) 

In  Khiva t h e  B r i t i s h  were more succes s fu l  than i n  Bukhara 
and they could i n s t i g a t e  Kazakh depredat ions aga in s t  t he  Russian 
t rade  caravans plodding across  t he  de se r t .  The B r i t i s h  hoped t o  
convert Khiva i n t o  a  l a rge  market f o r  t h e i r  cheap goods a r r i v i n g  
from India .  

James Abbott who was a  r ep re sen t a t i ve  of t he  Eas t  I n d i a  
Company appeared i n  Khiva i n  1840. He hoped t o  t u r n  Khiva aga ins t  
Russia and b r ing  it i n t o  t he  B r i t i s h  o r b i t .  Abbott a l s o  t r i e d  t o  
get an a l l i a n c e  between Khiva and Kokand aga ins t  Bukhara. He wanted 
t o  i n £  luence the  Kazakh nomads aga ins t  Russia .  

Abbott did gain economic advantages f o r  Great ~ r i t a i n  i n  
Khiva but he was unable t o  get a  m i l i t a r y  a l l i a n c e  aga in s t  Russia.  
Another nega t ive  f a c t o r  was t h a t  S t .  Pe te rsburg  would not  grant  any 
r i gh t s  t o  B r i t i s h  merchants o r  diplomats i n  t he  khanates nor  would 
Russia allow them t o  a c t  as middle men i n  t he  t r a n s i t  of t r a d e  from 
India  t o  Europe v i a  Russia.  However, B r i t a i n  d id  not give up i t s  
attempts t o  maintain a  presence i n  t he  khanates .  Pub l i c  opinion i n  
England was cons tan t ly  being t o l d  t h a t  B r i t i s h  pene t r a t i on  i n t o  t h e  
a rea  was f o r  t he  defense of Ind ia .  Pe rovsk i i ' s  a t t a ck  on Khiva from 
the  nor th  i n  1839 was blown up out of a l l  p ropor t ion  i n  t he  B r i t i s h  
press  as t he  launching of an a t t a c k  on Ind i a .  

On March 24, 1840 Palmerston wrote: 



That t h e  l o s s  of Khivan independence w i l l  be viewed a s  
harmful t o  B r i t i s h  i n t e r e s t s  and w i l l  b r i ng  a counter  
a t t a c k  through t h e  Hindu Kush. The occupat ion of Khiva 
w i l l  give Russia  an opening on t h e  lower Amu Darya~ whi le  
England w i l l  be ab l e  t o  gain con t ro l  over  t h e  upper 
branches of t h e  r i v e r  by t ak ing  precaut ionary  and 
defensive measures. (12) 

Those "defensive measures" might mean a B r i t i s h  occupation 
of t h e  khanates.  However, t h e  khanates  were saved from becoming a 
B r i t i s h  colony by t h e i r  remoteness. 

The attempt of B r i t a i n  t o  gain a foo thold  i n  Bukhara 
f a i l e d  miserably. Colonel S toddar t  and Captain Connolly were execu- 
t e d  by Khan Nasrul lah as  s p i e s  i n  1842. The khans were adept a t  
p lay ing  t he  b i g  powers aga in s t  each o the r .  

The repor ted  execut ion of t h e  two Englishmen caused such a 
pub l i c  uproar i n  Great B r i t a i n  t h a t  a s p e c i a l  committee was es tab-  
l i shed  funded from t h e  Sunday church c o l l e c t i o n  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t he  
g r i s l y  a f f a i r .  A prominent e c c l e s i a s t i c  and world wide p e r i p a t e t i c ,  
James Wolff, took on t he  t a sk  of d i scover ing  t h e  t r u e  f a t e  of t he  
i n t r e p i d  B r i t i s h e r s .  Af t e r  an i n c r e d i b l e  journey through P e r s i a  he 
a r r i ved  a t  t he  Court of Nasru l lah  i n  Bukhara. Except f o r  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  he t r a v e l l e d  under t he  watchful  eye of t h e  f r i e n d l y  Pers ian  
Ambassador who apparen t ly  had t h e  c l o s e s t  f o r e ign  contac t  wi th  t he  
wily E m i r  he ,  h imse l f ,  s u r e l y  would have disappeared. According t o  
Wolff t h e  reasons f o r  S todda r t ' s  and Connolly's execut ion  were t he  
following: 

". . . t he  Ameer was induced t o  k i l l  them because people 
from Afghanistan demanded t h e i r  death . . . a l s o  t he  Ameer 
had proceeded aga in s t  Stoddart  f o r  having despised h i s  
warning and continued h i s  correspondence wi th  h i s  country- 
men i n  I n d i a  and Connolly f o r  having gone t o  Kokand . . . I 
was determined t o  demand t h e i r  bodies  t o  put them i n  
camphor and ca r ry  them back t o  London". (13) 

I n  a f i n a l  in te rv iew wi th  t h e  V iz i e r  Wolff revealed:  

During t he  s t a y  of Connolly and S toddar t  they took every 
opportuni ty of despatching,  i n  t he  most s t e a l t h y  manner, 
l e t t e r s  t o  Kabul; and on t h i s  account His Majesty became 
d isp leased ,  and both Captain Connolly and Colonel S toddar t  
were brought with t h e i r  hands t i e d ,  behind t he  Ark 
(pa lace  of t he  King) i n  presence of a high o f f i c i a l ,  when 
Colonel Stoddart  and Captain Connolly k i s s ed  each o the r  
and t he  Colonel s a i d  t o  t he  o f f i c i a l ,  ' T e l l  t he  Ameer t h a t  
I d i e  a d i ebe l i eve r  i n  Muhamd ,  but a b e l i e v e r  i n  J e sus  - 
t h a t  I am a Chr i s t i an ,  and a Chr i s t i an  I die': '  And 
Connolly s a i d ,  'S toddar t  we s h a l l  s ee  each o the r  i n  
Parad ise ,  near  J e sus ' .  Then t he  order  was given t o  cut 
o f f ,  f i r s t  t h e  head of Stoddart  which was done; and i n  t he  
same manner t he  head of Connolly was cut off t ' . (14)  

Another B r i t i s h  agent ,  Richard Shakespear,  was aent  t o  
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Khiva i n  1840. The base  from which B r i t i s h  embassies l e f t  f o r  
Central  Asia was Herat  where Major Todd pres ided  over  B r i t i s h  
attempts t o  pene t r a t e  t h e  khanates.  

B r i t a i n  at tempted t o  pene t r a t e  t he  khanates  i n  t he  same 
fashion i t  had i n  Ind i a .  It wanted t o  gain in f luence  by means of 
t r e a t i e s  which included generous subs id i e s  t o  t h e  n a t i v e  r u l e r s .  
Such a p r a c t i c e  had been very succes s fu l  wi th  Dost Mohammed i n  
Afghanistan. 

I n  t h e  long run, however, B r i t i s h  po l i cy  was no t  very 
success fu l  i n  t h e  khanates .  (15) Russian pene t r a t i on  of t h e  oases  
had c e r t a i n  advantages. The Russians were geographica l ly  much 
c lo se r  t o  t he  area.  Very high mountains and i nhosp i t ab l e  t e r r a i n  
made access d i f f i c u l t  and extremely c o s t l y  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h .  Also 
English l i n e s  of communication ran through Afghanistan where i n t e r -  
n a l  uni ty was very f r a g i l e .  Dost Mohammed's r e b e l l i o u s  b ro the r s  
and o thers  con t ro l l ed  t he  ou t ly ing  a r ea s  i n  t h e  mountains and they 
were v i o l e n t l y  an t i -Br i t i sh .  Actua l ly  t he  Dost r e a l l y  only he ld  
sway i n  Kabul, Kandahar and a few o t h e r  towns. 

Another f a c t o r  i n h i b i t i n g  ~ r i t i s h  economic success  i n  t h e  
khanates was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  rece ived  f o r  t h e i r  manufac- 
tured goods ( u t e n s i l s  e t c . )  ~ r e c i o u s  s tones  and small  amounts of 
s i l k .  Russians imported from t h e  khanates  co t t on ,  y a m ,  c l o t h  and 
o ther  goods. Thus t h e  populat ion of t he  khanates  was more i n c l i n e d  
t o  t r a d e  with Russia than England. It seems t h a t  t h e  khans were 
more a t  ease with Russians than Engl i sh  probably because they  had 
been dea l ing  wi th  Russians f o r  a longer  time. (16) 

However, t he  t h r e a t  of B r i t i s h  economic competi t ion i n  
the  khanates inf luenced Russian pub l i c  opinion i n  S t .  Pe te rsberg .  
Moscow and o the r  European Russian c i t i e s .  Even though B r i t i s h  eco- 
nomic pene t ra t ion  was l im i t ed  no r th  of Afghanistan because of 
geography Russian merchants exaggerated t h e  problem, f e e l i n g  inade- 
quate t o  dea l  wi th  a major i n f l u x  of B r i t i s h  t r a d e  competition. I n  
f a c t  i n  western Europe Russian manufactured goods could not  compete 
with B r i t i s h  goods. The markets i n  Cent ra l  Asia never  experienced 
a major B r i t i s h  onslaught t o  d r ive  out Russian goods. 

B r i t a i n  became very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  making Kashgar i n  
western Turkestan ( i n  the  Chinese Empire) a major cen t e r  f o r  econo- 
mic pene t ra t ion  of t he  khanates .  Geography made it e a s i e r  f o r  t he  
B r i t i s h  t o  reach Kashgar no t  having t o  t r a v e r s e  Afghanistan; they  
could proceed d i r e c t l y  no r th  from Kashmir which bordered on 
Kashgar. 

Because Kashgar had come under t he  con t ro l  of Kokand i n  
t he  l a t e  1850s B r i t i s h  goods could then reach t h a t  Cent ra l  Asian 
Khanate. This  new approach which could have l ed  t o  an expansion of 
B r i t i s h  t r a d e  i n t o  the  khanates  alarmed T s a r i s t  o f f i c i a l s  and can 
be seen as one of t h e  reasons f o r  t he  Russian Empire t o  annex t h e  
khanates thus  d r iv ing  out B r i t i s h  goods. 

The B r i t i s h  presence i n  Afghanistan and Kashgar forced 
t he  hand of the  Russians t o  take  m i l i t a r y  measures aga in s t  t h e  



khanates  a f t e r  t he  Crimean War (1856). However, t he  B r i t i s h  never 
enjoyed a  s t r o n g  p o s i t i o n  i n  Afghanistan which could have given them 
a  base f o r  p o l i t i c a l  and economic expansion t o  t h e  n o r t h  along t he  
A m  Darya and Syr Darya, t h e  r i v e r s  which l e d  t o  t h e  khanates .  The 
B r i t i s h  v a c i l l a t e d  between two oppos i te  p o l i c i e s  i n  Afghanistan. One 
was t o  annex t h e  country t o  I n d i a  by occupying Herat  and Kabul; t he  
o t h e r  was t o  r e t r e a t  behind t he  Indus making t h a t  t h e  boundary with 
Afghanistan. (17) 

The p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Asia  i n  t he  1850s begged f o r  
Russian i n t e rven t ion .  I n  Peking t h e  Manchu government was almost 
toppled by t he  Ta ip ing  Rebel l ion i n  southern  China, a  Moslem r evo l t  
i n  Sinkiang and t h e  "Arrow War" from 1856 t o  1860. I n  Cen t r a l  Asia  
both Khiva and Bukhara were a t  war, t h e  former wi th  Turkmen t r i b e s  
and t he  l a t t e r  wi th  Kokand. Furthermore, t h e  Great Ind ian  Mutiny of 
1857 which threa tened  t o  end B r i t i s h  r u l e ,  was a  s i g n a l  f o r  some fac- 
t i o n s  i n  t h e  Foreign Minis t ry  t o  be l i eve  t h a t  immediate ac t i on  t o  
invade I n d i a  would be i n  Russ ia ' s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s .  I n  f a c t ,  rumors 
spread i n  I n d i a  during t he  Crimean War s t a t e d  t h a t  Russ ia ,  l ead ing  a  
c o a l i t i o n  i nc lud ing  P e r s i a  and Afghanistan,  was ready t o  invade t he  
country and he lp  t he  Ind ians  rega in  t h e i r  independence. (18) 
Immediate ac t i on  was urged t o  b r i n g  P e r s i a  and t h e  Cen t r a l  Asian 
khanates  i n t o  t he  ~ u s s i a n  o r b i t  as  - a  bulwark aga ins t  B r i t i s h  
in f luence .  

B r i t i s h  i n f l uence ,  t he  Indian Mutiny notwi ths tanding ,  was 
d e f i n i t e l y  on t he  upswing i n  Cent ra l  Asia  during t h e  1850s. The 
Crimean War proved t h a t  t he  B r i t i s h  were powerful enough t o  t h r ea t en  
t he  Russians i n  Cent ra l  Asia  a s  wel l  as  i n  t h e  Near Eas t .  A l l i ed  
expedi t ions  aga ins t  t he  Russians i n  Eas te rn  S i b e r i a  and Kamchatka, 
and j o i n t  Turk ish-Br i t i sh  i n t r i g u e s  t o  form a  Cent ra l  Asian c o a l i t i o n  
de t r imenta l  t o  Russian i n t e r e s t s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  in f luenced  t he  
Foreign Minis t ry  a f t e r  1856. 

The Crimean War ( 1853-1856) t r i g g e r e d  g rea t  changes i n  
Russian fore ign  pol icy .  The overwhelming defea t  of Russia  by t h e  
Anglo-French-Turkish forces  i n  t he  Black Sea was a  causa l  f a c t o r  i n  
awakening i n t e r e s t  i n  the  Far  and Middle E a s t ,  and a  renewal of con- 
cern about t r a d e  oppor tun i t i e s  with theee a r ea s  became a  preeminent 
theme f o r  t he  S t .  Pe te rsburg  planners .  To t he  new Tsar  of Russia ,  
Alexander 11 (1855-1881), t he  khanates of Cent ra l  Asia  and t he  west- 
e m  province of China (Sinkiang) represen ted  a  golden oppor tun i ty  t o  
f u r t h e r  Rueeian in f luence .  

Alexander's instrument f o r  explor ing  these  oppo r tun i t i e s  
came with t he  appointment of Pr ince  Alexander Ivanovich Bar ia t  i n s k i i  
(1844-1879). B a r i a t i n s k i i ,  a c t i n g  as  t he  Viceroy of the  Caucasus, 
d i s t inguished  himself not  only by reso lv ing  Russian 's  problems with 
t he  Moslem renegade, Shamil (1797-1871) ; but was i n s t r u m n t a l  i n  
un i fy ing  t he  command, improving t he  comunica t ions  and reforming t he  
methods, t a c t i c s  and organiza t ion  of t he  Caucasian Army Corps which 
becanre t he  model f o r  the  l a t e r  n a t i o n a l  reform of t he  Russian Atmy 
under D.A.  Mi l i u t i n  (1816-1912). (19) 



B a r i a t i n s k i i  became a symbol i n  t h e  T s a r i s t  admin i s t r a t i on  
of t he  change of o r i e n t a t i o n  from Europe t o  Asia of t h e  Russian 
government, based upon h i s  concepts f o r  expanding Russian i n£  luence 
i n  t he  Eas t .  His b e l i e f  t h a t  Russia  must be t h e  c i v i l i z i n g  fo r ce  i n  
Asia, a  kind of "White Man's Burden", was proposed a s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
policy f o r  t he  Russian government. Using economic development as  a  
lever  t o  succes s fu l  Russian pene t r a t i on  and domination, he hoped t o  
regain Russia 's  s t a t u r e  as  a  major European power and even tua l l y  
move southward t o  Turkey, P e r s i a  and Ind i a .  As Napoleon had t r i e d  
t o  defeat  Great B r i t a i n  i n  t h e  Eas t  t o  enhance France 's  p o s i t i o n  as  
the major world power, so t oo  d id  B a r i a t i n s k i i  hope t o  break 
Br i t a in ' s  con t ro l  over t h e  world economy by using m i l i t a r y  means f o r  
defea t ing  i t  i n  Asia. 

Russia  recognized t h a t  B r i t a i n ' s  economic growth was 
acce l e r a t i ng  i n  Cen t r a l  Asia  due t o  h e r  presence i n  I n d i a  a f t e r  t h e  
close of t he  Crimean War. B r i t i s h  merchants a l s o  began appearing i n  
Pe r s i a  who could remove Russian t r a d e r s '  advantages. 

Consequently, B a r i a t i n s k i i  urged a  more a c t i v e  Russian 
policy i n  Turkomania and i n  Cen t r a l  Asia .  He f e l t  t h a t  diplomats 
should be s t a t i o n e d  i n  t he  khanates  t o  prevent  B r i t i s h  i ncu r s ion ,  
and theor ized  t h a t  England would no t  be i n  a  favorab le  p o s i t i o n  t o  
send t roops t o  Cen t r a l  Asia because of concerns f o r  overextension.  
F ina l l y ,  t he  consequences of t h e  Anglo-Persian War of 1856-1857 were 
viewed by B a r i a t i n s k i i  as  an ex tens ion  of t he  Crimean War. I n  t h a t  
l i g h t ,  t he  c i t y  of Herat was t o  r ap id ly  become an important p iece  i n  
the Anglo-Russian s t r u g g l e s  a f t e r  t he  Crimean War. 

One r e s u l t  of B a r i a t i n s k i i ' s  d e s i r e  f o r  an aggress ive  
Asian foreign pol icy  was s t renuouc oppos i t ion  on t he  p a r t  of t h e  
Russian Foreign Minis t ry  under Aleksandr Mikhailovich Gorchakov 
(1798-1883). Gorchakov wanted t o  r e s t o r e  P e r s i a  a s  a  bu f f e r  s t a t e  
and d id  not want t o  provoke P e r s i a  aga in s t  Afghanistan f o r  Russ ia ' s  
bene f i t .  

D . A .  M i l i u t i n ,  who became ~ i n i s t e r  of War i n  1861 and 
l a s t ed  i n  t h a t  pos i t i on  f o r  20 yea r s ,  was a  major c r i t i c  of 
Gorchakov's po l icy  of r e s t r a i n t  i n  Cen t r a l  Asia. Mi l iu t  i n  con- 
t inuous ly  warned t he  Russian Ambassador t o  England, Baron Brunnov, 
t ha t :  

. . . i t  was no t  necessary t o  apologize t o  t he  Prime 
Minis te r  f o r  any aggression i n  Cen t r a l  Asia. They never  
t o ld  us when they were going t o  occupy fo re ign  c i t i e s  
and i s l a n d s  and we never  asked them f o r  an explana t ion  
e i t h e r .  (20) 

The counsel of B a r i a t i n s k i i  and M i l i u t i n  concerning a  more 
aggressive fore ign  pol icy  f o r  Cent ra l  Asia convinced the  Tsar  t h a t  
i f  Russia did no t  move toward t he  khanates  t he  B r i t i s h  would soon 
engulf Cent ra l  Asia. Under t h e i r  i n f l uence ,  t h e  Tsa r  used t h e  Sepoy 
Rebellion i n  1857 i n  I n d i a  as  a p r e t ex t  f o r  developing a  more 
aggreesive po l icy  i n  Cen t r a l  Asia. 

There was f e a r ,  however, t h a t  an aggress ive  po l i cy  could 
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provoke war wi th  Great B r i t a i n .  Leaning heav i ly  on B a r i a t i n s k i i '  e  
m i l i t a r y  advice and a t  t he  reques t  of t h e  Tsa r ,  t h e  War Ministry 
under N.O. Sukhozanet prepared a  r epo r t  e n t i t l e d  "About t h e  
P o s s i b i l i t y  of a  H o s t i l e  Conf l i c t  w i th  Great B r i t a i n  i n  Cen t r a l  
Asia". (21) The Sukhozanet Report d id  no t  back up one of 
B a r i a t i n s k i i ' s  major a s s e r t i o n s  t h a t  England wanted t o  develop a  
m i l i t a r y  base i n  P e r s i a  and ga in  possess ions  on t h e  coas t  of t he  
Caspian Sea. However, t h e  Report d id  agree t h a t  England would defi-  
n i t e l y  compete wi th  Russia  economically i n  t h e  khanates  and would 
attempt t o  subvert  t he  var ious  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  l oca t ed  i n  Cen t r a l  Asia 
and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  Kazakh hordes.  (22) 

The r epo r t  a l s o  concluded t h a t :  

The p o s s i b i l i t y  of a  r e v o l t  by Ind ian  n a t i o n a l s  should t h e  
Russian Army approach I n d i a  was remote. (23) 

Russia 's  l ack  of a l l i e s  i n  Cen t r a l  Asia  i n  conjunct ion with 
a  r e a l  o r  perceived t h r ea t en ing  s i t u a t i o n  could provoke t h e  
r e a c t i v a t i o n  of t h e  Crimean Coa l i t i on  aga in s t  Russia .  

Russia  needed time t o  b u i l d  up h e r  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s ,  pa r t i cu -  
l a r l y  i n  view of t he  d e f o r t i f i c a t i o n  c lauses  concerning t h e  
Black Sea a s  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  Trea ty  of P a r i s .  

Russia must f i r s t  bu i l d  up i t s  defenses i n  t h e  Black and 
Caopian Seae, improve naviga t ion  and t r a d e  oppor tun i t i e s  on 
the  Volga and r e s t r u c t u r e  t he  po r t  f a c i l i t i e s  of Astrakhan 
and Baku. (24) 

These conclusions i n  e f f e c t  thwarted B a r i a t i n s k i i ' s  
d e s i r e s ,  and su rp r i s ed  Gorchakov and t he  Foreign Minis t ry .  
Gorchakov's p o s i t i o n  of s t rengthening  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  neighboring 
count r ies  of Asia, e s p e c i a l l y  I r a n ,  t he  Cent ra l  Asian khanates  and 
Sinkiang i n  western China, wae adopted.(25) The c e n t r a l  theme of 
Ruseia 's  Cen t r a l  Aeia po l icy  t he r e fo re  became one of muted aggres- 
s ion .  While no t  w i l l i n g  t o  back down from a  f i g h t  wi th  Great 
B r i t a i n  i f  Russia 'e  i n t e r e s t s  were thwarted,  t he  Foreign Ministry 
saw economic and s c i e n t i f i c  diplomacy a s  a  means t o  subl imate 
Cen t r a l  Asia 's  i n t e r e s t s  t o  t h e i r  own. B a r i a t i n s k i i  and h i s  suppor- 
t e r s  chose t o  view t h i s  po l icy  a s  merely a  s tepping  s tone  f o r  expan- 
s i o n  v i a  conquest. In  t he  1860s they were proved co r r ec t .  

Egor Pe t rov ich  Kovalevskii  (1811-1868) was appointed Head 
of t he  A s i a t i c  Department i n  t he  Foreign Ministry t o  develop and 
execute the  new pol icy.  His appointment i n  1856 could no t  have come 
a t  a  more d i f f i c u l t  tinre. Defeat i n  t he  Crimean War, of course,  had 
damaged Russ ia ' s  p r e s t i ge .  Kovalevskii  s t r o v e  t o  r e s t o r e  Russian 
in f luence  among the  e a s t e r n  and A e i a t i c  t r i b e s  and at tempted t o  
weaken t he  onerous sanc t ions  of t he  Trea ty  of P a r i s  as  much ae 
pose ib le .  

A major concern f o r  Kovalevsk i i ' s  p o l i c i e s  i n  Cent ra l  Asia 
wae based upon the  f a c t  t h a t  he recognized t he  need f o r  a  m i l i t a r y  
presence i n  Cent ra l  Asia, while  suppor t ing  a  n o n - m i l i t a r i s t i c  poe- 
t u r e .  The absence of a  "hard f r o n t i e r "  became a  major obs tac le .  



Thrgughout t h e  e igh t een th  and e a r l y  n ine t een th  c e n t u r i e s ,  
southern S i b f r i a  was guarded from t h e  i ncu r s ions  of s teppe  nomads by 
a s t r i n g  of f r o n t i e r  defenses from t h e  Ural  River  t o  t h e  Upper 
I r t y sh  River. Under Nicholas I ,  t he  Kazakh s teppes  no r th  of t h e  
Aral Sea had been absorbed i n t o  t h e  empire, and i n  1853 t h e  
Russians conquered t h e  f o r t r e s s  of Ak-Mechet (Perovsk) on t h e  lower 
Syr Darya River.  The key m i l i t a r y  problem i n  1858 was t o  j o i n  t h e  
f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  on t he  lower Syr Darya wi th  t he  Ural  i n  t he  west and 
the  I r t y s h  i n  t he  e a s t ,  forming an a r c  on t h e  southern f l ank  of t h e  
steppes. A second, p o l i t i c a l  problem was t he  uniform admin i s t r a t i on  
of the  a rea ,  divided between t he  Governor-Generalship of Orenberg 
and t h a t  of Omsk. 

The p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  f e r t i l e  reg ions  of Cen t r a l  
Asia had consol idated a t  t h e  beginning of t h e  cen tury ,  when s t a b l e  
dynast ies  took over  t he  th rones  of Khiva and Bukhara, and Kokand 
s p l i t  off from Bukhara as  an independent khanate. But p o l i t i c a l  
r e l a t i ons  between Russia  and t he  khanates  remained tenuous, almost 
nonexistent ,  and t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s  in f requent  and hazardous. 
Occasional missions were s e n t  t o  t h e  khanates  t o  secure  f r e e  t r a n s i t  
f o r  Russian goods s e n t  t o  Sinkiang and Afghanistan,  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  of 
Russian s l aves ,  and naviga t ion  on t he  Amu Darya. I n  one year  (1858) 
th ree  major missions,  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  from previous embassies of 
the  seventeenth t o  n ine t een th  c e n t u r i e s ,  would be s e n t  out t o  t h e  
Central  Asian khanates ,  I r a n  and Kashgar. 

I n  I r a n ,  because of i t s  war with Great B r i t a i n ,  t he  
Russians were concerned t h a t  Herat would s l i p  under t h e  con t ro l  of 
the  B r i t i s h  subs id ized  Afghan r u l e r ,  Dost Mohammed (1826-1862). It  
was t he r e fo re  f e l t  necessary t o  send N . V .  Khanykov (1812-1878) t o  
I ran  and t he  Herat o a s i s  t o  ga the r  information on B r i t i s h  i n f l uence ,  
but t he  purported ob j ec t i ve  of h i s  mission was t o  be s c i e n t i f i c  i n  
na ture .  

Another mission would be s e n t  t o  Kashgar and would be l e d  
by Chokan Valikhanov (1835-1865). He was t o  f i nd  out whether i t  
would be poss ib le  t o  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i nc r ea se  Russian t r a d e  with 
Sinkiang i n  t he  next  few years  i n  add i t i on  t o  ga ther ing  geographic 
information. P.P. Semenov Tian-Shanskii  (1827-19141, t he  most emi- 
nent geographer of t he  age, noted h i s  concerns by s t a t i n g  t h a t :  

... as  our  in f luence  has succes s fu l l y  pene t ra ted  t he  
eouthwest edge of mountainous Asia ,  i n  Dzhungaria, and 
northern Turkestan it i s  only n a t u r a l  t o  be concerned 
about t he  spread of geographical  information and about 
t he  expec ta t ions  of our  commercial r e l a t i o n s h i p s  from 
the  s i d e  of t he  Caspian bas in .  (26) 

In  1857 Semenov had l ed  a geographical  expedi t ion  t h a t  had 
crossed t he  he ights  of t he  Tien Shan Mountains which s t r e t c h e d  i n t o  
Chinese Turkestan from Cent ra l  Asia. He discovered t he  rou tes  taken 
by the  ancient  Huns and Tamarlane i n  t h e i r  journeys across  Asia;  no 
o ther  European had ever  been i n  t h i s  a r e a  of t he  world before.  His 
many wr i t i ngs  about Cent ra l  Asia  on behalf  of t he  Imper ia l  Russian 
Geographical Soc ie ty  helped t o  i n t e r e s t  Russian pub l i c  opinion about 
Cent ra l  Asia j u s t  a t  a time when the  Government was on t h e  verge of 



sending out  information ga ther ing  exped i t i ons  t o  Cen t r a l  Asia. (27)  
Semenov wi th  h i s  h igh  l e v e l  con t ac t s  i n  S t .  Pe t e r sbu rg  would be 
ins t rumenta l  i n  g e t t i n g  Valikhanov, t h e  founder of t h e  Kazakh i n t e l -  
l i g e n t s i a ,  t he  p o s i t i o n  of l e a d e r  of t he  mission t o  Kashgar across  
t he  Tian Shan i n  i n t o  Chinese Turkestan. 

A t h i r d  mission which would be l e d  by N.P. I g n a t i e v  was t o  
v i s i t  t h e  khanates  of Khiva and Bukhara. Of t h e  t h r e e  t h i s  wao by 
f a r  t he  most s i g n i f i c a n t .  The focus of t h i s  work i s  t h e  s t o r y  of the 
unfolding of h i s  journey t o  those  two Cen t r a l  Asian khana tes ,  Khiva 
and Bukhara. The r e s u l t s  of t h i s  mission would have revolu t ionary  
e f f e c t s  on Russ ia ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  Cen t r a l  Asia  i n  t h e  years  t o  
come . 

I n  August, 1857, I g n a t i e v  was sunnnoned t o  Warsaw f o r  long 
d i s cus s ions  wi th  t he  Tsa r ,  Alexander 11. I g n a t i e v  pushed f o r  an 
A s i a t i c  o r i e n t a t i o n  f o r  Russian fore ign  po l i cy  i n  order  t o  challenge 
England's hold over I n d i a  and h e r  recent  incurs ions  i n t o  Afghanistan. 
I n  complete sympathy wi th  Kovalevski i ,  t h e  D i r ec to r  of t he  A s i a t i c  
Department, he opted f o r  t h e  government t o  send s c i e n t i f i c  expedi- 
t i o n s  t o  P e r s i a ,  Afghanistan and t h e  Amu Darya River  t o  s tudy  t he  
geography of Cen t r a l  Asia. He a l s o  c a l l e d  f o r  increased  t r a d e  with 
Cent ra l  Asia ,  because Russian i ndus t ry  could no t  compete wi th  
Engl i sh ,  French o r  American t r a d e  anywhere e l s e  i n  t he  world. I n  
t he  back of Igna t i ev ' s  mind was t he  f r i gh t en ing  s p e c t r e  of another  
war with Great B r i t a i n  i n  Europe. However, I gna t i ev  f e l t  t h a t  
Russia  could make a  s t rong  showing i n  Cen t r a l  Asia  which would be 
" the  b e s t  means of maintaining peace with England". (28) 

The Tsa r  was s o  impressed with Igna t i ev ' s  ideas  t h a t  he 
s en t  him back t o  S t .  Pe te rsburg  f o r  more formal t a l k s .  I n  a  l e t t e r  
t o  B a r i a t i n s k i i ,  t he  Tsar  wrote: 

"The young Igna t i ev ,  who has r ecen t ly  re turned  from 
London w i l l  soon be s en t  t o  you wi th  a  plan f o r  counter- 
balancing English in f luence  i n  Asia. The i r  a c t i v i t y  i n  
I n d i a  from day t o  day is  t ak ing  on a  more s e r i o u s  
charac te r  and I hope t h a t  we w i l l  be ab l e  t o  b r i n g  our  
in f luence  t o  bear  i n  t he  Orient" .  (29) 

I n  S t .  Pe te rsburg  Igna t i ev  en t e r ed  i n t o  t a l k s  with t he  
Foreign Minis te r  Gorchakov, War Minis te r  Sukhozanet, Kovalevskii  and 
Grand Duke Konstantin Nikolaevich. I n  a  long no t e  I g n a t i e v  summed 
up t he  r e s u l t s  of t he  meeting: 

I n  case of a  break with England, only i n  Asia can we 
undertake a  s t r u g g l e  with some hope of success .  I n  
times of peace, t he  t r oub l e s  caused by England i n  Asia 
and t he  i nc r ea se  of our in f luence  i n  coun t r i e s  which 
s epa ra t e  Russia from B r i t i e h  posseesions w i l l  se rve  as  
t he  b e s t  guarantee f o r  keeping the peace with England. 

Only Asia i s  l e f t  f o r  our t r a d e  a c t i v i t y  because t he  
development of our indue t ry  i s  too  weak t o  e n t e r  i n t o  
succes s fu l  competition wi th  England, France, Belgium, 
America and o the r  governments. 



The inves t i ga t i on  of Cen t r a l  Asia ,  t he  es tab l i shment  of 
c lose r e l a t i o n s  and t h e  s t rengthening  of our  i n f l uence  
and t he  l e s sen ing  of B r i t i s h  - a l l  t h i s  would con t r i bu t e  
t o  the  b e n e f i t  of Russia .  Therefore ,  i t  seems t o  me t h a t  
i t  is not necessary  t o  h ide  a l l  t he  expense f o r  t h e  
i nves t i ga t i on  of l o c a l  condi t ions  i n  a  g r ea t  donat ion of 
the  Treasury. Rather  one would expect  t h a t  r i c h  merchants 
and manufacturers would express  a  read iness  t o  cooperate  
with t h i s  en t e rp r i s e . (30 )  

As a  consequence of h i s  concepts ,  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t he  
Tsar,  a b i l i t i e s ,  and f a m i l i a r i t y  wi th  t he  a c t i v i t i e s  of B r i t i s h  
agents i n  Asia, I g n a t i e v  became t h e  obvious choice f o r  l e ade r sh ip  of 
the  l a s t  of t h e  t h r e e  missions t o  t he  Cen t r a l  Asian khanates  of Khiva 
and Bukhara. (31) One of t h e  mi s s ion ' s  ob j ec t i ve s  was t o  respond t o  
l e t t e r s  from both Khans, who had expressed t h e i r  hope through repre-  
s en t a t i ve s  s en t  t o  Alexander 1 1 ' s  coronat ion (1856) t h a t  S t .  
Petersburg would send an embassy.(32) 

Igna t i ev  was a  b e l i e v e r  i n  a  very aggress ive  Russian po l i cy  
toward Cent ra l  Asia. Although h i s  views d id  no t  co inc ide  wi th  t h e  
Foreign Minis t ry ,  he rece ived  a  good hea r ing  from t h e  War Off ice .  
His main theme was t o  subord ina te  t h e  khanates  t o  Russian i n f luence  
which had n o t ,  t o  da t e ,  been pos s ib l e .  However, i n  t h e  mid nine- 
teenth century a  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  had a r i s e n  due t o  t h e  encroach- 
ment of t he  B r i t i s h  Empire. 

A major ques t ion  f o r  t he  Mission t h a t  needed t o  be solved 
was the  f e a s i b i l i t y  of s h i p  naviga t ion  on t h e  Amu Darya. S o l i d  
knowledge of t he  r i v e r  would answer such ques t ions  as  how easy i t  
would be f o r  Russian sh ip s  t o  reach Afghanistan from the  Aral  Sea. 
The Amu Darya ( t he  Oxus River of Ant iqu i ty)  i s  today t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
boundary between t he  USSR and Afghanistan f o r  a  d i s t ance  of about 680 
miles.  It then snakes no r th  i n t o  t he  Uzbek SSR (khanates  of Khiva 
and Bukhara) and empties i n t o  t he  Aral Sea f o r  a  t o t a l  length of 
1,500 miles.  (33) I n  1858 Igna t i ev  knew only t h a t  t he  Amu Darya 
flowed i n t o  t he  Aral  Sea, but  no Russian knew where i t s  headwaters 
lay or  even t he  naviga t ion  p o t e n t i a l  of t h e  middle po r t i on .  The 
p o s s i b i l i t y  of using t h i s  rou te  f o r  t he  development of t r a d e  was 
the hea r t  of Russ ia ' s  renewed i n t e r e s t  i n  Cen t r a l  Asia a f t e r  t h e  
Crimean War. 

The p o l i t i c a l  cunning of Igna t i ev  manifested i t s e l f  i n  an 
idea which he expressed t o  Kovalevski i ,  Head of t he  A s i a t i c  
Department, t h a t  " ce r t a in  measure be taken t h a t  would exe r t  in f luence  
on the  Khivan and Bukharan khans, t h a t  a  sine qua non f o r  t he  Russian 
Embassy going t h e r e  would be t he  g r an t i ng  of permission f o r  Russian 
ships  t o  use t he  Amu Darya". (34)  

I n  e a r l y  1858 the  ques t ion  about sending t he  Mission was 
decided. A dec i s ive  r o l e  i n  t he  ~ i s s i o n  would be played by t h e  Aral  
Sea F l o t i l l a  under t he  command of Captain A . I .  Butakov. I gna t i ev  
received h i s  " Ins t ruc t ions"  from the  A s i a t i c  Department of t he  
Ministry of Foreign Af fa i r s  i n  Apr i l ,  1858 wi th  t he  T s a r ' s  approval.  
The general  ob j ec t i ve s  of t he  Mission were: 



1. t h a t  a  s tudy of t h e  complicated s i t u a t i o n  a t  t h a t  t ime 
i n  Cen t r a l  Asia  be made; 

2. t h a t  a  consol ida t ion  of Russian i n f luence  i n  Bukhara 
and Khiva t ake  p lace  and t h a t  broadening and improvement 
of condi t ions  f o r  Russian t r a d e  be undertaken; and 

3. t h e  de s t ruc t i on  of t h e  harmful i n t e r f e r e n c e  of t h e  
Engl i sh  who a r e  t r y i n g  t o  pene t r a t e  Cen t r a l  Asia  and l u r e  
it i n t o  i t s  hegemony. (35) 

I g n a t i e v  was supposed t o  cement f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  between 
Khiva and ~ u k h a r a  on t h e  one hand and these  two and Russ ia  on t he  
o ther .  The most important goal  of t h e  " In s t ruc t i ons"  was t h e  a t t a in -  
ment of " f r ee  navigat ion" f o r  Russian s h i p s  on t h e  Amu Darya. This ,  
of course,  a f f e c t e d  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  Khiva because of i t s  l oca t i on  i n  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t he  Aral  Sea. I n  o rde r  t o  he lp  t he  Khivan Khan make 
up h i s  mind, p r e sen t s  would be showered on him. For example, an 
organ was t o  be lugged by camel from Orenberg t o  Khiva, a  d i s t ance  of 
750 mi les .  I f  t he  assen t  of Khiva could be gained,  Russian sh ip s  
were t o  move a s  f a r  south as  pos s ib l e  on t h e  r i v e r  making exhaust ive 
s c i e n t i f i c  experiments along t he  way. I n  f a c t ,  because a  success fu l  
outcome of t he  ques t ion  of naviga t ion  was considered s o  important ,  i t  
was decided t h a t  I gna t i ev  should n o t  i n s i s t  on lowering t a r i f f s  on 
Russian imports t o  Khiva from t en  t o  f i v e  percent .  

The " In s t ruc t i ons t t  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  I g n a t i e v  n o t  s t i r  up 
t he  Turkmen, Kazakh and Karakalpak (who l i v e d  j u s t  south of t he  Aral 
Sea) t r i b e s  aga ins t  Russia.  I g n a t i e v  was no t  t o  play them of f  
aga in s t  each o t h e r  t o  Russia 's  advantage. These t r i b e s  l i v e d  on the 
Ust-Urt P l a t eau  between Khiva and Orenberg and i t  was i n  t h a t  no 
man's land t h a t  problems f o r  Russia  could a r i s e .  Khiva expected t he  
t r i b e s  t o  pay t r i b u t e  t o  them and I g n a t i e v  was no t  t o  ge t  involved 
i n  d i scuss ing  t h i s  i s sue .  Also he was no t  t o  b r i n g  up t he  very 
touchy ques t ion  of where t h e  nor thern  f r o n t i e r  of Khiva ended and 
t he  southern border  of Russia  began. Nei ther  Khiva nor  Russia  had 
con t ro l  over t h a t  a r ea  as  i t  was occupied by nomads mentioned above. 

Discussions wi th  Bukhara were t o  be of a  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  
na ture .  No agreement had ever been reached wi th  Bukhara about l i be r -  
a t i n g  Russians so ld  t o  them as  s l aves  by t he  Turkmen and o ther  nomads. 
Previous missions had tack led  t h i s  problem wi th  only temporary suc- 
ceee. Often an agreement t o  r e l e a s e  p r i sone r s  depended on t he  good 
w i l l  of t he  Khan a t  t he  moment. As soon as  t he  Ruesian mission l e f t  
Bukhara t he  agreement would be broken. 

Espec ia l ly  bothersome wae t he  problem of B r i t i s h  t r ade  
competition, because Bukhara was c l o s e r  t o  B r i t i s h  I n d i a  and had f e l t  
the  e f f e c t e  of English t r a d e  more than Khiva. A merchant explained 
i t  t h i s  way: 

. . . t h a t  i n  1841 and e s p e c i a l l y  1842 t h e  English completely 
upset t he  market f o r  Ruseian goode. They ( B r i t i s h )  brought 
i n  a l l  kinds of goods a t  such lw p r i c e s  (even tak ing  a  l o s s  
themselves) t h a t  t he  populace (Bukharans) bought up t he  new 
c lo th  and paid no a t t e n t i o n  t o  our (Russian) t e x t i l e s .  



Driving out our  goods, t he  Engl i sh  a f t e r  a  year  o r  two, 
more than doubled t h e  p r i c e .  (36) 

Igna t i ev  had t o  f i n d  ways t o  improve Russ ia ' s  t r a d e  posi-  
t i on  i n  t he  khanates while  analyzing t he  reasons f o r  t h e  succes s fu l  
en t ry  of B r i t i s h  t r a d e  e n t e r p r i s e s  t he r e .  Connected wi th  t h i s  was 
the most pe r t i nen t  ques t ion  of a l l  regard ing  Great B r i t a i n :  t o  l e a r n  
from s p i e s ,  khanate o f f i c i a l s  , merchants,  nomads and i t i n e r a n t  
t r a v e l l e r s  what aggress ive  designs England had i n  t h e  a r ea .  To t h i s  
end, Igna t iev  was a l s o  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  contac t  wi th  N.V. 
Khanykov's mission t o  no r the rn  I r a n .  

Concessions were t o  be o f f e r ed  by I g n a t i e v  i n  t he  event  t h e  
Russian demands became s t a l l e d .  Khivan s u b j e c t s  who r e s ided  i n  
Russia and had Russian wives would be permit ted t o  remove t h e i r  fami- 
l i e s  t o  Khiva. Merchants from Bukhara would be permit ted t o  t r a d e  i n  
a l l  Russian c i t i e s  and could maintain a  permanent booth a t  t h e  huge 
Makarevskaia Trade F a i r  a t  Nizhnii-Novgorod. 

Hopefully t he  succes s fu l  outcome of t a l k s  wi th  t h e  khans 
would r e s u l t  i n  a  "binding document i n  wr i t ing"  which would be 
announced t o  t he  people i n  a  s p e c i a l  decree.  

The War Department gave I g n a t i e v  i t s  .own " Ins t ruc t ions" .  
(37) He was authorized t o  b r i n g  back topographica l ,  s t a t i s t i c a l  and 
i n  general  any m i l i t a r y  information t h a t  might be u se fu l  f o r  t he  
fu ture .  He was t o  f i n d  out t he  l o y a l t i e s  of t he  var ious  Turkmen 
t r i b e s ;  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  whether t h e i r  l oya l t y  was t o  Russia  o r  
Khiva. I gna t i ev  was a l s o  ordered t o  seek out information about t he  
mi l i t a ry  p o t e n t i a l  of t he  Turkmen inc luding  t he  system of roads 
l ink ing  Khiva with Bukhara; and t he  l oca t i on  of t he  t r a i l s  t h a t  l ed  
over t he  Hindu Kush and Pamirs beyond t o  P e r s i a  and Afghanistan. 
He was a l s o  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  flow of t h e  Amu Darya, which was s ig-  
n i f i c a n t  t o  t he  m i l i t a r y  planners  as t h e  upper reaches of t he  Amu 
Darya and t he  va l l eys  of t he  Hindu Kush had not  ye t  been charted.  

The War Minis t ry ,  apparen t ly  i n  c o n f l i c t  wi th  t he  Foreign 
Ministry,  asked Igna t i ev  t o  e s t a b l i s h  contac t  with t h e  l e ade r s  of t he  
Turkmen who were loca ted  on t h e  f r o n t i e r s  of Khiva. I n  case of 
emergency they could,  perhaps, be u t i l i z e d  and subs id ized  by Russia  
against  Khiva. These nomads were exceedingly u n r e l i a b l e  and an 
a l l i ance  with them could prove d i s a s t rous  t o  e i t h e r  Russia  o r  Khiva. 

Spec ia l  m i l i t a r y  i n s t r u c t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  t he  Aral  Sea 
F l o t i l l a  placed Igna t i ev  i n  f u l l  command over a l l  nava l  a c t i v i t i e s  on 
the Mission. Nagging problems of cormnand e x i s t e d  and according t o  
Igna t iev  t he  naval  commander, Captain Butakov, was no t  easy t o  dea l  
with. Pe r sona l i t y  problems would hound the  expedi t ion.  

Regarding t he  exp lo ra t i on  of t he  Amu Darya, a  ques t ion  
arose as  t o  what was t o  be done i n  w in t e r  with t he  naval  expedi t ion .  
Should t he  F l o t i l l a  be broken up and a  baee (zimovka) s e t  up on 
shore? Of course,  t h i s  might no t  be accepted by t h e  Khivan au thor i -  
t i e s .  I n  f a c t  t he  e n t i r e  nava l  aspect  of t he  Mission was bound t o  
r a i s e  t he  susp ic ions  of t he  Khivana. I t  was f e l t  t h a t  t he  F l o t i l l a  
must remain i n t a c t  but t h a t  I gna t i ev  would have au tho r i t y  t o  decide 
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on t h e  spo t  what should be done. 

Butakov had l ed  an e a r l i e r  expedi t ion  (1848) where he 
learned  a  g r ea t  dea l  about t h e  l oca t i on  of t h e  Amu Darya's entrance 
i n t o  t h e  Aral  Sea. (38) Because of s h i f t i n g  sands ,  however, t he  
exac t  d e l t a  o r  channel needed f o r  t h e  Russian sh ip s  might have 
changed over  t he  years .  Since Butakov had t he  only f i r s t -hand  
knowledge of t he  water  r ou t e ,  h i s  advice was valued even though l a t e r  
i t  would prove t o  be i nco r r ec t .  

Butakov was no t  t he  only problem I g a n t i e v  i n h e r i t e d  from 
the  s t a r t  of t he  t r i p .  The Governor General of Orenberg and Samara, 
General A.A. Katenin (1800-1860), su f f e r ed  t h e  same de lus ions  of 
grandeur a s  Butakov. His resentment of I g n a t i e v ' s  appointment knew 
no bounds due t o  t he  f a c t  t h a t  I g n a t i e v  was ba re ly  25 a t  t h e  time of 
t he  Mission, some 33 yea r s  t he  Governor General ' s  jun ior .  Fur ther ,  
I g n a t i e v ' s  high l e v e l  contac ts  wi th  t he  Viceroy B a r i a t i n s k i i  
(Katenin 's  r i v a l ) ,  M i l i u t i n  and t h e  Tsa r  made him a  t a r g e t  f o r  a l l  
a s p i r i n g  bureaucra t s .  Katenin looked a t  t he  Orenberg s teppe  and 
Khiva a s  h i s  o m  p r i v a t e  domain. He could no t  stomach t h e  f a c t  tha t  
I gna t i ev ,  was "Fl igel-Adjutant  t o  His Highness". I n  f a c t ,  Katenin 
had wanted t o  lead  t he  expedi t ion .  

I n  a  r epo r t  t o  t h e  Tsa r  i n  t he  s p r i n g  of 1858 Katenin 
s t a t e d  about a  month before  t he  expedi t ion  was t o  begin t h a t  
Igna t  i e v ' s  proposed plan (of course,  a c t u a l l y  prepared by t he  Foreign 
Min i s t ry ) ,  was a  bad one. (39) He reminded t he  Tsa r  t h a t  t he  Kirghiz 
(Kazakh) s teppe  was twice t h e  s i z e  of t h e  French Empire and claimed 
t h a t  only he could con t ro l  the  var ious  nomad groups. Katenin offered 
t o  send out h i s  own persona l  convoy from Orenberg o s t ens ib ly  t o  pro- 
t e c t  Igna t iev .  A t  t h e  Emba River about 120 miles  from Orenberg h i s  
convoy would be i n  a  pos i t i on  because of i t s  d e s e r t  experience t o  
assume leadersh ip  over t he  Mission. (40) 

Katenin f e l t  t h a t  I gna t i ev  would be glad t o  get  out of the 
de se r t  and r e tu rn  t o  t he  b r i g h t  l i g h t s  of S t .  Pe te rsburg  a f t e r  only 
t e n  days. I n  a c t u a l  f a c t ,  t he  Emba was hard ly  more than one-sixth of 
the  way t o  Khiva. Apparently Katenin made l i t t l e  impression on t he  
Tsar .  

I gna t i ev ' s  journey t o  Orenberg, t he  l a s t  jumping o f f  place 
before t he  wi lds  of t he  Cen t r a l  A s i ~ n  d e s e r t s ,  began i n  S t .  
Pe te rsburg  on Apr i l  20 ,  1858, a f t e r  a  ga la  f a r ewe l l  pa r ty  given f o r  
him by t he  Tsar .  A t  t h e  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  he was seen of f  by 
Kovalevki i ,  t h e  Head of t h e  A s i a t i c  Department and a r c h i t e c t  of the  
upcoming Mission. 

Upon a r r i v i n g  i n  Orenberg, I g n a t i e v  qu ick ly  contacted t he  
o t h e r  members of t he  expedi t ion .  The group came from a  q u i t e  var ied  
background and Igna t i ev  complained t h a t  he had received too  many 
app l i ca t i ons  f o r  t he  Mission.(41) I t  was very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  him t o  
t u rn  soreone down e s p e c i a l l y  i f  he was a  f r i end  of h i s  family,  and 
the  expedi t ion  t o  Khiva and Bukhara had caught t h e  fancy of t he  
Court youth. A g rea t  dea l  of enthusiasm was displayed.  And, of 
couree, the  way ca ree r s  were made i n  T s a r i s t  Russia ,  a  chance t o  
se rve  Igna t i ev  who c e r t a i n l y  favored young people would no t  h u r t  
one's f u tu r e .  
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The route  of t h e  Embassy went from Orenberg which they  
l e f t  on May 15, across  t h e  Emba River  sou theas t  v i a  t h e  U s t - U r t  
Plateau along t he  western shore  of t h e  Aral  Sea t o  where t he  Amu 
Darya entered t h e  s a l i n e  s ea ;  then south along t h e  r i v e r  t o  Khiva 
and l a t e r  Bukhara. The r e t u r n  journey would no t  be over  t h e  same 
t e r r a i n  but no r th  ac ros s  t h e  d e s e r t  from Bukhara t o  where t h e  Syr 
Darya discharged i n t o  t he  Aral  Sea, and then  no r th  again across  t h e  
Emba (here p a r a l l e l i n g  t h e  f i r s t  t r e k )  t o  Orenberg. 

I gna t i ev  encountered numerous d i f f i c u l t i e s .  The s i t u a t i o n  
i n  Central  Asia was extremely t ense  a t  t h a t  t ime. Khiva was under- 
going a long, drawn out s t r u g g l e  between t he  Uzbek r u l i n g  c l a s s  and 
the Turkmen nomads. This  a l t e r c a t i o n  was i n  f u l l  swing when 
Ignat iev 's  Embassy reached t h e  Emba. A s  Colonel I g n a t i e v ' s  secre-  
t a ry ,  Kiulevein, repor ted :  

Dissension and incessan t  wars gave r i s e  everywhere t o  
t e r r i b l e  i n £  l a t i o n  and famine. The f i e l d s  were no t  sewn 
and remained i n f e r t i l e .  A pood (36 l b s . )  of bread which 
cost usua l ly  80 kopecks now so ld  f o r  f ou r  rub l e s  . . . I n  
the  summer of 1857 a t e r r i b l e  epidemic raged,  probably a 
consequence of t h e  famine and emaciat ion.  Espec i a l l y  hard  
h i t  were t he  ch i l d r en  who became a f f e c t e d  by cholera .  (42) 

Igna t i ev  was faced wi th  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Turkmen Khan, 
Ata-Murad, was blockading two of t h e  main c i t i e s  of Khiva, Kunia- 
Urgench and Khodzheili . Ata-Murad had asked Katenin,  t h e  Governor 
General of Orenberg, f o r  h i s  people t o  rece ive  Russian c i t i z e n s h i p .  
Of  t h i s  l a t t e r  request  I gna t i ev  was no t  made aware. Thus it seemed 
probable t h a t  Katenin might use Ata-Murad t o  t r y  t o  ga in  con t ro l  of 
Igna t iev ' s  Mission. I g n a t i e v  knew t h a t  i f  he nego t i a t ed  wi th  Ata- 
Murad t he  susp ic ions  of t h e  Khivan Khan would be aroused and he  
wisely decided t o  change t he  rou te  t o  Khiva, bypassing Kunia-Urgench 
and t r a v e l l i n g  through Kungrad en rou t e  t o  Khiva. (43) 

La t e r ,  Ata-Murad paid a s p e c i a l  v i s i t  t o  I g n a t i e v ' s  camp 
in  order  t o  gain Russian c i t i z e n s h i p  f o r  t h e  Turkmen. The Khivans 
did not know about t he se  nego t i a t i ons .  Also, t he  Khivans in te rcep-  
ted a l e t t e r  from Katenin i n  Orenberg t o  Ata-Murad, t h e i r  chief  
enemy. Thus Igna t i ev ,  r i g h t  from the  s t a r t ,  had got ten  himself i n t o  
a pr ick ly  s i t u a t i o n  with t he  Khivan Khan, Seid-Mohammed. (44) 

Another problem faced by t he  Embassy was t he  c o n f l i c t  rag- 
ing between Bukhara and Kokand. His i n s t r u c t i o n s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
opposed any Russian p a r t i c i p a t i o n  ( t o  s i d e  with Bukhara, f o r  example) 
in  t ha t  s t r ugg l e .  Yet en rou te  t o  Khiva, he wrote back t o  t h e  
As i a t i c  Department i n  S t .  Pe te rsburg  t h a t  i t  would be wise t o  s i d e  
with Bukhara aga ins t  Kokand, which would allow the  connection of t he  
Syr Darya l i n e  of f o r t s  with t he  S ibe r i an  l i n e  of f o r t s  (Semirechiel ,  
allowing Russia t o  eventua l ly  occupy Turkest an and Tashkent.  S id ing  
with Bukhara, I gna t i ev  a l l eged ,  would be most l o g i c a l  because Kokand 
was continuously h o s t i l e  t o  S t .  Petersburg.  H ~ S  l e t t e r ,  a kind of 
amendment t o  h i s  o r i g i n a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  opted f o r  o f f e r i n g  compensa- 
t i on  t o  Khiva i f  Russian sh ip s  could p ly  t h e  Amu Darya f r e e l y .  (45) 
For example, I gna t i ev  proposed t h a t  a l l  Russian caravans from 
Orenberg t o  Bukhara would go v i a  Khiva, thus a f fo rd ing  t he  Khivans 



an assured 2% t a r i f f  on a l l  goods. 

I n  r ep ly ,  Foreign Min i s t e r  Gorchakov exp re s s ly  fo rb id  
Russian m i l i t a r y  support  f o r  Bukhara i n  i t s  s t r u g g l e  wi th  Kokand. 
Gorchakov a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a k e s  were t o o  dangerous f o r  Russia t o  
ge t  involved i n  a c o s t l y  s t r u g g l e  thousands of mi les  from Europe. 
Also, t he  f e a r  t h a t  B r i t a i n  might i n t e r cede  threw a complete damper 
over t he  opera t ion .  A s  f o r  Russian caravans paying t a r i f f s  i n  Khiva 
on goods going t o  Bukhara, Gorchakov averred t h a t  a complete study 
of t h i s  ques t ion  would have t o  be made by t h e  Minis te r  of Finance. 
( 4 6 )  

These ques t ions  and o the r s  descended upon I g n a t i e v ' s  
caravan l i k e  a dark cloud as  he  d a i l y  ploughed through the  deser t  
from Orenberg. A new c r i s i s  a rose  when Captain Butakov's F l o t i l l a ,  
which was supposed t o  rendezvous wi th  Igna t i ev ' s  land forces  a t  
Chernyshevskii  Bay on t h e  Aral  Sea,  f a i l e d  t o  show up. The sh ips  
had, apparen t ly ,  become completely l o s t  a long t h e  marshy shore l ine  
of t he  Aral  Sea and he could no t  f i n d  t h e  main s t ream because t he  
cur ren t  a t  t h a t  time of yea r  was s o  weak. When Butakov f i n a l l y  did 
f i n d  t h e  co r r ec t  channel,  t h e  Khivan a u t h o r i t i e s  would no t  give him 
permission t o  p ly  t he  A m  Darya south.  

Butakov's F l o t i l l a  c a r r i e d  provis ions  f o r  I g n a t i e v  and was 
very important f o r  h i s  su rv iva l .  Seid-Mohamwd, t h e  Khivan Khan, 
was extremely susp ic ious  of what exac t l y  t h e  Russian Embassy was up 
t o  i n  h i s  lands.  The i n t e r cep t ed  l e t t e r  t o  h i s  r i v a l ,  Ata-Marad, 
and t h e  appearance f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime of t he  modern steam-driven 
European sh ip s  moving across  t h e  Ara l  Sea from t h e  no r th  i n t o  h i s  
country made Seid-Mohammed q u i t e  apprehensive. A major concern was 
Butakov's use of t he  cannonade t o  he lp  s e rve  as  a means t o  determine 
t he  depth of t h e  water .  The t e r r i f i e d  n a t i v e s  were convinced t h a t  
t he  end of t he  world was a t  hand. Without permission t o  reconnoiter  
even t he  lower reaches of t he  Amu Darya, t h e  Russians met wi th  t h e i r  
f i r s t  setback.  

Colonel I gna t i ev ' s  Embassy a r r i v e d  overland i n  Khiva on 
J u l y  18, 1858; i t  had been on t he  road f o r  over two months. Seid- 
Mohammed received t he  Russians very t e n t a t i v e l y .  He seemed very 
i ndec i s ive  and was i n  no mood t o  make any concessions. ( 4 7 )  

The Embassy remained i n  Khiva about s i x  weeks. Igna t iev  
wanted t he  Khan t o  s ign  " the  binding document" e s t a b l i s h i n g  f r i end ly  
r e l a t i o n s  between Russia  and Khiva, which would a c t  ae a guarantee 
f o r  Russian merchants, permit Russian sh ip s  t o  p ly  t he  Amu Darya, 
permit a Ruesian t r ade  o f f i c i a l  t o  l i v e  i n  Khiva and would grant  a 
24% t a r i f f  f o r  Russian goods i n  Khiva. (48) Fu r the r ,  I gna t i ev ,  
on behalf  of t he  Tsar  agreed t o  fo rge t  forever  a l l  previous Russian- 
Khivan c o n f l i c t s ,  inc lud ing  demands on t he  Khan f o r  compensation fo r  
t he  p i l l a g e  of Ruesian caravans on Khivan t e r r i t o r y  i n  t he  pas t .  
He agreed t o  grant  Khivan merchants t h e  same r i g h t s  i n  Russia as  
o the r  Asian merchants and t o  permit Khivans who were marr ied i n  
Russia  t o  b r ing  t h e i r  f ami l i e s  home t o  Khiva. A Khivan agent would 
be allowed t o  take up residence a t  Orenberg and, f i n a l l y ,  Igna t iev  
presented t o  t he  Khan the  p o e e i b i l i t y  t h a t  t he  Russians would agree 
t o  a t a r i f f  on a l l  t r a n s i t  t r a d e  on t he  Amu Darya (Khivan 



t e r r i t o r y ) .  (49) 

No d i r e c t  r e s u l t s  could be go t ten  from Seid-Mohammed. He 
agreed t o  most of t h e  demands, but  balked adamantly on t h e  use  of 
f r ee  navigat ion on t h e  Amu Darya f o r  Russian sh ip s .  The Khivan 
merchant c l a s s  was a f r a i d  t h a t  wi th  Russian sh ipping  on t h e  r i v e r ,  
the l oca l  t r a d e r s  would l o se  a  l o t  of business .  (50) 

While t h e  Russians were wa i t i ng  f o r  t h e  Khan's dec i s ion ,  
an unfortunate inc ident  occurred.  Captain Butakov's steamship t h e  
"Perovskii", while  making surveys of t h e  Ara l  Sea, pa id  a  ransom f o r  
and granted asylum t o  a  Pe r s i an  s l a v e  of t he  Khivans. The Khan was 
l i v i d  and demanded a l l  Russian s h i p s  t o  leave  h i s  t e r r i t o r y  f o r  he  
was ce r t a in  t h e  Russians were organiz ing  a  coup aga in s t  him. Seid- 
Mohammed was e s p e c i a l l y  incensed a t  t h e  type of work t h e  "Perovskii" 
was carrying ou t ,  namely, making surveys of t he  c o a s t l i n e  w i th  very 
sophis t ica ted  instruments .  He claimed the  topographers were t h e  
very epitome of Satan. However, I g n a t i e v  re fused  t o  r e t u r n  t h e  
former s lave .  

The wily Khan waxed ho t  and cold. He obviously could no t  
afford a  major c o n f l i c t  wi th  Russia .  He professed e t e r n a l  f r iend-  
ship with t he  Tsar  i n  S t .  Pe te rsburg  bu t  h i n t e d  t h a t ,  perhaps, 
Igna t iev  was no t  c a r ry ing  out  h i s  mandate co r r ec t l y .  I g n a t i e v  
became wary of cont inuing nego t i a t i ons ,  however, s t a t i n g  t h a t  
t r e a t i e s  meant no th ing  t o  t h e  Khivans and t h a t  i t  might become 
necessary f o r  Russia t o  use phys ica l  i n f l uence  on Khiva a t  which 
time Russia would get  a  f o r t i f i e d  p o s i t i o n  a t  t he  d e l t a  of t he  Amu 
Darya t o  oversee Russian naviga t ion .  (51) 

While t he  Khan kept  s t a l l i n g  t he  s ign ing  of a  t r e a t y ,  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  got more t ense  f o r  t h e  Russians i n  Khiva. Nobody i n  t h e  
Mission s l e p t  a t  n igh t .  Rumors f lew about t h a t  t h e  Khivan govern- 
ment would have them a l l  murdered (which, of course,  i s  axac t ly  
what happened t o  Bekovich i n  1718). It  was no t  s o  much when they 
would d i e  as  t he  means: murder, poison o r  arson.  

Governor General Katenin i n  Orenberg heard of t he se  
happenings and i n  r e t a l i a t i o n  he ordered a  Khivan caravan i n  
Orenberg t o  be he ld  back from r e tu rn ing  home. (52) Nothing moved 
the Khivan Khan t o  s ign  a  t r e a t y .  I nc r ea s ing  d a i l y  p r e s su re  was 
f e l t  by the  Russians but  on August 31, 1858, a f t e r  a  v i s i t  of s i x  
weeks, t he  Igna t i ev  Mission departed Khiva f o r  Bukhara t o  t he  south .  
Nothing had been signed and even i f  i t  had i t  would not  have meant 
anything. Russian-Khivan r e l a t i o n s  rever ted  t o  t he  Trea ty  of 1841 
made by Dani levsk i i  which had a l ready  proved worthless .  

Seid-Mohammed would have l i ked  t o  have murdered t he  
Embassy's members and probably gave i t  a  l o t  of thought .  However, 
he wae i n  no pos i t i on  t o  add another enemy t o  h i s  a l ready  long l i s t .  
Also, a  needless  provocation of the  Russians i n  t he  long run could 
be d i sas t rous  f o r  him. A European power fought d i f f e r e n t l y  from an 
o r i e n t a l  one. Great B r i t a i n  could have supported him aga ins t  Russia  
and only with B r i t i s h  a id  could he survive.  The problem was t h a t  
the  B r i t i s h  main s t ag ing  ground i n  I n d i a  was too  f a r  away t o  commit 
the needed number of t roops and equipment f o r  a  modem war. 



Furthermore, t h e  Khan's s t r u g g l e  wi th  t h e  nomads and t h e  enmity of 
t h e  Bukharans p laced  him i n  a  p r eca r ious  pos i t i on .  

The depar ture  from Khiva was almost f une rea l ,  but  Seid 
Mohammed wae concerned about "face" and co r r ec t  f o r m a l i t i e s  were 
observed. I g n a t i e v ' s  Mission followed t h e  r i g h t  bank of t he  Amu 
Darya southward toward Bukhara which l ay  120 mi les  d i s t a n t .  
Throughout Khivan t e r r i t o r y  t h e  caravan was cons t an t l y  concerned 
about a  s u r p r i s e  a t t a c k .  However, on September 20, 1858, t h e  Mission 
reached t h e  c i t y  of Bukhara. 

Bukhara a t  t h a t  t ime was involved i n  a  hea ted  war with 
Kokand. Consequently, t h e  Emir Nasru l lah  was out of t h e  country. 
The psychologica l  c l imate  was much d i f f e r e n t  from Khiva f o r  t he  
Russians. Distance had made t h e  Russians t h e  l e a s t  pos s ib l e  t h r ea t  
t o  t he  Bukharans. 

I g n a t i e v  drew up t h e  condi t ions  t h e  Russians hoped t h e  
Bukharans would accept  f o r  t h e  improvement and formal iza t ion  of 
r e l a t i o n s .  These included a  reduc t ion  of t h e  t a r i f f s  imposed on 
Russian merchants,  a  more e q u i t a b l e  p r i c i n g  system which d id  no t  
d i sc r imina te  aga ins t  Russian t r a d e r s ,  t h e  s t a t i o n i n g  of a  Russian 
agent i n  Bukhara, s epa ra t e  s t a l l s  f o r  Russian merchants i n  t h e  
caravan-sarai ,  freedom of movement f o r  Russian merchants i n  Bukhara, 
f r e e  naviga t ion  f o r  Russian sh ip s  on t he  Amu Darya and f i n a l l y  t he  
l i b e r a t i o n  of Russian pr i soners .  (53) One can s ee  i n  con t r a s t  t o  the 
Russian-Khivan t a l k s  t he  tremendoue emphasis placed on economic 
ques t ions  and t rade .  

A primary yet  uns ta ted  goal f o r  I g n a t i e v  was t o  thwart 
B r i t i s h  a t tempts  t o  subvert  Bukhara i n  every way pos s ib l e .  The 
B r i t i s h  t h r e a t  t o  Bukhara wae r e a l  becauee i t  was much c lo se r  t o  
Afghanistan where B r i t a i n  had t roops  s t a t i oned .  I g n a t i e v  informed 
S t .  Petereburg t h a t  p r i o r  t o  h i s  a r r i v a l ,  two Englishmen dressed as 
Afghans had appeared i n  Bukhara and upon h i s  a r r i v a l  he discovered 
t h a t  two o t h e r  Englishmen dressed i n  Ind ian  garb were i n  t he  c i t y .  
Even when he was i n  Khiva, I gna t i ev  had heard about B r i t i s h  
i n t r i g u e s  i n  Kokand, which was not  a t  war with Khiva t h a t  B r i t a i n  had 
s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  Kokand teaching  a r t i l l e r y ,  engineer ing  and o the r  m i l i -  
t a r y  s k i l l s .  (54) Fu r the r ,  he had learned  t h a t  Great B r i t a i n  wanted 
t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  m i l i t a r y  a l l i a n c e  with both Khiva and Kokand. When 
i n  Khiva, I gna t i ev  f e l t  i nc l i ned  not  t o  be l i eve  what he l a t e r  found 
out t o  be t r ue .  

On October 31, 1858, t he  Igna t i ev  Mission, a f t e r  a  s i x  week 
s t a y ,  departed Bukhara. By November 26, t h e  group had reached Fort 
#I (now Kazalinsk) on t he  Syr Darya and i n  e a r l y  December, a f t e r  a  
seven monthe' absence, I gna t i ev  reached Orenberg. (55) 

N.P. I gna t i ev  (1832-1908) was t he  godson of Tear  Nicholae I 
(1825-1855). He had impeccable connections which he ld  him i n  good 
e t ead  throughout h i e  diplomatic  l i f e .  A graduate  of t he  Imperial  
Corpe of Pages where h i s  f a t h e r  had eerved as  D i r ec to r ,  he completed 
h i s  educat ion a t  t he  Academy of t he  General S t a f f  and a t  20 years  of 
age was conmiesioned i n  a  Guards Regiment. 
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Igna t i ev  came of age when Russia  was becoming involved i n  
the Crimean War (1853-1856). H i s  p o l i t i c a l  viewpoint was cen t red  
upon expanding Russ ia ' s  p o s i t i o n  out  of t h e  Black Sea and i n t o  t h e  
Mediterranean. Of course,  t h e  main o b s t a c l e  f o r  t h i s  achievement 
was t he  Turkish presence a t  t h e  Bosporus and h i s  f i r s t  assignment 
a f t e r  graduation was t o  s tudy  t h e  Turkish language i n  p r epa ra t i on  
for  h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  Constant inople as  a member of t he  Menshikov 
Mission. 

The Mission 's  t a s k  was t o  work out  some k ind  of arrange- 
ment with the  Su l t an ,  and because it f a i l e d ,  t h e  Crimean War 
occurred. I gna t i ev  was r e c a l l e d  and s e n t  t o  t h e  B a l t i c  provinces 
where he was eventua l ly  promoted t o  Chief Quartermaster  of t h e  
Bal t ic  Corps. It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  no t e  t h a t  he saw no a c t i o n  i n  
the Crimean War, bu t  rece ived  a  coveted pos t  a f t e r  t h e  war as  
Mil i tary Attache t o  Great B r i t a i n ,  and was appointed an a ide  t o  t h e  
Russian de lega t ion  a t  t he  P a r i s  Peace Conference (1856). 

I gna t i ev  made a  speech a t  t h e  conference c a s t i g a t i n g  
Austr ia  (although n e u t r a l )  f o r  occupying Moldavia and Wallachia. He 
claimed t h a t  Aus t r i a  was pressured  i n t o  t h i s  a c t i o n  by Great B r i t a i n ,  
so as t o  force  Russ ia ' s  Bessarabian border  behind t h e  P ru th  River.  
Russia 's i n a b i l i t y  t o  pene t r a t e  south of t h e  Pru th  (which she had 
done so  many times i n  t h e  pa s t  on t h e  road t o  Constant inople)  proved 
c ruc i a l  t o  h e r  de fea t .  

A t  t he  Conference, however, I g n a t i e v  was ab le  t o  save 
Russia t he  l o s s  of southern Bessarabia  which was considered a  moral 
v ic tory  i n  comparison wi th  t h e  major defea t  she su f f e r ed  i n  having 
t o  raze a l l  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  i n  t he  Black Sea.(56) By the  time t h e  
Conference was over  I g n a t i e v  was made t h e  head of t he  Russian 
delegat ion.  

I gna t i ev  spent  only one f u l l  yea r  (1856-1857) out of h i s  
l i f e  i n  the  West, but  it had an enormous inf luence  on him. It 
shaped h i s  views toward t h e  ou t s ide  world and e s p e c i a l l y  England. 
His research on t he  Napoleonic e r a  in f luenced  h i s  sympathy with 
Napoleon's Anglophobia. Like Napoleon, he came t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i f  
one could not  make a  d i r e c t  a t t a c k  on England then t h e  next be s t  
pol icy would be t o  get  a t  England through Asia. (57) Th i s ,  of course,  
was t he  key t o  h i s  views on Russian fore ign  po l i cy ,  and even tua l l y  
he became a prime i n s t i g a t o r  i n  developing a  s t rong  Russian po l i cy  
away from Europe and toward Cen t r a l  Asia  and China. 

I gna t i ev  f e l t  t h a t ,  "The West i s  ~ u s s i a ' s  one danger and 
the West can only open our  eyes t o  t he  f a c t  t h a t  we must guard 
against  her". (58) The i n c i p i e n t  s t i r r i n g s  of I gna t i ev ' s  Pan-Slavism 
date  from t h i s  per iod as  an outgrowth of Slavophilism. He saw i n  
the Slavophile  movement only an expression of n a t i o n a l  s e l f -  
consciousness and looked on a l l  t he  Slavs ou t s ide  of Russia  as 
na tu ra l  a l l i e s  aga in s t  t he  i nc r ea s ing  aggressiveness  of t h e  regenera- 
ted Teutons (Hohenzollerns and e s p e c i a l l y  Hapsburgs). (59) 

As Russian Mi l i t a ry  ~ t t a c h 6  (1856-1857) i n  London he 
showed extra-ordinary indus t ry  and i nde fa t i gab l e  c u r i o s i t y  i n  f e r r e t -  
t i n g  out a l l  kinds of information about B r i t i s h  a c t i v i t y  i n  t he  



Middle Eas t .  He a l s o  s t ud i ed  B r i t i s h  a r t i l l e r y  methods and equip- 
ment i n  o rde r  t o  ' ' c l a r i fy  a l l  t h e  m i l i t a r y  and p o l i t i c a l  in ten t ions  
of our  enemiee i n  As ia  a s  we l l  as i n  Europe'.'. I g n a t i e v  repeatedly 
warned S t .  Pe te rsburg  of B r i t i s h  aggress ive  a t t i t u d e s  toward Russia. 
He s t a t e d  i n  one d i spa tch  t h a t  '!English a r e  a c t i v e l y  prepar ing  f o r  
war and w i l l  l ead  an a t t a c k  from two s ide s :  from t h e  south ,  from the 
Pe r s i an  Gulf,  and from t h e  Eas t  through Afghanistan". (60) 

H i s  s t a y  i n  London, however, ended on a  b i t t e r  note. 
According t o  h i s  nephew, I g n a t i e v  was caught red-handed t r y i n g  t o  
s n i t c h  a  model of a new type  of c a r t r i d g e  ou t  of a  d i sp l ay  i n  the  
B r i t i s h  War Museum. (61) He was eased out  of h i s  p o s i t i o n  but t he  
Tsar  was no t  a t  a l l  d i sp leased .  

Af t e r  t h e  completion of h i s  t r e k  t o  Khiva and Bukhara 
(1858) I g n a t i e v  spent  a  year  i n  Peking n e g o t i a t i n g  wi th  China. He 
became subsequent ly Bead of t h e  A s i a t i c  Department i n  S t .  Petersbarg. 
From 1864-1877 he se rved  a s  Russian Ambassador t o  Turkey where he 
nego t i a t ed  t h e  T rea ty  of San S te fano  which temporar i ly  gave Russia 
a  s t rong  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  Balkans. The r e s u l t s  of t h e  t r e a t y  were 
overturned by t h e  Congress of Ber l in .  The f a i l u r e  of Russia  t o  keep 
t he se  ga ins  caused h i s  e a r l y  r e t i r emen t .  He emerged b r i e f l y  t o  
s e rve  i n  t he  r e ign  of Alexander 111; i n  1881 he  was appointed 
Minis te r  of S t a t e  Lands and l a t e r  Min i s t e r  of I n t e r i o r .  Within a  
year  he  was back i n  re t i rement  because t he  Tsa r  on t h e  advice of 
Pobedonostsev, h i s  Prime Min i s t e r ,  f e l t  by proposing t h e  c a l l i n g  of 
a  Cunsul ta t ive  Assembly he was opening t h e  ga t e s  f o r  t h e  enactment 
of a  cons t i t u t i on . (62 )  

Igna t i ev  was one of t he  a b l e s t ,  most f o r c e f u l  and imagina- 
t i v e  Russian diplomats of t h e  n ine t een th  century.  His 
numerous memoranda revea l  thorough knowledge, ardent  
p a t r i o t i s m  and t he  a b i l i t y  t o  e x p l o i t  an exponent 's weak- 
nesses .  Yet h i s  u n i l a t e r a l i s m  and Panslavism b l inded  him 
t o  Russia 's  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  t o  European powers. His b i t t e r  
r i v a l r y  wi th  Gorchakov and Andrassy prevented him from 
becoming Russia 's  fo re ign  min i s t e r .  His ex t ens ive  memoirs 
publ ished i n  T s a r i s t  Ruesia be fo re  and dur ing  World War I 
a r e ,  de sp i t e  t h e i r  b i t t e r  polemics and tendent ious  s e l f -  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  a  r evea l i ng  account of Russian diplomacy i n  
t he  Near Eas t  before  and during t he  Balkan c r i e i s . ( 6 3 )  

I g n a t i e v ' s  memoirs of h i s  Mission, t r a n e l a t e d  from o r ig i -  
n a l  Russian and abridged,  a r e  presen ted  i n  t he  fol lowing pages along 
with a  few concluding remarks. Miasiia u Khivv i v Bukharu (Miss im 
t o  Khiva and Bukharal was o r i g i n a l l y  publ ished i n  1897. These 
memoirs inc lude  many of Igna t iev '  s  l e t t e r e  and correspondence with 
t he  A s i a t i c  Department; t he  most i n t e r e s t i n g  of which a r e  thoee 
wr i t t en  t o  h i s  f a t h e r .  I g n a t i e v  had an eye f o r  drama and a f l a i r  
f o r  i n t r i g u e  which comes across  q u i t e  e t rongly  i n  h i e  wr i t i ngs .  And 
perhaps most important ly,  t h e  rrremoirs provide a h i s t o r i c a l  context 
f o r  understanding I g n a t i e v ' s  p o l i t i c s  and pe reona l i t y ,  which i n  con- 
junc t ion  with h i s  high Court connections formed the  d r iv ing  force  
behind t he  change i n  Russian po l icy  from diplomatic  t o  m i l i t a r y  i n  
t he  1860s. 
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Naval L i e u t e n a n t  A. F. Mozha i sk i i .  l a t e r  immor ta l i zed  f o r  h i s  
e f f o r t s  t o  c r e a t e  an a i r p l a n e ,  s e r v e d  a s  C a p t a i n  Butakov 's  
deputy on t h e  A r a l  Sea  F l o t i l l a .  The as t ronomer  K.V. S t r u v e  
who came from a  v e r y  prominent Russ ian  f a m i l y ,  accompanied t h e  
group. H i s  r o l e  was t o  g a i n  new f i x e s  on t h e  s t a r s  from t h e  
d e s e r t .  I g n a t i e v ' s  Embassy a l s o  i n c l u d e d  one of t h e  l e a d i n g  
o r i e n t a l i s t s  of t h e  day, P e t e r  Ivanov ich  Lerkh (1828-1884) , who 
represen ted  t h e  Academy of S c i e n c e s  and b rough t  back impor tan t  
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Khiva appeared o c c a s i o n a l l y  i n  t h e  Russ ian  p r e s s .  See B a r t o l ' d ,  
V . V .  Sochineniia. I X .  I s t o r i i a  izucheniia vostoka v evrope 
i Ross i i ,  Moscow. 1967, p. 441. 
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62. The Igna t i evs  had anc ien t  r o o t s  i n  Russian s o i l .  They a re  
be l ieved  t o  have evolved from t h e  "Chernigov nob i l i t y " .  The 
f i r s t  one i n  recorded h i s t o r y ,  Biakont ,  worked f o r  t h e  Moscow 
Grand Pr ince  i n  1340. His son was t h e  Metropoli tan Aleksei 
who was i n  charge of cons t ruc t ion  of t he  f i r s t  s e t  of wal l s  
around the  Kremlin i n  1366. However, t h e  Igna t i evs  were not 
of t he  h ighes t  c i r c l e  of n o b i l i t y  i n  Moscow; they  a t t a i n e d  
ranks of fa lconer  and musketeer,  Vas'ka p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  the 
StreZ t t sy  Revolt of 1698 and was executed on t h e  Lobnoe mesto 
and Red Square by P e t e r  t he  Great.  I gna t i ev ' s  g randfa ther ,  a  
major,  served a s  Commandant of a  smal l  f o r t  i n  t he  west of 
Russia which never  surrendered t o  Napoleon (1812) during t he  
French invasion.  

I gna t i ev ' s  f a t h e r ,  Pave1 Nikolaevich,  graduated from 
Moscow Univers i ty ,  was a  member of t he  Preobrazhenski i  
Regiment and served i n  P a r i s  during t he  Napoleonic Wars. Upon 
h i s  r e tu rn  t o  Russia  i n  1825 he jo ined  t he  Decembrist movement 
u n t i l  December 14 ( t he  l a s t  day) when h i e  mother t a lked  him 
out of p a r t i c i p a t i n g .  He was t h e  Company Commander of t he  
f i r s t  company t h a t  came out on t he  square a t  t h e  coronat ion of 
Nicholas I and was greeted i n  a  persona l  f r i e n d l y  manner by 
t he  Tear-to-be. A l l  h i s  l i f e  he epoke of t he  ~ r e o b r a z h e n s k i i  
Regiment with grea t  r e spec t .  He l a t e r  served as  Di rec tor  of 
t he  Imperial  Corps of Pages where many of the  lead ing  o f f i -  
c i a l s  of Alexander's re ign  had at tended.  For example, D.A.  
Mi l i u t i n  had been a  graduate .  No doubt young Igna t i ev  bene- 
f i t t e d  from these  contac ts .  A s  a  member of t h e  Army Medical 
Academy he attempted t o  l i b e r a t e  i t  from t h e  German domination 
over i t s  personnel and curriculum. A t  any event  t he  e l d e r  
Igna t i ev  was we l l  connected i n  t h e  Russia  of Alexander 11. 

I g n a t i e v ' s  mother was a  member of a  prominent i n d u s t r i a l -  
ist family,  the  ~ a l ' t s e v s ;  h e r  e l d e r  b ro the r  s t a r t e d  a  fac tory  
t h a t  produced r a i l r o a d  cars .  Another b ro the r  founded a  g l a s s  
f ac to ry  i n  Gus'Khrustal 'nyi.  Both of these  e n t e r p r i s e s  were 
founded with a  l a rge  amount of French c a p i t a l .  
EntaikZopedicheskii sZovert, 11, p. 784. 
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the I n s t i t u t e  of Higher Education f o r  Mi l i t a ry .  He r e t i r e d  i n  
1947 as  a  Lieutenant  General i n  t he  Sovie t  Arrny. See Igan t i ev ,  
Aleksei Alekseivich.  50 l e t  v s troiu .  Moscow. 1941. 
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C H A P T E R  I 

PREPARATIONS 

It i s  c l e a r  from the  s t a r t  t h a t  I gna t i ev ,  although a 
r e l a t i v e l y  obscure young diplomat i n  t h e  T s a r ' s  s e r v i c e ,  was a major 
f a c t o r  i n  s h i f t i n g  t he  o v e r a l l  emphasis of Russ ia ' s  f o r e ign  pol icy 
a f t e r  t h e  Crimean War from Europe t o  Asia. The hidden reason f o r  
t he  Embassy t o  t he  h igh ly  i n a c c e s s i b l e  khanates  of Khiva and Bukhara 
was t o  acqui re  information of a m i l i t a r y  and p o l i t i c a l  na tu r e  so 
t h a t  sooner o r  l a t e r  a m i l i t a r y  campaign could be conducted. I n  
1839 under General Pe rovsk i i  such a t a s k  had been undertaken which 
had ended i n  complete f a i l u r e  because of f a u l t y  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  

I g a n t i e v  was unable t o  impress h i s  own p lans  f o r  t he  
expedi t ion  on t he  o t h e r  government f i gu re s .  He was forced  t o  s e t t l e  
f o r  a compromise on t he  mechanics of t h e  expedi t ion .  From the  
beginning he had t roub l e  s e t t i n g  up t he  po in t  of rendezvous with 
t he  Aral  Sea F l o t i l l a .  Communications between I g n a t i e v  and 
Captain Butakov were bad. No loca t i on  was ever  agreed upon where 
Butakov's s h i p  the  "Perovskii" would meet up wi th  I g n a t i e v ' s  over- 
land Embassy on t he  western shore of t h e  Ara l  Sea. The general  
a r ea  of meeting was t o  be i n  t he  Chernyshevskii  Bay. There was no 
te legraph  a t  t h a t  time. Another nega t ive  problem was t h a t  Governor 
Katenin, t he  Governor-General of Orenberg Province,  f e l t  he should 
have been the  leader  of t he  Embassy s i n c e  he had spent  over 20 years 
i n  t he  a rea .  Katenin 's  jealousy of I g n a t i e v  wi th  h i s  most favor- 
ab l e  c r e d e n t i a l s  caused no end of problems. 

The jumping of f  p lace  from Russia  i n t o  Cen t r a l  Asia i n  the  
18508, t he  l a s t  f r o n t i e r  ou tpos t ,  was Orenberg s i t u a t e d  over 700 
miles  from Khiva and 820 from Bukhara; t he se  two khanates  lay t o  the 
south over h o s t i l e  de se r t s .  I g n a t i e v  a r r i ved  i n  Orenberg on May 1, 
1858 leav ing  him two weeks t o  assemble h i s  Embasay f o r  t he  t r e k  over 
t h e  deaer t .  

To make mat te rs  worse before  he even began t he  t r e k  t he  
r e l a t i o n s  between Khiva and Bukhara were extremely h o s t i l e .  Thus 
he had t he  add i t i ona l  problem of wondering whether t h e  Khivans whom 
he waa t o  v i s i t  f i r s t  would permit him t o  c ross  over through t h e i r  
lands t o  t h e i r  enemy, Bukhara. Each suspected t h e  o the r  of g r ea t  
d u p l i c i t y  i n  regard t o  I g n a t i e v ' s  Embasay. F i n a l l y  could 
Igna t i ev  expect t o  r e tu rn  home t o  Russia from Bukhara v i a  Khivan 
t e r r i t o r y  where he had a l ready  v i s i t e d ?  Igna t i ev  i n s i s t e d  on a 
r e tu rn  t o  Russia on a completely d i f f e r e n t  rou te  keeping him out of 
Khivan t e r r i t o r y .  A t  t h e  same time Khiva i t s e l f  was r iven  by c i v i l  



"The Main Square of Vernoe in 1857." Pencil drawing by Pave1 Koshar- 
ov, 1857. Courtesy o f  the All-Union Geographical Society, Lenin- 
grad, USSR. 



war brought on by Turkoman t r i b e s .  I g n a t i e v ' s  Embassy, however, in 
s p i t e  of a l l  these  problems and many o t h e r s  was ab l e  t o  depart 
Russian s o i l  from Orenberg on May 15,  1858 . 

I n  September, 1857, no t  wanting t o  get  an o f f i c i a l  diplo- 
matic  post  i n  t he  Or i en t ,  I asked f o r  "a  non p u b l i c  of f ice" ,  as an 
u n o f f i c i a l  observer  who was we l l  acquainted wi th  t h e  Eas t .  I told 
Gorchakov, "In case of an explos ion  with Great B r i t a i n ,  only i n  
Asia can we expect t o  win and harm Turkey. I n  peace t ime,  diff icul-  
t i e s  s t a r t e d  by Great B r i t a i n  i n  Asia  and t h e  i nc r ea se  of our 
in f luence  i n  those  coun t r i e s  which s e p a r a t e  Russia  from the  Bri t ish 
Empire, w i l l  be  t he  b e s t  guarantee of keeping t he  peace with Great 
Br i ta in" .  

I f e l t  t h a t  Asia  was t he  only a r e a  remaining f o r  our trade 
a c t i v i t i e s  and development of our  i ndus t ry  because we were too weak 
t o  e n t e r  i n t o  succes s fu l  competi t ion wi th  Great B r i t a i n ,  France, 
Belgium and t he  United S t a t e s  of America. The i nves t i ga t i on  of 
Cent ra l  Asia  and t he  promotion of f r i e n d l y  t i e s  i n  t h i s  region would 
i nc r ea se  Russian in f luence  and l e s sen  Great B r i t a i n ' s .  

I n  conversat ions with P r ince  Konstant in Nikolaevich, 
Gorchakov, t he  War Min i s t e r  and Kovalevski i ,  I con t inua l l y  showed 
the  neces s i t y  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h i s  region i n  o rde r  t o  subordinate  
Cent ra l  Asia t o  Russian i n f luence ,  ga in  con t ro l  of Amu Darya ( i f  not 
i n  f a c t ,  then p o l i t i c a l l y  and commercially) f o r  t h e  use of our m i l i -  
t a r y  sh ip s  and f i n a l l y  t o  t h r e a t e n  Great B r i t a i n  i n  order  t o  force 
i t  t o  value our  f r i endsh ip .  Kovalevskii  agreed wi th  me about the 
i nves t i ga t i on  of Cent ra l  Asia and t h e  importance of t he  Amu Darya. 
I wrote s e v e r a l  no tes  proposing t o  send expedi t ions  t o  P e r s i a  and 
Afghanistan by sp r ing ,  and i n s i s t e d  t h a t  an Embassy be sen t  t o  the 
Syr Darya and from t h e r e  t o  t he  Amu Darya not l a t e r  than Apr i l  15. 

I t  was decided t o  send two expedi t ions :  one s c i e n t i f i c -  
p o l i t i c a l  t o  Herat and pos s ib ly  l a t e r  t o  Afghanistan v i a  Pe r s i a ;  
another f o r  t he  i nves t i ga t i on  of t h e  Amu Darya, Khiva and Bukhara 
under t he  p r e t ex t  of r e tu rn ing  a  Russian Embassy t o  Cent ra l  Asia t o  
r ec ip roca t e  the  Embassy of t he  khanates  which had been sen t  t o  the 
coronat ion of Alexander 11. 

Knowing t h a t  A s i a t i c s  r eac t  only t o  ma te r i a l  fo rce  and 
t h a t  diplomatic  d i scuss ions  r a r e l y  b r ing  p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t s ,  I sugges- 
ted c e r t a i n  measures be taken t h a t  would exe r t  in f luence  by t he  
Embassy on the  Khiva and Bukhara khans and s t i p u l a t e  as a condition 
of the  Embassy, t h a t  i n  these  two A s i a t i c  c a p i t a l s ,  our  naval  ships  
rece ive  permission t o  use t he  Amu Darya. Kovalevskii  of t he  
A s i a t i c  Department agreed with my poin t  of view. I a l s o  proposed 
t he  need f o r  a  F l o t i l l a  t o  accompany the  Embassy, but  d e t a i l s  could 
no t  be worked out without a  p re l iminary  agreement with t he  naval 
adminis t ra t ion  and the  Orenberg Governor General.  

Soon a f t e r  my depar ture  from S t .  Pe te rsburg  t o  Turkey and 
Egypt ( a t  t he  end of October) ,  E .V.  Kovalevski i ,  i n  agreement with 



Konstantin Niko laev ich ,  wro te  a r e p o r t  t h a t  somewhat changed t h e  
o r i g i n a l  p roposa l ;  b u t  w i t h  t h e  T s a r ' s  s u p p o r t ,  d e c i s i v e  s t e p s  were 
taken g iv ing  t h e  Embassy t h e  power it needed by A p r i l ,  1858. These 
changes marked t h e  beg inn ing  of t h e  problems, c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  and 
i n t r i g u e  which plagued t h e  Embassy's c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n .  

The b i g g e s t  problems I faced  came from t h e  Chief  of  t h e  
Aral F l o t i l l a  (A. Butakov),  who wanted t o  a c t  independen t ly  and have 
the  Naval Headquar ters  hand le  t h e  whole a f f a i r  ( p r e p a r i n g  t h e  s h i p s ,  
e t c . ) ;  and from t h e  Governor General of  Orenberg (Katenin)  who 
wanted t o  main ta in  o v e r a l l  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  Embassy and l e a d  it v i a  
the  s teppe t o  t h e  Emba w i t h  h i s  own p e r s o n a l  detachment.  

The Chief of t h e  A r a l  ~ l o t i l l a ,  Butakov (Alekse i )  had l i v e d  
f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  i n  F o r t  #1 (Kazal insk)  i n  boredom and w i t h  t h e  
des i re  f o r  g lo ry .  He cons ide red  t h e  A r a l  Sea and Amu Darya h i s  
exclusive  p r e s e r v e ,  i n t e n d i n g  t o  c o n t r o l  a l l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
research,  and t o  g e t  c r e d i t  f o r  b r i n g i n g  t h e  f i r s t  Russian n a v a l  
ships  on t h e  Amu Darya. T h i s  dream meant t h a t  h e  would n o t  p u t  up 
with anything b l o c k i n g  h i s  goa l .  I t  would be d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a newly 
a r r ived  Chief from S t .  P e t e r s b u r g  t o  know what t o  expec t .  

The Governor General  looked a t  t h e  Orenberg s t e p p e  and t h e  
khanates as  h i s  own ~ r i v a t e  domain. He could n o t  stomach t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  I ,  a c t i n g  a s  "Fl igel-Adjutant  t o  h i s  ~ i g h n e s s " ,  r e p o r t e d  
d i r e c t l y  t o  S t .  P e t e r s b u r g  and n o t  t o  him. Ka ten in  was d i s s a t i s f i e d  
with t h e  d e c i s i o n s  of t h e  Committee and o r d e r s  which came from 
S t .  Pe te r sburg ,  and proposed t o  p e r s o n a l l y  l e a d  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  and 
appoint h i s  own "Chief of S t a f f "  o r  Quar te rmas te r  a s  Chief of t h e  
Embassy. He s u s p i c i o u s l y  and n e g a t i v e l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  my appointment.  
In  s p i t e  of my p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  him a s  w e l l  a s  good fami ly  
connections,  my a r r i v a l  was unp leasan t .  "General Adjut ant"  
Katenin wanted t o  go t o  t h e  Ki rgh iz  s t e p p e  f o r  t h e  whole summer and 
approach Khiva, and proposed t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  Embassy and i t s  convoy 
from h i s  own p e r s o n a l  detachment.  

A s  a s o r t  of compromise, i t  was decided t h a t  Katenin  would 
i n  f a c t  accompany t h e  Embassy w i t h  a m i l i t a r y  detachment from 
Orenberg u n t i l  i t  reached t h e  Khivan f r o n t i e r  a c r o s s  t h e  U s t - U r t  
P la teau .  Katenin  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  detachment ' s  presence would h e l p  t o  
r e s t r a i n  h o s t i l e  Turkmen from any a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  t r a n s p o r t  of 
the  Embassy. 

Once a c r o s s  t h e  U s t - U r t  , t h e  Embassy was t o  meet ~ u t a k o v ' s  
F l o t i l l a  a t  Chernyshevski i  Bay on t h e  Ara l  Sea.  Butakov r e c e i v e d  
i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  " t o  b r i n g  a s t eamer  w i t h  two barges  and go a long  t h e  
e a s t e r n  U s t - U r t ,  on a p a r a l l e l  w i t h  t h e  Embassy, a l lowing  them t h e  
continuous p o s s i b i l i t y  t o  r e c e i v e  a i d  and s u p p l i e s  from t h e  s h i p s  
r i g h t  up t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e  of Khivan t e r r i t o r y " .  

The Aral  Sea and t h e  d e l t a  of t h e  Amu Darya were i n v e s t i g a -  
t e d  by Russian s a i l o r s  under t h e  command of Butakov ( i n  t h e  s t eamers  
"Perovskii" and "Orbruchev") i n  1848 and 1849. From t h i s  we l e a r n e d  
t h a t  the  Amu Darya (Oxus) flows i n t o  t h e  Aral  Sea through f i v e  bran- 
ches. Butakov considered t h e  branches  Taldyk and Laudan a c c e s s i b l e  
f o r  t h e  s h i p s  of our  A r a l  F l o t i l l a ,  and i n  o r d e r  t o  a l l a y  t h e  d i f f i -  
c u l t i e s  f o r  n a v i g a t i o n ,  he planned t o  l i g h t e n  t h e  load of t h e  
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"Perovski i"  when c ros s ing  over  t h e  sand b a r  by t r a n s f e r r i n g  the  fuel 
as  we l l  as some f r e i g h t  onto two barges.  My whole expedi t ion  was 
based on those  plans.  When I was s t i l l  i n  S t .  Pe t e r sbu rg  I wrote a 
no te  t o  Butakov i n  which I i n s i s t e d  on more s u b s t a n t i a l  information 
than  j u s t  t h e  paper suppos i t ions .  

I never  rece ived  any explana t ion  o r  answer t o  any of my 
ques t ions  d e s p i t e  my i n s i s t e n c e  on having explana t ions  before  depar- 
t u r e  i n  o rde r  t o  c a l c u l a t e  accu ra t e ly  how the  Embassy might coordi- 
n a t e  c lo se ly  wi th  t h e  F l o t i l l a .  Only l i m i t e d  assurances were given 
m e  t h a t  p o s i t i v e  s t e p s  had been taken f o r  t h e  succes s fu l  navigation 
of t h e  "Perovski i"  and "Obruchev" and t h a t  t h e  former, wi th  Butakov 
on board,  would wai t  f o r  us a t  Chernyshevskii  Bay and would communi- 
c a t e  t o  me a l l  necessary  information.  I n  such a  fash ion  t he  
Embassy would depar t  from Orenberg, i n  complete ignorance about what 
t o  expect  i n  t he  Ara l  Sea and not  knowing whether Butakov's program 
could be completed. 

I n  s p i t e  of t he  unexpected lack  of p r epa ra t i on  i n  S t .  
Pe te rsburg  regard ing  t h e  Ara l  F l o t i l l a ,  I had warned Captain Butakov 
t h a t  i t  would be necessary  t o  has ten  t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  steamship t o  
the  Aral  Sea because I would a r r i v e  toward t he  middle of June a t  
Chernyshevskii  Bay. My p lans  were t o  t r a n s f e r  p a r t  of t h e  cargo t o  
t he  steamer f o r  f e r r y i n g  along t h e  A ibug i r sk i i  Bay. Butakov was 
a l s o  t o  leave a  supply of water  f o r  our  caravan i n  t he  U s t - U r t  
P la teau .  I t  seemed impossible  f o r  t h e  Embassy t o  c ross  Aibugi rsk i i  
Bay without  t h e  a i d  of t he  F l o t i l l a ,  and i n  view of t he  upcoming 
dangers i n  Khivan t e r r i t o r y  I f e l t  s epa ra t i ng  t he  caravan from the  
convoy ( l eav ing  only t h e  convoy f o r  defense) was implausible .  

Thinking t h a t  o rders  could be i s sued  and c a r r i e d  out as if 
t h i s  were Krasnoe Se lo  (headquarters  of t he  T s a r i s t  Army near  S t .  
Pe t e r sbu rg ) ,  Katenin had no idea  of t he  p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
between t h e  Khivan Khan and Russia;  nor  d i d  he understand t he  l oca l  
condi t ions  of c l imate i n  Khiva and Bukhara. He had made plans f o r  
the  Embassy's r e tu rn  from Bukhara through Khiva and the  Ust-Urt 
P la teau .  I noted t he  inconvenience of h i s  plan and I warned 
Katenin i n  w r i t i n g  about my preference  f o r  t he  rou te  of t he  re turn  
journey. I n  Orenberg, I co l l ec t ed  information about t he  h o s t i l e  
a t t i t u d e s  of t he  Khivans, t he  t reachery  of t he  Khan (~e id-~ohammed) ,  
and t he  p ro t ec t i on  rendered by him t o  t he  ant i -Russian Kirghiz .  

I n  an explanatory no te  t o  t he  Viz ie r  i n  Khiva ( t h e  Vizier  
handled fore ign  a f f a i r s  f o r  t he  Khan), Katenin,  a t  my r eques t ,  
pointed out t h a t  t he  Embassy's rou te  "would be t he  way t h e  Khan 
wanted". The l e t t e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  I was bound t o  go from Khiva t o  
Bukhara and from Bukhara " t o  has ten  back t o  Russia",  and went on t o  
s t a t e  t h a t  I wanted t o  avoid a  long s t a y  i n  Khiva by conducting 
nego t i a t i ons  " in  t he  l e a s t  pos s ib l e  amount of time". 

I t  was obvious t h a t  t he  expedi t ion  thought up by me i n  
October,  1857, had become d i s t o r t e d  and deprived of i t s  b a s i s .  I 
f e l t  t h a t  due t o  Katenin 's  and Butakov's i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  t he  movement 
of t he  Embassy would be slowed down, made complicated and made depen- 
dent on a  number of chances r e l a t e d  t o  the  t ime l ine s s  of Butakov's 
a r r i v a l  on the  Aral  Sea, i n  addi t ion  t o  t he  neces s i t y  f o r  t h e  



Embassy t o  go v i a  t h e  s teppe  wi th  a  l a rge  m i l i t a r y  detachment and 
caravan which would sub j ec t  us t o  delays and unhelpfu l  depr iva t ions .  

A l l  t h i s  would make a  h y p o c r i t i c a l  impression i n  Khiva, 
for  I f e l t  t h a t  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of a l l  t h i s  t o  t h e  Khivans would 
hardly cont r ibu te  t o  t he  impression t h e  Governor General wanted t o  
make. I n  S t .  Pe te rsburg  I could no t  have foreseen  a l l  t he  d i f f i c u l -  
t i e s  created by t h e  need t o  implement a  concerted program wi th  t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  Governor General and t he  Chief of Aral  F l o t i l l a .  
It was d i f f i c u l t  t o  gain a  c l e a r  understanding of how t o  prepare and 
how t o  supply t h e  expedi t ion .  The l o c a l  Orenberg adminis t ra t ion  
managed without r e s t r a i n t  t o  f u l f i l  i t s  d e s i r e s ,  both dreamed up 
and whimsical. 

Before I had l e f t  S t .  Pe te rsburg ,  I was aware of 
Kovalevskii 's  main goal ,  " t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  Amu Darya as  much a s  
possible and t o  draw a  map of t h i s  region,  d i s ce rn  whether t h e  va l -  
ley of t he  Amu Darya would be s u i t a b l e  f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n  i n  t he  f u t u r e ;  
and t o  i nves t i ga t e  t he  development of t r a d e  and navigat ion".  

The long range goal of our  Embassy was t o  f i n d  t he  be s t  
independent rou te  t o  I n d i a  v i a  t h e  Syr Darya and Amu Darya o r  v i a  
Kashgar, due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Russia  was not  permit ted t o  go through 
Persia .  I n  s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t he  expedi t ion  had supp l i e s  f o r  
one and a  h a l f  yea r s ,  I wanted t o  r e t u r n  from Bukhara i n  November. 
If the  Khans agree t o  t he  v i s i t  of our  commercial agents  i n  t h e i r  
c ap i t a l s ,  then we would seek permission t o  leave some kind of 
caravan-base without any o f f i c i a l  sanc t ions .  Kovalevskii  begged me 
t o  avoid leav ing  my p lace  of domicile i n  Khiva and Bukhara and t o  
"never appear t o  t he  Bukharan E m i r  on horseback i n  t he  s t r e e t " .  

H e  decided i n  case of a  lack of money I was t o  borrow it 
in  the  name of t he  Foreign Ministry i n  Khiva and Bukhara. To my 
question, "What should be done i f  t he  Khan, i n  case of some imagined 
f e a r ,  received t he  Embassy i n  an i n so l en t  o r  nega t ive  fash ion  o r  i f  
the approach of our sh ips  t o  t h e  Khivan shore evoked a  response of 
gunfire?", Kovalevskii  answered t h a t  " i n  t he  event  of l o c a l  h o s t i l e  
a c t i v i t y  I was no t  t o  pay any a t t e n t i o n  nor  a t t a c h  any p o l i t i c a l  
e ign i f icance  t o  i t ;  but i f  I have a l ready  reached Khiva and t h e r e  i s  
a  dis turbance o r  a  s l a u g h t e r ,  t h a t  I should l e a rn  from s p i e s  t he  
nature of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and decide i n  good time t o  leave t h e  Khivan 
t e r r i t o r y u .  

Concerning t he  en t rance  of sh ip s  i n t o  t he  Amu Darya, 
desp i te  the Khivan Khan, i t  was decided with g r ea t  caut ion t h a t  t he  
Khivans would not be allowed t o  hold up t he  Embassy by means of a  
ransom. We were not  t o  r i s k  having t he  F l o t i l l a  spend t he  w in t e r  i n  
the r i v e r ,  and i n s t ead  were i n s t r u c t e d  t o  drop back t o  t he  r i v e r  
d e l t a  a t  the  en t rance  i n t o  t he  Aral  Sea i f  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  should 
a r i s e .  

The Ministry authorized me t o  promise t o  l e s sen  t he  t a r i f f s  
a t  the  Cuetome on t he  f r o n t i e r  f o r  t he  Khivan and Bukharan goods i n  
re turn  f o r  our opening of naviga t ion  on t he  Amu Darya. To t he  
queetion of "what po in t  of view we should take  i n  Khiva concerning 
an extension of t he  Syr Darya m i l i t a r y  l i n e  by our forces  and what 



should be t h e  Embassy's p o s i t i o n  i f  Russian cap t ive s  of t he  Khivans 
run d i r e c t l y  t o  us f o r  p ro tec t ion" ,  Kovalevski i  gave t he  following 
answers: "No attempt should be made t o  give our  view on extension 
of t h e  Syr Darya l i n e ;  i t  would be b e t t e r  no t  t o  a i d  and abet 
Russian p r i sone r s  i n  Khiva o r  g ive  them p ro t ec t i on .  This  might 
endanger t he  whole Mission". 

Concerning P e r s i a  and Pe r s i ans  t h e  Mission was instructed 
t o  avoid contac t  with Pe r s i an  emi s sa r i e s ,  but  t o  be f r i end ly  i f  they 
were met. We were t o  a s s i s t  P e r s i a ,  but  n o t  Dost Mohammed 
(Afghanistan) and were t o  speak up f o r  Pe r s i an  cap t ive s  i n  the  
khanates  and con t r i bu t e  a  cash donat ion f o r  t h e i r  r e l ea se .  

I n  connection wi th  n a t i v e s  from I n d i a  t h a t  we  might meet 
i n  Cent ra l  Asia ,  Kovalevski i  advised a t tempt ing  t o  sow mis t rus t  of 
t he  Engl i sh ,  and i f  any Ind ians  wanted t o  de fec t  from Khiva o r  
Bukhara, we were t o  promise them asylum. The Mission was given per- 
mission t o  communicate wi th  Khanykov bu t  was forbidden t o  send a  
Russian agent t o  Balkh, Kunduz, Gissar  and o t h e r s ,  and ins tead ,  was 
given orders  t o  wai t  f o r  a  t r u s t e d  o f f i c i a l  s e n t  from t h e  above 
towns, o r  i f  we had t o  send someone it should be a  Kirghiz. 

Keeping i n  mind t he  many rumors t h a t  a r i s e  i n  t he  East ,  I 
asked Kovalevskii  "whether we should g ive  support  t o  a  defensive 
union among Afghanist an, P e r s i a ,  Bukhara and o the r  independent 
s t a t e s  bordering on I n d i a  wi th  t h e  goa l  of being h o s t i l e  t o  England, 
and whether we shouldn ' t  push f o r  a  s i m i l a r  grouping of s t a t e s  i n  
Cent ra l  Asia thus  t r y i n g  t o  inc lude  Khiva and Kokand i n  t he  
a l l i ance?"  The D i r ec to r  of t he  A s i a t i c  Department s t a t e d  t h a t ,  "we 
should attempt t he  above as  f a r  a s  pos s ib l e ,  i f  i t  was feas ib le" .  

As a  consequence of t he se  dec is ions  and i n  conjunction 
with Katenin 's  and Butakov's d e s i r e s ,  I f e l t  t h a t  t he  Ministry 
hadn' t  given m e  enough means f o r  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  goal  I had 
i n  mind and i t  was already too  l a t e  and not  i n  my power t o  change 
Katenin 's  program. Heatedly,  I t o l d  t h i s  t o  Kovalevskii  and predic- 
t ed  deplorable  r e s u l t s  and t he  pos s ib l e  f a? lu r e  of t h e  expedi t ion.  
But because of youthfu l  passion and courage, I considered i t  a  
mat te r  of honor not  t o  evade t he  d i f f i c u l t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and t o  do 
every th ing  t h a t  was i n  my power i n  order  t o  se rve  t h e  t r u s t  of my 
Tsar.  

By the  conclusion of my v i s i t  t o  S t .  Pe te rsburg  a t  the  end 
of March, I found the  whole a f f a i r  decided inc luding  t h e  appointment 
of a  g rea t  number of unnecessary people from d i f f e r e n t  departments, 
t he  major i ty  of whom were taken from t h e  Orenberg D i s t r i c t  ( se lec ted  
by t he  Governor General) .  I would make t h e i r  acquaintance only on 
t he  eve of the  expedi t ion  which was t o  depart  on May 15, 1858. It 
was already too l a t e  t o  make t h a t  deadl ine ,  because i t  l e f t  me only 
20 days a t  t he  assembly poin t .  The Aral  F l o t i l l a ,  de sp i t e  t he  
assurances of Katenin and Butakov, could no t  be o u t f i t t e d  i n  order  
t o  be ready f o r  our rendezvous a t  Chernyshevskii  Bay. 

A major problem we would face  would be t he  neces s i t y  t o  
wait  out the  confluence of t he  Amu Darya f o r  a more favorable  time, 
because t he  water  i n  the  r i v e r  is very low i n  June. My objec t ions  



t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  of F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  r e p l y  from b o t h  t h e  
Minis ter  and t h e  Naval M i n i s t r y ,  and was i n  t h e  form of  s o o t h i n g  
phrases such as :  " t h a t  i s  t h e  way it looks  from your  van tage  p o i n t  
but a c t u a l l y ,  t h e  o b s t a c l e s  a r e  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  and Ka ten in  and 
Butakov w i l l  r e c e i v e  o r d e r s  t o  h a s t e n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n s " .  

U n t i l  A p r i l  15,  I con t inued  t o  send i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  War 
Ministry which I had a l r e a d y  c o l l e c t e d  i n  England. On A p r i l  19,  I 
received l e t t e r s  of c r e d e n t i a l s  t o  t h e  Khiva and Bukhara governments 
and i n s t r u c t i o n s  from t h e  Fore ign  M i n i s t r y  and War M i n i s t r y .  

On A p r i l  20, I began t o  have g r e a t  f e a r s  of t h e  dangers  
concerning t h e  upcoming t r i p .  S e v e r a l  of my f r i e n d s  d i s t u r b e d  me 
with t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  T s a r  and P r i n c e  Gorchakov "were a t t empt -  
ing t o  g e t  r i d  of me w i t h  t h e s e  i n f o r m a l ,  d e t a i l e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  
the  hope t h a t  I would p e r i s h  somewhere o r  t h a t  I would b r i n g  such  
shame on myself t h a t  t h e  powers t h a t  be  i n  S t .  P e t e r s b u r g  would 
forever  avoid  me". 

P a r t  of my f e a r  stemmed from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  o u r  r e l a t i o n s  
with Khiva and Bukhara were f a r  from s a t i s f a c t o r y .  The a c t i v i t i e s  
of our agen t s  i n  Khiva and Bukhara was a  w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  i n f e r t i l i t y  
of our d ip lomat ic  c o n v e r s a t i o n s .  

Khiva, c o n s i d e r i n g  i t s e l f  u n a s s a i l a b l e ,  con t inued  t o  harm 
us i n  t h e  Ki rgh iz  s t e p p e  a s  much a s  p o s s i b l e .  They c o n s i s t e n t l y  
r e f e r r e d  t o  our  n o t e s  a s  i m p e r t i n e n t  and impudent l i e s  and d i d  n o t  
pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n s  of t h e  Governor General  of 
Orenberg. The Khivans c o n t i n u o u s l y  h a r a s s e d  and robbed our  t r a d e r s ,  
a g i t a t e d  and confused o u r  K i r g h i z ,  and s e n t  our  e m i s s a r i e s  and t a x  
c o l l e c t o r s  i n t o  t h e  U s t - U r t  and t o  t h e  Syr  Darya. Khiva a l s o  bought 
Russian c i t i z e n s  s o l d  t o  them by t h e  Turkmen a f t e r  t h e y  were t a k e n  
p r i soner .  

Bukhara was more r e s t r a i n e d  and n o t  a s  ug ly  o r  b o l d  a s  
Khiva. The Bukharan Emir N a s r u l l a h ,  a l though  he  unders tood t h e  
importance of t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  R u s s i a ,  dreamed about  h i s  own 
pe r sona l  r o l e  i n  C e n t r a l  Asia .  He, t o o ,  p e r m i t t e d  t h e  purchase  of 
Russian p r i s o n e r s  and h a r a s s e d  o u r  t r a d e r s  by c h a r g i n g  t w i c e  t h e  
t a r i f f  f o r  Russian merchants  of t h a t  f o r  Moslems. 

F a i t h  i n  God and an unabashed d e s i r e  t o  s e r v e  R u s s i a  
buoyed my s p i r i t s .  I would d i s t i n g u i s h  myself  i n  t h e  upcoming 
e n t e r p r i s e  and f e l t  t h a t  i n t r i g u e  and g o s s i p  were benea th  my d i g n i t y  
and n o t  worth my a t t e n t i o n .  The f a r e w e l l  w i t h  t h e  T s a r  and Grand 
Duke Kons tan t in  Niko laev ich  was v e r y  touch ing  and showed t h e i r  g r e a t  
t r u s t  i n  my e x p e d i t i o n .  I t  made a  deep impress ion on me. 

Many of my f r i e n d s  s a i d  f a r e w e l l  t o  me a s  i f  f o r  t h e  l a s t  
t ime,  and my p a r e n t s  made t h e  d i r e s t  p r e d i c t i o n s .  What touched me 
t h e  most was t h e  q u i e t  Empress Alexandra Fyodorovna. She b l e s s e d  me 
wi th  t h e  ikon of t h e  Holy Mother 's  b e a u t i f u l  m i n i a t u r e  p o r t r a i t  and 
I k n e l t  b e f o r e  h e r  whi le  s h e  took my head i n  h e r  hands and b l e s s e d  
and k i s s e d  me. Tears  of emotion sp rang  from me when she  began t o  
reproach t h e  T s a r  who was j u s t  e n t e r i n g  t h e  room. She s c o l d e d  him 
f o r  sending me away on purpose  " i n t o  t h a t  t e r r i b l e  coun t ry  where he  



w i l l  u s e l e s s l y  be r i s k i n g  h i s  l i f e  while  here  he  would be very 
needed". The Tsar  r e p l i e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was no one e l s e  q u a l i f i e d  for 
such a  dangerous mission.  

On May 1, I f i n a l l y  a r r i v e d  a t  Orenberg where I was given 
lodgings a t  t he  Club. I repor ted  i n  f u l l  d r e s s  uniform t o  Governor 
General Katenin,  who rece ived  me wi th  a f f a b i l i t y  and kindness. 
Reminiscences of former c lo se  family r e l a t i o n s  temporar i ly  smoothed 
t he  unpleasantness  of t h e  o rde r s  I c a r r i e d  from S t .  Pe te rsburg  con- 
cerning my Embassy. 

I n  my r epo r t  t o  Kovalevski i  from Orenberg on May 7 ,  1858, 
I s t a t e d :  

" A l l  my t r a v e l l e r s  have a r r i v e d  i n  Orenberg. I have a l s o  
met with t he  l o c a l  people who have been assigned t o  t h e  
t r e k .  Everything i s  about ready..  . The weather i s  warm, 
and food on t he  s teppe  i s  p l e n t i f u l ,  but  because of t rans-  
po r t  problems, un fo r tuna t e ly  we w i l l  no t  be ab l e  t o  leave 
before  May 15. Meanwhile, I have not  l o s t  hope and as a  
consequence of my i n s i s t e n c e  and because of t h e  e s p e c i a l  
concern of Katenin,  I am s u r e  H i s  Excel lency w i l l  speed up 
t he  c o l l e c t i n g  of t he  needed camels so  t h a t  I w i l l  be able  
t o  leave before  t he  main detachment which w i l l  be convoyed 
by t he  Commander of t he  region and go without  s t o p  t o  t he  
Aral Sea". 

The main concern i n  s teppe  t r a n s i t  was t he  problem of 
supp l i e s ,  inc lud ing  food f o r  people,  horses  and carnels. My f i r s t  
important dec is ion  was t o  leave Orenberg a s  soon as  pos s ib l e  t o  get 
i n t o  t h e  s teppe so  t h a t  t he  pa s tu r e  land could be used before  i t  
d r i ed  up. Also, i t  was important t o  reach t h e  Amu Darya before the 
extreme summer hea t  made l i f e  unbearable. The l o s s  of each day was 
precious and t he  attempt of t he  Orenberg Commandant t o  time the  
depar ture  of t h e  Embassy wi th  t h e  maneuvering of t he  accompanying 
convoy was obvious. He could then reap t h e  b e n e f i t s  of cornanding 
the  convoy through lands administered by him. 

Before t he  depar ture  of t he  Embaesy i n t o  Cen t r a l  Asia, 
p o l i t i c a l  and m i l i t a r y  goals  of :he t r i p  had been emphasized, but 
t r ade  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  could no t  be fo rgo t t en .  It  was hoped we could 
conclude t r a d e  t r e a t i e s  i n  Khiva and Bukhara which would improve 
t he  condi t ions  of Russian t r a d e r s  and make e a s i e r  t h e i r  r e l a t i on -  
s h i p  with t he  l o c a l  i nhab i t an t s .  Therefore,  a t  my sugges t ion ,  two 
Russian merchants were assigned t o  my Embassy a s  agents .  I was sue- 
ce s s fu l  i n  persuading a  l o c a l  merchant named Deev t o  accompany us as 
our agent.  Thie took care  of one of t he  main problems I had i n  
aesemblying t he  Embassy, and I f e l t  an experienced salesman l i k e  
Deev could render  va luable  , :+rvices. However, t h e  absence of wel l  
informed commercial agents  **a extremely r e g r e t t a b l e  and deprived ue 
of any p o s s i b i l i t y  of forg ing  c lo se r  t r ade  r e l a t i o n s  between Russia 
and t he  khanates.  

I n  a l e t t e r  from Orenberg, I informed Captain Butakov of 
my wish t o  has ten  t he  depar ture  of t he  Miesion. Also I wanted t o  
inform the  Captain t h a t  I would be a r r i v i n g  a t  t he  Aral Sea about 



the  middle of June ,  and would p robab ly  board  t h e  s t eamer ,  "Perovsk i i "  
i n  order  t o  c r o s s  A i b u g i r s k i i  Bay. 

Governor General  Ka ten in  had i s s u e d  t h e  o r d e r s  f o r  our  
re tu rn  t r i p  t o  Orenberg from Bukhara th rough  Khiva v i a  t h e  U s t - U r t  
P la teau.  I informed h i s  Exce l l ency  t h a t  t h i s  would n o t  be p o s s i b l e  
and i n s i s t e d  t h a t  I would s e l e c t  t h e  p r o p e r  r e t u r n  r o u t e  t o  R u s s i a  
because a  r e t u r n  by t h e  same r o u t e  might d i s t u r b  t h e  l o c a l  peop le  
and by t a k i n g  a n o t h e r  r o u t e  I would i n c r e a s e  my knowledge about t h e  
country. 

I n  o r d e r  t o  e n s u r e  p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  Embassy w h i l e  i n  
Khiva, I reques ted  Ka ten in  t o  supp ly  me w i t h  a  l e t t e r  which would 
guarantee t h e  Khivan Khan's p r o t e c t i o n .  The l e t t e r  i s  a s  fo l lows :  

"To t h e  High Ranking Khan of  Khiva and t h e  Respected V i z i e r .  

I n  f u l f i l l m e n t  of  t h e  h i g h e s t  approva l  expressed  i n  t h e  char- 
t e r  of H i s  I m p e r i a l  Majes ty  - Most Esteemed T s a r  which was 
s e n t  by t h e  messenger,  She ik  U 1  I s l a m  ~ a z i l '  Khodzheir t o  
t h e  h i g h e s t  o f f i c i a l  of Khiva,  t h e  I m p e r i a l  Embassy whose 
d e s t i n a t i o n  i s  Khiva i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  d e s i r e s  of t h e  
Khan a r r i v e d  r e c e n t l y  i n  Orenberg and on May 10 d e p a r t e d  
Orenberg t o  t h e  K i r g h i z  s t eppe .  The l e a d e r  of t h e  Miss ion 
who i s  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  conduct n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  High 
Ranking Khan i s  Colonel  I g n a t i e v  who was p e r s o n a l l y  s e l e c t e d  
by h i s  I m p e r i a l  Highness and s e r v e s  a s  a  F l i g e l l - A d i u t a n t ,  
i . e .  one of h i s  c l o s e s t  and most l o y a l  o f f i c i a l s .  The 
r e t i n u e  of t h e  Embassy c o n s i s t s  of a  S e c r e t a r y ,  two i n t e r p r e -  
t e r s ,  two medics and o t h e r  o f f i c i a l s .  The t o t a l  number i s  
16 people .  The Embassy w i l l  be  i n  Kunia-Urgench by June  29.  
U n t i l  t h a t  p o i n t  i t  w i l l  be accompanied by my own p e r s o n a l  
convoy which a t  Kunia-Urgench must be  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  by t h e  
convoy guard of t h e  High Ranking Khan. T h i s  in fo rmat ion  was 
a l r e a d y  conveyed t o  t h e  r e s p e c t e d  Divan-Beg i n  a  l e t t e r  of 
February 22 by me. I c o n s i d e r  i t  my o b l i g a t i o n  t o  inform 
t h e  r e s p e c t e d  V i z i e r  on t h e  above s u b j e c t  s o  t h a t  t h e  Khivan 
Government w i l l  be aware of t h e  e x a c t  number of pe r sonne l  of  
H i s  Majes ty 's  Embassy and t h e  e x a c t  t ime of t h e  Embassy's 
a r r i v a l  on t h e  f r o n t i e r  of Khiva s o  t h a t  he  w i l l  have t h e  
Convoy-Guard t h e r e .  Also I f i n d  it n e c e s s a r y  t o  warn you 
t h a t  F l i g e l l - A d i u t a n t  I g n a t i e v  i s  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  t r a v e l  from 
Khiva t o  Bukhara and from Bukhara he i s  t o  h a s t e n  back t o  
Russia .  Because of h i s  h igh  rank he i s  needed i n  Russ ia .  
For t h e  same reason he w i l l  i n  a l l  l i k e l i h o o d  be f o r c e d  t o  
s h o r t e n  h i s  s t a y  i n  Khiva and t h e r e f o r e  it would be  
extremely h e l p f u l  i f  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  him and t h e  Khivan 
Government a r e  conducted i n  t h e  s h o r t e s t  p o s s i b l e  time". 

Wri t ten i n  Orenberg, May 6 ,  1858". 

The p r e p a r a t i o n s  and p r e l i m i n a r y  conversa t ion  wi th  t h e  
Governor General l a s t e d  two weeks and on May 15 t h e  Embassy was 
ready f o r  depar tu re .  I t s  personne l ,  a long w i t h  t h e  convoy, inc luded  
117 men wi th  178 h o r s e s ,  352 camels and 22 wagons, a  h o s p i t a l  wagon 
and f i e l d  k i t c h e n .  We made an awkward and i m p r a c t i c a l  look ing  
s i g h t  f o r  a  campaign through t h e  s t eppe .  



It was necessary  t o  s e t  up a  r i g i d  system of r u l e s  fo r  the 
s e c u r i t y  of t h e  group and f o r  t he  economy of t h e  people,  horses  and 
camels, inc lud ing  such mat te rs  a s  i n  what o rde r  t h e  people should 
l i n e  up during t he  march and how t h e  n i g h t l y  bivouacs would be 
organized. Dissension would be a  problem and t h e  f a r t h e r  we became 
removed from c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  people who had been sponges i n  c i t y  l i f e  
would become "do nothings" on t h e  t r e k .  I at tempted t o  foresee a l l  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  before  they happened. 

The Chief of t he  convoy was i n  complete charge of the  
caravan of t he  camels and t h e  camel d r i v e r s ,  t h e  s e rvan t s ,  e t c .  He 
was respons ib le  f o r  t h e  loading,  feeding and o rgan i za t i on  of t he  
l i n e  of march of t h e  caravan and was i n  charge of t h e  s e c u r i t y  of 
t he  Embassy as  we l l  a s  a l l  persona l  property.  Three s e n i o r  o f f i ce r s  
(by rank) commanded the  Ura l ,  Orenberg and Archers b a t t a l i o n s  and 
t h r e e  j un io r  o f f i c e r s  commanded t h e  supply t r a i n  which included the 
camels, d r i v e r s ,  ho r se s ,  c a t t l e ,  wagons, e t c .  By t u r n ,  o f f i c e r s  
were t o  do guard duty. 

One of t he  two General S t a f f  O f f i c e r s ,  Captain S a l a t s k i i ,  
was put i n  charge of topographica l  work. Two o f f i c e r s  of t h e  Corps 
of Topographers and two o t h e r  topographers  a s s i s t e d  him. They 
worked up a  d a i l y  j ou rna l  o r  log and they  were always pos i t ioned  a t  
t he  head of t he  caravan and s e l e c t e d  p laces  f o r  bivouac. A l l  t h e  
topographers spoke T a t a r  and Kirghiz  and were t o  be respons ib le  fo r  
c o l l e c t i n g  i n t e r e s t i n g  information from the  i nhab i t an t s  about the  
l oca l  regions.  

Another o f f i c e r  of t h e  General S t a f f ,  Captain Zalesov, 
had t he  job of keeping t h e  o f f i c i a l  d i a ry  f o r  t he  Embassy. It  
included p o l i t i c a l  and s t a t i s t i c a l  information and a  depic t ion  of 
t he  m i l i t a r y  fo r ce s  i n  t he  a rea .  Zalesov s tayed  wi th  me t o  give 
orders  and comun ica t i on  t o  t h e  Embassy as  we l l  a s  t o  t h e  Orenberg 
a u t h o r i t i e s .  

A r ep re sen t a t i ve  of t he  Minis t ry  of Foreign A f f a i r s ,  
Kiulevein,  received an appointment a s  Sec re t a ry  and handled a l l  
f i n a n c i a l  mat te rs .  Galkin was i n s t r u c t e d  by t h e  Border Commission 
t o  car ry  out t a l k s  with t h e  Kirghiz  (nomads) and c o l l e c t  information 
about t r ade .  He a l s o  kept a  d i a ry  f o r  t he  Orenberg Governor General 
Katenin. Lerkh co l l ec t ed  ethnographic,  l i n g u i s t i c ,  archaeological  
and h i s t o r i c a l  information about t he  Kirghiz  and l a t e r  about t he  
na t i ve s  i n  t he  khanates.  

Doctor Peka r sk i i  wrote a  medical journa l  and at tended t o  
the  o f f i c e r s  on the  Embassy, while  Doctor Batarshin served as  the 
medical o f f i c e r  f o r  the convoy and, because of h i s  knowledge of 
Ta t a r  and because he was a  Mohammedan, t r e a t e d  t he  n a t i v e s  on occa- 
s ion .  Struve c a r r i e d  out astronomical  observa t ions ,  recorded baro- 
met r ic  pressure  and made weather fo r ecas t s .  

I resolved t o  severe ly  observe t he  sys temat ic  car ry ing  out 
of r u l e s  and regula t ions  and program f o r  exac t ing  compliance with 
orders .  On the  day of depar ture ,  May 15, my personal  s t a f f  was t o  
include 27 m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n  o f f i c i a l s ,  one Chaplain, 125 
Cossacks and musketeers,  14 s e rvan t s ,  202 horses  and 559 camels. 
But because t he  accompanying convoy had t o  depart  from the  Embassy 
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when it  en te red  Khivan t e r r i t o r y ,  50 Cossacks and musketeers would 
remain. 

On May 2,  I wrote  my f a the r :  

"Unfortunately no one counted on an e a r l y  depar ture .  The 
camels designated f o r  t he  Embassy w i l l  begin t o  a r r i v e  i n  
Orenberg only i n  t h e  middle of May. We w i l l  ha rd ly  be ab l e  
t o  depart before  t h e  13th. Katenin wants t h e  Embassy t o  go 
with him and h i s  convoy t o  t he  Emba. It would be much 
b e t t e r  t o  have j u s t  my own s i n g l e  detachment proceed i n t o  
the  steppe". 

"In s p i t e  of a l l  I can do we w i l l  no t  be succes s fu l  t o  
leave Orenberg e a r l i e r  than May 15 as  was a sce r t a ined  i n  
Petersburg.  Katenin i n s i s t s  t h a t  he go with us;  t oge the r  
we would have one detachment t o  t h e  Emba. But t h i s  would 
be exhaust ing f o r  t h e  people,  f o r  t he  horses  and f o r  t h e  
camels". 

On May 11, I wrote my f a t h e r :  

I t . .  . f o r  t he  whole week I have been s o  busy s o  t h a t  I 
d idn ' t  have time t o  w r i t e  you". 

"It seems t h a t  only on t he  s teppe  w i l l  I have t h e  poss i -  
b i l i t y  t o  r e s e t  mind and sou l  and w r i t e  you. Un t i l  
departure my l e t t e r s  w i l l  be few". 

"It has ra ined  a l l  week. The grass  i s  high on t he  s teppe  
and t he  weather i s  again warm. We have had two dances 
here.  Today's was i n  t he  I l lumina ted  Garden and t he  
bu i ld ing  of t h e  Caravan-sarai.  The day before yes te rday  
t he re  was a s p i t  and p o l i s h  parade. Espec i a l l y  t he  
elegant  Cossack uniforms which we w i l l  have t o  wear when 
we a r r i v e  i n  Khiva and Bukhara. It  seems t h a t  i t  w i l l  be 
d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  coordinate  t h r e e  condi t ions :  (1) fu l -  
f i l l  t he  d e s i r e s  of S t .  Pe te rsburg  ( i . e . ,  M i n i s t r i e s  of 
Foreign A f f a i r s ,  War and Navy) ; (2) do every th ing  
thoroughly; and (3) have a b e t t e r  personal  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
with the  Chief of t he  Region (Katenin)".  

On May 15, I wrote my f a the r :  

"By 6 a.m. a l l  i s  bare i n  my apartment. My th ings  and 
t he  people were sen t  yes te rday  evening t o  t he  o the r  s i d e  
of t he  Ural River but today a t  4 a.m. I s en t  out  my cara- 
van. The camels and t he  c a r t s  were sen t  with t he  Chief 
of the  convoy Sargent Bureninym with 12 Orenberg Cossacks 
t o  t he  f i r s t  bivouac point  which was about 12 miles  from 
Orenberg. The r e s t  of t he  convoy which cons is ted  of 43 
Ural s o l d i e r s ,  t h r e e  Orenberg Cossacks and 22 i n f a n t r y  
musketeers,  t h a t  i s  t roops on horseback, remained here f o r  
prayers .  Katenin had s e t  t he  time f o r  p rayers  a t  9 a.m. 
(he did no t  l i k e  t o  r i s e  e a r l y ) .  Because it was s o  hot  
t he  t r i p  was sho r t .  Katenin w i l l  depart  s eve ra l  hours 



a f t e r  me and w i l l  bivouac ( h i s  convoy) a t  t he  same loca t ion  
as  I .  To go t oge the r  wi th  t h e  Chief of t h e  Region makes me 
uncomfortable and my detachment, too.  Because having 
a r i s e n  e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning I would t r y  t o  make t h e  second 
l e g  o r  even s e v e r a l  m i l e s  i n t o  t h e  t h i rd" .  

" Ins tead  of a r e s t ,  Orenberg exhausted my nerves.  With 
Katenin I kept  on t h e  b e s t  r e l a t i o n s .  I t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  
do bus iness  wi th  him because of h i s  nervousness. Everything 
went we l l  between us because we avoided d i f f i c u l t  quest ions.  
The group which accompanies me i s  lead ing  me i n t o  despa i r ;  
t h e r e  a r e  so  many na ive  people who a r e  l i k e  l i t t l e  ch i ldren ,  
imprac t i ca l ,  unprepared f o r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and I expect  very 
l i t t l e  support  from them i n  upcoming adventure". 

I n  a l e t t e r  t o  Kovalevski i  from Orenberg on t he  day of 
depa r tu r e ,  I expressed my f e e l i n g s  more: 

"The passion f o r  r ep re sen t a t i on  of t h e  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  i n  
a l l  dec is ions  and t h e  i n s i s t e n c e  on d e t a i l  of t h e  l o c a l  
government ( i . e .  Katenin) occupied a l l  our  time. The 
supplying of t he  Mission and t he  arming of t h e  convoy 
detachment which was of such a huge s i z e  but  which lacked 
m i l i t a r y  d i s c i p l i n e  means my caravan soon w i l l  resemble 
Pe rovsk i i ' s  expedi t ion  of 1839. ... I don ' t  understand how 
I w i l l  t r a v e r s e  t h e  Ust-Urt P l a t e a u  o r  even reach Khiva o r  
the  suppl ies" .  



C H A P T E R  I 1  

ACROSS THE STEPPE TO KUNGRAD 

Prev ious  Russ ian  embass ies  t o  Khiva had n e v e r  made u s e  of 
the g rea t  waterway, t h e  Amu Darya,  which f lowed 1,500 m i l e s  n o r t h  
from t h e  Hindu Kush t o  t h e  A r a l  Sea.  Khiva was l o c a t e d  c l o s e  t o  t h e  
Amu Darya; f a r t h e r  t o  t h e  s o u t h  by 120 m i l e s  was Bukhara a l s o  n e a r  
the Amu Darya. The r i v e r  was a  l i n k  between t h e  two k h a n a t e s  on t h e  
one hand and t h e  A r a l  Sea  on t h e  o t h e r .  Before  s t eam n a v i g a t i o n  
contact  between R u s s i a  and t h e  k h a n a t e s ,  i n t e r m i t t e n t  a t  b e s t ,  had 
been made by camel caravan a c r o s s  t h e  d e s e r t .  

The Russian advance s o u t h  and e a s t  from Orenberg i n  t h e  
1830s and 1840s had focussed  on e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  major  f o r t  a t  t h e  
mouth of t h e  S y r  Darya on t h e  A r a l  Sea .  ~ o r t  #I, l a t e r  named 
Kazalinsk,  was made t h e  n a v a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h e  A r a l  Sea  F l o t i l l a  
of some h a l f  a  dozen s h i p s  of v a r i o u e  s i z e  which p l i e d  t h e  i n l a n d ,  
land-locked s a l t e n  s e a .  F o r t  #1 l o c a t e d  on t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  of t h e  
Aral Sea had been t h e  home of C a p t a i n  Butakov f o r  many y e a r s .  He 
had s a i l e d  a l l  ove r  t h e  A r a l  Sea  and i n  1849 had v i s i t e d  t h e  d e l t a  
of t h e  Amu Darya where h e  was supposed t o  have c h a r t e d  t h e  channe l s  
i n  t h e  d e l t a ;  t h a t  reed- laden r i v e r  had n e v e r  been t r a v e r s e d  by a  
European s team d r i v e n  s h i p .  

The n o v e l t y  of I g n a t i e v ' s  Embassy l a y  i n  i t s  a t t empt  t o  
use steam n a v i g a t i o n  a s  a  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  caravan journey  th rough  
t h e  d e s e r t .  The o b j e c t  of I g n a t i e v ' e  t r e k  was Khiva which l a y  about  
80 miles  s o u t h  of t h e  A r a l  Sea  n e a r  t h e  Amu Darya. U n f o r t u n a t e l y  
Captain Butakov j u s t  d i d  n o t  have enough i n f o r m a t i o n  concern ing  t h e  
water l e v e l  i n  t h e  d e l t a  of t h e  Amu Darya from h i s  p r e v i o u s  journey  
t o  make t h e  t r i p  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand t h e  second major  r i v e r  f lowing  i n t o  t h e  
Aral Sea ,  t h e  Syr  Darya, had been c h a r t e d  s e v e r a l  hundred m i l e s  
in land.  I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  on t h e  Amu Darya where t h e  
Russians had no f o r t s  b e f o r e  1858 a  major f o r t  had been e s t a b l i s h e d  
a t  t h e  conf luence o f  t h e  Syr  Darya w i t h  t h e  Ara l  Sea  ( F o r t  # I ) .  
Because of F o r t  #1 t h e  Russ ians  would under take  a  m i l i t a r y  push by 
gunboats up t h e  Syr  Darya which by 1865 r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  
occupation of both  s i d e s  of t h e  r i v e r .  The two r i v e r s  were t h e  key 
t o  Russian expansion i n  C e n t r a l  As ia  and t h e i r  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  was 
enhanced by t h e  advent of s team n a v i g a t i o n .  

I g n a t i e v ' s  Embassy was t o  make use  of t h e  new n a v i g a t i o n a l  
technology. Thus Butakov's Ara l  Sea  F l o t i l l a  was t o  meet up w i t h  
I g n a t i e v  on t h e  wes te rn  s h o r e  of t h e  Ara l  Sea  a f t e r  I g n a t i e v ' s  



Embassy had t r ave r sed  t h e  Ust-Urt P l a t e a u  from Orenberg. The steamer, 
"Perovskii" a f t e r  meeting I g n a t i e v  was t o  ca r ry  supp l i e s  and push 
southwards along t h e  coas t  some fou r  mi les  o f f  shore while the  camel 
caravan continued i t s  t r e k  on land. Each n igh t  a rendezvous was to  
occur.  La t e r  it was ordered t h a t  t h e  "Perovskii" s t i l l  heading south 
would e n t e r  t he  d e l t a  of t he  Amu Darya, s e l e c t  t h e  co r r ec t  channel 
and make reconnaissance by a sounding of t h e  depth of t h e  r i ve r .  I t  
should proceed c h a r t i n g  t he  r i v e r  a s  it went up r i v e r  f o r  about 350 
mi les .  Bear i n  mind t h a t  t h e  n a t i v e s  had never  seen a steamship and 
d idn ' t  make use of t he  r i v e r  f o r  t r a d e  because t h e i r  navigat ional  
s k i l l s  were so  p r imi t i ve ;  s a i l b o a t s  were even unknown. They 
employed barks a s  f e r r i e s  but  only f o r  r i v e r  c ross ings  

Aside from t h e  delayed meeting wi th  t h e  "Perovskii" Butakov 
had misjudged t h e  l oca t i on  of t h e  deep water  channel i n  t he  de l t a  of 
t he  Amu Darya. Since h i s  previous v i s i t  t he  channels he had charted 
had f i l l e d  up wi th  s i l t .  

The h o s t i l e  i ncu r s ion  of t h e  Turkmen i n t o  Khivan t e r r i t o ry  
proved t o  be another  problem f o r  Igna t i ev .  When Igna t i ev ' s  Embassy 
reached Kungrad on t he  Amu Darya i t  was forced  t o  s p l i t  up. Par t  was 
t o  be t r anspo r t ed  by Khivan barks on t h e  r i v e r  some 30 miles t o  the 
town of Urgench which was t h e  te rmina l  po in t  f o r  t he  c i t y  of Khiva. 
The barks were prope l led  by poles  and oars  a t  a speed of I f  miles an 
hour. The cava l ry  were t o  proceed on foo t  on t he  r i g h t  bank of the 
Amu Darya i n  order  t o  avoid t h e  h o s t i l e  Turkrnen who were on t he  l e f t  
bank. The two groups under Khivan superv is ion  were t o  meet up a t  
Urgench, t he  main po r t  f o r  t h e  c i t y  of Khiva about 80 miles  from the 
Aral  Sea. 

I gna t i ev  now suspected t r eache ry  on t he  p a r t  of t he  Khivang 
who thought he might be on t he  s i d e  of t h e  Turkmen i n  t h e  c i v i l  war 
i n  Khiva. I n  case of a blood ba th  (which had happened t o  a previous 
Russian Mission i n  1718) Igna t i ev  wanted t o  be ab l e  t o  evacuate h i s  
forces  t o  t he  gunboat, "Perovskii" and escape out on t o  the  Aral Sea. 
But because t he  "Perovskii" could no t  f i n d  the  co r r ec t  channel in  the 
d e l t a  of t he  Amu Darya t he  sh ip  was no longer ava i l ab l e  as Ignat iev 
and h i s  Embassy were p a i n f u l l y  rowed i n  Khivan barks under Khivan 
e sco r t  up t he  30 mile  s t r e t c h  of t he  Amu Darya from Kungrad t o  
Urgench (Khiva) . The Khivan e sco r t  behaved p e r f e c t l y  co r r ec t l y  but 
I gna t i ev  could not  be su re  of t h e i r  t rus twor th iness .  The f a r t he r  
from European Russia he proceeded t he  more t r ucu l en t  t he  Khivans 
became. They g lo r i ed  i n  t h e i r  i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y  and found so lace  in  i t  

The "Perovskii" continued t o  have grea t  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  I t 9  

presence made t he  Khivans very suspicious. What were t he  Russians 
up t o  with t h e i r  "gunboat"? Was it t h e r e  f o r  genuine reconnaissance 
o r  was it a p a r t  of an invasion of which I g n a t i e v ' s  Embassy was the 
main focue? The Khivan Khan heard a l l  t he se  rumors reported t o  him 
by h i s  o f f i c i a l s  and began t o  wonder . 



On May 15 t h e  Embassy d e p a r t e d .  It would have been b e t t e r  
t o  have l e f t  10 o r  12 days e a r l i e r  t o  avo id  t h e  t e r r i b l e  h e a t ,  b u t  
t h i s  was impossible  d e s p i t e  t h e  p e r s i s t e n t  ene rgy  which overcame t h e  
many d i f f i c u l t i e s  r e s u l t i n g  from f a u l t y  p lann ing .  I n  view of t h e  
stubbornness and a u t o c r a t i c  manner of t h e  Chief  (Katenin)  of t h e  
Region, we were f o r c e d  t o  d e p a r t  i l l - p r e p a r e d .  I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  i t  
would have been much b e t t e r  t o  have  dec reased  t h e  number o f  o f f i c e r s  
and o f f i c i a l s  and we shou ld  have s i m p l i f i e d  t h e  c o s t  of o u t f i t t i n g  
the Embassy whi le  p r o v i d i n g  me w i t h  l a r g e r  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  funds .  

I began w i t h  r a t h e r  s h o r t  marches of 12 m i l e s ,  i n c r e a s i n g  
them gradua l ly ,  and k e p t  an eye  on t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  ca ravan  
c a t t l e  and t h e  amount of w a t e r  a t  our  d i s p o s a l .  We exper ienced  a l l  
the d i f f i c u l t i e s  which cou ld  b e f a l l  a l a r g e  m i l i t a r y  t r a n s p o r t  i n  
the s teppe.  There  was much unnecessa ry  baggage and most of it q u i t e  
heavy. The b lacksmi ths  on t h e  march had  g r e a t  problems,  a s  d i d  t h e  
huge h o s p i t a l  wagon which cou ld  n o t  b e  t u r n e d  around. From t h e  
f i r s t  marches, t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  j u n i o r  o f f i c e r s  who had n o s e  
bleeds and one had  a S i b e r i a n  u l c e r .  

I was f o r c e d  t o  adopt  s t r o n g  s e c u r i t y  measures i n  view of 
my knowledge o f  t h e  dangers  we faced .  The caravan s t o o d  i n  a s q u a r e  
with t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  and packs  forming a temporary  de fense .  I n s i d e  
were t h e  v a r i o u s  k i n d s  of c a r t s  and wagons. Although t h e  guards  and 
s e n t r i e s  kep t  a c l o s e  watch d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t ,  I always s l e p t  w i t h  a 
loaded r e v o l v e r  under my p i l l o w  and made numerous i n s p e c t i o n s .  

On t h e  f i r s t  17 days of t h e  march we t r a v e l l e d  about 275 
miles. I wrote  Kova levsk i i  t h a t  we wanted t o  g i v e  t h e  s t eamer  
"Perovskii" t ime t o  r e a c h  t h e  west  s h o r e  of t h e  A r a l  Sea  and, accor- 
dingly,  I was f o r c e d  t o  t r a v e l  s lowly .  Our j u n i o r  o f f i c e r s  were n o t  
downhearted by our  r a t e  and when we f i n a l l y  reached conf luence  o f  
the Emba River  and t h e  Aty-Dzhaksy R i v e r  t h e i r  morale  was ve ry  good. 

I wro te  my p a r e n t s  from t h e  f i r s t  b ivouac:  

"I never  ge t  accustomed t o  s a y i n g  goodbye t o  our  n a t i v e  
f r o n t i e r s  and f u r t h e r  wander ing i n  unknown lands  b u t  never-  
t h e l e s s  I become v e r y  p e n s i v e  when I go ou t  on t h e  s t e p p e  
and from my house i n  t h e  middle  of t h i s  g reen  e n d l e s s  s e a  
( s t e p p e ) .  I f e e l  very  b o l d  and my s o u l  i s  complete ly  a t  
r e s t .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  a n a l y z e  o u r  f u t u r e  because  
much h a r d s h i p  and d e p r i v a t i o n  awai t  us.  I am head ing  i n t o  
a d i s a s t r o u s  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  a f i rmness  of purpose  t o  do 
every th ing  humanly p o s s i b l e  i n  o r d e r  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  w i l l  of 
t h e  Tsa r  and s e r v e  t h e  Motherland. But I do n o t  dream 
about s u c c e s s ;  r a t h e r  I b l i n d l y  pu t  my f a i t h  i n  God f o r  
good r e s u l t s  from t h i s  unusual  t r i p " .  

"I always r i d e  horseback i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  convoy on each  
march and even speed up when r i d i n g  w i t h  t h e  Cossacks". 

"What I do i s  n e c e s s a r y  because  75% of my r e t i n u e  i s  
s c a t t e r e d  about on c a r t s  and wagons. I never  g e t  t i r e d .  
The weather  i s  b e a u t i f u l  and i f  I was n o t  on such a 
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lengthy t r i p  wi th  an unce r t a in  f u t u r e  s t a r i n g  me i n  t he  
f ace  then I would have t o  confess  t h a t  I was i n  my 
element". 

On t he  s teppe  t h e r e  was a  n o t i c e a b l e  sudden change of tenr 
pe ra tu r e  i n  t h e  evenings. During t h e  day t h e  temperature was 80 to  
850 F. i n  t h e  shade,  and a s  soon as  t h e  sun went down, it became 
c l e a r  and damp. A t  n igh t  i n  t h e  t e n t s  it was s o  cold ( i n  comparison 
t o  t h e  day) t h a t  one had t o  cover up and put on a  woollen cap. 

I n  order  t o  i n s t r u c t  my detachment about t h e  order  of 
march I warned them about negl igence a t  n i g h t  when we would be 
marching i n  a r ea s  convenient f o r  an ambush by nomad robbers.  We 
maintained m i l i t a r y  d i s c i p l i n e  a t  a l l  t imes.  

A t  bivouac, we formed i n t o  a  square formed of t h e  camels, 
t h e i r  packs and goods. A t  t he  edge of it were t he  Cossacks and 
musketeers (each un i t  had i t s  own s p e c i a l  l oca t i on  i n  t h e  square) 
and then t h e  t e n t s  of t h e  convoy o f f i c e r s .  My t e n t  was located a t  
t he  very cen t e r  of t he  bivouac and behind it s tood  t he  k i tchen  ten t ,  
my two persona l  c a r r i ages  and another  t e n t  f o r  o t h e r  baggage. 

Guards were posted f o r  t h e  n i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of t he  l i n e  of 
ou t s ide  packs. I n s ide  t he  square t he  animals grazed under spec ia l  
p ro t ec t i on .  When darkness descended they were dr iven  t o  t he  center 
of t he  r i n g  and a t  dawn they grazed t i l l  t h e  moment of departure. 
The convoy had exper t  o f f i c e r s  but  I could no t  say  t he  s a m  about 
s e v e r a l  of t he  o t h e r  t r a v e l l e r s  who were assigned as  my c lo se s t  
a ides .  

A t  4 a.m. t he  buglers  sounded r e v e i l l e  and t he  loading of 
t h e  camels began. A t  5 a.m. our  baggage and t e n t s  were ready. I 
usua l ly  remained h a l f  an hour a t  t he  bivouac while  a l l  t he  horses 
from the  c o r r a l  were brought i n  and fed.  Then, approaching the  main 
pa r t  of t he  convoy who were s t i l l  s l eep ing ,  I would say good morning 
and sound the  c a l l  f o r  depar ture .  When moving t h e  Ural Cossack, 
Leremen, was con t inua l l y  a t  my s i d e .  He was a  man of inest imable 
value who had eyes igh t  l i k e  a  t e l e scope  and spoke exce l l en t  Kirghiz 
and Ta t a r .  A Kirghiz d r i v e r  accompanied me a s  wel l  a s  someone from 
the  "Missions" group. The o the r s  s c a t t e r e d  along t he  whole caravan 
and were usua l ly  s t r e t c h e d  out over a  cons iderab le  d i s tance .  Using 
my Cossack as  an i n t e r p r e t e r ,  I quest ioned t h e  Kirghiz  and o ther  
t r a v e l l e r s  t h a t  I met coming from the  oppos i te  d i r ec t i on .  

Daily I had lunch wi th  16 t o  20 people. We a t e  about 5 
p.m. o r  I might say as  soon as  the  cook, Dubro tsk i i ,  had time t o  f i x  
lunch. I scheduled t h r ee  o r  four  meals a  day. 

On June 1, I wrote t o  my f a the r :  

"From the  time of our  depar ture  from Orenberg t he  weather 
has been wonderful and hot .  I t  ra ined  only twice.  But 
yesterday occurred s o  sharp  a  change t h a t  we began t o  
sh iver .  A t  n i gh t  the  thermomter  went down t o  3 5 ' ~  but 
i n  t he  day ba re ly  reached 40°. A t  t h e  same time a  s t rong  
c u t t i n g  no r th  wind came up which r a t t l e d  our t e n t s  and 



deposi ted  sand and d u s t  i n t o  t h e  bivouac.  Our l a s t  march 
was through t h e  sand ,  a f o r e t a s t e  o f  what we can expec t  on 
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  Emba". 

"Our t r a v e l l i n g  t o  t h e  Emba h a s  been a  s t r o l l  ( p i e c e  o f  
cake!). We have had n o  problem w i t h  t h e  w a t e r  supp ly ;  
t h e r e  has  been p l e n t y  o f  f e e d  a t  each b i v o u a c  f o r  t h e  h o r s e s  
and camels. Our d a i l y  meals  a r e  a lmost  a s  good a s  t h o s e  i n  
S t .  Pe te r sburg .  We a r e  do ing  about  18 m i l e s  i n  a  2 4  hour  
day. We do n o t  have s t r e n u o u s  marches and s o  f a r  on t h e  
U s t - U r t  we have n o t  encoun te red  any u n p l e a s a n t  n e i g h b o r s .  
The only  unp leasan tness  s tems from t h e  minges and mosqui tos  
who devour us". 

"As I s a i d  I c o n s i d e r  o u r  t r i ~  t o  t h e  Emba a  " s t r o l l " .  Tha t  
i s  only  my impress ion  and t h a t  o f  my convoy o f f i c e r s ,  of t h e  
lower r ank ing  o f f i c e r s ,  of t h e  K i r g h i z ,  and of t h o s e  few 
members of t h e  Embassy who have been ou t  on t h e  s t e p p e  
before .  But my t r a v e l l e r s  from S t .  P e t e r s b u r g  have t u r n e d  
sour .  They p r e s s  me c o n t i n u a l l y  f o r  a  day o f f ,  want an 
e x t r a  hour  of s l e e p  and s t r a g g l e  a l o n g  a t  a  s n a i l ' s  pace.  
When we a r r i v e  a t  a  p l a c e  t h e y  i n m e d i a t e l y  l i e  down and go 
t o  s l e e p  and o n l y  wake up f o r  d i n n e r .  I n  t ime o f  need I 
could n o t  count on them a t  a l l .  The m a j o r i t y  of them i n  such 
easy c o n d i t i o n s  can h a r d l y  b e  expec ted  t o  a t t a i n  t h e  g c n l  o f  
t h e  Embassy". 

"We a r e  p a s s i n g  through a  f a s c i n a t i n g  p a r t  of t h e  s t e p p e .  
Among our  Ura l  Cossacks t h e r e  a r e  12 Old B e l i e v e r s  who 
adhere t o  a  s t r i c t  f a s t .  D a i l y  t h e y  e a t  some b i s c u i t s  and 
simple soup ( t h a t  i s  h o t  w a t e r  i n  which b i s c u i t s  a r e  p u t )  
and o c c a s i o n a l l y  f i s h  which t h e y  have caught  i n  t h e  c reeks .  
They a r e  f u r i o u s  a t  t h e  P r i e s t  because  h e  f a s t s  on ly  on 
Wednesdays and F r i d a y s  and even "dared" t o  d r i n k  some 
kumiss, a  n a s t y ,  d r i n k  i n  t h e i r  o p i n i o n .  I am d i v i d e d  on 
t h i s  opinion".  

"My nose ,  e a r s  and e s p e c i a l l y  my l ips  have been t e r r i b l y  
sun burned and my s k i n  i s  p e e l i n g .  Such h e a t  w i t h  no cover  
has  fo rced  me t o  s h o r t e n  t h e  l e n g t h  of t h e  marches f o r  t h e  
b e n e f i t  of t h e  camels and h o r s e s .  You p robab ly  want t o  
know what I do from t h e  t ime  of a r r i v a l  a t  Bivouac u n t i l  we 
depar t  aga in .  A r r i v i n g  a t  a  p l a c e  I make t h e  f i n a l  s e l e c -  
t i o n  f o r  t h e  b ivouac  which t h e  avant-garde h a s  p icked  ou t  
e a r l i e r .  Then u s u a l l y  I d r i n k  t e a ,  l i e  down on my co t  i n  
o rde r  t o  s l e e p  one and a  h a l f  hours  and a f t e r  t h a t  I go t o  
my w r i t i n g  t a b l e  and r e a d  o r  w r i t e  f o r  f i v e  t o  f i v e  and a  
h a l f  h o u r s ;  t h e n  t h e y  s e r v e  lunch. We s t ay .  a t  t a b l e  one 
and a  h a l f  hours  and t a l k .  A f t e r  t h a t  I i n s p e c t  t h e  
bivouac and t h e  j u n i o r  o f f i c e r s  and Ki rgh iz .  A t  8 p.m. I 
r e t u r n  t o  my t e n t ,  q u e s t i o n  t h e  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  men o r  some 
newly a r r i v e d  K i r g h i z .  I then  g i v e  t h e  o r d e r s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  
day 's  march, look over  t h e  a c c o u n t s ,  t h e  c i p h e r  books of 
Kiu leve in ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  recorded  by t h e  
topographers ,  m e t e o r o l o g i s t s  and as t ronomers .  ~ a v i n g  drunk 
some t e a ,  I go t o  bed about  10 p.m. o r  maybe 11 p.m. 



Thi s  k ind  of l i f e  a s  you can s ee  i s  hea l t hy  and monotonous. 
The hea t  and t h e  end l e s s  smal l  problems t h a t  need t o  be 
solved keep me from w r i t i n g  my d i a r y  a s  I would like". 

"Katenin went on one march wi th  me bu t  a f t e r  today we 
pa r t ed  a t  t h e  Emba. Thanks t o  t he  good w i l l  of 
Kovalevski i  supported by you it seems pos s ib l e  t h a t  I could 
r e t u r n  t o  S t .  Pe te rsburg  by win te r .  Th i s ,  I know, is  
r e a l l y  doubtful  because a l l  p l ans  from t h e  very beginning 
have been awry (no t  0 .k . ) .  It is  very impossible  t h a t  a l l  
w i l l  go smoothly. Years ago we always s en t  separa te  embas- 
s i e s  t o  Khiva and Bukhara and each l a s t e d  l e s s  than f i v e  
months; it took e i g h t  o r  n ine  months f o r  those  t r i p s  t o  be 
c a r r i e d  out .  I had been i n s t r u c t e d  t o  connect t h e  ac t i v i -  
t i e s  of two embassies.  I have had t o  c a l c u l a t e  t he  time 
needed f o r  t he se  t r i p s  and f o r  t h e  two long sojourns i n  the 
Khanates. I wrote E.P. Kovalevski i ,  t he  D i r ec to r  of t he  
A s i a t i c  Department, my thoughts  on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  ins t ruc-  
t i o n s  given t o  me which a r e  based on information drawn from 
var ious  sources i n  Orenberg. Expressing some doubt,  
neve r the l e s s ,  I warned " t h a t  I w i l l  no t  s h i r k  from my 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  when t h e  time comes f o r  nego t i a t i ons  with 
t he  Khans. I n  case of doubt o r  con t r ad i c t i ons  of l oca l  
a u t h o r i t i e s  wi th  t he  o rde r s  given t o  me, I w i l l  decide what 
w i l l  be t he  most advantageous f o r  Russia  a t  any given moment 
and t h a t  which conforms i n  t h e  b e s t  way t o  t h e  views of the  
Minis t ry  of Foreign Affa i r s" .  

"Informed about t h e  con t r ad i c t i ng  information which had 
been received on t he  var ious  ques t i ons ,  and which l ed  t o  
i n q u i r i e s  on t he  p a r t  of t he  Cen t r a l  Asians. I requested 
of t he  D i r ec to r  (Kovalevskii) t h a t  i f  he f i n d s  out t h a t  I 
am wrong he should send me a p o s i t i v e  order  from the  
Ministry of Foreign A f f a i r s  before  nego t i a t i ons  with t he  
Khans begin. I concluded my note  t o  Kovalevskii  saying 
"because genera l ly  our promises should be exchanged f o r  
needs of t he  Bukhara and Khiva Khanates; they w i l l  be i n  
essence nega t ive  and concluded i n  empty but  flowery 
phrases .  Thus wouldn't i t  be b e t t e r  t o  t r y  t o  persuade 
t he  Khans of t he  n e c e s s i t y  of accept ing  and s ign ing  our  
proposed documents? I n  case of r e f u s a l  we could take away 
t r a d e  p r i v i l e g e s  which t he  A s i a t i c s  have he ld  up t o  t h i s  
t ime. I n  t h i s  way we would show t h a t  we a r e  not  dependent 
on t h e i r  t r ade .  Does t he  Ministry agree with my plan and 
w i l l  i t  back up i f  neceesary t he  words with ac t ion?  A t  
any r a t e  I do in tend  t o  attempt t h i s  kind of persuasion". 

"Concerning t he  Kokand Khanate, t he  Ministry of I n t e r n a l  
A f f a i r s ,  obviously,  wants t o  maintain good r e l a t i o n s  with 
them. I w i l l  i n s t r u c t  i n  case of a  request  of t he  Bukhara 
Khan (who was i n  a  continuous s t rugg l e  with Kokand) about 
our g iv ing  a i d  i n  a  war aga ins t  Kokand. But I w i l l  evade 
a  d i r e c t  agreement with him and thus leave a  way out f o r  
us i f  the  s i t u a t i o n  should change. Fur ther  we must look 
very c lo se ly  a t  Bukharan-Kokand r e l a t i o n s  and be ca r e fu l .  
While not  coming t o  terms with a  favorab le  opinion fo r  



Kokand I have developed something much more d i r e c t .  
"According t o  t h e  l a t e s t  in fo rmat ion" ,  I wro te  K o v a l e v s k i i ,  
" the  Kokandtsy w i l l  n o t  g i v e  up an underground s t r u g g l e  
and o f t e n  it is obvious t h e y  a r e  openly h o s t i l e  toward us.  
It seems t o  me, t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  honor of R u s s i a  demands we 
should d e a l  w i t h  t h e  Kokandtsy a s  w i t h  peop le  d e s e r v i n g  a  
j u s t  reprimand and n o t  n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  them. The Bukharans 
speak of them a s  robbers  and we agree .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a t  t h e i r  
f i r s t  h o s t i l e  a c t  we i n t e n d  t o  judge them s e v e r e l y .  I t  
would be advantageous t o  us i n  c a s e  t h e  Bukharan Emir asked 
a i d  of Russ ia  i n  a  war w i t h  Kokand t o  r e f u s e  and n o t  u s e  
t h e  i n c i d e n t  a s  a  means t o  c l o s e  t h e  Syr  Darya l i n e  w i t h  
S i b e r i a  by occupying Turkes tan  (town) and Tashkent .  The 
Bukharan Khanate even i f  it was s t r o n g e r  t h a n  Kokand could 
no t  make t r o u b l e  f o r  us because of t h e  p a s s i v e  n a t u r e  of 
h e r  people and because t h e  Bukharan Emir would have g r e a t  
d i f f i c u l t y  ( t h e r e  a l r e a d y  a r e  many examples) i n  s u b d i v i d i n g  
Kokand". I proved t h a t  our  s i d i n g  w i t h  Kokand a g a i n s t  
Bukhara would be i n i m i c a l  t o  our  i n t e r e s t s .  Keep i n  mind 
t h a t  our Embassy was accep ted  by t h e  Emir of Kokand i n  1841 
but  ended bad ly  because we could come t o  no agreements.  I 
have po in ted  o u t  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of g i v i n g  t h e  Bukharans some 
proof of our  i n t e n t i o n s  by hav ing  an a l l i a n c e  w i t h  us.  
This  might make t h e  Emir dependent on us". 

"Concerning t h e  Khivan Khan I p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  t h e  D i r e c t o r  
t h a t  only  a  f i n a n c i a l  advantage might occur  from t h e  t r a n s i t  
of our  goods i n  s h i p s  on t h e  Amu Darya. We would hope t o  
rece ive  f r e e  n a v i g a t i o n  of  t h e  Amu Darya. There fore  I pro- 
posed t h a t  t h e  Khan c o l l e c t  a  two and a  h a l f  p e r c e n t  customs 
t a x  on t h e  a c t u a l  p r i c e  of t h e  goods on t h e  s h i p s  on t h e  
r i v e r .  Having c o l l e c t e d  t h i s  f o r  two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  maybe 
he w i l l  l e s s e n  i t  because we w i l l  upgrade t h e  r i v e r i n e  
f a c i l i t i e s  on t h e  A r a l  Sea and Amu Darya i n  t h e  meantime". 

" A t  t h e  t ime of t h e  day t r i p  on t h e  Emba I met w i t h  t h e  
Governor General f o r  t h e  l a s t  t ime.  We drank t e a  t o g e t h e r  
i n  my t e n t .  He had checked out  t h e  caravan and no ted  t h a t  
a l l  was i n  o r d e r .  A t  t h i s  " recep t ion"  Ki rgh iz  and Turkmen 
d e l e g a t i o n s  appeared t h e  n e x t  day and f o r  f i v e  hours  we 
had conversa t ion .  Because of t h e  long d i s c u s s i o n s  I l e t  my 
caravan g e t  18 mi les  away. With me was a  detachment of  s i x  
Ural Cossacks. We were drenched i n  a  c l o u d b u r s t .  A t  t h e  
d i scuss ion  a t  Ka ten in ' s  i t  was e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  I s e t  
Kutebarov had been expected and t h a t  was why t h e  delega- 
t i o n s  were t h e r e .  Kutebarov, however, never  showed. I had 
hoped t h a t  h e  would make good on h i s  o r i g i n a l  promise and 
would appear on t h e  Emba w i t h  h i s  submiss ion a s  a  conse- 
quence of t h e  a l r e a d y  announced g e n e r a l  pardon by t h e  
Russian government f o r  obedient  nomads". 

My f i r s t  " t e s t "  on t h e  march involved t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  
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dea l  w i th  t h e  nomad r ebe l ,  I s e t  Kutebarov.( l )  The s t rangeness ,  as 
Katenin c a l l e d  i t ,  of t h e  "Revolt of I s e t "  was t h a t  I s e t  considered 
himeelf i n s u l t e d  and wanted t o  avenge himself  on t h e  Russians and his 
enemies m t he  s teppe.  However, wi th  o t h e r s  on t h e  s teppe he 
remained on f r i e n d l y  terms. H i s  f r i e n d l y  nomads came from many auls 
t o  v i s i t  him and t h e  c l o s e s t  c l ans  went on "marches" with him for  
s e v e r a l  days and when they re turned  t o  t h e i r  a u l s  they  became peace- 
f u l  again. They turned  t o  I s e t  when they  needed t o  search  f o r  run- 
away c a t t l e ,  horses  and f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  of s t o l e n  property.  Merchant 
caravans asked him f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  and s e c u r i t y .  He presided l i ke  a  
judge over d i spu t e s  among t h e  nomads. The charm of I s e t  among the 
nomads was considerable .  For t h e  most p a r t  they  considered him a 
j u s t  man and t r u s t e d  h i s  word, but  f e l t  t h a t  he  was t e r r i b l y  
repressed  by our  l o c a l  power. 

From a f r i e n d  of I s e t  I learned  t h a t  he  knew of my a r r iva l  
i n  Orenberg and about our  Embassy t o  Khiva, and wanted t o  meet me 
somewhere on t he  U s t - U r t .  I decided not  t o  shun t h i s  meeting because 
it would be a l o s s  of face  i n  t h e  eyes of t h e  Kirghiz  i f  I displayed 
t he  s l i g h t e s t  f e a r  of a  f i g h t  wi th  an armed band of de se r t e r s .  

Our meeting i s  b e s t  descr ibed  i n  t h e  fol lowing l e t t e r  
w r i t t e n  t o  my f a the r :  

"On June 4 i n  t he  morning I was g e t t i n g  t he  detachment ready 
f o r  depar ture  and had given t h e  o rde r  t o  t ake  down the  t en t s  
i n  order  t o  go t o  M t .  Karage when a  scout  repor ted  t he  swif t  
approach of a p a r t y  of Kirghiz  who were taken by our  
Cossacks a t  f i r s t  a s  being h o s t i l e .  I h a l t e d  the  tak ing  
d m  of t h e  t e n t s  and ordered t he  "square" formation f o r  
defens ive  purposes. Quickly we prepared f o r  b a t t l e .  Arwd 
Kirghiz horsemen showed themselves i n  t h e  surrounding high 
land under our  command. Our Kirghiz  camel d r i v e r s  with 
t e r r i f i e d  faces  became a g i t a t e d  and began t o  b u s t l e  about. 
Very s w i f t l y  a  Kirghiz  jumped out as  f a s t  a s  l i gh tn ing  and 
r i g h t  behind Kzhingi l '  d in ,  our  acquaintance,  expla in ing  t h a t  
I s e t  Kutebarov with h i s  "band" was approaching and asked t o  
be admitted t o  our  bivouac along with h i s  r e l a t i v e s  and 

(1)  I s e t  was a  t y p i c a l  example of t he  Kirghiz  nomad leader  who lived 
i n  t he  no-man's-land between Russia and Khiva. Those who followed 
him be l ieved  i n  him completely. A t  t i m r - $  he gave a l l eg i ance  t o  the 
Khivan Khan but  now because of Igna t i ev ' s  impressive Embassy coming 
through the  de se r t  he de s i r ed  a  meeting wi th  him i n  order  t o  give 
a l l eg i ance  t o  the  Russian Tsar .  He t r i e d  i n  many ways t o  overcome 
h i e  former h o s t i l i t y  t o  Russia  a id ing  and a b e t t i n g  Igna t i ev ' s  
Embassy. For example s e v e r a l  t imes I g n a t i e v  l o s t  t he  way but one 
of I s e t ' s  men would show the  way back on t h e  road. Also he helped 
them f ind  water.  Af te r  h i s  meeting with I g n a t i e v  he never again 
gave a l l eg i ance  t o  Khiva. Thus he represen t8  a  kind of s i gna l  that  
Ruseian power was come t o  s t a y  i n  Cent ra l  Asia and he wanted t o  be 
on t he  winning s ide .  F i n a l l y  he got more p r i v i l e g e s  f o r  himself 
and h i s  people by accept ing  Russian c i t i z e n s h i p .  



dearest  f r i e n d s  i n  o r d e r  t o  meet me and g i v e  submission 
before  a  worthy r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  White Tsar .  To 
tu rn  back t h e  r e q u e s t  of Iset would have been un th inkab le .  
It would have t u r n e d  him t o  d e s p a i r ,  f o r c e d  him back out  
on t h e  s teppe  t o  con t inue  h i s  r a i d s  and p i l l a g i n g  o r  e l s e  
he would have been f o r c e d  t o  seek  p r o t e c t i o n  from Khivan 
a u t h o r i t i e s .  The Khivan Khan had a l r e a d y  extended him a  
w r i t t e n  i n v i t a t i o n .  I foresaw t h a t  my r e c e p t i o n  of I s e t  
would b r i n g  on j e a l o u s  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  
Governor General toward me and might p u t  our  r e l a t i o n s  i n  
a  d e l i c a t e  s i t u a t i o n .  But t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  e l s e  t o  do 
but t o  make use of t h i s  p r o p i t i o u s  moment which was 
becoming more f a v o r a b l e  by t h e  minute t o  cease  f o r e v e r  
the  d i s o r d e r s  which had a g i t a t e d  t h e  s t e p p e  and compronr 
i s e d  our power i n  t h e  eyes  of t h e  C e n t r a l  Asians .  I 
agreed, t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  accep t  I s e t  b u t ,  aware of t h e  
t reachery  and t h e  s e n s i t i v e n e s s  of Asians  and no t  want ing 
t o  demean t h e  r i n g l e a d e r  of t h e  r e b e l s  i n  t h e  eyes  of t h e  
Kirghiz ,  I l e t  my charm f a l l  among them. I i n s t r u c t e d  an 
o f f i c e r  t o  go ou t  w i t h  an i n t e r p r e t e r  t o g e t h e r  wi th  
Kzhing i l ' d in  t o  meet I s e t  and t e l l  him c a t e g o r i c a l l y  t h a t  
he w i l l  n o t  be admit ted i n t o  our  "Sauare" u n t i l  he  makes 
a  s i g n  of submission, by  lacing h i s  weapons on t h e  l i n e  
of our f i r s t  ( o u t e r )  packs. He and h i s  r e t i n u e  must 
approach me unarmed, w i t h  submission,  a s  a  d e f e a t e d  run- 
away. I s e t  f u l f i l l e d  t h e  demands wi thou t  any b a c k s l i d i n g  
although g i v i n g  up h i s  arms t o  "our" Kazakhs caused him 
confusion and wavering. He was obviously f e a r f u l  of some 
harm t o  himself" .  

"He was very t a l l ,  wi th  an a t h l e t i c  b u i l d .  He had on a  
white high Ki rgh iz  h a t  and a  t h i n  b l a c k  c l o t h  s h i r t  w i t h  
s i l v e r  buckles .  I s e t  was e a s i l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from t h e  
horsemen who accompanied him by h i s  c l e a r  and i n t e l l i g e n t  
presence. Not more than  s i x  months ago he  was a  powerful 
and a r rogan t  r e b e l ,  s e l f - w i l l e d ,  who had c o n t r o l  over  a l l  
t h e  populat ion on t h e  s teppe  from t h e  Ust-Urt P l a t e a u  t o  
I l e k ,  i . e .  t o  our  o l d  f r o n t i e r .  I s e t  now was peacefu l  
but wi thout  d i g n i t y .  He e n t e r e d  my t e n t  w i t h  t h r e e  of 
h i s  c l o s e s t  companions". 

"TO make a  f a v o r a b l e  impression on t h e  Ki rgh iz  I d i d  n o t  
go out t o  meet I s e t  bu t  only s tood  when he  e n t e r e d ,  
l i s t e n i n g  while  s t a n d i n g  and watching t h e  confess ion  of 
f u l l  submission t o  t h e  Russian Emperor w i t h  a  r e q u e s t  5or 
forgiveness  f o r  h i s  p a s t  r e b e l l i o u s  a c t i v i t y .  Meanwhile 
I s e t  was i n v i t e d  t o  s i t  down and my n e g o t i a t i o n s  began". 

Our n e g o t i a t i o n s  were recorded by General Zalesov i n  t h e  
o f f i c i a l  d i a r y  of t h e  Embassy: 

"The Chief of t h e  Embassy expressed  h i s  s a t i s f a c t i o n  
t o  I s e t  f o r  h i s  a r r i v a l ,  l i s t e d  c l e a r l y  and i n  a  
p o s i t i v e  manner how f o r  a  number of completed crimes 
t h e  Government had shown leniency towards him and t h a t  



equal led  t h e  hopeless  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  he and h i s  
cohorts  now found themselves. I s e t  noted t he  
comparison between h i s  pa s t  and f u t u r e  s i t u a t i o n .  
He was t o l d  t h a t  a t  f i r s t  he  had s l i t h e r e d  away 
as a f u g i t i v e  who was sub j ec t  t o  l e g a l  a r r e s t  and 
sentence.  But t h a t  now because of h i s  s i nce re  
repentance a q u i e t  l i f e  awaited him i n  freedom 
and i f  he showed f u r t h e r  proof of h i s  l o y a l t y  he 
could hope f o r  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  Government i f  
he could b r i n g  an e v e r l a s t i n g  peace t o  t h e  Kirghiz. 
It was a l s o  t o l d  t o  I s e t  t h a t  t h e  powerful Russian 
Government i f  it  had spared  him s o  f a r  would not 
be s o  l e n i e n t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  because a huge army 
would be s e n t  i n  t o  ca tch  him. It was a l s o  
expla ined  t o  him t h a t  any hope he might have i n  
gaining support  from the  Khivans would be use less  
because we now have very f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  with 
them; t h e  proof of t h i s  would be our  t r i p  t o  Khiva 
a t  t he  request  of t he  Khan. Also t he  Khivans had 
asked t h e  Governor General t o  t e l l  them i f  we 
should ca tch  I s e t .  But because t he  word given by 
t he  Russian Government a t  such a high l e v e l  i s  
scrupulously observed we opposed t e l l i n g  t h e  Khivans 
t h e  whereabouts of I s e t  and decided t o  rece ive  him 
i n  our  own camp and i n s t e a d  of pena l i z ing  him we 
have kept  our  word and because of h i s  repentance 
extended our hand t o  him". 

"When I rece ived  I s e t " ,  I wrote t o  Kovalevski.i, "I 
expressed t o  him i n  very  severe  terms t h a t  I had expected 
some s ign  of h i s  b r ing ing  i n  h i s  submission. I received 
him i n  conformity wi th  t he  d i g n i t y  of Russia  and i n  my 
personal  capac i ty  as  Emissary of t he  Tsa r  and accepted him 
no t  as  a l eader  of an independent nomad t r i b e  but simply 
as a repentant  r ebe l  who a l ready  had been promised a par- 
don (Governor General i n  t he  name of t h e  T s a r ) .  I did not 
rece ive  him out of weakness o r  f o r  a d e s i r e  t o  have close 
r e l a t i o n s .  Having ended t he  ~ f f i c i a l  t a l k s  with him I 
o f f e r ed  him and h i s  fol lowers  some refreshment as  a form 
of h o s p i t a l i t y  wi th  t he  goal  of c e r t i f y i n g  t o  him t h a t  he 
can without f e a r  continue h i s  t r i p  t o  t h e  Governor 
General ' s  knowing t h a t  t he  promise of pardon given t o  him 
would be honored1'. 

The defea t  of I s e t  was complete and from tha t  moment, 
the  Orenberg Administrat ion could use him f o r  pac i fy ing  t he  ~ i r g h i z  
s teppe  and aga ins t  t he  i n t r i g u e s  of Khiva. I t  was incomprehensible 
t o  my t r a v e l l e r s ,  who witnessed I s e t  a t  t he  recept ion ,  how he was 
ab l e  t o  morally in f luence  a l l  t he  Kirghiz  even a t  the  moment of h i s  
submission. He continued t o  r e l a t e  t o  h i s  own Kirghiz and even with 
those of our caravan i n  an a u t h o r i t a t i v e  and arrogant  fashion and 
a l l  who came near  him seemed in t im ida t ed ,  although they knew we held 
him capt ive .  The harm which I s e t  Kutebarov had done t o  t he  t ran-  
q u i l i t y  of the  s teppe  was cons iderab le ,  but now t h c t  he had surren- 
dered,  it remained f o r  us t o  support him i n  a p o s i t i v e  fashion and 



t o  maintain h i s  l e g a l  submiss ion  i n  o r d e r  t o  s e c u r e  peace  on t h e  
steppe. 

We resumed o u r  journey  b u t  t h e  l a c k  o f  news about  t h e  
F l o t i l l a  s t r o n g l y  b o t h e r e d  me and was more p a i n f u l  t o  b e a r  t h a n  t h e  
minor i n c i d e n t s  of t h e  march from t h e  Emba t o  t h e  U s t - U r t .  

The o n l y  i n f o r m a t i o n  I r e c e i v e d  about  Butakov was a  l e t t e r  
dated May 27 from L i e u t e n a n t  Mozha i sk i i  who was fo rmer ly  w i t h  t h e  
Embassy. We l e a r n e d  t h a t  a  Sea  Command under  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of L t .  
Kolkotsov l e f t  Orenberg and would a r r i v e  a t  F o r t  #1 on t h e  S y r  
Darya much l a t e r  t h a n  we had supposed. I w r o t e  t o  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  
the A s i a t i c  Department from t h e  Emba, " A l l  ou r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  have 
gone awry i f  t h e  A r a l  F l o t i l l a  w i l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  t a s k  
t h a t  had been a s s i g n e d  t o  it". 

I s e n t  Butakov a  n o t e  by s p e c i a l  messenger ( t h e  K i r g h i z  
maintained an e x c e l l e n t  messenger s e r v i c e  a c r o s s  t h e  s t e p p e ,  remini-  
scent of t h e  Mongol system) from t h e  camp a t  Bish-Tamak, announcing 
tha t  I would a r r i v e  June 9 a t  Chernyshevsk i i  Bay, and r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  
he have t h e  s t eamer  a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n .  When t h e  Embassy g o t  t o  
within a  f i v e  days '  march from t h e  A r a l  Sea  I d i s p a t c h e d  t h e  topo- 
grapher,  Nedorezov, who spoke f l u e n t  K i r g h i z  and was d r e s s e d  i n  
Kirghiz o u t f i t ,  and two of o u r  K i r g h i z  t o  t h e  Chernyshevsk i i  Bay 
with l e t t e r s  f o r  Cap ta in  Butakov. The Bay was t h e  l a s t  p l a c e  where 
the  "Perovski i"  cou ld  r e c e i v e  t h e  Embassy. 

I knew t h a t  Butakov was an e n t e r p r i s i n g  and z e a l o u s  s a i l o r  
and I was a t  f i r s t  a f r a i d  t h a t  hav ing  r e c e i v e d  my n o t e  r e g a r d i n g  o u r  
a r r i v a l  on June 9 a t  Chernyshevsk i i  Bay and because  of t h e  s lowness  
of t h e  caravan,  t h e y  would h a s t e n  t o  a r r i v e  t h e r e  e a r l i e r  and n o t  be  
able  t o  f i n d  us .  Through t h e  messenger ,  Nedorezov, I warned of mis- 
understandings and expec ted  t o  e s t a b l i s h  d i r e c t  communication 
between t h e  caravan and t h e  F l o t i l l a .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  my expec ta -  
t i o n s  were n o t  j u s t i f i e d .  

I d e s c r i b e d  some of t h e  e v e n t s  which o c c u r r e d  w h i l e  
approaching t h e  Bay between June 5 and 12 i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  my f a t h e r :  

" ~ u n e  5 and 6 we made some r a t h e r  long  marches;  t w i c e  we 
made 49 miles .  The c o l d  con t inues .  We g e t  up v e r y  e a r l y  
b e f o r e  sun-up i n  t h e  c o l d  b u t  w i t h  f i r e s .  T h i s  i s  r a t h e r  
d i f f i c u l t  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  c i v i l i a n s .  Everyone yawns, 
complains and begs me t o  g i v e  them more t ime f o r  s l e e p i n g .  
A march of s i x  hours  I am t o l d  i s  t o o  long. On t h e  t r a i l  
a  Ki rgh iz  o v e r t a k e s  us b r i n g i n g  a  l e t t e r  from you, p r e c i o u s  
p a r e n t s  and from my s i s t e r s .  Those who have c o n t i n u a l l y  
l i v e d  i n  a  f ami ly  s i t u a t i o n  and i n  an educa ted  s o c i e t y  can 
not  imagine what an impress ion  it makes t o  r e c e i v e  w r i t t e n  
m a t e r i a l  hundreds of m i l e s  from t h e  f r o n t i e r  and then  t o  
read t h e s e  l e t t e r s  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  sounds of cud chewing 
camels. Having r e c e i v e d  a  l e t t e r  I put  i t  i n  my w a l l e t  
and r i d e  ahead, maybe 15 m i l e s  b e f o r e  r e a l i z i n g  t h e  con- 
t e n t s .  T h i s  was l i k e  t h e  f o x  e y e i n g  t h e  g rapes  . . . . 
D r .  P e k a r s k i i  i s  a  good d o c t o r  b u t  a  n a t u r a l  coward. We 
a r e  amused w h i l e  he i s  a f r a i d  of K i r g h i z  r o b b e r s ,  t h e  



Turkmen, Khivans as  w e l l  as scorp ions  and t a r a n t u l a s .  On 
June 7 I give t h e  detachment t h e  day o f f .  June 7 we have 
been v i s i t e d  by unusual thunder storms and we had t o  get  
supp l i e s  t o  t h e  topographer who we had s e n t  t o  t h e  Aral Sea 
f o r  reconnaissance and t o  d i scover  Butakov from whom not  a  
word. We served  Mass wi th  prayers  and i n  t he  evening ( i t  
w a s  Saturday) we had vespers .  I read  t h e  Acts of t h e  
Apost les  and Book of Psalms and sang wi th  s e v e r a l  o f f i c e r s .  
Ieromonakh d i d  t h e  s e r v i c e  i n  my t e n t .  The o f f i c e r s  
u sua l l y  s tood  wi th  me t h e r e  and t h e  j un io r  members were out- 
s i d e  t he  t e n t .  Ki rghiz  wi th  c u r i o s i t y  and wi th  r e spec t fu l  
a t t e n t i o n  looked on s i l e n t l y .  Re l ig ious  s e r v i c e s  took place 
on t h e  s a l t  f l a t s  a t  t h e  foo t  of t h e  U s t - U r t  i n  such a  place 
where never  before  s i n c e  t h e  Crea t ion  of t h e  e a r t h  had a  
C h r i s t i a n  s e r v i c e  been. I t u r n  t o  you wishing t h a t  everyone 
could have ce l eb ra t ed  t h i s  day with me. I gave t o  t h e  junior 
o f f i c e r s  of t h e  convoy and Embassy a  cup of vodka and a  pound 
of meat ( I n  Orenberg I had acqui red  t h e s e  goods f o r  j u s t  
such an occasion wi th  my own money). A l l  t h e  o f f i c e r s  and 
t r a v e l l e r s  dined a t  my t a b l e .  Dobrudskii  prepared f o r  us an 
ou ts tanding  meal. The hol iday  was f o r  a l l .  I n  order  t o  
provide en te r ta inment  f o r  t he  j un io r  o f f i c e r s  I constructed 
a  t a r g e t ;  anyone h i t t i n g  t h e  b u l l f s  eye rece ived  a  stipend". 

"The next  day a t  dawn we climbed up on t h e  high U s t - U r t  
P l a t e a u  and with d i f f i c u l t y  searched u n t i l  4 p.m. f o r  a  
s u i t a b l e  p lace  f o r  bivouac. I n  Orenberg they had given us 
such d r i v e r s  who knew abso lu t e ly  no th ing  about anything. 
They were unable t o  f i n d  we l l s  and o f t e n  l e d  the  caravan 
from the  main rou te .  I had t o  go out wi th  them every day 
and make su re  we were on t he  r i g h t  t r a i l .  Nevertheless  
almost every day t he  d r i v e r s  would ge t  us l o s t .  When the  
caravan had s t r ayed  we would make i n q u i r i e s  of oncoming 
Kirghiz  o r  reconnaissance o r  e l s e  j u s t  by acc ident  we would 
get  back again. This  expedi t ion  thanks t o  a  success fu l  
s e l e c t i o n  of companions has given me cons iderab le  experience 
i n  moving on t he  s teppe.  I f  they  ever  send me out  on 
another  t r i p  I would never t ake  anyone whom I had not per- 
sona l l y  s e l ec t ed .  Severa l  of my companions have been simply 
awful. Thank goodness t h a t  t he  Cormnander of t he  convoy i s  
a  Headquarters O f f i c e r  of t he  Ural Troops (Burenin) and along 
with him a r e  s e v e r a l  promising o f f i c e r s  but  o t h e r  than t h a t  
much g r i e f  has been spent  with t h i s  clumsy caravan. The 
convoy i t  seems loves me. Espec i a l l y  t h e  Ural Cossacks 
displayed a f f e c t i o n  t o  me. They wanted m e  t o  take  them t o  
Khiva and Bukhara". 

"June 9 we crossed t he  "sands" (Barsuki) and we got l o s t .  
Suddenly a  Kirghiz  appeared out  of nowhere, l e ap t  from h i s  
horse ,  and r e s p e c t f u l l y  approached me on foo t .  He s t a t e d  
t h a t  he was s en t  by t he  b ro the r  of I s e t  ( a  disappointed 
br igand who had submitted toge ther  with t he  o lde r  bro ther )  
t o  d i r e c t  t he  caravan on t he  co r r ec t  t r a i l  because we had 
s l ipped  of f  t he  t r a i l  and on t he  d i r e c t i o n  we were t he r e  
was no water .  He t o l d  me t h a t  I s e t  Kutebarov had returned 
from the  Governor Genera l f s ,and  waited f o r  us f o r  two days 



based on t h e  s c h e d u l e  o f  o u r  normal movement. F i n a l l y  h e  
had gone ou t  l o o k i n g  f o r  us and he  had  s e n t  peop le  ou t  i n  
a l l  d i r e c t i o n s .  We fo l lowed  t h e  K i r g h i z  and a r r i v e d  soon 
a t  a  b ivouac.  Tha t  even ing  two b r o t h e r s  o f  I s e t  showed 
up and gave us a  huge sheep ,  a  camel,  h o r s e  and p i t c h e r  
wi th  Kumiss. A l l  t h i s  was a  warmup f o r  o u r  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  
I gave t h e  sheep t o  t h e  cook f o r  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  pu t  packs  on 
t h e  camel, b u t  t h e  h o r s e  t o  t h e  ex t remely  s u r p r i s e d  K i r g h i z  
I gave t o  t h e  Ura l  Cossack who had  j u s t  l o s t  h i s  and t h e r e -  
f o r e  was i n  g r e a t  g r i e f .  I gave t h e  Kumiss, t h a t  u n a t t r a c -  
t i v e  d r i n k ,  t o  my be loved  t r a v e l l e r s " .  

"I conversed a t  l e n g t h  w i t h  t h e  r e l a t i v e s  of I s e t  and gave 
them, a s  i s  t h e  custom, p r e s e n t s  and money. Tomorrow I s e t  
in tends  t o  come o u t  and meet me and i n v i t e  me t o  h i s  aul" .  

"June 10 i n  t h e  morning a s  soon a s  we had d e p a r t e d  from 
bivouac I s e t  on a  h o r s e  met me surrounded by h i s  r e t i n u e .  
The meet ing was c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  o r i e n t a l  f a s h i o n .  We r o d e  
on ahead, i n  f r o n t  of t h e  convoy s i n g e r s  who g a i l y  s a n e  
d i s t a n t  Cossack and s o l d i e r s '  songs  d u r i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  
march. I s e t ,  convers ing  w i t h  me, walked on ahead w i t h  a  
mark of d e f e r e n c e  a s  i f  h e  was s e r v i n g  a s  l e a d i n g  d r i v e r  
of t h e  detachment u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  b ivouac.  I am going now 
on s h o r t e r  marches because  Butakov s t i l l  had n o t  answered 
my n o t e  about h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  A r a l  Sea .  The s c o u t  we 
had s e n t  ahead t o  Chernyshevsk i i  Bay t o l d  me t h a t  by t h e  
morning of June  10 no  s h i p  was v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  A r a l  Sea .  I 
w i l l  a r r i v e  a t  Chernyshevsk i i  Bay on J u n e  12 i n  o r d e r  t o  
give Butakov t ime t o  c o l l e c t  h imse l f  and t o  f e e l  t h a t  i n  
good conscience I had completed e v e r y t h i n g  r e q u i r e d  of me". 

" I s e t  l e t  us have f o r  my b ivouac  a  v e r y  comfor tab le  loca-  
t i o n  i n  t h e  sand dunes which he had occupied b e f o r e  h i s  
roamings. I r e s t e d  t h r e e  h o u r s  i n  t h e  camp and once more 
a l l  t h e  r e l a t i v e s  of I s e t  appeared w i t h  an i n v i t a t i o n  t o  
v i s i t  t h e i r  a u l  f o r  two days.  Because of t h e i r  s i n c e r e  
r eques t  I went a long  w i t h  some of my companions on horse -  
back wi th  t h e  r e t i n u e  t o  1 s e t ' s  a s  a  gues t .  Near us a  
bunch of Ki rgh iz  m i l l e d  around i n c r e a s i n g  g r a d u a l l y  
a f t e r  our  a r r i v a l  i n  I s e t ' s  a u l .  They accep ted  us w i t h  
f u l l  honors and t h e y  had p l a c e d  a  t r u n k  w i t h  a  rug  over  i t  
i n  a  b i g  t e n t ,  making a  k i n d  of t h r o n e  f o r  me t o  s i t  on. 
The onlookers  s a t  on rugs  on t h e  f l o o r .  They p repared  f o r  
us a  magn i f i cen t  f e a s t .  The more p r e s t i g i o u s  t h e  g u e s t ,  
t he  more courses  a r e  se rved .  Kumiss was given t o  a l l  t h e  
gues t s .  A huge p l a t e  of f r i e d  f o a l ,  b u l l i o n  soup,  P i l a v  
( r i c e  wi th  mutton) s e r v e d  a l s o  i n  l a r g e  bowls and f i n a l l y  
t e a  poured i n t o  cups.  I t  was i m p o l i t e  t o  r e f u s e  any th ing  
because r e f u s a l  might imply t h a t  you were a f r a i d  o f  b e i n g  
poisoned and my d i s t r u s t  o f  I s e t .  Woe t o  me because  
thanks t o  my rank I was always g iven  t h e  l a r g e s t  p o r t i o n  
of eve ry th ing .  I found a  way out  of t h i s  r e g r e t t a b l e  
s i t u a t i o n .  E a s t e r n  custom h a s  it t h a t  t o  g ive  an uneaten 
d i sh  o r  d i v i d e  i t  w i t h  someone means t o  r ender  t h e  h i g h e s t  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h a t  person and i t  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  him from 



those  surrounding him. I began t o  pass  out  por t ions  of 
food served me t o  Doctor P e k a r s k i i  (we had brought him 
along i n  case of poisoning) and then  t o  t h e  c lose  re la t ives  
of I s e t .  Having spent  about 45 minutes i n  t h e  t e n t  and 
having rece ived  a horse  (pacer)  as  a g i f t ,  I s a i d  goodbye 
t o  I s e t  and r e tu rned  happi ly  t o  t h e  bivouac. I took the 
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e l d e r  son of I s e t  wi th  me t o  Khiva as  a d r ive r .  He would 
s e rve  a s  a l i v i n g  wi tness  of t h e  submission of h i s  fa ther  
s o  r ecen t ly  rendered t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  Khivan Khan. 
Also I s e t  had many f r i e n d s  and acquaintances i n  Khiva. I 
gave t h e  f a t h e r  a p r e sen t ,  my double b a r r e l l e d  revolver 
which I had brought abroad". 

"In genera l  t he  p r e sen t s  given t o  me i n  S t .  Petersburg 
tu rned  out t o  be more o r  l e s s  u se l e s s .  I had t o  send t o  
t he  Khans i n  compensation f o r  t h e  en t rance  of our ships  
i n t o  t h e  Amu Darya t h e  b u l k i e s t  and most splended of the 
T s a r i s t  p r e sen t s ,  and t he  main one, t h e  organs. Af te r  
i n spec t i on  i t  was found t h a t  i t  could no t  u t t e r  a s ing le  
sound o t h e r  than  a weak squeak. I was a f r a i d  t h a t  the  
g l a s s  facade and mi r ro r s  would be broken i n  t h e  camel 
caravan. T r inke t s  which had been brought t o  give away did 
not  correspond t o  t h e  A s i a t i c  t a s t e  and understanding. 
Women's products  s u i t a b l e  t o  our  women hard ly  found any 
i n t e r e s t  i n  Khiva and Bukhara. I f  I had not  bought several 
p r e sen t s  i n  London and P a r i s  wi th  my own money then I 
would have d isgraced  myself i n  t he  eyes of t he  Asiat ics" .  

"On June 12 my caravan reached Isen'-Chagyl. I went out 
wi th  a smal l  convoy and came out  on t h e  shore of t he  sea  
about 6 mi les  from our  bivouac. My own eyes convinced me 
t h a t  Butakov was no t  t he r e .  The hea t  got worse. On the  
l a s t  march we d id  21 mi les  bu t  i t  was 84O i n  t he  shade. 
I t  was r a t h e r  exhaust ing.  I was too  lazy t o  w r i t e  and I 
had t o  w r i t e  t o  t he  Grand Duke Konetantin Nikolaevich, 
Katenin and t he  D i r ec to r  of t h e  A s i a t i c  Department". 

On June 12, t he  caravan advanced t o  t he  sandy h i l l ock  of 
K w S u a t ' ,  which provided a wide view of t he  Aral  Sea. Armed with 
te lescopea ,  S t ruve ,  Mozhaiskii  and I searched t he  horizon but there 
was no s h i p  t o  be seen anywhere, nor  smoke, nor  masts,  nor the  
s l i g h t e s t  s i gn  of any F l o t i l l a .  The absence of t he  F l o t i l l a  upset 
my whole plan which had been agreed upon i n  S t .  Petersburg.  

Now the  ques t ion  was, "What i s  t o  be done?" Should we 
spend an indeterminate  amount of time on t he  shore of t he  sea with 
abso lu te ly  no information of when t o  expect t he  F l o t i l l a ?  I t  was 
unthinkable i n  these  circumstances because t he  feed was of poor 
q u a l i t y  and t he  water  i n  t he  we l l s  was no t  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  even a 
one day s tand  of t he  caravan. Going on meant r i s k i n g  t he  rendezvous 
with t he  F l o t i l l a  and giving up on our main goal  - t he  invest igat ion 
of t he  Amu Darya and t he  in t roduc t ion  of sh ip s  on i t .  Thus, the 
Embassy had t o  e x t r i c a t e  i t s e l f  from the  d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n  regard- 
i ng  feed and water ,  while on t he  o the r  hand, we had t o  keep a look 
Out on t he  s ea  f o r  some s ign  of t he  "Perovskii".  The s i t u a t i o n  was 
unpleasant ,  unexpected and c ruc i a l .  



Problems of s u p p l y  had  h e l d  up t h e  F l o t i l l a  and Butakov 
had not prepared h i s  s h i p s  t o  d e p a r t  on t ime.  T h i s  p l a c e d  t h e  
Embassy i n  a  d i f f i c u l t  p o s i t i o n  i n  r e g a r d  t o  how we were  t o  g e t  t o  
Khiva without s h i p s .  It was n e v e r t h e l e s s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  go from 
Isen'-Chagy1,over 35 m i l e s  of rough t r a i l  w i t h o u t  food and w a t e r ,  
in  order t o  come c l o s e r  t o  a  p l a c e  n e a r  t h e  s e a s h o r e  where t h e r e  
would be water .  

The h e a t  was unbearab le  d u r i n g  t h e  day and we were con- 
cerned t h a t  we would n o t  be  a b l e  t o  s t a n d  a  v e r y  l o n g  march. It was 
decided t o  h a l t  u n t i l  n i g h t f a l l  and we d e p a r t e d  a t  6 p.m. 

On June 1 4 t h ,  I wro te  t o  my f a t h e r :  

". . . and t h e  march went o f f  i n  a  f a v o r a b l e  manner. Only 
t h e  "pacer" which I s e t  had  p r e s e n t e d  t o  me a s  a  g i f t  
suddenly got s i c k  and r e f u s e d  t o  go on. I was f o r c e d  t o  
give  it back t o  I s e t ' s  son.  For  t h e  most p a r t  we went 
a long t h e  a lmost  p e r p e n d i c u l a r  r a v i n e  of t h e  U s t - U r t .  I n  
the  d i s t a n c e  was seen  t h e  s h i n i n g  s i l v e r y  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
moon on t h e  A r a l  Sea.  A l l  n i g h t  v a l i a n t  Ura l  Cossacks sang  
my beloved songs .  When t h e  moon came o u t  t h e  t r o u b a d o r s  
sang f i she rmen ' s  o r  s e a  songs  of t h e  U r a l s  b u t  when t h e  
moon went i n  t h e y  s a n g  s o f t ,  ex t remely  romant ic ,  charming 
d i t t i e s .  My though t s  r e t u r n e d  u n w i l l i n g l y  t o  r e a l i t y  when 
my horse  s tumbled and a lmost  f e l l  down i n t o  one o f  t h e  
r u t s  which c u t  th rough  t h e  s l o p e s  of t h e  U s t - U r t .  A t  9 p.m. 
I s topped t h e  detachment and we dismounted.  The t r u m p e t e r  
played t a p s .  We took  o f f  o u r  h a t s  and prayed z e a l o u s l y .  
We got back on o u r  h o r s e s ,  h i t  t h e  road  and a g a i n  on t h e  
s t eppe  was h e a r d  t h e  mournful songs  of a  h a n d f u l  o f  Russian 
people.  A t  7:15 a.m. we a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  b ivouac  and by 
8 a.m. we saw on t h e  h o r i z o n  of t h e  Sea a  b l a c k  moving s p o t .  
A g r e a t  shou t  went up i n  our  camp and a l l  h a s t e n e d  t o  t h e  
rocky p r e c i p i c e  which s t o o d  ou t  over  t h e  s e a .  We u n f u r l e d  
f l a g s  and s t a r t e d  a  huge bon f i r e  from t h e  d r y  s e a  weed, 
the  w a t t i n g  from t h e  empty packs  and boxes ,  e t c .  F i n a l l y  
when we had used up a l l  t h e  combust ib le  m a t e r i a l  we began 
burning t h e  heavy government c a r r i a g e  which I had dec ided  
t o  s a c r i f i c e  f o r e s e e i n g  t h a t  a t  t h e  c r o s s i n g  o f  t h e  Amu 
Darya we would have t o  abandon some of t h e  s t r i n g  of c a r t s  
which would n o t  be  p e r m i t t e d  t o  b e  s e n t  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  
convoy. The s t eamer  k e p t  i t s  course  f o r  us.  It seemed t o  
be coming c l o s e r .  We could  make o u t  t h e  o u t l i n e  of t h e  
sh ip .  Our t r a v e l l e r s  from Orenberg recogn ized  i t  a s  t h e  
"Perovski i"  and we a l r e a d y  had begun t o  descend from t h e  
c l i f f s  t o  t h e  s h o r e  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e c e i v e  our  s a i l o r s  i n  a  
happy fash ion .  But suddenly  t o  our  keen disappointment  
the  s teamer  a t  a  d i s t a n c e  of 3  t o  34 m i l e s  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  
l e f t  and went a long  t h e  U s t - U r t  i n  a  d i r e c t i o n  w e l l  t o  t h e  
south  of where we were.  I n  o r d e r  t o  exhaus t  a l l  t h e  means 
a t  our  d i s p o s a l  t o  f i n d  ou t  where t h e  s h i p  would l a n d , I  
s e n t  20 men w i t h  r i f l e s  on t h e  s h o r e  and we began f i r i n g  
sa lvos  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  s h i p .  The b u g l e r  and t h e  
t rumpeter  got  d o n  r i g h t  t o  t h e  edge o f  t h e  wa te r  and gave 
ou t  s i g n a l s .  F i n a l l y  we s e n t  o f f  s i x  m i l i t a r y  r o c k e t s  



( t h e  a p p l e  of one 's  eye  t o  b e  used on ly  a g a i n s t  t h e  
Turkmen). They f l ew way ou t  over  t h e  Ara l  Sea bu t  d id  
n o t  s t o p  t h e  s teamer.  A l l  was i n  v a i n .  The "Perovskii" 
proudly passed i n  f r o n t  of us i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Devlet- 
G i r e i  which was l o c a t e d  about 72 m i l e s  sou th  of our  bivouac. 
My s p i r i t s  s t i l l  have n o t  f a l l e n  from t h i s  mournful mis- 
unders tand ing  which blocked t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  of t h e  ins t ruc-  
t i o n s  given t o  me and I w i l l  have t o  a t tempt  t h e  l a s t  r esor t .  
I w i l l  send my two topographers  t o  d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s  of the  
seashore  i n  o r d e r  t o  somehow ge t  i n  touch  w i t h  Butakov. I 
don ' t  need t h e  F l o t i l l a  any more. J u s t  t h e  oppos i te ;  i n  my 
p r e s e n t  c i rcumstances  it has  become an unnecessary burden. 
I can reach my goa l  by o t h e r  means a l though ,  wi thout  doubt, 
I would have been more comfortable  and h a p p i e r  on t h e  steam- 
s h i p .  But t o  l e a v e  t h e  caravan t o  t h e  mercy of f a t e  I could 
n o t  permit .  I would do e v e r y t h i n g  i n  my power t o  l e t  t h e  
s a i l o r s  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  our  e x p e d i t i o n  and complete t h e  
p e a c e f u l  n a v i g a t i o n  on t h e  Amu Darya t h u s  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  
d e s i r e s  of Grand Duke Kone tan t in  Nikolaevich who had i n s i s t e d  
on t h a t  i n  t h e  Committee when t h e  above i n s t r u c t i o n  was given 
t o  me. I was n o t  concerned whether t h e y  a p p r e c i a t e d  my prob- 
lems i n  S t .  P e t e r s b u r g  b u t  I would f u l f i l l  my d u t i e s  t o  the  
en dl' . 

I d i scovered  t h a t  t h e  Khivans f o r  some reason o r  another 
(probably rumors from F o r t  #1 about t h e  h a s t y  and s t renuous  o u t f i t -  
t i n g  of t h e  F l o t i l l a )  were l e e r y  of our  d e s i r e  t o  in t roduce  ships  
i n t o  t h e  Amu Darya and decided a g a i n s t  i t .  On t h e  b a s i s  of t h i s  fact 
and i n  o r d e r  t o  avoid l o s i n g  any more t ime I decided t o  change the  
r o u t e  of t h e  Embassy. Another reason  f o r  changing t h e  rou te  was a  
d e c i s i o n  on my p a r t  t o  avoid hav ing  t h e  Embassy t r a v e l  through areas 
where f i g h t i n g  was t a k i n g  p l a c e  between t h e  Khivans and Turkmen. In 
f a c t ,  t h e  Khivan towns of Kunia-Urgench and Khodzhei l i  were under 
f u l l  b lockade by t h e  Turkmen. 

Using t h e  embarrass ing p o s i t i o n  of t h e  Khan ( i .  e.  giving 
advanced n o t i c e  of h i s  r e f u s a l  t o  permit  our  s h i p s  on t h e  Amu ~ a r y a )  , 
I proposed t o  bypass Kunia-Urgench, i n  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t o  o r i g i n a l  
p l a n s ,  c roes  t h e  A i b u g i r s k i i  Bay i n  h i r e d  b o a t s  and go on t o  Kungrad. 
A p a r t  of t h e  p r e s e n t s  and goods of t h e  Embassy would be loaded on 
t h e  "Perovski i"  when found and s e n t  wi th  two members of t h e  Embassy 
who were i n s t r u c t e d  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  goods a r r i v e d  s a f e l y  i n  Kungrad 
where we would meet up w i t h  Butakov. 

I n  o r d e r  t o  avoid misunders tanding and t o  warn t h e  Vizier  
( i n  Khiva) about t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  Embassy v i a  a  new and d i f f e r e n t  
r o u t e ,  1 dispa tched  an o f f i c i a l  l e t t e r  t o  him on June 14. I informed 
him about t h e  "Perovski i"  c a r r y i n g  p r e s e n t s  t o  t h e  Khans and f r e i g h t  
of t h e  Embassy t o  Kungrad. My l e t t e r  had t o  reach Khiva quickly,  
because t h e  "Perovski i"  had t o  e n t e r  t h e  Amu Darya immediately before 
t h e  wate r  l e v e l  f e l l ,  and more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  b e f o r e  t h e  Khan would 
have t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t o  inform me of h i s  r e f u s a l  and c a r r y  out h i s  
o r d e r  b lock ing  t h e  e n t r a n c e  of t h e  Amu Darya t o  our  s h i p .  

As messenger, I s e l e c t e d  t h e  keen-wit ted and e f f i c i e n t  
Russian salesman G r i g o r i i  P a n f i l o v ,  who i n  a d d i t  ion  t o  d e l i v e r i n g  the 
message was i n s t r u c t e d  t o :  
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(1) c o l l e c t  in fo rmat ion  about  a f f a i r s  i n  t h e  k h a n a t e ,  about  Turkmen 
and about any d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  my new r o u t e ;  and 

(2 )  t o  t r y  t o  g e t  i n  touch  w i t h  t h e  " P e r o v s k i i "  i f  he  cou ld  f i n d  i t  
somewhere n e a r  t h e  s h o r e .  

By t h e  1 7 t h  o f  J u n e  t h e r e  was s t i l l  no  news about  Butakov. 
According t o  rumors of t h e  K i r g h i z ,  he  passed  over  t o  t h e  Khivan 
shore of t h e  s e a  and r e c o n n o i t e r e d  t h e  e s t u a r y  of t h e  Amu Darya. 
The nomads on t h e  s h o r e  d e f i n i t e l y  n o t i c e d  him. He had made n o  end 
of t r o u b l e  f o r  me, and h e  i r r i t a t e d  b o t h  t h e  Khivans and Turkmen. 
The s t r a n g e  r a s h n e s s  and t h o u g h t l e s s n e s s  on t h e  p a r t  o f  Butakov t o  
explore t h e  e s t u a r y  w i t h o u t  c o n f e r r i n g  w i t h  me comple te ly  upse t  o u r  
o r i g i n a l  p lans .  O f f i c i a l l y  t h e  F l o t i l l a  had been t u r n e d  over  t o  my 
command. Butakov had n o t  f u l f i l l e d  t h e  o r d e r s  of t h e  Grand Duke n o r  
of t h e  Govenlor General  who had  o r d e r e d  him t o  rendezvous w i t h  me a t  
Chernyshevskii Bay (where I had remained f o r  s i x  f u l l  days ) .  

He n e v e r  showed up n o r  s e n t  anyone t o  t h e  s h o r e  and wi th-  
out cau t ion  went t o  t h e  A i b u g i r s k i i  Bay long  b e f o r e  we could  a r r i v e  
and u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  Khivans n o t i c e d  him. It i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  f o r  
Russia t h a t  we had (and have) o f f i c i a l s  who p u t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  o v e r  
those of t h e  s t a t e  and h a s t e n  a f t e r  a  k i n d  o f  tawdry,  t r a n s i e n t  d i s -  
t i n c t i o n  sometimes f o r g e t t i n g  t h e i r  c h i e f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  
Judging from t h e  way h i s  mind worked, I imagine he  though t  t h a t  I 
acted e g o t i s t i c a l l y  a v o i d i n g  on purpose  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
F l o t i l l a  s o  t h a t  I cou ld  g e t  a l l  t h e  c r e d i t  f o r  conduc t ing  t h e  
expedi t ion on t h e  Amu Darya. Butakov was g r e a t l y  mis taken.  

F i n a l l y ,  on June  18  our  c o n t i n u a l  s e a r c h i n g s  a long  t h e  
shore tu rned  i n t o  a  s u c c e s s .  E a r l y  i n  t h e  morning t r a v e l l i n g  a long  
the U s t - U r t  and t u r n i n g  n o r t h ,  Butakov saw L t .  Mozhaiski i  w i t h  s i x  
Cossacks and t h e  r o c k e t  l auncher  l o c a t e d  about 18  m i l e s  from t h e  
bivouac. The "Perovsk i i "  went t o  o u r  l o c a t i o n  and approached a t  
sunr i se .  By a c c i d e n t , I  was t h e  f i r s t  t o  n o t i c e  t h e  approach o f  t h e  
ship  and having h a l t e d  ~ r e ~ a r a t i o n s  t o  d e p a r t  t h e  b ivouac ,  I 
hastened down t h e  rocky c l i f f s  of t h e  U s t - U r t  t o  t h e  s e a .  The 
Commander of t h e  F l o t i l l a  landed a t  t h e  v e r y  s p o t  where I was s t and-  
ing. We t a l k e d  f o r  t h r e e  hours  w h i l e  I o r d e r e d  t h e  caravan t o  s t a r t  
moving. I went on board t h e  "Perovsk i i "  w i t h  Butakov and s a i l e d  
with him t o  o u r  b ivouac  t h e  n e x t  n i g h t .  The s teamer  could  n o t  g e t  
c lose r  than  seven m i l e s  t o  t h e  b ivouac  because  o f  f e a r  of runn ing  
aground and t h e  s t e e p n e s s  of t h e  c l i f f s  made i t  ex t remely  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  reach t h e  camp a f t e r  I s t e p p e d  ou t  of t h e  launch. I stumbled 
around t h e  c l i f f  i n  da rkness  u n t i l  11 p.m. when I reached camp. My 
absence had caused g r e a t  a l a rm i n  t h e  bivouac.  

A t  my meet ing w i t h  Butakov, I e x p l a i n e d  t o  him h i s  posi -  
t ion i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  Embassy and what t h e  government expec ted  of 
the  F l o t i l l a .  I produced o r d e r s  from t h e  Committee ( i n  S t .  
Petersburg)  d e t a i l i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  cha in  of command. He 
to ld  me of t h e  need t o  make a  ~ r e l i m i n a r ~  reconna i s sance  of t h e  
lower p a r t  of t h e  r i v e r  a s  f a r  a s  Kungrad b e f o r e  a  conc lus ive  dec i -  
sion t h a t  t h e  "Perovsk i i "  could  n a v i g a t e  t h e  r i v e r  t o  Khiva ( t h e  
torn) could  be made. I had s t r e n u o u s l y  a t t empted  t o  t a l k  Butakov 
Out of t h e  above e n t e r p r i s e  which could  have n e g a t i v e  consequences 
f o r  the  Embassy, f o r  i f  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  i t  would cause  a  l a r g e  l o s s  of 
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t ime which could a f f e c t  our  prec ious  supply of water.  

From information c o l l e c t e d  by Butakov it seemed tha t  the 
Taldyk channel of t he  Amu Darya which he had e a r l i e r  (1848-49) 
thought t o  be t h e  deepest had now become too  shallow. Butakov had 
explored t h e  mouth of t h e  Taldyk channel as  it was t h e  assembly 
poin t  f o r  t h e  F l o t i l l a  c o n s i s t i n g  of t h e  steamers "Perovskii",  
"Obruchev", two barges wi th  s a i l  and a  tow boat  which was t o  lead the 
sh ip s  i n t o  t h e  r i v e r .  He discovered t h a t  t h e  steamer "Obruchev" 
could no t  row aga in s t  t h e  cu r r en t  w i th  t h e  barge and t h e  tow boat 
and both steamers c a r r i e d  s o  l i t t l e  f u e l  t h a t  without  t h e  f u e l  supply 
on t he  barges cont inua t ion  was impossible.  A l l  t h e  above happened 
because of f a u l t y  programming i n  S t .  Pe t e r sbu rg ,  t h e  l a t e  a r r i va l  of 
t h e  Naval Cornand (June 3 on t h e  Aral  Sea ) ,  t h e  s t a t u s  of t he  ships, 
t he  inaccuracy of t h e  previous information and t he  f a c t  t h a t  the 
e n t i r e  p lans  were changed by Butakov without  t h e  knowledge of the 
Embassy. I had i n s i s t e d  a l l  a long t h a t  it would have been expedient 
t o  have departed i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of May d i r e c t l y  t o  Bukhara and 
from the re  r e t u r n  t o  Khiva. I f  t h a t  had been done t he  entrance of 
t he  F l o t i l l a  i n t o  t h e  main channel of t h e  Amu Darya could have been 
achieved. 

I n  s p i t e  of a l l  t h e  above I arranged wi th  Butakov tha t  he 
was t o  drop anchor a t  Cape Aksuat and wait  f o r  t h e  a r r i v a l  of Captain 
S a l a t s k i i  from the  General S t a f f  who had been appointed t o  take care 
of t he  presen ts  f o r  t h e  Khans which, of course,  served as t he  pretext 
f o r  t he  "Perovskii" t o  nav iga t e  t h e  Amu Darya. Then Butakov would 
t ake  t h e  "Perovski i"  and one o the r  s h i p ,  load t h e  p r e sen t s ,  and s a i l  
as  quickly as  he could t o  Kungrad i n  conformance wi th  my recent ly 
de l ivered  l e t t e r  t o  t he  V iz i e r .  

I requested Butakov not  t o  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  the  per- 
sona l  s t r ugg l e s  of t he  l oca l  popula t ion ,  nor  any l oca l  au tho r i t i e s  
and no t  t o  take  ac t i on  even i f  t he  Khivans t r y  t o  h a l t  t he  ship.  
Furthermore, I s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  he send me news of t he  s h i p ' s  pro- 
gress  a s  o f t en  as  pos s ib l e  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  t h e r e  was t o  be any delay 
which might prevent i t s  a r r i v a l  i n  Kungrad. The da te  of our meeting 
i n  Kungrad was designated t o  be June 25. 

On t h e  Ust-Urt we had met s eve ra l  caravans coming from 
Khiva with goods and Kirghiz  who he ld  Russian c i t i z e n s h i p  and were 
r e tu rn ing  from t h e i r  roaming8 o r  wandering8 i n  t h e  Khivan t e r r i t o r y .  
We s o l i c i t e d  as  much information from them as pos s ib l e ,  and learned 
s eve ra l  important t h ings  regard ing  t he  KhivaITurkmen h o s t i l i t i e s ,  
inc lud ing  where m i l i t a r y  ac t i on  was t ak ing  p l ace ,  s a f e  rou tes  of 
t r a n s i t ,  and t he  genera l  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  on t he  p a r t  of t h e  Turkmen 
with our Mission t o  v i s i t  t he  Khivan Khan. This  information con- 
firmed any dec is ion  t h a t  t he  o r i g i n a l  rou te  v i a  Kunia-Urgench was 
wrong and t h a t  the  rou te  v i a  Kungrad would be much more s a t i s f ac to ry .  
Anyway, by fol lowing t he  new route  i t  was now poss ib l e  f o r  us t o  
s tudy t he  Aibugi rsk i i  Bay,survey t he  lower p a r t  of t he  Khivan 
Khanate, and make s c i e n t i f i c ,  p o l i t i c a l  and m i l i t a r y  observat ions.  

Our t r i p  along t he  Ust-Urt was at tended by various adven- 
t u r e s .  I wrote my f a t h e r  about t he  f u r t h e r  procession a f t e r  saying 
goodbye t o  Butakov: 



"We had t h r e e  peop le  b i t t e n  by s c o r p i o n s .  The f i r s t  two 
were Cossacks t a k i n g  s u g a r  from a  s a c k  i n  which dwel led 
an u n i n v i t e d  g u e s t .  A t h i r d  one p u t  h i s  hand i n  h i s  back 
pocket i n  o r d e r  t o  p u l l  ou t  h i s  h a n d k e r c h i e f .  The d o c t o r  
was ou t  r i d i n g  and f e a r i n g  a lmost  a s  much t h e  Cossacks 
c a r r i e d  t h e  man away, s h o u t i n g  "a  s c o r p i o n  h a s  b i t  him". 
But it i s  n o t  a s  bad a s  t r a v e l l e r s  s a y  it i s  i f  you have 
enough t ime a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  means, it w i l l  c u r e  
very q u i c k l y .  The inf lammation must b e  l o c a l i z e d " .  

A s  we approached A i b u g i r s k i i  Ray and t h e  b i v o u a c  a t  
Adzhibai on June  20,  we met t h r e e  K i r g h i z  r e t u r n i n g  from Khiva. Two 
were messengers of t h e  Governor G e n e r a l ' s  who had  been s e n t  from 
Orenberg b e f o r e  my d e p a r t u r e  i n t o  t h e  s t e p p e  w i t h  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  
Khan about t h e  Embassy t o  Khiva and Bukhara. The t h i r d  messenger 
was a  Khivan who o f f e r e d  g r e e t i n g s  from Azbergen Mutantmakov t h e  
Kirghiz S u l t a n ,  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  K i r g h i z  p o p u l a t i o n  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  lower 
par t  of t h e  Amu Darya. 

The messengers d e l i v e r e d  a  l e t t e r  t o  me from t h e  V i z i e r  o f  
Khiva which s t a t e d  t h a t  he  had  r e c e i v e d  my l e t t e r  and t h a t  t h e  Khan 
had ordered t h e  Kungrad Commander, ~ a k h m u d - ~ i a z ,  t o  meet w i t h  t h e  
Embassy and e s c o r t  it  th rough  Kungrad t o  Khiva. 

I l e a r n e d  from t h e  messengers  t h a t  t h e  Khan asked them 
de ta i l ed  and long q u e s t i o n s  about t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  movement "of 
l a rge  numbers of Russian detachments  on t h e  ~ i r g h i z  s t e p p e  i n f r i n g i n g  
on Khivan t e r r i t o r y " .  Apparen t ly ,  t h e  Khan expressed  s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  
we were e n t e r i n g  i n t o  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  Turkmen by g i v i n g  them 
Russian c i t i z e n s h i p ,  and t h e n  would j o i n  hands t o  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  
Khiva. 

It was obvious  t h a t  a  s imul taneous  appearance n e a r  t h e  Ust- 
Urt of s e v e r a l  detachments o f  Russ ians  ( t h e  Embassy, t h e  convoy o f  
the Governor Genera l  and two su rvey  p a r t i e s )  which t h e  Governor 
General had s o  v a l u e d ,  r a i s e d  t h e  Khan's f e a r s  w h i l e  Ka ten in  f e l t  
t h a t  these  s t r a t e g i c  movements would h e l p  t h e  Embassy and make t h e  
attainment of our  g o a l s  e a s i e r .  T h i s  p l a n  had n e g a t i v e  consequences 
by a rous ing  m i s t r u s t  and s u s p i c i o n  i n  t h e  A s i a t i c s .  

Our own K i r g h i z  t r i e d  t o  calm t h e  Khan by e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  
Governor General  Ka ten in  cou ld  o n l y  go t o  t h e  Emba on t h e  same r o u t e  
as t h e  Embassy b u t  from t h e  Emba he was t o  go on t o  t h e  Syr-Darya. 
while t h e  Embassy went a long  t h e  U s t - U r t .  Wishing t o  omit t h e  p o s s i -  
b i l i t y  of my meet ing w i t h  t h e  h o s t i l e  Turkmen Ata-Murad and t o  cer-  
t i f y  our a c t u a l  i n t e n t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  ~ h i v a ,  t h e  Khan sugges ted  
(through t h e  messengers) t h a t  I change my r o u t e  a v o i d i n g  Kunia- 
Urgench and t r a v e l  d i r e c t l y  t o  Kungrad. 

L u c k i l y ,  t h i s  in fo rmat ion  wae r e c e i v e d  b e f o r e  my messenger,  
Panf i lov ,  had been r e c e i v e d  by t h e  V i z i e r  and t h e  Kungrad Commander 
regarding my d e c i s i o n  t o  change t h e  o r i g i n a l  r o u t e  and go t o  Kungrad. 
To me, t h i s  co inc idence  proved t h a t  I c o r r e c t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  s t a t e  
of a f f a i r s  i n  t h e  Khanate.  

I took t h i s  in fo rmat ion  a s  an o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  w r i t i n g  



l e t t e r s  (June 20) t o  t h e  V iz i e r  i n  Khiva and t h e  Kungrad Commander, 
re-emphasizing t h a t  it would be impossible  t o  t r a n s p o r t  t he  bulky 
p re sen t s  s e n t  by t h e  Tsa r  t o  t h e  Khan by land ,  and t h a t  these  i t e m  
could only reach Khiva by water.  I f u r t h e r  went on t o  s t a t e  tha t  I  
was forced  t o  t r a n s p o r t  them on two of our sh ip s  which "usually 
p l i e d  t h e  Ara l  Sea and had i n s t r u c t e d  s e v e r a l  o f f i c i a l s  t o  take 
them up t he  r i v e r  t o  t h e  n e a r e s t ,  most s u i t a b l e  p lace  t o  Khiva for  
unloading cargo". Also,  I reques ted  t h e  Khivans t o  send boats  "in 
o rde r  t o  accompany and lead  t he  "Perovskii" above Kungrad". 

I a l s o  t r i e d  t o  po in t  out t o  t h e  Kungrad Commander that  
he  would have t o  take  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  any unf r iendly  a c t s  of the 
l o c a l  populat ion " in  r e l a t i o n  t o  our  o f f i c i a l s  and sh ip s  on which 
they a r e  located",  and reques ted  t h a t  my o f f i c i a l s  be accepted i n  a  
f r i e n d l y  fash ion ,  inc lud ing  render ing  every a i d  f o r  a  non-stop 
journey. 

I n  my l e t t e r  t o  t he  V i z i e r ,  I expanded upon my des i re  for  
sho r t en ing  my v i s i t  i n  Khiva based upon the  reason t h a t  my Embassy 
would have t o  push up t h e  Amu Darya (by s h i p  pa s t  Khiva) i n  order 
t o  reach Bukhara qu ick ly  and u l t ima te ly  avoid c ross ing  t h e  waterless 
sands of t he  Kyzyl-Kum dese r t  i n  summer o r  e a r l y  f a l l .  Fur ther ,  in  
order  t o  remove susp ic ion  regard ing  our r e l a t i o n s  wi th  t he  Turkmen, 
I expressed sorrow a t  t he  rumors I heard from on-coming caravans 
about t h e  m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t y  which was t a k i n g  p lace  nea r  Kunia- 
Urgench. I h i n t e d  a t  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of Ata-Murad t o  meet with me 
about t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  of t he  Turkmen r ece iv ing  Russian c i t i zensh ip ,  
but  assured  t he  V iz i e r  of t h e  p leasan t  d i s p o s i t i o n  of t he  Imperial 
Tsar  toward t he  Khan Seid-Mohammed (of  Khiva) and t h a t  it was 
necessary t o  expla in  t o  Ata-Murad our  good r e l a t i o n s  wi th  Khiva. 

The messengers a l s o  advised us t h a t  p repara t ions  f o r  an 
honorable recept ion  of the  Embassy were being made. I n  Kungrad the 
mayor and a  good f r i e n d  of t he  Khan, Mekhmed-Niaz', was ordered t o  
rece ive  us. 

On the  n igh t  of June 20, a  s t rong  no r theas t  wind blew so 
hard t h a t  Butakov was unable t o  get i n t o  contac t  with t he  caravan 
on shore u n t i l  t he  morning of June 21. When he a r r i ved  a t  our 
bivouac, I s en t  t h r e e  o f f i c i a l s  t o  go wi th  him on the  steamer. 
They were t o  t r anspo r t  a l l  t he  p r e sen t s  and bulky items and a  f i v e  
day supply of p rovis ions  f o r  t he  Mission and t he  convoy which would 
l i gh t en  t he  load of the  caravan, make f e r r y i n g  t h e  Embassy i n  small 
boat8 across  t he  Bay e a s i e r ,  and would make l i f e  e a s i e r  f o r  the  
came 1s. 

I had a  lengthy d iscuss ion  wi th  Butakov, and we seemed t o  
see  eye t o  eye. I requested him to :  

(1) Coordinate t he  movement of t h e  sh ip s  wi th  t he  information from 
my l e t t e r  t o  the  Khivan Kungrad Commander. 

( 2 )  Not t o  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  any attempt of t h e  na t i ve s  t o  delay 
t he  F l o t i l l a ,  nor  t o  pay heed t o  any o the r  h o s t i l e  ac t ion .  

(3 )  Inform t h e  Khivan a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  he was car ry ing  t h e  presents  



f o r  t h e  Khan from t h e  T s a r  of R u s s i a  and t h a t  n o  k i n d  of  
delay would be  pe rmi t t ed .  

(4)  Arrange t h e  t r a n s p o r t  of t h e  p r e s e n t s  on Khivan b o a t s  i f  t h e  
"Perovskii" could n o t  n a v i g a t e  t h e  r i v e r ,  b u t  under p r e t e x t  of  
guarding t h e  p r e s e n t s  h e  was t o  send Headquar te r s  Cap ta in  
S a l a t s k i i ,  a  n a v a l  o f f i c e r  and two s a i l o r s  t o  su rvey  t h e  r i v e r  
and i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  main channel .  

(5) Use any chance t o  send a  messenger t o  me w i t h  in fo rmat ion  
about t h e  ongoing d i f f i c u l t i e s  of t h e  n a v i g a t i o n .  

(6) Give me a l l  t h e  f a c t s  and i n f o r m a t i o n  h e  had from h i s  p r e v i o u s  
s t a y  of s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a t  F o r t  #1. 

(7)  Give me h i s  d a i l y  program of  a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  F l o t i l l a  i n c l u d i n g  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  he  would g i v e  t h e  n a v a l  o f f i c e r  i n  c a s e  he  had t o  
send him i n  a  Khivan boa t  t o  communicate w i t h  me. 

A f t e r  t r a n s f e r r i n g  our  f r e i g h t  t o  t h e  s h i p  I s a i d  goodbye 
t o  Butakov and gave him i n  case  of e x p l a n a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  Khivan o f f i -  
c i a l s  o r  meeting o b s t a c l e s  from l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n  d u r i n g  h i s  naviga-  
t ion up t h e  Amu Darya) w r i t t e n  m a t e r i a l  i n  Russian and T a t a r  which 
s ta ted:  

I t . . .  i t  is  ordered  t h a t  t h e  two t r u s t e d  Russian o f f i c i a l s  
d e l i v e r  t o  Khiva by w a t e r  t h e  p r e s e n t s  of t h e  Emperor t o  
the  Khan because t h e s e  i tems could on ly  a r r i v e  i n  Khiva 
without damage by wate r .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I reques t  t h a t  t h e  
l o c a l  Khivan a u t h o r i t i e s  g i v e  f u l l  suppor t  f o r  a  c l e a r  
d i r e c t  passage on t h e  Amu Darya f o r  t h e  two Russian s h i p s ,  
t o  accept  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  i n  f r i e n d l y  f a s h i o n  i n  accordance 
with  t h e  c o r r e c t  r e l a t i o n s  which e x i s t  between Russ ia  and 
Khiva. The Commander i s  a l s o  t o  send news t o  me from t h e  
s h i p s  s o  t h a t  I may fo l low t h e  n a v i g a t i o n  and inform him 
of my o r d e r s  i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  t h e  d e s i r e s  of t h e  Khan 
who a l ready  h a s  been adv i sed  of a l l " .  

It  only remained f o r  Butakov t o  head up r i v e r  b o l d l y ,  n o t  paying any 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  a t t empts  t o  s t o p  t h e  v e s s e l ,  and i n  case  of  an appear- 
ance of t r o u b l e ,  he was t o  send my w r i t t e n  message t o  t h e  Kungrad 
Commander and t o  t h e  V i z i e r .  The most important  t h i n g  was f o r  him 
t o  reach Kungrad a s  q u i c k l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

I f  t h e  s teamship ( a s  i t  was supposed by a l l )  could a r r i v e  
in good time then t h e  s u c c e s s  of our  e x p e d i t i o n  would be  secured.  
The l a t e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  s h i p  would upse t  t h e  b a s i c  f u t u r e  a c t i v i t y  
of the  Embassy i n  Khiva. I n  o r d e r  t o  g i v e  an e x p l a n a t i o n  t o  t h e  
Khivans about t h e  e n t r a n c e  of our  s h i p s  i n t o  t h e  Amu Dary I and t o  
lessen t h e i r  b a s i c  s u s p i c i o n s  of u s ,  it was n o t  t o  be s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
Embassy se rved  only a s  a  decoy f o r  our  n a v a l  ( m i l i t a r y )  s h i p s .  The 
s a i l o r s  were i n s t r u c t e d  t o  pu t  o f f  any t a l k  about t h e  presence of  
the commander of t h e  F l o t i l l a  and were t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  on c a r r y i n g  
the p resen t s  and t h e  two members of t h e  Embassy. It i s  s t r a n g e  t h a t  
such an educated,  exper ienced  and i n t e l l i g e n t  man l i k e  Butakov was 
completely unable t o  unders tand t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and s t i l l  i n s i s t e d  on 



play ing  t h e  r o l e  of Commander of t he  F l o t i l l a ,  a s  i f  he was out in 
t he  Ara l  Sea. 

On June 21  i n  t h e  a f te rnoon I proceeded t o  t he  camp at Urga 
a t  the  f e r r y  t e rmina l  across  t h e  A ibug i r sk i i .  Af t e r  t r a v e l l i n g  31 
miles  we were met by t h r e e  Khivan o f f i c i a l s ,  one of whom was our for- 
mer Ki rghiz ,  Azbirgen. His whole f ace  j u s t  glowed wi th  energy and he 
exh ib i t ed  q u a l i t i e s  of keenness and resourcefu lness  connected with 
c leverness  and aggress ive  tendencies .  

The son of I s e t  rece ived  them f i r s t  f o r  he had gone ahead 
of our  avant garde a s  a  d r ive r .  The Khivans gave me f u l l  honors in 
o r i e n t a l  fash ion ,  but when they went wi th  me t o  t h e  bivouac they 
besieged us wi th  ques t ions  a s  t o  what our  r e a l  goals  were. Didn't 
we in tend  t o  use t he  anarchy s i t u a t i o n  i n  t he  Khivan Khanate t o  sup- 
por t  t he  Turkmen aga in s t  them? The main ques t ion  they had was 
whether we intended t o  give p ro t ec t i on  (meaning Russian citizenship) 
t o  t h e  numerous Kirghiz  and Karakalpaks who l i v e d  i n  t he  lower part 
of t h e  Khivan Khanate. 

By the  morning of June 2 4  we began c ross ing  t he  
A ibug i r sk i i  Bay. The boa ts  prepared by t he  Khivans t o  carry us 
acroes t h e  Bay were j u s t  no t  adequate, they  were much too  small for  
our  l a rge  caravan. F i r s t ,  I s e n t  h a l f  of t he  convoy over with the 
horses  and ordered t he  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  t o  s e t  up s e c u r i t y  on the 
oppos i te  shore of t he  Bay. The camels, a f t e r  an understandable hesi- 
t a t i o n ,  had t o  move o f f  a  cons iderab le  d i s t ance  and de tour  by a  pond 
a t  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  Bay ( i t  took t h e  camels two days t o  reach the 
p lace  where t he  convoy was). A l a rge  number of c a r t s  were l e f t  
because it was impossible  t o  land them on t he  small  Khivan boats and 
then p u l l  them from Kungrad t o  Khiva. 

The f e r ry ing  was completed by June 2 4  and I calculated 
t h a t  we would a r r i v e  i n  Kungrad no l a t e r  than June 25. We hoped t o  
f i nd  t he  "Perovskii" t i e d  up a t  t he  wharf on t h e  r i v e r .  I wrote 
Kovalevskii  while  s i t t i n g  on a  boat  i n  t he  Bay, "I have had so many 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  concerning t he  f e r r y i n g  of t he  Embassy, t he  re turn  of 
t he  a d d i t i o n a l  convoy, expendi tures ,  and our  r e l a t i o n s  with the  
Khivans t h a t  I do not  have time t o  w r i t e  you a t  much length". 

I t  was comforting t o  no te  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  my at tempts  t o  
l i gh t en  t he  caravan and save t he  wear and t e a r  on people and horses 
had been a  success .  Our favorab le  passage across  t he  U s t - U r t  and 
e s p e c i a l l y  t he  l a rge  detachment which made t he  t r e k  with the large 
c a r t s  and a r t i l l e r y  helped t o  d i s p e l  t he  myth which had been created 
by V.A.  Pe rovsk i i ' s  d i s a s t r o u s  t r e k  t o  Khiva i n  1839 across  the  Ust- 
U r t  i n  win te r .  

I wrote my f a t h e r  from Kungrad about t he  c ross ing  of the 
Bay: 

"On June 2 4  i n  t he  morning I crossed over t o  t h e  Khivan 
shore.  I n  t h e  boat s eve ra l  members of t he  Embassy 
(Secre ta ry  Kiulevein,  Captain Zalesov, t he  i n t e r p r e t e r  
and t he  doctor)  were with me. Ahead i n  another  boat were 
6 Ural troubadors as  convoy wi th  t h e i r  d r u m  and o the r  



types of musical  i n s t r u m e n t s .  The c r o s s i n g  o f  t h e  
~ i b u ~ i r s k i i  Bay made a  s p e c i a l  impress ion  on me. It i s  
18 miles wide a t  t h e  p o i n t  of c r o s s i n g .  We p l i e d  e i g h t  
hours between two w a l l s  of g reen  formed by t h e  r e e d s .  
The heat was unbearable  (870 i n  t h e  s h a d e ) .  Minges and 
mosquitos were p l e n t i f u l .  Approaching t h e  o t h e r  s h o r e  we 
could see  t h e  t e n t s  of o u r  camp which housed o u r  convoy 
and t h a t  of t h e  Khivans who awai t ed  us.  Members o f  t h e  
Embassy who had c r o s s e d  e a r l i e r  met us a t  t h e  wharf.  1 
got on my horse  and rode o v e r  t o  my convoy. No sooner  
had I greeted t h e  members of t h e  convoy I moved on t o  
the th ree  Khivan o f f i c i a l s  who had been s e n t  t o  meet us 
with 100 cava l ry  t r o o p s .  P a s s i n g ,  a s  i s  our  custom, i n  
front of t h e  Khivan convoy I d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  Khivans a  
welcoming speech which was t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  T a t a r  and t h e n  I 
r e t i r e d  t o  my camp. The c r o s s i n g  of t h e  Bay had been 
d i f f i c u l t  and complicated by t h e  l a c k  o f  o r d e r  and muddle- 
headedness of t h e  Khivan o f f i c i a l s  and a l s o  t h e  f e a r s  of 
the boatmen who a t  f i r s t  r e f u s e d  p o i n t  b l a n k  t o  t r a n s p o r t  
us. Therefore  i t  wasn ' t  u n t i l  t h e  e v e n i n g  o f  June  26 
that  we completely f i n i s h e d  w i t h  t h e  f e r r y i n g  of a l l  ou r  
goods. We had become s o  accustomed t o  t h e  d a i l y  ca ravan  
marches t h a t  t o  remain i n  one p l a c e  was b o r i n g  and I 
didn ' t  f e e l  very  w e l l  a t  t h i s  s t o p .  On June  25 I r e c e i v e d  
and e n t e r t a i n e d  a t  my t e n t  t h e  Khivan o f f i c i a l s  and t h e  
most honorable  members of t h e  convoy. The e n t e r t a i n m e n t  
ended when I p r e s e n t e d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  l o c a l  custom, a l l  t h e  
guests wi th  s u g a r  l o a f s  ( i n  f r o n t  o f  each t h e r e  had t o  be  
placed a  sugar  l o a f  i n t e n d e d  f o r  each  i n d i v i d u a l )  and 
various th ings" .  

"At 5 a.m. on June 27 we moved on w i t h  a  much s m a l l e r  
convoy of Cossacks and surrounded by a  crowd of  Khivan 
cavalry.  I went up ahead and a r r i v e d  a t  o u r  new b ivouac  
near Urga and garden of Azbirgen two and a  h a l f  hours  
before t h e  a r r i v a l  of o u r  caravan.  On t h e  road  t h e  Khivan 
horsemen t r i e d  t o  amuse us by p r a n c i n g  about on t h e i r  
swif t  and l i g h t  h o r s e s  and by h u n t i n g  f o r  w i l d  b o a r  among 
the reeds  and rushes .  The garden of ~ z b i r g e n  was a  
p leasant  s u r p r i s e  f o r  everyone.  The f i r s t  shade and t h e  
f i r s t  f r u i t  a f t e r  a  s i x  week t r i p  a c r o s s  t h e  s t e p p e .  HOW 
the s o u l  r e s t e d  under t h e  p o p l a r  and a p r i c o t  t r e e s .  We 
had become jaded l i v i n g  i n  a  t e n t  n e a r  a  pond. Dr ink ing  
green t e a  se rved  i n  wide Russ ian  cups ,  e a t i n g  f r u i t  and 
o the r  Khivan d i s h e s ,  I t h e n  r e t u r n e d  t o  my t e n t  a s  soon 
as it was p repared .  Don't imagine t h a t  t h e   hiv van garden 
enraptured us .  It resembled our  gardens ,  w i t h  p l a n t e d  
t r e e s  bu t  n o t  l i k e  t h e  ones we have i n  t h e  n o r t h .  Good 
and bad, b e a u t i f u l  and f o u l ,  t h e  unders tand ing  i s  r e l a t i v e  
based on t h e  enl ightenment  of t ime and c o n d i t i o n s .  June 
28 we went through t h e  f i e l d s ,  meadows, g roves ,  d i t c h e s  
and o rchards  of a ve ry  popu la ted  and c u l t i v a t e d  country .  
At 11 a.m. we a r r i v e d  i n  Kungrad. We passed  through t h e  
Ci ty  g a t e s  amid s i n g i n g .  On t h e  Emba River  I had bought 
from a  Ki rgh iz  an e x c e l l e n t  h o r s e  e s p e c i a l l y  s u i t e d  f o r  
tr iumphant pa rades .  c o n t i n u a l  v i s i t s  and a l s o  t h e  need 



t o  i s s u e  money o rde r s  f o r  our  f u t u r e  movement, sub jec t  t o  
many changing condi t ions  (consequent ly t h e  absence of 
Butakov and i m p o s s i b i l i t y  of remaining long i n  t h i s  p lace) ,  
have i n t e r r u p t e d  my correspondence by absence wi th  you. 
By f i t s  and s t a r t s  I am s i t t i n g  i n  t h i s  dark c lo se t  i n  t h i s  
c l ay  cour t  of t h e  Khan, c o n s i s t i n g  of a s tudy  and one of 
t he  b e s t  apartments i n  t h e  Khivan Khanate ( t he  French would 
c a l l  i t  t h e  "salon de r ecep t ion  de l a  majest6 chivienne"), 
i n  o rde r  t o  t e l l  you t h a t  on June 29 i n s p i t e  of a l l  my 
negat ive  f e e l i n g s  we ce l eb ra t ed  i n  a family fashion.  A l l  
t h e  members of t he  Embassy and t h e  junkers  (I have three)  
of t he  convoy came t o  my apartment t o  congra tu la te  me on 
your b i r t hday .  Toas t s  were drunk i n  your honor. The 
j un io r  o f f i c e r s  a l s o  d idn ' t  f o r g e t  t o  congra tu la te  me. I n  
t h e  morning they k i l l e d  a b u l l  and gave out  wine. Thanks 
t o  t h e  touching a t t e n t i v e n e s s  of M i t i  upon waking up i n  the 
morning I saw your p r o t r a i t  and those  of t he  family". 

"Approaching Kungrad, I became convinced a f t e r  repeated 
assurances of Butakov t h a t  I would f i n d  t h e  sh ip ,  
"Perovski i" ,  i n  t h e  r i v e r  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  town. It would 
have been d i f f i c u l t  t o  meet him e a r l i e r  on t he  r i v e r  
because of our  on again of f  again march from Urga". 

"Before leav ing  Butakov a t  Ak-Suat I had given him orders  
i n  w r i t i n g  which prev ious ly  had been only verba l .  The 
w r i t t e n  message informed him t h a t  although i n  t he  very 
beginning t he  Corn i t t e e  i n  S t .  Pe te rsburg  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  
Russian sh ip s  could e n t e r  t he  Amu Darya only wi th  a pre- 
l iminary agreement wi th  t he  Khivan Khan, I decided t o  
introduce our  sh ip s  i n t o  t h e  r i v e r  i n  o rde r  t o  gain time 
i n  consequence of t he  Khan's expected re fusa l" .  (2) 

"It was more important f o r  us no t  t o  pass  up any chance 
f o r  t he  i nves t i ga t i on  of t h e  lower p a r t  of t he  r i v e r  t o  
Kungrad i n  order  t o  c e r t i f y  whether we could c a l c u l a t e  on 
naviga t ing  our  sh ip s  i n  t he  r i v e r  o r  no t .  I convinced 
Butakov not  t o  l o se  time (because s i n c e  t h e  F l o t i l l a  had 
been l a t e  i n  a r r i v i n g  we r i sked  l o s i n g  t h e  high water  we 
needed) on t he  proposed reconnaissance of t he  e s tua ry  
which could only arouse t h e  Khivans and r a i s e  more 
obs t ac l e s  f o r  t he  f u t u r e  naviga t ion  of our  sh ips .  
Although on t he  b a s i s  of e a r l i e r  information received by 
Butakov i n  Pe te rsburg  i t  had been decided t h a t  t he  sh ips  
would e n t e r  t he  main Taldyk channel i n  view of t he  
information we had received t h a t  t he  main cur ren t  had 

( 2 )  Igna t i ev  f e l t  t h a t  any attempt t o  ge t  a prel iminary agreement 
with t he  Khan would be f u t i l e  because he would use t he  inc ident  t o  
get  concessions from Russia  and would haggle over every small point 
i n  order  t o  gain some advantage. I gna t i ev  claimed t h a t  i f  prelimi- 
nary agreement8 had been reached no Russian s h i p  would have ever 
go t ten  i n t o  t he  r i v e r .  I g n a t i e v  wanted t o  send t h e  sh ips  i n  f i r s t  
t o  s e t  a precedent and then nego t i a t e .  



changed. Therefore ,  we should use t h e  e a s t e r n  channel which 
separa tes  from the  o r i g i n a l  channel above Kungrad. I per- 
mitted Butakov t o  use two s h i p s  i n  t h a t  channel". 

"He was t o  reach t h e  main channel of t h e  Amu Darya. There 
he was t o  s t op  and get  news concerning t h e  whereabouts of 
the Embassy because Butakov would have t o  conform t o  our  
movement. I n  my w r i t t e n  message i t  was s t a t e d  t h a t  " i n  any 
case t he  naviga t ion  had t o  be s o  ca l cu l a t ed  t h a t  t h e  
steamer, t he  "Perovskii",  a r r i v e d  a t  Kungrad no e a r l i e r  
than June 25 and no l a t e r  than t h e  morning of June 26, but  
t h a t  i f  it pu l l ed  anchor above Kungrad on t he  r i v e r  then  
June 27 i n  o rde r  t o  time t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  Embassy i n  t h e  
neighborhood of your p l ace  of mooring". 

From the  very moment of our  reaching t h e  Khivan shore ,  t he  
Kungrad Commander requested me t o  h a l t  t h e  steamer and " t o  fo rb id  
our ships  from search ing  i n  t he  c e n t r a l  waters  and i n  t he  channels 
of the r i v e r  which was confusing and s c a r i n g  t he  i nhab i t an t s  and 
destroying f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  between neighboring s t a t e s " .  I 
received a  l e t t e r  i n  t h e  same ve in  from Esaul-Bashi i n  which he 
repeated t h a t  he had no t  received any permission concerning Russian 
ships from Khiva. He wrote f u r t h e r  t h a t  t h e  Khan formally and 
s t r i c t l y  forbade Russian naviga t ion  on t h e  Amu Darya. The Khivan 
o f f i c i a l s  who received me assured  me t h a t  a  g r ea t  dea l  of s i l t  had 
accumulated which banned passage f o r  steamers a t  t h e  d e l t a  and t h a t  
our ships  could p ly  t he  r i v e r  a t  Kungrad only a f t e r  r ece iv ing  per- 
mission from Khiva which would come a f t e r  t he  Khivans had dredged 
the main channel. 

The Khivans announced t h a t  Russian sh ip s  had a l ready  
attempted t o  e n t e r  i n t o  one of t h e  channels of t he  d e l t a  and had 
carr ied out surveys (soundings) i n  small  boa ts .  We heard well-  
spread rumors on t he  day of our  c ross ing  ~ i b u g i r s k i i  Bay t h a t  our 
ships had s t a r t e d  h o s t i l e  a c t i ons  aga ine t  t he  Khivan detachment 
keeping our F l o t i l l a  under su rve i l l ance .  Wanting t o  give Butakov 
time t o  overcome h i s  problems and t o  f i n d  t h e  b e s t  channel f o r  
navigation t o  Kungrad, I i n t e n t i o n a l l y  d i d  no t  push f o r  a  speedy 
t r i p  t o  Kungrad. We spent  two days going 24 miles  and on June 28 
arr ived a t  Kungrad. I n  t h e  course of time spent a t  Kungrad, Esaul- 
Bashi and Divan-Beg, invoking t he  name of t he  Khan, s t a t e d  t h a t  I 
should depart  immediately f o r  Khiva and h in t ed  t h a t  i f  I d idn ' t  they 
could not  guarantee the  consequences of the  ac t i ons  of t he  people i n  
the Khanate aga ins t  us. They c e r t i f i e d  t h a t  our sh ip  ( t he  
"Perovskii") could no t  e n t e r  i n t o  any channel because i t  was " too 
big and the  water  was no t  deep enough and i t  w i l l  never reach 
Kungrad now because t he  r i v e r  i s  too  shallow". 

I t  turned out t h a t  Butakov had reconnoitered almost a l l  
of the  Amu Darya d e l t a  and f i n a l l y  found an unknown channel ( t o  us 
anyway) near  Karadzhara, ~ l ' - ~ m  Darya, upon which he began slowly 
t o  move up r i v e r .  I had requested Captain Butakov t o  s e t  up h i s  
t imetable s o  t h a t  he a r r i ved  i n  Kungrad no l a t e r  than June 26. I f  
he had t o  use the  most e a s t e rn  channel then he would a r r i v e  above 
Kungrad on June 27. I proposed t h a t  he not  s t op  i n  Khodzheili  i n  
order t o  avoid misunderstanding with the  Ci ty  Administrat ion 



and l o c a l  populat ion.  

I n  s p i t e  of an honorable  meeting a t  Kungrad t h e  s i tuat ion 
of t he  Embassy was made extremely tenuous because of t he  f a i l u r e  of 
t he  "Perovskii" t o  a r r i v e .  A l a r g e  commotion had occurred in  the 
lower Amu Darya when t h e  "Perovskii" gave a s a l u t e  t o  t he  "Obruchev" 
which had appeared i n  t h e  d e l t a .  This  along wi th  o the r  s tup id  acts 
such as  t he  i n a b i l i t y  of our  s a i l o r s  t o  g e t  a long wi th  t he  Khivans 
and t he  f a c t  t h a t  a f r i e n d l y  l e t t e r  from the  Orenberg Governor 
General t o  t he  Turkmen was i n t e r c e p t e d  by t h e  Khivans and given t o  
Seid-Mohammed ( t h e  Khivan Khan), made t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t he  Embassy 
q u i t e  uncomfortable. I wrote t o  Kovaleveki i ,  t he  Di rec tor  of the 
A s i a t i c  Department, "The f r i e n d l y  l e t t e r  s en t  by o rde r  of the  
Orenberg Governor General t o  t h e  Turkmen was i n t e r cep t ed  by the 
Khivan Khan who saw it as  evidence of our  dup l i c i t y .  Of the four 
Kirghiz who c a r r i e d  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  t h r e e  were caught and turned over to 
t he  Khan and t h e  fou r th  was saved and came t o  me wi th  complaints 
aga ins t  t h e  Khivans". 

Because of exaggerated s t o r i e s ,  t h e  Khivan Khan began t o  
c a l l  up h i s  t roops  expec t ing  a Russian a t t a c k  i n  a l l i a n c e  with the 
Turkmen. The appearance of s eve ra l  of our  sh ip s  nea r  Taldyk estuary 
and t h e  appearance of two of them i n  t h e  r i v e r  made a bad impression 
on t he  Khivans of our  i n t e n t i o n s .  Obviously, t h e  s i t u a t i o n  dictated 
the  need f o r  an urgent meeting wi th  t h e  Khan where I could make a 
personal  explana t ion  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

Thus, it was necessary t o  speed up our  a r r i v a l  t o  Khiva. 
It  would be unthinkable t o  s t o p  long i n  Kungrad f o r  it would only 
s t rengthen  and j u s t i f y  t he  Khan's susp ic ions .  We remained a t  Kungrad 
f o r  t h r e e  days and t he  Embassy was requested no t  t o  l o i t e r  any Ion- 
ger ,  but t o  go t o  Khiva immediately and exp l a in  a l l  t o  t he  Khan. 

We learned,however, t h a t  t he  p r e sen t s  s t o r e d  on the  
"Perovskii" had t o  be unloaded i n  t h e  e s tua ry  from t h e  sh ips  of 
Khivan barks (small  boa ts )  f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  t r i p .  The informa- 
t i o n  we received from var ious  sources s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  " ~ e r o v s k i i "  
had at tempted t o  e n t e r  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  channels of t h e  Amu Darya. 
The sh ip  s i g n a l l e d  t he  o the r s  by f i r i n g  i t s  guns t o  give i t s  posi- 
t i o n ,  and t he  sounding went o f f  a t  r egu l a r  i n t e r v a l s .  unfortunately, 
the  no i s e  t e r r i f i e d  t he  Khivans and c a s t  doubt and e v i l  in ten t ions  
on t he  Russians. 

From June 22 t o  Ju ly  1, a whole e igh t  days, t he  " ~ e r o v s k i i "  
disappeared from our ken. It  never reached Kungrad and we received 
no message. I n  such a s i t u a t i o n  I f i n a l l y  had t o  accept an o f f e r  of 
t he  Khivans t o  use t h e i r  barks t o  t r anspo r t  some of t he  ~mbassy 'a  
baggage while t r a v e l l i n g  on t he  r i g h t  bank of t h e  Amu Darya t o  Khiva. 
Under t h i s  plan t he  Embassy would have t o  go on land without baggage, 
leaving not  only t he  f r e i g h t  but even t he  t e n t s  on t he  Khivan barks. 
We had t o  l e t  the  camels go, being content  wi th  pack horses ,  and I 
would not  permit t he  caravan t o  go by land. The Khivans complained 
a t  t he  lack of boate  f o r  t r anspo r t i ng  our  caravan with 182 horses On 
a 14 day t r i p  on barks on two l i n e s .  

On June 30, t he  order  was given t o  send us forward. Our 



horses and a  p a r t  of t h e  convoy w i t h  t e n  camels under t h e  command of 
the Ural o f f i c e r ,  Borodin ,  d e p a r t e d  by t h e  r i g h t  bank of t h e  Amu 
Darya f o r  Khiva. They were t o  a r r i v e  i n  Urgench ( n e a r  Khiva) i n  
eight days and w a i t  f o r  us t h e r e .  The members o f  t h e  Embassy and I 
with a l l  t h e  f r e i g h t  and t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  of t h e  convoy l e f t  on seven 
barks on t h e  even ing  of J u n e  30. We t r a v e l l e d  upst ream w i t h  t h e  
aid of boat hooks amidst  t h e  g a i e t y  of t h e  Khivan boatmen ( f i v e  t o  
seven people were i n  each  b a r k ) .  The l o n g e r  we became used t o  t h e  
unsuitable and dangerous d i v i s i o n  of o u r  s m a l l i s h  detachment ,  t h e  
more i t  became apparen t  t h a t  we would n o t  succeed.  

The land road t o  Khiva,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Khivans ,  was 
impassable because  of t h e  immense amount o f  a d d i t i o n a l  w a t e r  on t h e  
path. A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  we cou ld  have been persuaded t o  t u r n  back and 
abandon t h e  whole C e n t r a l  Asian adven tu re  a t  Kungrad; however, my 
indomitable w i l l  p r e v a i l e d .  The r e a s o n s  t h a t  convinced me t o  l e a v e  
Kungrad on J u l y  1 i n  t h e  ex t remely  uncomfor table ,  open b a r k s  of t h e  
Khivans and n o t  w a i t  f o r  t h e  "Perovsk i i "  were a s  fo l lows :  

(1) The conv ic t ion  t h a t  i f  Butakov was s o  l a t e  t h e n  h e  must have met 
up wi th  some k i n d  of o b s t a c l e  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  channel .  He was 
supposed t o  b e  i n  Kungrad no l a t e r  t h a n  J u n e  25, one week b e f o r e .  

(2 )  The p e r s i s t e n t  r e q u e s t s  o f  Esaul-Bashi  and t h e  p e r s o n a l  
emissary of t h e  Khan, Divan-Beg, and f i n a l l y  on June 30 t h e  
pe r sona l  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  Khan, f o r  me t o  use t h e  p r e p a r e d  
barks and wi thou t  de lay  c o n t i n u e  o u r  journey t o  Khiva by wa te r .  

(3) My o r i g i n a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a f f i r m e d  t h a t  I was bound t o  use  peace- 
f u l  means t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  Amu Darya and I was n o t  t o  q u a r r e l  
wi th  Khiva. It was n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e f u t e  t h e  rumor which had 
spread among t h e  peop le  t h a t ,  coming t o  Kungrad, I i n t e n d e d  
under v a r i o u s    re texts t o  awa i t  t h e  a r r i v a l  of o u r  armed. m i l i -  
t a r y  s h i p s  i n  o r d e r  t o  t a k e  over  t h e  town and open m i l i t a r y  
a c t i v i t y .  

( 4 )  The d e s i r e  t o  q u i c k l y  v i s i t  Khiva was due t o  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  of 
bad rumors concern ing  Russ ia  i n  t h e  Khanate and unfavorab le  news 
about Butakov's a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  d e l t a .  O f f i c i a l s  who were 
s e n t  t o  t h e  d e l t a  t o  f o l l o w  our  s h i p s  r e p o r t e d  on t h e  cannonade 
f i r i n g  of June 24, about t h e  send ing  of a  board ing  p a r t y ,  and 
f i n a l l y  t h e  i r r e l e v a n t  answers g iven  t o  them from t h e  
"Perovsk i i " ,  which s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h e  a g i t a t i o n  and f e a r s  of t h e  
Asiatics. 

(5) Convinced t h a t  n o t h i n g  good would come from a r g u i n g  w i t h  Esau l -  
Bashi because  of h i s  rudeness ,  l a c k  of e d u c a t i o n  and impudence, I 
had in tended  t o  ask t h e  Khan d i r e c t l y  f o r  pe rmiss ion  f o r  o u r  
s h i p s  t o  e n t e r  t h e  r i v e r .  I d i d n ' t  want t o  was te  any t ime i n  
Kungrad and make use o f  t h e  over f low of w a t e r  b e f o r e  t h e  l e v e l  
went down i n  t h e  r i v e r .  The problems t h a t  Butakov faced ,  such a s  
t h e  unforeseen o b s t a c l e s  i n  t h e  e s t u a r y ,  proved t h e  need f o r  our  
F l o t i l l a  t o  proceed up t h e  r i v e r  and make i t s  way over  t h e  sand- 
b a r  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  e s t u a r y  a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e .  

( 6 )  The unheal thy,  f o u l ,  humid and ex t remely  touchy s i t u a t i o n  of t h e  
Embassy and convoy i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  and a t  t h e  Court  of t h e  Kungrad 
Pa lace  had an i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  h e a l t h  of t h e  people  and h o r s e s  
who were used t o  t h e  f r e s h  a i r  of t h e  s t eppe .  I n  two days ,  t h e  



horses  began t o  ge t  t h i n  and t h e  people began t o  get s ick.  
The doc tors  prayed f o r  me t o  t ake  t he  convoy out i n  t he  clean 
a i r  f o r e c a s t i n g  more d i s ea se  i f  t h i s  were no t  done. 

( 7 )  The ho r se s ,  having depar ted  wi th  a p a r t  of t h e  convoy for  Khiva 
v i a  t he  Ci ty  of Urgench (near  Khiva),  would a r r i v e  i n  eight  
days. I was a f r a i d  t o  leave  them a lone  and expose them t o  cata- 
s t rophe  i f  we were delayed i n  Kungrad because they would be cow 
p l e t e l y  i n  t he  hands of t h e  Khivans without  any support from the 
main Embassy. 

Divan-Beg and Esaul-Bashi swore t h a t  we would meet with 
our detachment on t he  r i g h t  bank of t h e  Amu Darya i n  t h r e e  days. 
Even i f  we were t r i c k e d  by t h e  Khivans, who managed t o  break up our 
fo r ce ,  I would remain i n  c o n t r o l  of our f u t u r e  moves because I could 
use t he  Bukharan Emir 's  good o f f i c e s  aga in s t  Khiva o r  play on the 
d i s s i d e n t  Turkmen bands t h a t  were roaming about t he  Khanate. Then I 
could re -uni te  wi th  t he  convoy plodding along t h e  r i g h t  bank t o  
Urgench, and t ake  t he  app rop r i a t e  measures and not  go t o  Khiva, but 
t u r n  and head f o r  t h e  Syr Darya. 

I could then announce t h a t  t h e  onus f o r  our  problems lay 
wi th  Esaul-Bashi,  t he  V iz i e r  and h i s  o f f i c i a l s .  However, the  
rumors we heard i n  Kungrad, as  repor ted  t o  Kovalevski i ,  were that :  

"Khivan a u t h o r i t i e s  inform us t h a t  t h e  E m i r  of Bukhara has 
dec la red  war on Russia ,  has  cu t  o f f  t h e  e a r s  of our 
Kirghiz  messengers who a r r i v e d  ca r ry ing  l e t t e r s  from 
Governor General Katenin about our  Embassy. They a l s o  
have s e n t  an emissary t o  Khiva and i n t end  t o  grab our  
Mission by fo r ce  on t he  road and have arranged t h i s  with 
t he  Khan. I do not  be l i eve  t h a t  they want t o  f r i gh t en  
me and make me complacent. I w i l l  l i n g e r  he re  t o  play 
f o r  time and ge t  an explana t ion  about what has  happened 
t o  t h e  F l o t i l l a  but I w i l l  go ahead. The Embassy i s  
s i t t i n g  i n  boa ts  i n  Kungrad, June 29, 1858". 

I n  view of t he  absence of information from Butakov, the 
Khan's f e a r s ,  and my d e s i r e  t o  keep t h e  channels of communication 
open, I devised a s t r a t e g y  t o  ha l f -hear ted ly  comply with t he  Khan's 
o rder  regard ing  use of our  sh ip s .  To t h i s  end, on June 29, I 
dispatched L t .  Mozhaiskii wi th  two Khivan o f f i c i a l s  t o  receive the 
presen ts  f o r  t he  Khan from Butakov, and wi th  the support of the local 
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t r a n s f e r  them t o  t he  barks f o r  t he  r i d e  up t he  Amu 
Darya t o  Khiva i n  secrecy;  f o r  t h i s  would only be c a r r i e d  out if the 
"Perovskii" found i t  abso lu te ly  impossible t o  get  through t o  Kungrad 
and overtake us on t he  r i v e r .  I n  such circumstances L t .  ~ o z h a i s k i i ,  
under cover of h i s  o f f i c i a l  command and under t h e  p r e t ex t  of love 
of knowledge, had t o  make as  f u l l  a reconnaissance as poss ib le  of the 
r i v e r  and even complete an eye survey wi th  sounding f o r  depth. I f  it 
turned out  t h a t  i t  was pos s ib l e  f o r  t he  "Perovskii" t o  f u l f i l l  i t s  
prel iminary program, i. e. overtake t he  Embassy without delay,  
Mozhaiskii was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  persuade Butakov t o  go as quickly as 
poss ib le .  Mozhaiskii was t o  escape and c ross  over t o  t he  steamer 
with t he  announcement t h a t  t he  p r e sen t s  and t h e  bulky f r e igh t  on 
board could not  be moved t o  t he  smal le r  l o c a l  boa ts  out of f ea r  of 
damage and t h a t  t he  Captain of t he  "Perovskii" had the 



respons ib i l i ty  t o  permit t r a n s p o r t i n g  of t h e  p r e sen t s  t o  t h e  Khan. 
This came from an o rde r  of t h e  Tsa r  h imse l f .  

Having d ispa tched  Mozhaiskii ,  we l e f t  Kungrad a t  11 a.m. 
on July 1, hoping t h a t  we would s e e  t he  "Perovskii" as  a  consequence 
of the meeting with Moshaiskii  and i t s  f i nd ing  some o t h e r  unknown 
channel t o  the  Amu Darya. Worn out  by t he  delay and having l o s t  
hope of seeing Butakov aga in ,  we began moving up t he  r i v e r  a long 
accessory channels c r ea t ed  by t h e  overflow ( razz iv )  and among the  
reeds and rushes along some very u n a t t r a c t i v e  banks. Our naviga t ion  
i n  Khivan boats  was most p r i m i t i v e ;  we moved slowly f o r  t he  most 
part by rope and pol ing.  



C H A P T E R  I 1 1  

KHIVA 

{The t o r tuous  boat  r i d e  from Kungrad t o  Urgench (Khiva) 
over flooded cana ls  which connected branches of t h e  Amu Darya ended 
on J u l y  16 j u s t  two months a f t e r  t h e  Embassy had l e f t  European Russia. 
However, e i g h t  days passed be fo re  t h e  cava l ry  ( t h e  second pa r t  of 
I g n a t i e v ' s  group) a r r i v e d  having taken an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  route. 
I g n a t i e v  was convinced t h a t  something nega t i ve  had happened t o  them. 
The Khivan Khan was s t i l l  susp ic ious  of I g n a t i e v  because of the  move- 
ments of t h e  "Perovskii" which remained s tuck  i n  t h e  d e l t a  of the Amu 
Darya. This  would cause I g n a t i e v  no end of d i f f i c u l t y .  

I n  Khiva I g n a t i e v  spent  a very uncomfortable time. The 
populat ion was forbidden by t he  Khan t o  speak wi th  h i s  Embassy. 
Seid-Mohammd, t he  Khan of t h i s  c losed s o c i e t y  had no idea  how t o  
d e a l  wi th  t he  Russians. The Khan t r u s t e d  no one inc luding  h i s  own 
o f f i c i a l s .  He c a l l e d  many meetings among h i s  f a i t h f u l  advisors  who 
warned him t o  be wary of I g n a t i e v  who they claimed sought h i s  assas- 
s i n a t i o n .  The advisors  admonished t h e  Khan t h a t  t h e  "Perovskii" was 
a h o s t i l e  f o r ce  bent  on h i s  overthrow. 

By t h e  t h i r d  week of t he  v i s i t  some of t he  h o s t i l i t y  
departed.  However, because of t h e i r  i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t he  Khan saw no 
reason t o  compromise on I g n a t i e v ' s  demands because how could t he  
Russians ever  enforce  them? The stumbling block t o  any t r e a t y  was the 
f a c t  t h a t  t he  Khan refused t o  permit Russia  f r e e  naviga t ion  on the 
Amu Darya. No formal t r e a t y  was ever  s igned between Russia  and 
Khiva. The longer t he  Embassy remained i n  Khiva t he  g r ea t e r  became 
the  f e a r  t h a t  they a l l  would be murdered. However, on August 28 
a f t e r  a s i x  weeks' s t a y  Igna t i ev  was permit ted t o  leave f o r  Bukhara, 
t he  implacable foe of t he  Khivan Khan. On September 2,  1858 
Igna t i ev ' s  Embassy crossed t h e  Amu Darya and en te red  t he  t e r r i t o r y  
of t he  E m i r  of Bukhara]. 



Butakov informed me t h a t  t h e  arm of Ul'Kum Darya was deep 
enough f o r  t h e  s t eamer ,  "Perovsk i i " ,  b u t  i n  t h e  Taldyk channel  t h e r e  
was s o  much s i l t  t h a t  n a v i g a t i o n  was ex t remely  d i f f i c u l t  and t h e  
ship would have a d i f f i c u l t  tinre r e a c h i n g  Kungrad. Not h a v i n g  enough 
suppl ies  and w i t h  o n l y  700 poods(1) of c o a l ,  he  was i n  no  c o n d i t i o n  
t o  go f a r  up t h e  r i v e r  p a s t  Khiva. Butakov was a f r a i d  of remaining 
i n  Kungrad u n t i l  t h e  end of my n e g o t i a t i o n s  because  a t  t h e  expec ted  
lowering of t h e  w a t e r  l e v e l ,  h e  would r i s k  a l l  p o s s i b i l i t y  of b r ing-  
ing t h e  s teamer  t o  t h e  d e l t a  and would f i n d  h imse l f  i n  a v e r y  c r i t i -  
ca l  s i t u a t i o n  among t h e  h o s t i l e  p o p u l a t i o n .  Thus Butakov r e q u e s t e d  
permission t o  t a k e  "Perovsk i i "  and t h e  b a r g e  t o  Ul'Kum Darya, n e a r e r  
t o  the  s e a  and beh ind  t h e  s i l t  b a r s .  

Keeping i n  mind t h a t  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  of Butakov had been made 
before h i s  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  r i v e r ,  and due t o  t h e  f e a r  f o r  t h e  
s e c u r i t y  of t h e  s h i p ,  w i t h o u t  enough f u e l  t o  make i t s  m o b i l i t y  
secure,  I could  n o t  accep t  p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  d e c i s i o n  
agains t  t h e  op in ion  of Butakov and expose  t h e  "Perovsk i i "  and t h e  
barge t o  dangers  which Butakov s h o u l d  have f o r e s e e n  d u r i n g  o u r  
lengthened s t a y  a t  Kungrad. I c o n s i d e r e d  myself  f u r t h e r  bound t o  
agree wi th  h i s  p l a n s  because  my t a l k s  w i t h  t h e  Khivans would l a s t  
l e s s  than  a month i n  Khiva,  and t h e  f a l l  supply  of w a t e r  i n  t h e  
r i v e r ,  according t o  s e v e r a l  s o u r c e s ,  was t o o  low f o r  s h i p s .  
Therefore ,  t h e  n a v i g a t i o n  o f  o u r  s h i p s  on t h e  A r a l  Sea  a f t e r  October  
1 would b e  ex t remely  dangerous ,  i f  even p o s s i b l e .  

On t h e  b a s i s  of t h e s e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  and t o  prove o w  
f r i e n d s h i p  t o  Khiva ( d e s p i t e  t h e  h o s t i l i t y  and i n s u l t s  we r e c e i v e d  
i n  Kungrad), I decided t o  w i t h h o l d  a formal  r e q u e s t  f o r  pe rmiss ion  
t o  have t h e  s h i p s  e x p l o r e  f u r t h e r  up r i v e r  u n t i l  my t a l k s  w i t h  t h e  
Khan. I s e n t  an o r d e r  t o  t h e  "Perovsk i i "  t o  move away from Kungrad, 
c l o s e r  t o  t h e  s e a ,  and t o l d  him t o  move t h e  p r e s e n t s  from t h e  T s a r  
on board t h e  "Perovsk i i "  i n t o  t h e  Khivan b o a t s .  

T h i s  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  t u r n  of e v e n t s  made me f e e l  t h a t  
Butakov depr ived  t h e  Embassy of t h e  h e l p  which had been counted on 
i n  S t .  P e t e r s b u r g .  However, Butakov f e l t  and i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  main 
goal f o r  t h e  F l o t i l l a  a s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  Embassy had been completed.  
In  r e t r o s p e c t ,  Butakov made t h e  f o l l o w i n g  mis takes :  

(1) l ack  of communication; 

( 2 )  l a t e  a r r i v a l  i n  Kungrad (seven o r  e i g h t  d a y s ) ;  

(3) no in fo rmat ion  on how t o  hand le  unforeseen  d i f f i c u l t i e s ;  

( 4 )  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  f u e l  of a n t h r a c i t e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  long range 
n a v i g a t i o n  of t h e  "Perovsk i i "  was l o c a t e d  on a ba rge  which had 
no chance of g e t t i n g  up r i v e r  because  of t h e  f l o o d i n g  of t h e  
banks (no tow was p o s s i b l e ) ,  and i t  became imposs ib le  t o  e x p l o r e  
t h e  Amu Darya ( a s  was dec ided  i n  P e t e r s b u r g  a s  a b a s i s  f o r  h i s  
p roposa l s )  ; 

(5) r a i s e d  t h e  f e a r s  of t h e  Khivans by f i r i n g  s a l u t e s  and soundings ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  p e a c e f u l  and q u i e t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  agreed upon. 

(1) A pood e q u a l s  36 pounds. 



(6)  Butakov should have thoroughly ques t ioned  t h e  Kirghiz  who 
r e s ided  i n  t he  a r ea  of t he  Syr  Darya and even s tud i ed  secre t  
i n t e l l i g e n c e  which he had from 1848 when he had v i s i t e d  Amu 
Darya. He then  would have had information about t he  length of 
t ime of t h e  "overflows" (razZivy), e t c .  and t h e  ex is tence  of the 
Ul'Kum Darya. 

However, But akov' s main mistake occurred when he f i na l l y  
reached Kungrad on J u l y  3, when t h e  Embassy was no  more than 30 
mi les  away. He took i t  upon himself  t o  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  announce t o  
t h e  Khivans t h a t  he was respons ib le  f o r  t u rn ing  over  t o  me the  
persona l  p r e sen t s  of t h e  Tsa r  and t h a t  he had rece ived  orders  from 
me e i t h e r  t o  catch up t o  us immediately f u r t h e r  up t h e  r i v e r  or  a t  
t h e  very l e a s t  send Headquarters Captain S a l a t s k i i  i n  h i s  launch or 
i n  some k ind  of Khivan "speed boat" under t h e  o f f i c i a l  p re tex t  of 
b r ing ing  me news about t h e  a r r i v a l  of t he  steamer and t o  receive 
f u r t h e r  o rde r s .  But a f t e r  anchoring a t  Kungrad, he stopped t o  
engage i n  harmful and u se l e s s  conversat ion wi th  Esaul-Bashi who 
t r i e d  t o  dissuade Butakov from f u r t h e r  nav iga t i on  i n  t he  "Perovskii" 
(up r i v e r ) .  He d id  no t  handle himself  a s  a diplomat but  r a the r  as 
t he  Commander of a s h i p  t h a t  was ca r ry ing  o f f i c i a l s  of t he  Embassy 
and p re sen t s .  I was t r a v e l l i n g  on t he  barks and i n  t he  f i r s t  days 
had not  l o s t  hope of having t h e  "Perovski i"  overtake us ,  f iguring 
t h a t  i n  some way o r  another  he would reach Kungrad and would f ind 
out  about our miserab le  predicament. I f i n a l l y  gave up hope only 
upon r ece iv ing  l e t t e r s  from Kungrad almost two weeks a f t e r  we had 
l e f t  t h e  town. 

I n  h i s  l e t t e r ,  Butakov poin ted  out t h a t  t h e  chief goal of 
t he  nava l  expedi t ion  had a l ready  been a t t a i n e d  and asked permission 
t o  r e tu rn  t o  t h e  d e l t a  while  t h e  water  l e v e l  was adequate. He 
expressed t h e  f e a r  t h a t  because of t he  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of t r a v e l  t o  
Khiva I would lose  a l a rge  number of horses  and considered i t  su i t -  
ab le  f o r  m e  t o  ge t  down r i v e r  t o  t he  F l o t i l l a  i n  Khivan boa ts  and 
board t he  "Perovskii" i n  order  t o  save t he  whole Embassy. 

Butakov a l s o  complained t h a t  a l l  h i s  l e t t e r s  had been 
i n t e r cep t ed  and t he  s e a l  broken by t he  Khivans f o r  it seemed t h a t  
t he  Khivans had s e v e r a l  of our  d e s e r t e r s  (Moslem and Kirghiz) work- 
i n g  f o r  them. I n  f a c t ,  l e t t e r s  from Kungrad c a r r i e d  by Khivan 
messengers had been opened and were d i r t y .  

I wrote t o  Kovalevskii:  

"The heat  was awful. It was over 90° F. i n  t h e  shade. 
Occasional ly a wind blew but i t  was warm and s t u f f y .  A t  
n i gh t  without mercy mosquitos and minges devoured us. 
The overflow ( raz l i v )  was not  over t h e  banks t he r e .  
Where t he  water  l e v e l  was lower, base reeds appeared 
almost everywhere, o r  impassable bunches of bushes. 
Where t he  s o i l  was somewhat d r i e r  it was d i f f i c u l t  t o  
ge t  ou t  of t he  boa ts  where we had t o  remain day and 
n igh t .  The four teen th  day running". 

We navigated i n  such a faehion t o  Urgench. I r e c a l l  the 
slow movement of our boa ts  and t h e  p r imi t i ve  methode of our boatmen, 
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a  kind of s a i l i n g  of a rgonau t s .  There  was no change f o r  two weeks, 
no sleep, a  l ack  of c i r c u l a t i o n  a t  n i g h t  and s t i f l i n g  t a l l  reeds .  
This pernic ious  environment had a  d e l e t e r i o u s  a f f e c t  on everybody 's  
health; many became s i c k  w i t h  bloody noses  a s  I ,  and by t h e  end of  
the journey we were i n  a  weakened c o n d i t i o n .  

The absence of  news from Borodin,  Commander of  t h e  
Detachment which had l e f t  on t h e  r i g h t  bank from Kungrad, d i s t u r b e d  
me, and i n  t h e  back of my mind I wondered whether  t h e  Khivans had 
ruined our horses  and h a l f  of  t h e  convoy w i t h  t h e i r  d e v i l i s h  t r i c k s .  
Esaul-Bashi, Divan-Begi and t h e  d r i v e r s  r e p e a t e d  t h e i r  promise t o  
have Borodin's detachment i n  Urgench i n  e i g h t  days v i a  t h e  u s u a l  
crossings, and s t a t e d  t h a t  by t a k i n g  t h e  r i g h t  bank of t h e  Amu 
Darya, we would s e e  them i n  t h r e e  days.  I calmed down w i t h  t h e  
assurance t h a t  communication between us could occur  and t h a t  a f t e r  
three days i n  bivouac o r  camp we could change t h e  o r d e r s  of  t h e  
Khivans i n  case  of need. 

P a t i e n t l y  endur ing  a l l  t h e  h a r d s h i p s  of  t h e  n a v i g a t i o n  and 
even the  moral s u f f e r i n g ,  t h e  Embassy was s t i l l  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  su r -  
vey and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  r i v e r  d u r i n g  our  unbearab le  torment  on 
the barks. I f i n a l l y  l o s t  p a t i e n c e  because of t h e  i n t o l e r a b l e  and 
insul t ing t r i c k s  t h e  Khivans were p l a y i n g  and,  wish ing  t o  t e a c h  them 
a  lesson t h a t  I d i d  n o t  i n t e n d  t o  pu t  up f u r t h e r  wi th  t h e i r  a c t i v i -  
t i e s ,  I stopped t o  s e l e c t  a  p l a c e  on t h e  d ry  bank where we could 
eas i ly  get  out  t o  s t r e t c h  o u r  l e g s  a  b i t .  

I c a l l e d  Divan-Begi t o  me and asked him i n  a  s t e m  b u t  
c lear  voice  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  improper and inexcusab le  a c t s  of t h e  
Khivans. Express ing  complete i n d i g n a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  ill w i l l  and 
hypocr i t i ca l  a c t i v i t y  of Esaul-Bashi ,  I t o l d  him t h a t  i f  my d i s s a t i s -  
fact ion and i n d i p a t i o n  were n o t  conveyed t o  t h e  Khan immediately 
and i f  our horses  and convoy were n o t  t r e a t e d  b e t t e r  on t h e i r  r o u t e  
t o  Khiva, then I would r e t u r n  t o  Kungrad wi thou t  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  con- 
versat ions  wi th  t h e  Khivan a u t h o r i t i e s ,  connect up w i t h  t h e  
F l o t i l l a ,  r e t u r n  t o  Russ ia  and g i v e  an account of t h e s e  happenings 
t o  the  Imper ia l  T s a r .  

Divan-Begi was t e r r i f i e d  and blamed a l l  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
on the  low l e v e l  o f  wa te r  i n  t h e  Amu Darya. He begged us n o t  t o  
re turn t o  Kungrad because t h a t  would put  him on t h e  e x e c u t i o n e r ' s  
block and promised t o  send a  n o t e  t o  t h e  Khan s t a t i n g  t h a t  
requests would be g r a n t e d  and t h a t  Esaul-Bashi ,  t h e  Commander of 
Kungrad, would r e c e i v e  a  s t r o n g  reprimand. 

I r e f u s e d  t o  budge u n t i l  I rece ived  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  answer 
from t h e  Khan and, i n  case  of a  n e g a t i v e  o r  e v a s i v e  answer from t h e  
Khan o r  some k ind  of t r e a c h e r o u s  a t t empt  by t h e  Khivans t o  a t t a c k  
Us, 1 assembled t h e  o f f i c e r s  and convoy o f f i c i a l s  on t h e  bank (under  
the p r e t e x t  of o f f e r i n g  ~ r a y e r s )  and t o l d  them i n  a  whisper  t h a t  
they should g e t  ready t o  defend themselves .  Arms were i n s p e c t e d ,  
guns and p i s t o l s  loaded and a t  a  g iven s i g n a l  (1 k e p t  a  w h i s t l e  
around my neck a t  a l l  t imes)  t h e  j u n i o r  o f f i c e r s  were t o  throw t h e  
Khivan boatsmen overboard and push t h e  ba rks  away from t h e  bank. 
They were n o t  t o  f i r e  u n l e s s  given t h e  o r d e r  by t h e  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  
in each boat .  The ba rks  were t h e n  t o  be t u r n e d  i n t o  t h e  c u r r e n t  and 



t r a v e l  without  s topping  t o  t h e  "Perovskii".  

I t r i e d  t o  soothe  my t r a v e l l e r s  and t o l d  them tha t  we 
would get  through wi th  God's he lp ,  wi th  honor, and a r r i ve  a t  the 
steamer i n  good shape. My words had a  sober ing  e f f e c t  on my offi-  
c e r s .  We gave t he  s i g n  of t h e  c ro s s ,  prayed and promised that  "we 
would no t  su r r ende r  t o  t h e  A s i a t i c s  f o r  t h e  honor of Russia". 

Ea r ly  i n  t he  morning a  messenger from Khiva appeared and 
Divan-Begi came t o  t e l l  me t h a t  t h e  Khan had agreed t o  carry out my 
o rders  concerning t h e  convoy and t h e  horses  and would send a  per- 
sona l  explana t ion  v i a  a  high-ranking o f f i c i a l .  Af t e r  some question- 
i ng  I agreed t o  cont inue ,  bu t  warned Divan-Begi t h a t  i f  i t  turned 
out t h a t  t he  explana t ion  of t h e  o f f i c i a l  was unsa t i s f ac to ry  or i f  we 
were i n s u l t e d  as  i n  Kungrad, then I would go back t o  Russia. 

We a r r i v e d  a t  Urgench i n  t h e  morning. 

I n  s p i t e  of t h e  e n t r e a t i e s  of Divan-Begi and the  local 
o f f i c i a l s  who i n v i t e d  me t o  leave t h e  boat  and make myself comfort- 
ab le  i n  a  house, I f l a t l y  re fused  t o  go ashore. Much t o  the chagrin 
of Divan-Begi, it  was i n  my bark t h a t  I rece ived  t he  Embassy of the 
Khan, cons i s t i ng  of t he  Darga, one of s i x  of t he  most important and 
c l o s e s t  o f f i c i a l s  t o  t he  Khan, and I s akhau l ' ,  t he  Protocol  Minister, 
wi th  h i s  r e t i n u e ,  and an Honor Guard. The modest condit ions on my 
bark d id  no t  correspond t o  t he  s t a t u s  of an emissary of the  Russian 
Emperor, and t he  Khivans were somewhat confused by my obstinacy. 

The Darga s c a t t e r e d  p l e a s a n t r i e s  and cour tes ies  from the 
Khan and o f f e r ed  assurances of f r i e n d s h i p  wi th  Russia.  He expressed 
t he  Khan's d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  wi th  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of Esaul-Bashi and 
t h a t  he s en t  him o rde r s  t o  expedi te  t he  t r a n s f e r  of our horses 
"which should have been h e r e  a l ready  because they came on a  much 
longer  rou te  on which Esaul-Begi had s en t  them by mistake". 

Our horses  were not  i n  s i g h t  and no t r a c e  of our detach- 
ment could be found i n  s p i t e  of my demands t o  the  cunning and clever 
Divan-Begi. Only when I almost l o s t  a l l  pa t ience  and decided on a  
conf ronta t ion  d id  I c a t e g o r i c a l l y  announce t h a t  I would not present 
myself t o  t h e  Khan of Khiva on horses  o t h e r  than our  own (of which 
we d i d n ' t  know the  whereabouts).  

Only a f t e r  making t he  t h r e a t  d id  I l ea rn  t h a t  Borodin and 
t he  horses  were already i n  Khiva. It seemed tha t  ~ s a u l - B a s h i ,  keep- 
i ng  wi th  h i s  general  goal  of e p l i t t i n g  up t he  Russian forces  and 
p l ac ing  obs t ac l e s  t o  our comun ica t i on ,  d i r ec t ed  Borodin's detach- 
ment over a  rou te  where an overflow of water  c rea ted  an impediment 
t o  i t s  forward movement. The d ishones ty ,  t h i eve ry  and foul  play of 
t he  Khivan o f f i c i a l s  who accompanied Borodin were t he  reasons why 
our  people d id  not  have t he  suppl ies  and fodder needed. I t  was thug 
necessary t o  acqui re  supp l i e s  from t h e  l o c a l  i nhab i t an t s  i n  t h e w  
unknown loca l  v i l l a g e s .  

I t  seemed t h a t  i n s t ead  of going up r i v e r ,  our  detachment 
had been d i r ec t ed  "down", i . e .  toward t he  Aral  Sea. I n  order  t o  
a r r i v e  i n  Urgench by J u l y  8, our horees had t o  f l y  f o r  f i ve  days. 



On July 6 ,  they r e t u r n e d  t o  Kungrad. The o f f i c e r s  who worked w i t h  
the horses complained about  t h e  obvious  ill w i l l  of Esaul-Bashi .  
The f i r s t  news I r e c e i v e d  abou t  o u r  h o r s e s  came from t h e  son  of I s e t  
who had been w i t h  Borodin.  

He c a u t i o u s l y  p u l l e d  a  concea led  enve lope  from h i s  j a c k e t ,  
presented i t  t o  us and gave h i s  account  o f  t h e  k i n d  of t r i c k s  t h e  
Khivans played on them. A h a l f  an h o u r  l a t e r  a f t e r  t h e  son of Iset 
had ridden o f f ,  a  Khivan messenger gave me a  let ter  from Kungrad. 
I t  was obvious t h a t  t h e  l a s t  message s e n t  by Butakov and h i s  o f f i -  
cers never would have reached  me i f  t h e  Khivans had n o t  been a f r a i d  
to a r r e s t  t h e  son of I s e t  . Although h e  might n o t  have l i k e d  us a  
lot ,  he l i k e d  us enough t o  g i v e  us  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  about  what 
happened i n  Kungrad. From Butakov 's  l e t t e r  I f i n a l l y  l e a r n e d  t h a t  
he los t  much t ime r e c o n n o i t e r i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  d e l t a  of t h e  Amu Darya 
before he c e r t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  g iven  t o  us i n  S t .  
Petersburg were u n r e a l i z a b l e .  The Darga urged me i n  t h e  name of t h e  
Khan t o  leave t h e  b o a t  and r i d e  horseback  t o  Khiva on one of t h e  
Khan's horses .  But I c a t e g o r i c a l l y  s i d e - s t e p p e d  t h e s e  s u g g e s t i o n s  
and announced t h a t  u n t i l  t h e  h o r s e s  and second p a r t  of t h e  convoy 
arrived, I would n o t  l e a v e  t h e  b o a t  u n t i l  it reached Khiva. Also ,  I 
told him t h a t  I would n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  pay my r e s p e c t s  t o  t h e  Khan 
because I cons ide red  h i s  a c t i o n s  improper.  

Up t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  happened t o  t h e  
"Perovskii" a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of t h e  convoy p l a c e d  t h e  
Embassy i n  a  ve ry  d i f f i c u l t  and dangerous s i t u a t i o n .  A l l  o u r  
troubles were n o t  i n  v a i n  because  t h e  main goa l  o f  o u r  e x p e d i t i o n  
had been r e a l i z e d .  Butakov i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  d e l t a  o f  t h e  Amu Darya 
and i t s  main channel  Ul'Kum Darya; Mozhaiski i  had i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  
Taldyk channel i n  d e t a i l  and l a t e r  t h e  whole lower p a r t  of t h e  r i v e r ;  
Borodin' s detachment had made a  topograph ic  s t u d y  of t h e  l o c a l e ;  
Nedorezov had made a  su rvey  of a l l  t h e  channe l s  of t h e  Amu Darya; 
and Struve had made h i s  a s t r o n o m i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s .  

I r e f u s e d  t o  l and  i n  Urgench i n  o r d e r  t o  make t h e  Khivans 
understand how i n s u l t e d  we f e l t  because  of t h e i r  a c t i o n s  i n  Kungrad. 
I  i n s i s t e d  upon t h e  speedy a r r i v a l  of o u r  h o r s e s  and convoy and con- 
s idered t h e  t r a n s f e r  of t h e  Embassy on Khivan h o r s e s  and c a r t s  
troublesome and improper.  While l e a v i n g ,  t h e  Darga announced t h a t  
he would g ive  o u r  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Khan and r e q u e s t e d  us n o t  t o  t u r n  
again9 t Khivan h o s p i t a l i t y .  

Through Nazar I s e t  ( son  of  set), I s e n t  money t o  ~ o r o d i n  
and ordered him t o  go wi thou t  s t o p p i n g  t o  Khiva,  p r o t e c t  t h e  h o r s e s  
and not pay a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  i n t r i g u e s  of t h e  Khivans.  ~ e a n w h i l e ,  I 
ordered Butakov t o  keep t h e  "pe rovsk i i "  i n  t h e  r i v e r ,  i n  t h e  hopes 
tha t  I could s t i l l  g e t  an agreement from t h e  Khan t o  complete o u r  
o r i g i n a l  p r o p o s i t i o n ,  i . e .  t h e  n a v i g a t i o n  of t h e  "Perovsk i i "  up t h e  
Arnu Darya. 

Before d e p a r t i n g  on t h e  i n n e r  c a n a l s  of t h e  khana te  of 
July 16 I s e n t  t o  Esaul-Bashi ,  t h e  ~ h a n ' s  Comander  i n  Kungrad, 
informat ion about what I had o rde red  Butakov t o  do about t h e  
p resen t s ,  e t c .  Although un t ime ly ,  t h e  p resence  of o u r  s h i p s  i n  t h e  
d e l t a  would be a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y  and v i t a l  f o r  o u r  s u r v i v a l .  We 



might have t o  r e t u r n  v i a  t h e  Amu Darya t o  t h e  d e l t a  and i f  we had 
no p r o t e c t i o n ,  we could never  make it back across  t he  deser t .  

On the  morning of t h e  next  day (July 16) we were transpor- 
t e d  by boa t s  t o  t he  C i ty  Ha l l .  The Khan had proposed a t  f i r s t  to  
meet i n  Urgench, but  because I had i n s i s t e d  on going on i n  boats, he 
decided t o  meet us a t  h i s  pa lace  i n  Khiva. I a r r i ved  on July 18, 
1858, a f t e r  18 days of exhaus t ivz  naviga t ion  on t he  Amu Darya from 
Aibug i r sk i i  Bay i n  t h e  most unfavorable  circumstances, and s t i l l  had 
no i dea  concerning t h e  whereabouts of Borodin's detachment. 

The oppress ive  s p i r i t u a l  atmosphere i n  Khiva aggravated 
our  a l ready  dismal out look regard ing  t he  whereabouts of the convoy 
and our horses .  I n  Khiva, I became q u i t e  s i c k  as  did many of the 
o t h e r s  i n  t h e  Embassy and I began t o  doubt whether I would be well 
enough t o  cont inue on t o  Bukhara and f u l f i l l  my i n s t ruc t i ons .  

For e i g h t  whole days I s a t  i n  our  lodgings wait ing for  the 
appearance of our  detachment, while  cont inu ing  t o  p e s t e r  Divan-Begi 
and o t h e r  Khivan o f f i c i a l s  i n  p r epa ra t i on  f o r  my negot ia t ions  with 
t he  V iz i e r  and Kush-Begi. F i n a l l y ,  on t h e  morning of Ju ly  2 7 ,  
Borodin's detachment a r r i ved .  I n  s p i t e  of a l l  t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  
dep r iva t i ons ,  and wanderings about t h e  Khivan Khanate, our people 
had a  bold look. 

The horses  (with t h e  except ion  of two o r  th ree)  survived 
thanks t o  t he  toughness and favorab le  handl ing of them by Captain 
Borodin, t he  Chief of the  Detachment, and h i s  o f f i c e r s .  The mutual 
happiness of our meeting was overwhelming. For tuna te ly ,  none of the 
detachment f a i l e d  t o  make it but they were a l l  t e r r i b l y  t i r e d  and 
t he  j un io r  o f f i c e r s  were annoyed a t  t h e  Khivans. With any 
encouragement they would have got ten  involved i n  an unequal f ight .  
Having given them a day o f f ,  I heard on J u l y  27 t h a t  I was t o  
presen t  myself t o  t he  Khan i n  t h e  evening of t he  next  day. 

On Ju ly  28 I was presented t o  t he  Khan and del ivered my 
c r e d e n t i a l s  from the  Tsa r ,  which t h e  Sec re t a ry  c a r r i e d  on a  pillow, 
a t  f i r s t  on horseback and l a t e r  behind me on foo t  t o  t he  Palace of 
t h e  Khan. We went up t o  t h e  Throne Room where t he  Khan received me 
s i t t i n g  on a  r a i s e d  da i s  and surrounded by h i s  c o u r t i e r s ,  ministers 
and a  crowd of armed warr iors .  

I wrote t o  my f a t h e r  l a t e r  t h a t  evening: 

" . . . I sen t  a  message t o  t he  Khan and was received July 
28 a t  5 p.m. Many people were i n  t he  s t r e e t s .  Our 
b r igh t  looking group, l a rge  r e t i n u e  and convoy made a  
s t rong  impression on t he  populat ion of t he  town. They 
received me wi th  g r ea t  honor and according t o  the  l oca l  
people t he  Khan paid s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  our Embassy. 
I am quickly t r y i n g  t o  ge t  a  conclusive w r i t t e n  agreement 
but i t  seems t h a t  here  th ings  move slowly so  I do not  
know when I w i l l  be ab le  t o  depart  f o r  t he  remaining pa r t  
of my t r i p .  They i n t e r c e p t  my l e t t e r s .  Being ex t ra -  
o r d i n a r i l y  c a r e f u l ,  I must w r i t e  you i n  French which i s  
unknown here  a t  t he  Court.  I have j u s t  been accred i ted  
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t o  i t .  It is  demeaning and s t u p i d  t o  f o r c e  a  Russian 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  speak w i t h  such s c o u n d r e l s  a s  t h e  
Khivans and t o  even c o n s i d e r  them e q u a l  t o  us.  I t  doesn'  t 
make sense  t o  d i s p a t c h  an Embassy t o  such c o u n t r i e s  
because no th ing  worthwhile  can come o u t  of  i t .  Butakov 
did not  want t o  go up t h e  r i v e r  because  he  l acked  c o a l  
or any o t h e r  f u e l  and was n o t  o u t f i t t e d  from t h e  s t a r t  
with enough s u p p l i e s .  He was b a s i c a l l y  a f r a i d  of b e i n g  
deprived of t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t o  go ou t  of t h e  r i v e r  a f t e r  
the  water  l e v e l  began t o  drop and r e q u e s t e d  of me t o  be 
permitted t o  go o u t  of  t h e  r i v e r .  I had t o  agree .  
D e ~ r i v e d  of t h e  F l o t i l l a  on which was based  t h e  whole 
c a l c u l a t i o n  of t h e  e x p e d i t i o n ,  it  would have been impos- 
s i b l e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  r i v e r  and move upwards a long  i t s  
channel e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  t h e  Khivans were h o s t i l e  t o  my 
t r i p  t o  Bukhara. But due t o  my p e r s i s t e n c e  I was n o t  
disposed t o  y i e l d  and would n o t  r i s k  going t o  Bukhara i n  
s p i t e  of c e r t a i n  o b s t a c l e s  u n l e s s  t h e r e  had been w i t h  m e  
so many people  and s o  much d i f f i c u l t y .  A l l  t h e  informa- 
t i o n  t h a t  I r e c e i v e d  h e r e  about Bukhara d i d  n o t  p r e d i c t  
favorable  r e s u l t s  f o r  my t a l k s  w i t h  t h e  Emir. The g o a l  of 
our exped i t ion  was t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  Amu Darya 
which was f u l l y  accomplished. I t h i n k  t h a t  we shou ld  now 
go t o  For t  #l (Kazal insk)  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  from t h e r e  ( i f  
S t .  P e t e r s b u r g  pe rmi t s )  we under take  t h e  march t o  Bukhara. 
In  my opinion i t  won't work t o  go from h e r e  d i r e c t l y  t o  
Bukhara. But t o  w a i t  h e r e  f o r  more f a v o r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  
and renew t h e  ( b e t t e r  t o  be p repared  now) F l o t i l l a  f o r  
t r a v e l  up t h e  Amu Darya w i l l  be n e x t  sp r ing!  To c a r r y  o u t  
more reconnaissance and t h e  t r a n s f e r  back t o  t h e i r  home 
base of s e v e r a l  of  t h e  s h i p s ,  b r i n g i n g  i n  new ones t o  t h e  
d e l t a ,  a l l  t h e  t ime w h i l e  t h e  Embassy is  l a n g u i s h i n g  i n  
Khiva i s  n o t  very p r a c t i c a l  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  i n  Khiva 
t h e r e  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  n o  unders tand ing  of how t o  c a r r y  o u t  
normal d ip lomat ic  r e l a t i o n s .  Depar t ing  on t h e  Syr  Darya 
I w i l l  be a b l e  t o  save  t h e  Government 50,000 r u b l e s .  We 
could ge t  a  l o t  of use  o u t  of t h e s e  funds n e x t  y e a r  bu t  i f  
I go t o  Bukhara t h i s  y e a r  t h a t  money would be complete ly  
paid ou t .  We have made e x c e l l e n t  and d e t a i l e d  su rveys  o f  
the  Amu Darya and have c o l l e c t e d  a l l  n e c e s s a r y  in fo rmat ion  
f o r  a  more s e r i o u s  e x p e d i t i o n  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  I t  i s  
necessary t o  recogn ize  t h a t  I landed i n  t h i s  country  a t  a  
very c r i t i c a l  t ime and t h a t  I am going atlead wi th  my head 
high! Now i t  seems t h a t  our  b u s i n e s s  i s  going b e t t e r  h e r e  
but t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  do n o t  meet t h e  d e s i r e d  goa l  w i t h  
such s tubborn blockheads  a s  t h e  Khivans. I t  i s  marvel lous  
t h a t  b e f o r e  h i s  d e p a r t u r e  i n t o  t h e  Amu Darya, Butakov on ly  
dreamed about how t o  e n t e r  t h e  r i v e r  and once he had passed 
i n t o  t h e  e s t u a r y  d i d  n o t  want t o  r i s k  i n  any way but  only  
wanted t o  a i d  t h e  Embassy i n  a  v o l u n t a r y  fash ion .  A l l  my 
t r a v e l l e r s  reproach me t h a t  f o r  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  given me it i s  t o o  r i s k y  t o  go d i r e c t l y  t o  
Khiva i n  s p i t e  of t h e  o b s t a c l e s  met en r o u t e  f o r  t h e  
F l o t i l l a  and which we s u f f e r e d  i n  Kungrad. Many of  my 
t r a v e l l e r s  t r y  t o  persuade me t o  r e t u r n  a s  q u i c k l y  a s  
p o s s i b l e  t o  Orenberg s o  t h a t  w i n t e r  won't f i n d  us i n  t h i s  



i n h o s p i t a b l e  p l a c e .  I f  I saw t h e  s l i g h t e s t  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  
t h e  Embassy t o  reach  Bukhara I would r i s k  a l l  t o  ge t  there .  
But f o r  my own p e r s o n a l  s e l f - e s t e e m  I would n o t  consider  i t  
c o r r e c t  t o  r i s k  u s e l e s s l y  t h e  l i v e s  of  my whole convoy and 
my t r a v e l l e r s .  I p r e d i c t  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  blame and 
reprove  me i f  I do n o t  do t h a t  bu t  I would be w i l l i n g  t o  
accep t  t h e i r  v e r d i c t .  I f  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  had been planned 
i n  S t .  P e t e r s b u r g  i s  n o t  a t t a i n e d  t h e  j u s t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
shou ld  n o t  f a l l  on me b u t  on t h e  M i n i s t r y  of Foreign Af fa i r s ,  
on Butakov and e s p e c i a l l y  on Katenin .  We a r e  v i c t i m s  of 
l i g h t  h e a r t e d n e s s ,  l a c k  of f o r e s i g h t ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  mis- 
unders tand ing ,  o b s t a c l e s  and o t h e r  disagreements .  The Amu 
Darya i s  a  tremendous r i v e r  and can g i v e  us a l l  t h e  p o l i t i -  
c a l  and t r a d e  advantages  which I had surmised.  But t o  make 
them a  r e a l i t y  t h a t  w i l l  t a k e  a  l o t  of work. I f  they want 
t o  p o s s e s s  t h e s e  advantages  and ach ieve  l a s t i n g  r e s u l t s  i n  
C e n t r a l  As ia  it w i l l  be n e c e s s a r y  f o r  us t o  s e t  up a  plan of 
a c t i o n  which we can r e a l i z e  i n  a c t u a l i t y  i n  o r d e r  t o  achieve 
complete ly  what we want. Now I am i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of being 
a b l e  on ly  t o  c o l l e c t  f a c t s  and n e c e s s a r y  in fo rmat ion  f o r  
working ou t  long-range g o a l s .  We w i l l  f u l f i l l  t h e  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i v e  work. I f  t h e  government does n o t  make use  of our  
in fo rmat ion  i n  o r d e r  u r g e n t l y  t o  come t o  some k i n d  of posi-  
t i v e  d e c i s i o n  and d e v i s e  a  c l e v e r  p l a n  of a c t i o n ,  then  our 
work w i l l  have been i n  v a i n .  With two s teamers  of appro- 
p r i a t e  power ( a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime we have on ly  one powerful 
enough and t h a t  one on ly  j u s t  managed t o  do i t ) ,  wi th  two 
l a r g e  b a r g e s ,  a  tow b o a t ,  a  detachment of 1,000 infantrymen 
w i t h  s e v e r a l  hundred Cossacks I w i l l  be  a b l e  t o  t ake  wi th  
t h e  g r e a t e s t  e a s e  n e x t  s p r i n g  t h e  lower p a r t  of t h e  r i v e r  
f o r  a  d i s t a n c e  of 20 marches from t h e  p r e s e n t  day f r o n t i e r  
of t h e  B r i t i s h  p o s s e s s i o n s  i n  I n d i a .  Unfor tuna te ly ,  a t  the  
moment t h e r e  i s  n o t  a  s t r o n g  enough government r e s o l v e  o r  
i n i t i a t i v e  t o  under take such a  huge endeavor which w i l l  
need a  g r e a t  d e a l  of ~ e r s i s t e n c e  on our  p a r t  t o  s e e  it 
throughI1.(2) 

"Mozhaiskii  a r r i v e d  w i t h  S a l a t s k i i  and t h e  p r e s e n t s  which 
had been d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  t h e  Khan ... I thanked ~ o z h a i s k i i  
t h a t  he had g iven  you some news of me bu t  I am a f r a i d  t h a t  
t h e  absence of my handwr i t ing  must have f r i g h t e n e d  you. 
Don't worry.  Live p a t i e n t l y .  Hope f o r  God's mercy and on 
t h e  s t r e n g t h  of your p r a y e r s .  I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  we got i n t o  
a  r a t h e r  dangerous s i t u a t i o n  b u t  a t  Kungrad were sp read  
unfavorab le ,  t e r r i f y i n g  rumors i n  o r d e r  t o  f r i g h t e n  and 
s l a n d e r  us and t o  f o r c e  us from our  p lane .  I e a r n e s t l y  beg 
of you n o t  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  rumors which could reach S t .  
P e t e r s b u r g  from t h e  Ki rgh iz  s t e p p e .  These rumors a r e  an 
outgrowth which i n c r e a s e  i n  s i z e  and meaning of t h e  o r i g i n a l  
thought  and expand through t h e  passage of t ime a s  a  1- of 
snow which i s  t ransformed i n  t h e  same way a s  an Alpine 

(2)  I f  on ly  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  they  w i l l  have time t o  g e t  a t  For t  
a  b e t t e r  s teamer  from Sweden (The Motal l  Fac to ry)  assemble it and 
arm it  by t h e  middle of A p r i l .  
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foundat ion which c o l l a p s e s  i n t o  t h e  v a l l e y  below. The 
danger and d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  l i f e ,  t h e  c r i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s  
i n  which a normal pe r son  i s  p u t  p u r i f i e s  him m o r a l l y ,  
r a i s e s  h i s  s p i r i t s  and p u t s  him ou t  on t h e  main road  which 
he has  g o t t e n  o f f  because  o f  a r t i f i c i a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n s  and 
the  comforts o f  an o r d i n a r y  l i f e .  A t  t h e  moment o f  danger  
a man w i t h  f a i t h  w i l l  be  s t r e n g t h e n e d  and w i l l  b o l d l y  t r y  
t o  l e a r n  from e x p e r i e n c e  and b o a s t  t h e  absence o f  imaginary 
p r e j u d i c e s  and b e g i n  t o  r u s h  about swagger ing w i t h  h i s  
atheism w h i l e  i n f r e q u e n t l y  u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y  t u r n i n g  h i s  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  Highes t  P r o t e c t o r  whom h e  h a s  f o r g o t t e n  
dur ing t h e  p e a c e f u l  usage of e a r t h l y  goods. Not f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  t ime must I be  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e s e  mental  changes of 
s p i r i t u a l  mood and f e e l  deep ly  t h e i r  moral  i n f l u e n c e .  T h i s  
l i f t s  t h e  s p i r i t  and i n s p i r e s  contempt f o r  human weakness. 
By such a road l i v i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  is  a c q u i r e d  which r e p l a c e s  
many y e a r s  of o r d i n a r y  l i f e " .  

" I f  t h e r e  shou ld  b e  any a c t u a l  danger ,  I c o n f e s s  t o  you 
and beg of you n o t  t o  worry i f  you h e a r  s t o r i e s  about me 
from i n d i r e c t  s o u r c e s .  The unchangeable memory of you, 
wonderful p a r e n t s ,  f o r c e s  me t o  be  s e n s i b l e  and t a k e  pre-  
cau t ions  which i s  unusual  f o r  me b u t  no m a t t e r  what fo l lows  
you must no t  b e  aggr ieved  by my d i sappearance . .  . The 
Khivans a r e  c a t t l e  who o n l y  know how t o  l i e ,  c a s t  s u s p i c i o n  
on e v e r y t h i n g ,  and r e l a t e  t o  everybody w i t h  m i s t r u s t .  They 
a r e  cowards, mean, e v i l  and p e r f i d i o u s .  Pe rmi t  me t o  speak 
about t h e  d i p l o m a t i c  n e g o t i a t i o n s  and about t h e  conc lus ion  
of t h e  t r e a t i e s  w i t h  t h e s e  peop le  who answer a l l  your  
e loquent  arguments which would be  conv inc ing  t o  any European 
i n  t h e  fo l lowing  manner: we can n o t  accep t  your  p r o p o s a l s  
because t h i n g s  were n o t  done t h a t  way i n  t h e  days of our  
a n c e s t o r s  who l i v e d  i n  a h a p p i e r  manner t h a n  we; we do n o t  
wish t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  new ways; we do n o t  need new w e a l t h  
because we a l r e a d y  have enough; we do n o t  even need b e t t e r  
equipped and t r a i n e d  t r o o p s  i n  o r d e r  t o  defend o u r s e l v e s  
from your i n v a s i o n  of Khiva because  we have many Holy people  
l i k e  Polvan and o t h e r s  who w i l l  p ray  f o r  us and i n t e r c e d e  
f o r  us a s  was done a t  t h e  t ime of t h e  " P e r o v s k i i  Exped i t ion"  
(1839),  which i n c l u d e d  an innumerable number of t r o o p s  t o  
t ake  over  t h e  Khivan Khanate b u t  was unable  t o  r each  even t h e  
p resen t  day f r o n t i e r s  of our  l a n d s ,  e t c . " .  

"In o r d e r  t o  have d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  them i n  a p e a c e f u l  manner 
one must awai t  a complete r e g e n e r a t i o n  of t h e s e  Asians  and 
i n s p i r e  i n  them a h e a l t h y  r e s p e c t  f o r  us and then  accep t  
n e g o t i a t i o n s  which can then g a i n  w i t h  them t h e  d e s i r e d  
r e s u l t s :  t o  s e c u r e  f o r  us f r e e  n a v i g a t i o n  on t h e  Amu Darya 
and p e r s o n a l  s e c u r i t y  f o r  Russian c i t i z e n s  i n  t h e  Khanate". 

The n e x t  day I v i s i t e d  t h e  o f f i c e  of t h e  Grand v i z i e r  and 
gave him a l e t t e r  from t h e  M i n i s t e r  of Fore ign  A f f a i r s .  On August 1, 
I presented our  g i f t s  t o  t h e  Khan and h i s  r e t i n u e  and on August 2 ,  I 
began formal n e g o t i a t i o n s .  Our demands inc luded  t h e  fol lowing:  



(1) Never t o  undertake any open o r  s e c r e t  h o s t i l e  a c t i on  against 
Russia  nor  t o  arouse t r i b e s  l oca t ed  nea r  t h e  Khivan t e r r i t o r y  
t o  h o s t i l i t y  aga in s t  Russia  o r  t o  mutual h o s t i l i t y  one t o  the 
o the r .  

(2) Not t o  indulge i n  any robbery, s e i z u r e  o r  imprisonment of 
Russian c i t i z e n s .  

(3) To be respons ib le  f o r  t h e  persona l  s a f e t y  and t h e  s ecu r i t y  of 
p roper ty  of a l l  Russian c i t i z e n s  who a r e  on t he  t e r r i t o r y  of 
t h e  Khivan lands.  

( 4 )  Authorize Russian s h i p s  t o  f r e e l y  nav iga t e  t h e  Amu Darya 
River.  

(5) To e s t a b l i s h  a cons tan t  t a r i f f  on imported Russian goods of not 
more than  21% of t he  a c t u a l  va lue  of t h e  goods and t o  levy t h i s  
t a r i f f  equa l l y  on t h e  s a l e  of euch goods. 

(6)  Permit a permanent Russian t r a d e  agent t o  be s t a t i o n e d  in  
Khiva. 

I wrote t o  Kovalevskii:  

" R e a l i s t i c a l l y  every th ing  i s  done. Seid-Moharmned . . . does 
no t  have enough toughness of s p i r i t ,  experience i n  a f f a i r s  
and se l f -conf idence  i n  order  t o  make an independent decision. 
He i nces san t ly  c a l l s  f o r  t h e  judgement of t he  numerous 
members of h i s  Sovie t  ( counc i l ) ,  who can never  come t o  any 
kind of consensus while  t h e  Khan expresses  h i s  w i l l .  The 
counci l  moves with t h e  speed of a g l ac i e r !  Embarrassed on 
t he  one hand by t h e  Turkmen and knowing t he  i n t e n t i o n s  of the 
Kirghiz  t o  accept Russian c i t i z e n s h i p ,  he s t i l l  has  a much 
g r e a t e r  f e a r  of Russia.  He i s  extremely alarmed by our 
detachments i n  t he  s teppe  and by t he  F l o t i l l a  on t he  Aral 
Sea. Seid-Mohammed see s  each concession as  t he  beginning of 
t he  end f o r  him, and the  wily Nasar-U11, t h e  Bukharan Khan, 
p lays  on h i s  r e a l  and imaginary fears" .  

"None of t he  Khivans, no t  even h i s  c l o s e s t  r e l a t i v e s ,  dare 
t o  speak up f o r  our cause, f e a r i n g  t h a t  they w i l l  pay f o r  it 
with t h e i r  l ives" .  

Our s i t u a t i o n  i n  Khiva from t h e  very beginning of our v i s i t  
was extremely uncomfortable. Under pain of execut ion i t  was for- 
bidden f o r  t he  l o c a l  i nhab i t an t s  t o  v i s i t  o r  even t o  speak t o  us. 
The Khivans fo rb id  members of t he  Embassy, convoy o f f i c e r s  and 
j un io r  o f f i c e r s  t o  leave t h e i r  houses o r  gardens without  spec i a l  
permission. We were put under guard and kept  under a r r e s t .  Armed 
Khivans guarded our l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  and were loca ted  on t he  f l a t  
roofs  of t he  clay s t r u c t u r e s  where we had our meals. They were with 
us day and n i g h t ,  i n spec t i ng  us through the  windows o r  openings in  
t he  c e i l i n g s .  

Members of t he  Embassy and t he  o f f i c e r s  were housed in  a 
clay-wattled co t tage  loca ted  on t he  palace grounds. The convoy was 
housed i n  a bivouac i n  t he  courtyard and i n  a p a r t  of t he  garden. 
Our own guards and s e n t r i e s  were on t he  a l e r t  f o r  a Khivan a t tack  
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expected a t  any time. The people of t h e  town cursed a t  us and made 
threatening ges tures  which reminded us of t h e  unfor tuna te  f a t e  of 
Bekovich ( i n  1718 he and h i s  r e t i n u e  were murdered he re ) .  I n  o rde r  
to intimidate us even more, Khivans o f t en  approached our  q u a r t e r s  i n  
the morning, evening, a t  s u n r i s e  and sometimes i n  t he  middle of t h e  
night with drums and loud music. The Khivan Guard and Divan-Beg 
would say t he re  was no th ing  they could do t o  save us. 

The Khan d i d  no t  have t h e  f a i n t e s t  i dea  how t o  handle t he  
Embassy o r  what t o  do wi th  i t .  Dai ly ,  during t he  f i r s t  weeks of our  
v i s i t  he assembled h i s  huge counci l  which included r ep re sen t a t i on  
from absolutely every imaginable group i n  t he  Khanate. They d is -  
cussed what t o  do wi th  t h e  Embassy: how t o  rece ive  me, how t o  answer 
our proposals about t he  F l o t i l l a  and e s p e c i a l l y  how t o  avoid g iv ing  
us any d i r ec t  answers about anything. 

Not wishing t o  bore everyone wi th  t h e  d u l l  conversat ions 
between us and t he  Khivans, a s  we l l  a s  t h e  continuous b i cke r ing  and 
quarrels,  I w i l l  mention t h a t  I had t o  make numerous persona l  
appearances before t h e  Khan, Seid-Mohammed. Our a f f a i r s  were 
handled very s t u p i d l y ,  although a t  one time it seemed a s  i f  t h e  
Vizier would accept a  l a rge  p a r t  of our proposals .  From the  very 
i n i t i a t i on  of our  conversa t ions ,  it was impossible  no t  t o  no t i ce  
that the present  s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  i n  Khiva was most unfavorable  f o r  
the v i s i t  of a  Russian Embassy and t he  s i gn ing  of a  t r e a t y .  

Seid-Mohammed d id  no t  t r u s t  any of h i s  o f f i c i a l s ,  was 
afraid of i n t r i g u e s ,  suspected everyone and wanted t o  know every- 
thing t h a t  went on. He wanted t o  do every th ing  h imse l f ,  avoiding 
the p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  h i s  advisors  might come under our  i n f l uence  
through br ibery .  Only two o f f i c i a l s  made use of t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
with the Khan (Emir El-Omer, o lde r  b ro the r  of t he  Khan and Kush-Begi, 
brother-in-law of t he  Khan) and both had some b a s i s  t o  consider  them- 
selves i n su l t ed  by t h e  Russian Government because I had not w r i t t e n  
them any l e t t e r s  nor  given them any p re sen t s .  

Their  ignorance was complicated by t he  s t u p i d  susp ic ion  
at I intended t o  fol low the  example of a  Turkmen emissary who had 
l led  the predecessor  of Seid-Mohammed during an o f f i c i a l  audience. 

They debated t h i s  ques t ion  i n  a  s e r i ous  ve in  a t  length and decided 
that I would not  be ~ e r m i t t e d  t o  get  too  c lose  t o  t he  Khan, could 
only br ing one i n t e r p r e t e r  and was t o  leave my arms a t  t he  en t rance .  
I turned down these  i n s u l t i n g  suggest ions.  

The s e c u r i t y  was so  t i g h t  and overwhelming t h a t  I was 
unable t o  send one of our loya l  Kirghiz t o  Bukhara u n t i l  August 2 i n  
order t o  make i n q u i r i e s  of t he  s i t u a t i o n  t h e r e  and t o  give t he  
Bukharan Viz ie r  news about my intended rou te  t o  Bukhara from Khiva. 
I a lso had t o  co r r ec t  rumors t he  Khivans t r i e d  t o  p l an t  i n  Bukhara 
about our e v i l  i n t en t i ons .  A l l  the  l oca l  i nhab i t an t s  who rendered 
'fa or the  Kirghiz messengers a  s e rv i ce  were taken i n t o  custody and 
Interrogated by t he  Khivan o f f i c i a l s .  Severa l  of t he  e l d e r  Ki rghiz ,  
including Azbirgen, were forbidden en t rance  t o  Khiva while t he  
Embassy was t he r e .  

Esaul-Bashi continued t o  plague us any way he could. He 



c o n t i n u a l l y  s e n t  r e p o r t s  from Kungrad about  imaginary h o s t i l e  plans 
t h a t  o u r  s h i p s  had e n t e r e d  t h e  r i v e r  w i t h o u t  h i s  approval .  Out of 
f e a r ,  h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  Butakov had some k i n d  of submarine "which could 
make i t s e l f  i n v i s i b l e  under water" ,  and t h a t  w e  were th rea ten ing  
Kungrad w i t h  o t h e r  s h i p s .  F u r t h e r ,  h e  claimed t h a t  on t h e  Ust-Urt 
P l a t e a u ,  Russ ian  m i l i t a r y  detachments(3)  were s t a t i o n e d  a t  the  Fort 
Dev le t -Gi re i  and t h a t  a t  F o r t  #I ,  t h e  Governor General  Katenin was 
assemblying a l a r g e  a g g r e s s i v e  f o r c e .  A t  t h e  same t ime ,  news was 
s p r e a d  about t h e  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s  and war p l a n s  between t h e  Governor 
General  and t h e  s o - c a l l e d  Black K i r g h i z ,  who a r e  considered by the 
Khivans a s  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s .  F i n a l l y  on J u l y  25 came news t h a t  in  
Kungrad, t h r e e  s t eamers  had a r r i v e d  and a f o u r t h  was i n  t h e  d e l t a  of 
t h e  Amu Darya. ( 4 )  

The bewilderment and wicked cowardice of t h e  Khivans are  
exempl i f i ed  by a s i t u a t i o n  where t h e  Khan s e n t  two of h i s  c loses t  
o f f i c i a l s  l a t e  one n i g h t  who q u e s t i o n e d  me and demanded d e f i n i t e  
answers.  They wanted t o  know whether  I cons ide red  myself a peaceful 
emissa ry ,  and whether I had a r r i v e d  w i t h  f r i e n d l y  i n t e n t i o n s  o r  not. 
T h i s  s h a r p  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  t h e  Khivans and my l a c k  of knowledge con- 
c e r n i n g  t h e  whereabouts of t h e  F l o t i l l a  compelled me t o  announce t o  
t h e  Khan t h a t  I was s u r e  h e  had been r e c e i v i n g  f a l s e  informat ion 
( l i e s )  from Kungrad. But because Esaul-Bashi would n o t  permit 
d i r e c t  communication w i t h  t h e  "Perovski i"  I could on ly  command one 
of my t r u s t e d  o f f i c i a l s  t o  go t h e r e  and g e t  an exp lana t ion .  My 
o f f i c i a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were given t o  M.N. Galk in ,  whom I requested t o  
pe rsuade  Butakov t o  cease  h i s  u s e l e s s  and even harmful  s t a y  a t  
Kungrad and d e p a r t  f o r  Ul'Kum Darya, end ing  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  Esaul- 
Bashi  and t h e  u s e l e s s  movement of  h i s  s h i p s  i n  t h e  d e l t a s  and chan- 
n e l s  of t h e  Arnu Darya. I wro te  t o  Kova levsk i i ,  t h e  D i r e c t o r  of the 
A s i a t i c  Department,  i n  code t h a t :  

"we must be very c a r e f u l  i n  our  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  we do not  
put t h e  Embassy i n  a d e s p e r a t e  s i t u a t i o n .  Rea l ly  our  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  lower p a r t  of t h e  Arnu Darya has  been 
f u l l y  achieved.  The Emir of Bukhara through h i s  emissary 
r e q u e s t s  t h e  Khivans n o t  t o  permit  us t o  remain longer  on 
t h e  r i v e r .  The Khivans want t o  f o r c e  me t o  r e t u r n  t o  
F o r t  #1 (Kazal insk)  i n  o r d e r  t o  go from t h e r e ,  i f  I 
want ,  t o  Bukhara. The Khivans do n o t  agree  t o  p e r m i t t i n g  
our  s h i p s  i n  t h e  Amu Darya n o r  do t h e y  l i k e  t h e  appoint-  
ment o f  a permanent Russian merchant i n  Khiva and they 
c o n s i d e r  t h e  l e f t  bank of t h e  Syr  Darya, t h e  e n t i r e  Ara l  
Sea and t h e  U s t - U r t  t h e i r  own t e r r i t o r y .  And they  demand 
t h a t  Russia  ( th rough  me) recogn ize  t h e i r  ownership t o  

(3) T h i s  was a Russian su rvey  p a r t y  from Orenberg which was under 
t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  convoy. According t o  legend t h i s  f o r t  was 
b u i l t  by Bekovich-Cherkasski who had v i s i t e d  Khiva i n  1718 and was 
murdered w i t h  h i s  whole r e t i n u e .  F o r t  "Bekovikl' i s  what t h e  Khivans 
c a l l e d  i t .  

( 4 )  I n  t h e i r  ignorance t h e  Khivans took t h e  two barges  t o  be of the  
same type  of s h i p  a s  t h e  s teamship "Perovski i" .  The f o u r t h  was the 
"Obruchev" i n  t h e  d e l t a ,  which was a s teamship.  



t hese  lands .  D e s p i t e  o u r  n o t  i n c o n s i d e r a b l e  m i l i t a r y  
presence i n  Khiva and t h e  weakness o f  t h e  Khanate t h e  
Uzbeks a r e  convinced t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  b e  saved  ( f rom us)  by 
t h e i r  i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y .  I do n o t  expec t  f a v o r a b l e  r e s u l t s  
i n  Bukhara e i t h e r .  The messenger who brought  me your  
l e t t e r  f aced  g r e a t  danger .  H i s  s i c k  comrade was j a i l e d  
as w e l l  a s  a l l  t h e  Karakalpaks  who had c o n t a c t  w i t h  o u r  
Kirghiz messengers.  They wanted t o  a r r e s t  t h e  son o f  
I s e t  and keep him a s  a  h o s t a g e  i n  Khiva. They t h r e a t e n e d  
Azbirgen f o r  g e t t i n g  o u t  o u r  news. Yes te rday  t h e y  s e i z e d  
our messenger and Kush-Begi q u e s t i o n e d  him. I have i n s i s -  
t e n t l y  demanded t h e  f r e e i n g  o f  our  a r r e s t e d  Kirghiz" .  

I wrote my f a t h e r  around August 1, 1858: 

"I have n o t  been a b l e  t o  g e t  an answer t o  o u r  p roposa l s .  
My p a t i e n c e  i s  runn ing  o u t .  I t o l d  t h e  f i r s t  M i n i s t e r  
(Kush-Begi, a  robber ,  a l b e i t  of s m a l l ,  s m a l l  dimensions) 
t h a t  I can n o t  s t a y  h e r e  p a s t  August 15 and t h a t  i n  no  
way can he  d e l a y  me w i t h o u t  f u l l y  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  i n t e n -  
t i o n s  and p o s i t i o n  of t h e  Khan t o  Russia".  

I n  a  f i r m  and ~ e a c e - l o v i n g  manner of conduct ,  I f i n a l l y  
succeeded i n  g r a d u a l l y  improving our  p o s i t i o n  and had t ime t o  
insp i re  a  f e e l i n g  o f  t r u s t  w h i l e  f o r c i n g  t h e  Khivans t o  f e a r  t h e  
consequences of improper conduct .  

A t  t h e  end of t h e  t h i r d  week of o u r  v i s i t  t h e  Khivan 
a u t h o r i t i e s  asked f o r g i v e n e s s  f o r  t h e  way t h e y  had a c t e d  toward us.  
They became c o u r t e o u s ,  well-mannered and l i k e a b l e .  The members of 
the Embassy, j u n i o r  o f f i c e r s  and o u r  K i r g h i z  began t o  walk f r e e l y  
about town, e n t e r  s t o r e s ,  make purchases ,  e t c .  

The Khan accep ted  t h e  p r e s e n t s  of t h e  T s a r  b u t  d i d  no t  
accept our p lan  concern ing  s h i p  n a v i g a t i o n  and l e t  t h e  Embassy go 
a f f e c t i o n a t e l y ,  b u t  wi thou t  any d e f i n i t e  answer. He f i n a l l y  ag reed  
that  we could l e a v e  two of t h e  s h i p s  of t h e  F l o t i l l a  i n  t h e  Ul'Kum 
Darya and t h a t  M . N .  Galkin  could  be  s e n t  t o  Butakov i n  Kungrad w i t h  
a  Khivan o f f i c i a l  who would s e t  up immediate p o s t a l  communications 
between Kungrad and Khiva. S t i l l ,  t h e  Khan would n o t  pe rmi t  d i r e c t  
comunica t ion  between t h e  Embassy and t h e  V i z i e r  o r  even h i s  r e l a -  
t ives  because of m i s t r u s t  and h i s  d e s i r e  t o  have d i r e c t  p e r s o n a l  
conversations.  When i t  was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  me t o  c o m u n i c a t e  w i t h  
them, I s e n t  a  s e c r e t a r y  w i t h  a  t r a n s l a t o r  o r  one of my two 
i n t e r p r e t e r s .  

The Khivans p r o t e s t e d  our  r i g h t  t o  have s h i p s  i n  t h e  Amu 
Darya as  d i d  t h e  Bukharan Khan, "who demanded t h a t  t h e  Khan d a r e  
not t o  permit  s h i p s  i n  t h e  r i v e r " .  The l o c a l  merchants  were a f r a i d  
a l l  t r a d e  would f a l l  i n t o  t h e  hands of Russian merchants i f  permit -  
ted t o  go by wa te r .  I n  o r d e r  t o  weaken t h e  ~ r e j u d i c e s  of t h e  
Khivan t r a d e r s  and prove t h e  advantage of wa te r  t r a n s p o r t ,  I o f f e r e d  
the Khivan merchants f r e e  t r a n s i t  t o  F o r t  #1, which cou ld  become a  
Port f o r  send ing  caravans  t o  Orenberg.  Goods d e s t i n e d  f o r  R u s s i a ,  
but s t i l l  i n  Kungrad because  of l a c k  of camels a s  a  consequence of 
the plague could  t h u s  be moved q u i c k l y .  However, t h e  Khivan 



merchants d e c i s i v e l y  re fused  my g i f t  and p re f e r r ed  t o  l e t  the  pre- 
pared goods r o t  i n  p l ace  and remain unsold r a t h e r  than t ransport ing 
them on a  Russian sh ip .  Overcoming such b a s i c  ignorance, mistrust  
and ill w i l l  could no t  be a t t a i n e d  by flowing speech o r  even by 
means of reason. They needed some k ind  of s t r o n g  shock o r  change by 
phys i ca l  f o r ce  from wi thout ,  which would make change inevi tab le .  

Almost every  day I had t o  r e f u t e  t h e  remarks, views and 
i l l -conce ived  conclusions made by t h e  Khivans. Although things in  
genera l  moved s lowly,  we were moving toward a  favorab le  conclusion. 
However, I was convinced t h a t  a  succes s fu l  agreement f o r  an obliga- 
t o r y  document f o r  t h e  Khivans would only come about as  a  r e s u l t  of 
t h e  presence of a  m i l i t a r y  force .  I mentioned i n  my r epo r t s  and 
l e t t e r s  t o  t he  D i r ec to r  of t he  A s i a t i c  Department and t o  my fa ther  
t h a t  " I f  we want our  sh ip s  t o  s a i l  on t he  Amu Darya, we must sooner 
o r  l a t e r  occupy the  d e l t a  of t h e  r i v e r  and b u i l d  a  f o r t  f o r  securing 
access  f o r  our  ships" .  

I n  regard t o  my proposal  on s t a t i o n i n g  a  Russian Commercial 
Agent i n  Khiva, t he  Khan announced agreeraent i n  p r i n c i p l e  but 
expressed t he  d e s i r e  t h a t  he remain only temporar i ly ,  a r r i v e  
annual ly wi th  t he  f i r s t  Orenberg caravan and depar t  when a l l  the  
t r a d i n g  a c t i v i t y  of Russian c i t i z e n s  had ended by t h e  c lose  of the 
year .  I found it unnecessary t o  defend my proposa l ,  f o r  I real ized 
t h a t  he would have t o  defend Russian i n t e r e s t s  toughly and be con- 
s t a n t l y  subjec ted  t o  persona l  danger and t he  high p robab i l i t y  of 
some kind of conf ronta t ion  not  only wi th  t h e  Khivan o f f i c i a l s  but 
a l s o  with t he  Khan. 

While cont inuing t o  i n s i s t  before  t h e  Khan on our r igh t  t o  
have a  permanent agent i n  Khiva, I t o l d  t h e  D i r ec to r  of the  As ia t ic  
Department, Kovalevski i ,  t h a t  i n  my opinion i t  would be more sen- 
s i b l e  t o  begin with a  temporary agent and move t o  a  more permanent 
arrangement only when l o c a l  condi t ions  po in t  t o  the  neces s i t y  for  
t h i s  move. Also, t he  p o s i t i o n  f o r  our  Russian commercial agent i n  
t he  caravan s a r a i  could even tua l l y  be upgraded i n t o  a  consulate.  

Concerning t he  t a r i f f  on Russian goods, I went somewhat 
beyond the  i n s t r u c t i o n s  s en t  t o  me and demanded both a  lowering of 
t he  t a r i f f  t o  5% of t he  a c t u a l  value of goods and complete equaliza- 
t i o n  i n  t he  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between our  Moslems (who l i ved  i n  ~ u s s i a )  
and the Ruesians which would n e c e s s i t a t e  a  lowering of t he  t a r i f f  to  
212 ( i . e . ,  one-half t he  s i z e  of t he  a c t u a l  value)  goods going from 
Russia i n t o  Khiva. A lowering of t he  t a r i f f  i n  t h e  Khanate would 
no t  he lp  our  t r a d e ,  would remain only on paper ,  and would not  lead 
t o  anything i f  t he  Khivans did not  s imultaneously introduce a  more 
j u s t  and honest va lua t ion  of t he  goods by t he  t a r i f f  o f f i c i a l s .  In 
t h e i r  se l f -wi l led  way, they a r b i t r a r i l y  marked up goods 14 t o  2 times 
above t he  p r i c e  of t he  same goods a t  t he  l o c a l  bazaar .  Thus our mer- 
chants  were sy s t ema t i ca l l y  d i sc r imina ted  aga ins t  and t he  customs 
agents  ex t r ac t ed  an amount above what the  budget t a r i f f  would bring 
i n .  It was very d i f f i c u l t  t o  a r r i v e  a t  a  value of goods, taking into 
cons idera t ion  t he  d e s i r e s  of Khivan o f f i c i a l s  who were t r y i n g  t o  
exclude our goods. 

A s  a  counter  t o  t he  above, I proposed t h a t  t he  co l lec t ion  



of the t a r i f f  n o t  b e  made on o u r  goods a t  t h e  f r o n t i e r  o r  i n  Khiva,  
but should occur  a f t e r  t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  goods a t  t h e  l o c a l  b a z a a r .  
This, of course ,  would b e  o f  g r e a t  advantage f o r  our  merchants  
because it would r e s u l t  i n  lower ing  t h e  t a r i f f .  In fo rming  t h e  
Director of t h e  A s i a t i c  Department t h a t  t h e  Khan e x p r e s s e d  h i s  
agreement on t h i s  ar rangement ,  I n o t e d  t h a t  an e x a c t  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  
these cond i t ions  would make Russ ian  t r a d e  i n  C e n t r a l  A s i a  t h e  l a r g -  
est and would r e s o l v e  f o r  e v e r  t h e  i n s u l t i n g  advantages  g iven  t o  t h e  
Moslem merchant. For  us  t o  a t t a i n  t h i s  r e s u l t ,  it would be  neces-  
sary f o r  t h e  I m p e r i a l  Government t o  r e n d e r  f u l l  s u p p o r t  t o  o u r  mer- 
chants should t h e  Khivans d e v i a t e  o r  h e s i t a t e  t o  c a r r y  ou t  t h e  
agreement. And, i n  o r d e r  t o  make a  promising s t a r t  i n  r e a l i z i n g  
these advantages ,  I i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  agreement commence w h i l e  t h e  
Embassy was s t i l l  i n  Khiva. T h i s  d e s i r e  was f u l f i l l e d .  

I n  s p i t e  of t h e i r  weakness i n  comparison w i t h  t h e  g r e a t -  
ness of Russ ia ,  t h e  i g n o r a n t  and s p o i l e d  Khivans were b l i n d e d  by t h e  
fact t h a t  they  a b s o l u t e l y  b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e i r  i n a c c e s s i b i l i t y  and d i d  
not see  t h e  need t o  make concess ions .  T h e i r  b l i n d n e s s  e x p r e s s e d  
i t s e l f  i n  odd and i m p e r t i n e n t  demands f o r  us t o  l e s s e n  t h e  t a r i f f  on 
Khivan goods; about s e t t i n g  up a  common f r o n t i e r  (which t h e y  had 
promised t o  Colonel  D a n i e l e v s k i i  i n  1841) ;  about t h e i r  imaginary 
r ights  i n  p o s s e s s i n g  t h e  Ust-Urt,  t h e  A r a l  Sea ,  i t s  s h o r e s  and even 
the Syr Darya; and about  t h e  r e t u r n  of Khivan c i t i z e n s h i p  of t h e  
Karakalpaks who had wandered over  t o  o u r  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t e p p e .  

Ind ignan t  and pe rp lexed  by t h e i r  i n s o l e n c e ,  I immediate ly  
began t o  make s i m i l a r  unexpected demands. I t o l d  t h e  Khan t h a t  I 
would be fo rced  t o  p r e s e n t  new demands which d i d  n o t  concern f u t u r e  
trade r e l a t i o n s ,  and demanded, f o r  example,  compensation f o r  t h e  
p i l l ag ing  i n  1847 and 1848 of ca ravans  on t h e  s t e p p e  a f t e r  t h e  s ign-  
ing of Act of F r i e n d s h i p  i n  1841. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  compensation f o r  
t h i s  v i o l a t i o n ,  I demanded t h a t  t h e  Khan c e a s e  h a r b o r i n g  o u r  c r imi -  
nals and d e s i s t  from i s s u i n g  Khivan Firman (law) t o  K i r g h i z  and 
Turkmen t r i b e s  who were Russian c i t i z e n s .  I emphasized,  however, 
that  "we had remained s i l e n t  about  t h e s e  m a t t e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  prove 
our peace-loving and f r i e n d l y  i n t e n t i o n s .  We wanted t o  f o r g e t  t h e  
past and b e l i e v e  i n  a  b e t t e r  f u t u r e .  But t h e  unorthodox c la ims  of 
the Khan fo rced  us t o  make demands a p a r t  from t r a d e  ques t ions" .  

Concerning t h e  q u e s t i o n s  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  e a s t e r n  f ron-  
t i e r  between Russ ia  and Khiva a long  t h e  Syr  Darya and changes i n  t h e  
ex i s t ing  demarcat ion l i n e ,  accord ing  t o  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  given t o  me 
in St .  P e t e r s b u r g ,  I avoided an answer. I p o i n t e d  ou t  t h a t  t h e  Khan 
had been informed by t h e  M i n i s t r y  of Fore ign  A f f a i r s  t h a t  I was n o t  
authorized t o  d i s c u s s  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s .  (5) Seid-Mohammed was n o t  
s a t i s f i e d  wi th  t h e  q u e s t i o n  concerning h i s  s u p p r e s s i o n  of r i g h t s  

(5) Before t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  Embassy t h e  Khan dared t o  announce i n  
wr i t ing  through h i s  emissa ry  h i s  ( imagined) r i g h t s  t o  t h e  l e f t  bank 
of the  Syr Darya p r o t e s t i n g  a g a i n s t  o u r  m i l i t a r y  detachments t h e r e  
and our c o l l e c t i n g  of t h e  t e n t  t a x  from t h e  Ki rgh iz .  We answered 
that  our Ki rgh iz  had roamed a c r o s s  t o  t h e  l e f t  bank of t h e  Syr  Darya, 
not t h e i r  K i r g h i z ,  s o  i t  was i l l e g a l  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  t a x .  



throughout h i s  whole kingdom up t o  t he  l e f t  bank of t he  Syr Darya. 
Wanting t o  e s t a b l i s h  h i s  r i g h t s  i n  our  eyes and delude the  Kirghiz 
who roamed on t he  Iany Darya r i v e r ,  he s e c r e t l y  s en t  some Khivan 
o f f i c i a l s  who spread  rumors t h a t  t h e  Kirghiz  had been formally 
recognized by Russ ia  a s  being under Khivan sovereignty.  Although 
the  Kirghiz  gave us t h i s  information when I s t i l l  was i n  Khiva, I 
was o f f i c i a l l y  informed about t he se  " t r i cks "  only a f t e r  leaving the 
c a p i t a l  of t he  Khanate and c ro s s ing  over t o  t he  r i g h t  bank of the 
Amu Darya. The Khan wanted t o  prove h i s  domination over the  Kirghiz 
and f e l t  t h a t  because t h e  nomads d id  no t  recognize themselves as 
Russian c i t i z e n s ,  he could f r e e l y  t a x  them. 

It  turned  out  t h a t  t h e  Kirghiz  were los ing  t h e i r  patience 
due t o  t he  con t inua l  e x t o r t i o n  by Khivan o f f i c i a l s .  The Kirghiz 
had learned t h a t  t h e  Embassy would most probably move t o  the Syr 
Darya and t o  Fo r t  #1 through Daukara. They intended t o  use our 
movement as  a cover t o  leave t h e  Khanate and e n t e r  our steppe. 

The Khivans no t i ced  such s t i r r i n g s  among the  Kirghiz and 
a t  t he  end of my s t a y  i n  t he  Khanate, began t o  come out against the 
movement of t he  Embassy i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  Syr Darya (which 
they had o r i g i n a l l y  recommended t o  me i n  p lace  of t he  t r i p  through 
the  v a l l e y  of t he  Amu Darya t o  Bukhara). On t h e  one hand, the 
Khivans wanted us t o  leave Khiva by way of t he  s teppe which would, 
however, f a c i l i t a t e  t he  movement of t he  Kirghiz  nomads. On the 
o the r  hand, i n  o rde r  t o  p l ea se  t he  Emir of Bukhara, we were not per- 
m i t t ed  t o  use t he  v a l l e y  of t he  Amu Darya t o  e n t e r  h i s  lands. So 
how would we leave Khiva t o  get  t o  Bukhara? The Khan spread mali- 
c ious rumors t o  t he  Bukharans about our  motives, hoping t o  upset Our 
r e l a t i o n s .  When he became convinced t h a t  I couldn ' t  be cajoled out 
of going t o  Bukhara by one of t he  two ~ r o h i b i t e d  rou tes  he demanded 
t h a t  we leave Khiva by t he  same rou t e  we had en te red ,  v i a  Kungrad 
t o  t he  Ust-Urt P l a t e a u  and back home t o  Orenberg. He averred that 
i n  no way would he permit me t o  go t o  Bukhara v i a  Daukara, nor by 
t he  caravan rou te  d i r e c t l y  t o  Karakul,  nor  by t he  Amu Darya. 

I wrote my f a t h e r  on Auguet 9: 

"I a m  happy but I confess  I am t e r r i b l y  bored. My 
nego t i a t i ons  go extremely slowly and I r e a l l y  don't  know 
when I w i l l  get  out of t h i s  t e r r i b l e  country. I have 
been t o  see  t he  Khan twice and he received me with 
r e spec t .  But neve r the l e s s  i t  i s  s ense l e s s  t o  send a 
diplomatic  Mission t o  a Cent ra l  Asian Khanate t o  draw Up 
a t r e a t y  with t he  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h ink ing  you a r e  
dea l ing  with an equa l  independent s t a t e " .  

"Communication o f t en  i s  no good because t he  Khivans 
i n t e r c e p t  our  messengers and show a grea t  c u r i o s i t y  in  
reading our correspondence. The E m i r  of Bukhara has gone 
of f  t o  war and h i s  absence may extend by s eve ra l  months 
my s t a y  i n  t he  Bukharan t e r r i t o r y " .  

"Our topographical  work on t he  Amu Darya was very Sue- 
ce s s fu l .  I n  t r u t h  t he  main goal  of t he  t r i p  has been 
accompliehed. The r e s t ,  i s  a s u p e r f i c i a l  luxury". 



"The F i r s t  M i n i s t e r  (Kush-~eg)  i s  g i v i n g  me some k i n d  o f  
par ty  i n  a  week. I i n t e n d  t o  g i v e  t h e  Khivan o f f i c i a l s  
a  d inner  i n  o u r  garden a long  w i t h  some f i r e w o r k s .  They 
have promised t o  l e t  us go s e v e r a l  days a f t e r  t h i s  
exchange of a m e n i t i e s .  Thus,  I expec t  t o  be  on t h e  road  
wi thin  two weeks. I r e c e i v e d  encourag ing  news from 
Bukhara through my s c o u t s  and I t h i n k  we w i l l  go t h e r e  
i f  I r e c e i v e  ( i n  e i g h t  days) a  f a v o r a b l e  and p o s i t i v e  
answer t o  my o f f i c i a l  r e q u e s t  which was s e n t  from Khiva 
t o  t h e  f i r s t  M i n i s t e r  t o  t h e  Emir of Bukhara. It w i l l  
probably be  n e c e s s a r y  t o  send  on our  s h i p s ,  f o r  r e t u r n  
t o  t h e  homeland S t r u v e ,  Doctor  P e k a r s k i i ,  Duch insk i i  
(who was i n c l u d e d  by Ka ten in ,  unknown t o  me, now he  i s  
on t h e  s t a f f  of t h e  convoy) and even t h e  Chief of t h e  
convoy, Burenin.  A l l  were h e a l t h y  f o r  a  long  t ime b u t  
have broken down i n  one way o r  a n o t h e r .  The Emir o f  
Bukhara h a s  l e d  h i s  t r o o p s  a g a i n s t  Kokand and c a r r i e s  on 
a  very d e s t r u c t i v e  war. T h i s  i s  most u n p r o p i t i o u s  f o r  
me because they  t h i n k  t h a t  m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t y  can l a s t  f o r  
t h r e e  o r  f o u r  months and I t h e n  w i l l  have t o  s i t  i n  
Bukhara a l l  t h a t  t ime  i n  e x p e c t a t i o n  of r e t u r n i n g  home. 
I f  he shou ld  r e t u r n  home v i c t o r i o u s  it w i l l  be  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  t a l k  w i t h  him, b u t  on t h e  o t h e r  hand i f  t h e  campaign 
does n o t  j u s t i f y  h i s  hopes t h e n  a  d e f e a t  w i l l  p u t  him i n  
such bad s p i r i t s  t h a t  he  w i l l  be  even more unp leasan t  i n  
h i s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  us t h a n  h e  was b e f o r e .  T h i s  ill- 
s t a r r e d  war might d e l a y  my r e t u r n  home by s e v e r a l  months 
because it would b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  spend t h e  w i n t e r  i n  
Bukhara and b e g i n  t h e  r e t u r n  journey ( a s  Kova levsk i i  
f igured)  on ly  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s p r i n g .  For  me t h a t  i s  awful 
but because  of my deb t  t o  s e r v e  t h e  s t a t e  I can n o t  
a r b i t r a r i l y  go t o  Bukhara u n l e s s  t h e  Emir d e s i r e s  t o  
r ece ive  me and e x p e c t s  my a r r i v a l  . . . Because t h e  l o c a l  
r e p o r t s  a r e  ex t remely  h o s t i l e  and i n c o n s i s t e n t  I w r i t e  
very l i t t l e  t o  t h e  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  A s i a t i c  Department,  
Kova levsk i i ,  and I am a f r a i d  t o  r e p o r t  about  what we a r e  
hea r ing  i n  o r d e r  n o t  t o  de lude  t h e  Government". 

"Because I asked f o r  t h e  ~ h a n ' s  guard l i s t  I hope t h a t  
these  l i n e s  r each  you. My t r a v e l l e r s  a r e  i n  d e s p a i r  from 
our c o n t i n u a t i o n  of our  l o c a l  s t a y  i n  view of our  f o r t h -  
coming ex t remely  long  and arduous voyage through t h e  
s t eppe .  A s  f o r m e ,  I am t h e  same a s  usua l .  I bow 
r e s i g n e d l y  t o  t h e  w i l l  of  God and t r y  w i t h  a  b o l d  s p i r i t  
t o  overcome t h e  problems t h a t  I faced.  I f  s u c c e s s  would 
be p o s s i b l e ,  then  t h e  moral t r i a l s ,  d e p r i v a t i o n s  and a l l  
t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  we have pu t  up w i t h  w i l l  have been worth 
t h e  e f f o r t .  But i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s u s t a i n  an unchange- 
ab le  bo ldness  of s p i r i t ,  which up t o  t h i s  t ime h a s n ' t  
l e f t  me a t  a l l  when I am convinced t h a t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  goa l  
of our Embassy, i . e .  conc lud ing  f r i e n d l y  t r e a t i e s  w i t h  t h e  
two Khanates and t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of t h e  r i g h t  t o  s a i l  our  
s h i p s  on t h e  Amu Darya cou ld  n o t  be  a t t a i n e d  by t h o s e  
means which we had been bound t o  adhere  t o .  But my con- 
sc ience  i s  complete ly  c l e a n  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  because  I have 
t r i e d  t o  ach ieve  t h o s e  t h i n g s  t h a t  seemed complete ly  



impossible  and they have t o l d  me t h a t  no one i n  t he  
s i t u a t i o n  we were i n  could have accomplished more. 
Never the less  one expec ts  t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  do not 
recognize our  s e r v i c e  and s t r eng th .  The environs and 
those  who i n t r i g u e  ( s o  many of those  have gone home) 
t r y  t o  e x p l o i t  any case i n  o rde r  t o  c r i t i c i z e ,  b e l i t t l e  
t h e  r e s u l t s  and r a i s e  themselves up i n  t h e i r  own eyes. I 
have a l ready  had a  chance t o  l e a rn  about t h e  world and 
t he  va lue  of things".  

"Nothing w i l l  s u r p r i s e  me i n  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  because 
unfor tuna te ly  we have very  few people who have taken the 
time t o  make a  deeper s tudy  of r e a l i t y  and t o  value tha t  
consc ien t ious  labor .  We have an apprec ia t ion  t h a t  
de r ive s  from our very f i r s t  a cc iden t a l  impression. I am 
s o r r y  t h a t  Butakov d id  no t  want t o  y i e l d  me t he  s a i l o r  
Kovalevski i  ( a s  was hoped i n  Pe te rsburg)  i n  order  not t o  
depr ive  himself  of support  from h i s  uncle i n  Petersburg. 
I wanted very much t o  have him i n  t h e  Embassy. They say 
he  combines mind and a b i l i t y  wi th  an exce l l en t  character.  
Peka r sk i i  w i l l  be i n  Pe t e r sbu rg  and w i l l  give you a l l  the 
d e t a i l s .  He i s  0.k. bu t  he l e t s  h i s  imagination carry 
him away". 

"Although I w i l l  be  upbraided i n  a  ph i losophica l  o r  be t te r  
t o  say  i n  a  ~ h r i s t i a n - w a y  f o r  speaking about my f a i t h ,  I 
o f t e n  t e l l  myself t h a t  it  was s t up id  from my point  of view 
t o  exchange a  q u i e t  and j oy fu l  l i f e  wi th  my family for  
such an ex i s t ence  and continued moving about f o r  no good 
reason.  A l l  t h i s  seemed unsa t i s f ac to ry .  The only resul t  
which awaited me:  t he  love of t he  most precious things in 
l i f e ,  time and h e a l t h ,  and undeserved but  i nev i t ab l e  
f a i l u r e .  There remains f o r  me only t h e  comforting know- 
ledge of my complete debt u n t i l  t he  end and t h a t  I must 
no t  p u l l  back from any k ind  of obs t ac l e s  nor  burdensome 
t r i a l s ,  g u i l t y  t o  t he  w i l l  of God and at tempting t o  give 
f u l l  s e r v i c e  t o  t he  fa ther land" .  

"August 15 i n  t he  country home of Kush'Beg they gave me a  
pa r ty  i n  t he  name of t he  Khan. I a t tended  with a l l  of V 
r e t i nue  and 30 Cossacks from the  convoy. But the  Khivan 
pa r ty  was simply ou ts tanding .  (6) They say t ha t  we a t e  20 
poods of sugar .  A t  4 a.m. I found myself i n  an argument 
wi th  t h r ee  Khivan min i s t e r s  a f t e r  t h e  enter tainment .  
These conf ronta t ions  don' t  do anybody any good. When you 
ge t  Khivan o f f i c i a l s  up aga ins t  t he  wa l l ,  a l l  t h e i r  used 
up reasons and arguments leave them s i l e n t  and they jus t  

(6) Rumors f l o a t e d  about t he  n igh t  before  t ha t  Kush-Beg was going t o  
e n t i c e  us t o  h i s  p lace  f o r  t he  pa r ty ,  surround the  Embassy with h i s  
m i l i t a r y  guards, suddenly disarm us;  then they would murder us as 
they had Bekovich i n  1718. But i f  we d i d n ' t  accept the i nv i t a t i on  
they would consider  us cowards. So we a l l  went with concealed bonded 
weapons. A l l  came of f  peacefu l ly  and t he  Cossacks got a  great  
recept ion  from the  Khivans f o r  t h e i r  s ing ing .  



never come up wi th  any l o g i c a l  p r e sen t a t i on  of f a c t s  and 
conclusions". 

The dinner  se rved  a s  a  p r e t e x t  f o r  cont inuing my conversa- 
tion with t he  Khivans who had been i n s t r u c t e d  t o  ques t ion  me how I 
would improve r e l a t i o n s .  F i n a l l y ,  they announced t he  Khan had 
accepted a l l  my suggest ions f o r  t h e  t r e a t y ,  wi th  t he  except ion of 
permitting sh ips  t o  s a i l  on t h e  Arnu Darya, and agreed t o  my depar- 
ture t o  Bukhara. I answered t h a t  i n  order  t o  render  an account t o  
the Tsar I was bound t o  l e a rn  t h e  reason why t h e  Khan would no t  give 
us permission f o r  f r e e  naviga t ion .  A nega t ive  r ep ly ,  I went on, 
might be taken as  a  s i g n  t h a t  t h e  Khan seeks t he  enmity of powerful 
Russia. 

The Khivans began t o  s e e  t h a t  they could be i n  b i g  t r o u b l e  
i f  they d id  no t  v o l u n t a r i l y  agree t o  my demands. They expla ined  
that they were a f r a i d  of t he  E m i r  of Bukhara and could no t  dare  
permit an agreement about f r e e  naviga t ion  u n t i l  they had got ten  t he  
approval of t he  Emir who s t renuous ly  opposed any Khivan-Russian 
agreement about t he  r i v e r .  The Khivan Khan, they claimed, would 
send a messenger t o  exp l a in  a l l  t h i s  t o  Bukhara but no th ing  could be 
done u n t i l  he re turned .  

When I objec ted ,  they f i n a l l y  o f f e r ed  t o  send a  f u l l y  
accredited o f f i c i a l  wi th  us t o  Bukhara who would be i n s t r u c t e d  t o  
sign a  peace t r e a t y  i n  Bukhara once t h e  E m i r  agreed t o  f r e e  naviga- 
tion. Obviously t h e  appearance of a  Khivan o f f i c i a l  i n  our  r e t i n u e  
in Bukhara would be most inappropr ia te .  Therefore,  I s t rong ly  
opposed t h i s  s t r ange  suggest ion and announced t h a t  I would no t  agree 
to  the conclusion of a  peace t r e a t y  un less  i t  included our r i g h t s  t o  
free navigat ion on t he  Amu Darya. I concluded by reques t ing  t h a t  
the Khan give me a  f i xed  and p o s i t i v e  answer t o  t h i s  quest ion.  

Un t i l  August 21 my demands and explana t ions  caused t he  
Khivan o f f i c i a l s  and t he  Khan t o  waver, leading me t o  be l i eve  t h a t  
I had persuaded them t o  s i gn  my prepared d r a f t  of t he  condi t ions  
which s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  f r e e  naviga t ion  of t he  Amu Darya f o r  our  sh ip s  
would begin i n  1859. Unexpectedly, my proposals  were thrown i n t o  
con£ usion. 

As I wrote t o  my f a the r :  

"1 was s o  c lose  t o  fo r c ing  from the  Khivans an agreement 
accepting a l l  our  proposals  when a rose  suddenly a  new 
problem which f r igh tened  not  only t he  a u t h o r i t i e s  but 
the Khivan popula t ion  and made them renege on the  f r e e  
navigation of our sh ips  on t he  Amu Darya. Butakov too  
openly and without proper precaut ions ca r r i ed  out 
surveys and soundings of t he  r i v e r  and s tup id ly  gave 
asylum on t he  "Perovskii" t o  a  run-away Pers ian  s l ave  
who had escaped from Kungrad. On the  manual l abor  of 
these Pers ian  s l aves  i s  r e a l i z e d  a l l  t he  income, a l l  t he  
wealth of t he  landowners of t h i s  country e spec i a l l y  of 
the most i n f l u e n t i a l  o f f i c i a l s .  I n  t h i s  country of 
exc lus ive ly  landowners these  s l aves  a r e  almost t he  only 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  workers". 
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"The s u c c e s s f u l  escape of one Pe r s i an  taken under our pro- 
t e c t i o n  could s e rve  as  a bad example f o r  t he se  thousands of 
unfor tuna tes  who can not  save themselves by defec t ing  
because of l ack  of w i l l ,  because t h i s  region is  surrounded 
on a l l  s i d e s  by a very  i nhosp i t ab l e  de se r t  which is d i f f i -  
c u l t  t o  c ro s s  f o r  a lone pedes t r i an .  Butakov, i n  view of 
today ' s  excep t iona l  c ircumstances,  d i d  n o t  t h ink  t h a t  one 
person,  a f o r e igne r  t o  us ,  could c r e a t e  such unexpected 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  t h e  Embassy and compromise t he  success of 
our  conversat ions.  But t h e  de fec to r  boarded a Russian 
s h i p ,  by agreement of t h e  Commander, and was drawn by the 
Russian f l a g s ;  t he  d i g n i t y  of t h e  f a the r l and  would no t  
permit Butakov t o  t u r n  him over t o  t h e  Khivan au tho r i t i e s .  
The Khivans demanded t h a t  I su r r ende r  t h e  Pers ian .  I 
re fused  and they  re fused  t o  permit our  sh ip s  f r e e  naviga- 
t i o n  on t he  Amu Darya, c laiming t h a t  i f  they granted tha t  
p r i v i l e g e  we would ca r ry  away a l l  t h e  Pe r s i ans  from them 
because of our  f r i endsh ip  wi th  t he  Shah. I had convinced 
t he  Khivans a l ready  t o  accept  condi t ions  which would be 
advantageous f o r  our  commerce such as  1) lowering the  
t a r i f f  four  t imes from what it had been; 2) equa l iza t ion  of 
t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s  of t h e  r i g h t s  of white  ~ h r i s t i a n  Russians 
with Moslems; 3) permission t o  send t o  Khiva our temporary 
c o m e r c i a l  agent ,  and perhaps out of van i ty  might have con- 
cluded wi th  t h e  Khan a T rea ty  of Fr iendship  more advan- 
tageous t o  us than t he  t r e a t y  of 1841 which was never 
f u l f i l l e d  by t h e  Khivans.(7) 

"Honesty and f e e l i n g s  of debt forced  me t o  conclude t ha t  
t h e  condi t ions  being o f f e r e d  us were no t  worth a diplomatic 
t r e a t y .  I t  would no t  be i n  conformity i n  my opinion t o  the 
s i t u a t i o n  i n  which Russia  found i t s e l f  i n  t h i s  a r ea  of the 
world. I f  I had thought only about rece iv ing  an award or  
even only about p r a i s e  from Headquarters then I could have 
e a s i l y  concluded my s t a y  even e a r l i e r  a s  my predecessor 
(Dani levsk i i )  had done. But I p re f e r r ed  t o  f i g h t  t o  get 
them t o  agree t o  the  main condi t ion ,  t h e  opening of the  Amu 
Darya t o  naviga t ion  by our  sh ips .  I am leav ing  with what I 
a r r i v e d  with.  Let t h a t  remain an open and b a s i c  pre tex t  
f o r  our  a c t i v i t y  next  year .  So our r e l a t i o n s  with Khiva 
a r e  a s  they were before ,  impossible  and humil iat ing.  A t  
l e a s t  t h i s  i s  my persona l  view. I n  Bukhara even l e s s  
success  probably awaits  us because t h e r e  can be no success 
u n t i l  t he  Khan begins t o  a c t  d i f f e r e n t l y .  I t  i s  j u s t  
awful t h a t  i t  takes  18 months t o  c ro s s  back and fo r th  over 
t he  de se r t  and you a r e  l o s ing  precious time i n  your l i f e  
doing t h a t  nego t i a t i ng  with t he  most ignorant  of people, 
i n  r e l a t i o n s  with the  most outrageous government i n  the  

(7) I t  is  amazing t h a t  i n  Khiva when we asked t o  see  a copy of the 
1841 Trea ty  s igned by Dani levsk i i  no t  one s i n g l e  Khivan o f f i c i a l  or  
t r a d e r  had ever  heard of i t!  They do not  know the  contents  of i t  
e i t h e r  although i t  was s igned by t he  Khan. What an amazing s t a t e  of 
af f a i r s .  



whole world.  They s a y  s i n  i s  " f ree" .  God must know a  
b e t t e r  way t o  spend o u r  t ime  which i s  g iven  t o  us n o t  f o r  
t h e  sake o f  humanity b u t  f o r  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  p r e p a r a t i o n  
f o r  a  new form of l i f e .  I conso le  myse l f .  I t h i n k  t h a t  
I w i l l  g e t  through w i t h  unwavering f i r m n e s s  and w i t h  t h e  
hope t h a t  God's a i d  i s  n o t  u s e l e s s  f o r  t h e  soul" .  

On t h e  same day I wro te  my f a t h e r  (August 2 2 ) ,  I r e c e i v e d  
information t h a t  t h e  Emir of Bukhara and h i s  enemy, t h e  Khan o f  
Kokand, s e n t  Seid-Mohammed a  l e t t e r  which adv i sed  him n o t  t o  pe rmi t  
our sh ips  f r e e  n a v i g a t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  avo id  con t inuous  danger  from 
Russia. T h i s  announcement c o n c l u s i v e l y  a f f i r m e d  t h e  Khivan ' s  
decision n o t  t o  a g r e e  t o  a  w r i t t e n  document g u a r a n t e e i n g  f r e e  nav i -  
gation. A t t e s t i n g  t o  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  of overcoming t h i s  opposi-  
t ion by d i p l o m a t i c  means, keep ing  i n  mind t h a t  my f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  was 
to  avoid a  r i f t  w i t h  Khiva,  and r e c o g n i z i n g  t h a t  a  w r i t t e n  document 
would be w o r t h l e s s ,  I c o n s i d e r e d  i t  more i n  conformity  w i t h  t h e  dig- 
n i ty  of Russ ia  t o  r e f u s e  any long-winded f r u i t l e s s  n e g o t i a t i o n s  and 
seek a  quick and, i f  p o s s i b l e ,  p e a c e f u l  d e p a r t u r e  from Khiva. I 
informed Kush-Beg and t h e  V i z i e r  about  my d e c i s i o n .  

Meanwhile, s o  a s  n o t  t o  be  i n  debt  t o  t h e  Khivans f o r  
enter ta inment ,  I gave a  d i n n e r  f o r  a l l  t h e  c h i e f  o f f i c i a l s  and 
advisors of t h e  Khan on August 23. The d i n n e r  was s e t  on t h e  s t o n e  
lined upper t e r r a c e  i n  t h e  garden of o u r  Embassy. A f t e r  d i n n e r  we 
released a  smal l  b a l l o o n  which g r e a t l y  amused t h e  Khivans and was 
considered by t h e  Moslems t o  b e  a  " d e v i l i s h  f l y t h i n g " .  We a l s o  s e t  
off  f i reworks  brought  from Orenberg which e n t e r t a i n e d  everyone 
immensely. The p a r t y  ended w i t h  t h e  exchange of p r e s e n t s  by t h e  
guests,  and i n  f r o n t  of each g u e s t  was p l a c e d  a  s u g a r  l o a f  a s  a  
token of f a r e w e l l .  

We made ready f o r  our  d e p a r t u r e  from Khiva and h i r e d  t h e  
camels. On August 2 4  ,when I had a l r e a d y  gone t o  bed,  t h e  Adju tan t  
of the  Khan appeared on o u r  p remises  w i t h  an i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  me t o  
v i s i t  t h e  Khan immediately f o r  ~ e r s o n a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s .  He r e q u e s t e d  
that  I come a l o n e ,  wi thou t  t h e  r e t i n u e  and w i t h o u t  arms. During our  
stay i n  Khiva, Azbirgen and o t h e r  K i r g h i z  c o n t i n u a l l y  informed us 
about t h e  p l a n s  of t h e  Khan t o  "ex te rmina te  t h e  Russian Miss ion and 
convoy o r  a t  l e a s t  s e i z e  t h e  'Embassy' and ' e n t i c e '  i t  i n t o  t h e  
Palace,  and n o t  l e t  them out  a l i v e  i f  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  ag ree  t o  a l l  
the Khivan demands". Knowing t h e  t r e a c h e r y  and t h e  i g n o r a n t  
savageness of t h e  Khivan r u l e r ,  I n e v e r t h e l e s s  dec ided  t o  d i s r e g a r d  
the pe r sona l  danger i n  o r d e r  t o  prove t o  t h e  Khan t h a t  I was n o t  
a f ra id  of him. I t o l d  t h e  Adju tan t  t h a t  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  ungodly 
hour I would come wi th  my i n t e r p r e t e r  and s e c r e t a r y ,  and would 
appear i n  f u l l  d r e s s  uniform of t h e  p e r s o n a l  s t a f f  of t h e  T s a r  w i t h  
my sword. 

I brought  a  few r e a l l y  rough l o o k i n g ,  i n t r e p i d  Cossacks 
who were ready f o r  any th ing  and c a r r i e d  two loaded r e v o l v e r s  i n  
t h e i r  pockets .  I n  case  of an u n f o r t u n a t e  outcome of t h e  conference 
1 gave Kiu leve in  ( t h e  n e x t  s e n i o r  d i p l o m a t i c  o f f i c i a l )  o r d e r s  plat- 
ing him i n  charge.  To t h e  Chief  of our  convoy, Burenin ,  I gave an 
envelope t o  be opened one hour  a f t e r  my d e p a r t u r e  from our  lodg ings  
which con ta ined  o r d e r s  t o  wake everybody, p r e p a r e  f o r  b a t t l e ,  and 



wai t  t h e  outcome of my n igh t  conference,  and a c t  according t o  the 
o rde r s  we had f o r  sav ing  t h e  ~ i s s i o n  and r e tu rn ing  t o  Russia. 
However, my o rde r s  were no t  t o  be c a r r i e d  out i f  I appeared within 
t h e  hour. 

My th ings ,  family p o r t r a i t s  and money, I moved t o  the safe- 
keeping of my t r u s t e d  s e r v a n t ,  D m i t r i i  Skachkop, who t e a r f u l l y  tried 
t o  convince me no t  t o  t ake  t h e  r i s k  and "not t o  be l ieve  Asiatics who 
wanted t o  ex te rmina te  us and then we w i l l  a l l  disappear". 

The condi t ions  f o r  t h e  conference were no t  a t t r ac t i ve  and 
t he  Khan's Pa lace  t h a t  n i g h t  resembled a  den of robbers.  Near the 
ga t e s  of t h e  Pa lace  protruded two enormous s t akes  upon which were 
impaled t o r t u r e d  v ic t ims  of t h i s  barbarous government t o  scare me 
pe r sona l l y  and t o  i n t im ida t e  my nervous system. The unfortunate 
executed ones were i l l umina t ed  by t h e  glow of a  b i g  bonf i re  and bon- 
f i r e s  of somewhat l e s s  s i z e  were s c a t t e r e d  about t he  courtyard and 
behind t he  ga t e s  up t o  t he  long co r r i do r s  lead ing  t o  t he  inner court 
where t h e  audience was held.  These f i r e s  lit up t he  path and 
revea led  armed war r io r s  i n  t h e i r  t a l l  Turkmen h a t s  posi t ioned along 
t he  whole rou t e  of our  process ion  i n s i d e  t h e  Palace.  

I found t h e  Khan i n  a  small  cour t  s i t t i n g  on a  raised dais 
made of c l ay  and covered wi th  rugs.  He s a t  s o  h igh  up t ha t  I could 
n o t  reach him! A t  h i s  s i d e  s tood  people armed from head t o  toe. My 
conversat ion with t he  Khan was of an extremely sharp and acrimonious 
cha rac t e r  because he announced t h a t  he would not  permit navigation 
of our  sh ip s  on t h e  A m  Darya unless  I agreed t o  a  f r o n t i e r  l ine .  
between Russia  and Khiva on t h e  Emba r i v e r  and t h e  Syr Darya. This 
meant t h a t  I would have t o  recognize t h e  Ust-Urt and t he  Kirghiz and 
Turkmen nomads t o  t he  f r o n t i e r s  of P e r s i a  as  being i n  Khivan 
t e r r i t o r y .  

With i nd igna t i on ,  I opposed t h i s  wi ld  proposal.  The Khan 
i n s o l e n t l y  remarked t h a t  I should be more t r a c t a b l e  and l e s s  aggres- 
s i v e ,  because I was completely i n  h i s  power. I answered with a  cate- 
g o r i c a l  den i a l  and added t h a t  I had many suppor te rs  c lose  t o  the 
Tsar .  No one dared t o  ca r ry  out  t h e  o rde r s  of t he  Khan, and every 
time one of t h e  guards approached, I pu l l ed  my revolver  out of my 
pocket.  The Khan saw t h e  r a i s e d  b a r r e l  of t he  revolver  and noticed 
a  f l a s h  of ind igna t ion  i n  my eyes. I n  conclusion,  I t o l d  the Khan 
t h a t  I saw f u r t h e r  conversa t ions  as  u se l e s s ,  I bowed and taking 
advantage of a l l  t he  commotion, headed f o r  t h e  e x i t  of the  Palace 
where Burenin and t he  o t h e r  Ural Cossacks (who had en te red  the Palace 
on t h e  p r e t e x t  of b r ing ing  i n  my s p e c i a l  cha i r )  stood ready with 
drawn revolvers  i n  order  t o  keep t he  Khan's personal  bodyguard a t  a  
r e spec t ab l e  d i s tance .  

I n  t he  courtyard I heard t he  most t e r r i b l e  cursing in 
Russian and the  hoarse a g i t a t e d  voice of D m i t r i i  who, with two or 
t h r e e  Cossacks, pushed t he  Khivans and Turkmen away from me. 
Threatening with drawn sword and revolver ,  he announced i n  a throaty 
voice t h a t  he would "cut a l l  those Khivan swindlers  i n t o  pieces if 
they would not  permit him t o  get t o  t he  Baron". I t  seemed that  
e a r l i e r  when I had l e f t  our  q u a r t e r s ,  a  g r ea t  uneasiness arose. The 

jun ior  o f f i c e r s  armed themselves, saddled t h e i r  horses  and began t o  



ask ~ u r e n i n  t o  lead them t o  rescue  me. The Chief of t h e  Convoy 
agreed t o  permit D m i t r i i ,  wi th  fou r  o r  f i v e  of t he  most a rdent  and 
loyal of my Cossacks, t o  go. Having l e f t  t h e i r  horses  a t  t h e  ga t e  
with two Cossacks, they f u r i o u s l y  b u r s t  i n t o  t h e  fenced i n  a r ea  and 
raised a  t e r r i f i c  t u rmo i l ,  pushing back a l l  t h e  Khivans who got i n  
their way. 

The a f f a i r  could have turned out  extremely badly i f  my 
audience with t h e  Khan had continued. We f i n a l l y  managed t o  get  
into the dark co r r i do r  of t h e  Pa lace  and t h e  Cossacks gave a  loud 
shout, "Huzzah", express ing  t h e i r  happiness  a t  see ing  me unharmed. 
We managed t o  get  on our  horses  and r e t u r n  home. 

A t  s u n r i s e ,  Divan-Beg appeared as  i f  no th ing  had happened 
and attempted t o  expla in  t h a t  every th ing  t h a t  had taken p lace  dur ing  
the night was a  misunderstanding of t h e  worst s o r t .  He announced 
that the  Khan would l e t  us depar t  peace fu l l y  and without  delay. On 
August 25, the Khan s e n t  me p re sen t s  f o r  t h e  Tsar  and gran ted  a  fa re -  
well audience t h a t  very same day i n  t h e  evening. Not ic ing  t h a t  t h e  
Khan's l e t t e r  was s ea l ed ,  I asked a  Khivan o f f i c i a l  f o r  a  copy. 

You can imagine my s u r p r i s e  and ind igna t ion  when having 
waited i n  vain a l l  day f o r  an i n v i t a t i o n  t o  v i s i t  t he  Khan, I 
finally learned t h a t  i n  order  t o  avoid an unpleasant scene and t he  
necessity t o  give me a p o s i t i v e  answer about t h e  ques t ion  of f r e e  
navigation, he had l e f t  f o r  h i s  country pa lace  i n s t r u c t i n g  one of 
his o f f i c i a l s  t o  b id  me fa rewel l .  I wrote a  r a t h e r  c u r t  no te  t o  
Kush-Beg demanding a  p o s i t i v e  answer from t h e  Khan on my proposal  
and a  copy of h i s  l e t t e r . ( 8 )  

On August 26, about 1 p.m., Divan-Beg came and announced 
that he d id  not  dare d e l i v e r  my l e t t e r  t o  t he  Khan. Having 
received news t h a t  t he  Khan had re turned  t o  Khiva inconspicuously,  I 
immediately sen t  t he  Sec re t a ry  and I n t e r p r e t e r  d i r e c t l y  t o  t he  
Palace i n  order  t o  ge t  a  copy of t h e  Khan's l e t t e r  t o  t he  Tsar .  
Taken by su rp r i s e  by t he  appearance of my emissar ies ,  Kush-Beg (9) 
was forced t o  rece ive  Kiulevein,  my Sec re t a ry ,  and explained t h a t  
the Khan did not  want t o  give me a s p e c i a l  fa rewel l  audience alone 
because t he  Khivan emissary,  Fazi1'-Khodzhei, was no t  received by 
the Tsar i n  S t .  Pe te rsburg  more than one time. Concerning obtain-  
ing a  copy of t he  Khan's l e t t e r ,  I was informed t h a t  i t  was no t  t he  
custom i n  Khiva and t h a t  ~ a z i 1 ' - ~ h o d z h e i  was not  given a  copy of t h e  
Tsar's l e t t e r  t o  t he  Khan i n  S t .  Petersburg.  Kush-Beg added t h a t  
the recent ly s en t  l e t t e r  t o  me contained i n  b r i e f  a  r e p e t i t i o n  of 
a l l  tha t  was known t o  me; t h a t  t he  Khan could no t  agree t o  f r e e  
navigation f o r  Russian sh ip s  i n  t h e  Amu Darya u n t i l  Russia f i n a l l y  
recognized t he  border  between h e r  lands and Khiva. 

(8) Maybe we wouldn't  s ign  a  t r e a t y  nor  conclude formal condit ions 
but an answer of some kind had t o  be given t h e  Russian Ambassador. 

(9 )  Kush-Beg l ived  a t  t he  Palace was an extremely c l eve r  and f i e r c e  
Uzbek. He s landered t he  V i z i e r ,  who wan favorable  t o  Russia.  
K u s h - ~ e ~  was beginning t o  run a l l  t he  a f f a i r s  of t he  country. 



I f e l t  t h a t  my a f f a i r s  i n  Khiva were ended, e spec ia l ly  
s i n c e  t h e  g o a l  of our  e x p e d i t i o n  had been achieved by the  careful 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  Amu Darya. The s i g n i n g  of  a  Peace Treaty with 
such an i g n o r a n t  and i l l - w i l l e d  r u l e r  a s  Seid-Mohammed would have 
been incompat ib le  w i t h  t h e  d i g n i t y  of Russ ia  because i t  did  not 
s e c u r e  f u l l  use  of t h e  commercial advantages  which should have been 
g r a n t e d  i n  w r i t i n g .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I dec ided  n o t  t o  beg t h e  Khan for a 
f i n a l  aud ience  b u t  s imply d e p a r t e d  Khiva on August 28, d i rec t ing  the 
Embassy th rough  t h e  town of  Khanki t o  t h e  Amu Darya, cross ing the 
r i v e r  and c o n t i n u i n g  on t o  Bukhara a long  t h e  r i g h t  bank of the  Amu 
Darya w h i l e  n o t  paying any a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  and 
h o s t i l e  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  Khivans. 

From t h e  bank of t h e  Amu Darya j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  crossover 
a t  Khanki, on September 2 ,  I d i s p a t c h e d  t h e  o f f i c i a l  news with two 
K i r g h i z  messengers t o  Governor General  Ka ten in  a t  F o r t  #1 on the 
Syr  Darya. I r e p o r t e d  my d e p a r t u r e  f o r  Bukhara i n  t h e  l a s t  l e t t e r  
t o  my f a t h e r  from t h e  Khivan Khanate: 

"Doctor P e k a r s k i i  l e f t  Khiva on August 30. I n  two months 
t ime you w i l l  s e e  him and you w i l l  be  a b l e  t o  ge t  a l l  the  
d e t a i l s  of what h a s  happened h e r e  i n  t h e  l a s t  31 months. 
I n  o r d e r  t o  avo id  an e x p l a n a t i o n  w i t h  me and t o  give  me a  
p o s i t i v e  and i n t e l l i g e n t  answer on my s t r o n g  i n s i s t e n c e  
about  t h e  f r e e  n a v i g a t i o n ,  t h e  Khan became a f r a i d  t o  give 
me a  f a r e w e l l  audience and I s imply rode ou t  of town. 
Not want ing from my s i d e  t o  be s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  such a  
document which would n o t  have been a c c e p t a b l e  t o  Russian 
i n t e r e s t s ,  I decided t o  d e p a r t  Khiva,  August 31, f o r  
Bukhara. The Khivans,  a f r a i d  t h a t  they  might have t o  pay 
f o r  such a  change around ( n o t  s i g n i n g  a  T r e a t y ) ,  in tend 
t o  send t o  R u s s i a  a  new Embassy which w i l l  be  i n s t r u c t e d  
t o  accep t  a l l  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  made by me wi thou t  except ion.  
F i n a l l y  I d i d  n o t  ach ieve  t h e  d e s i r e d  r e s u l t  i n  my 
n e g o t i a t i o n s  and I am f a r  from s a t i s f i e d  wi th  t h e  lament- 
a b l e  conc lus ion  of my p a i n f u l  v i s i t  t o  Khiva bu t  I am 
convinced t h a t  I a c t e d  i n  good consc ience  and honesty  and 
t h a t  a  b e t t e r  end ing  could n o t  have been achieved without 
concess ions  which would have r i s k e d  lowering t h e  d i g n i t y  
of Russ ia  i n  t h e  eyes  of t h e  A s i a t i c s .  Yesterday,  
September 1, we a r r i v e d  i n  Khanki where,  a s  a  s i g n  of my 
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Khan, I r e f u s e d  t h e  f a r e w e l l  
banquet  p repared  f o r  us i n  t h e  name of t h e  Khan and d id  
n o t  go i n t o  town, b u t  went r i g h t  p a s t  it t o  t h e  bank of 
t h e  Amu Darya where we had s e t  up our  bivouac. Today 
e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning we began our  d i f f i c u l t  c r o s s i n g  t o  the 
l e f t  bank. I d o n ' t  expec t  any th ing  good t o  happen i n  
Bukhara.. . Thank God I am h e a l t h y  because a t  t h i s  time 
h e r e  t h e r e  i s  an ou tb reak  of i n t e r m i t t e n t  f e v e r  and 
typho id  f e v e r .  We have a  few i n  t h e  convoy. Each morning 
we have been f o r c e d  t o  f e e d  our  detachment qu in ine  crusts" .  

I n  my r e p o r t  from Khiva t o  t h e  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  A s i a t i c  
Department Kova levsk i i ,  I wrote:  

"The Khivans,  under t h e  p r e t e x t  t h a t  they  want Russia  t o  



have f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  them want permission t o  
send an Embassy t o  Russia  t o  determine t h e  border  between 
Russia and Khiva along t he  Syr Darya and Emba r i v e r s  and 
t o  b r ing  back t o  Khiva a  l a rge  number of a r t i s a n s  and 
mechanics t o  i n s t r u c t  t h e  Khivans i n  var ious  t r a d e s  and 
hand ic r a f t s  and even f o r  t he  cons t ruc t ion  of a  s h i p  on 
the Amu Darya. As a  t r a d e  o f f  t h e  Embassy w i l l  convey 
hopefully t he  Khan's agreement f o r  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  of t h e  
above mentioned condi t ions :  t he  f r e e  naviga t ion  of our 
sh ips  on t he  Amu Darya and t he  permanent s t a t i o n i n g  of 
our commercial agent i n  Khiva. Darga has been appointed 
the  Khivan emissary. He i s  an i n f l u e n t i a l ,  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  
c lever  and devious man who has enormous inf luence  and an 
advantageous p o s i t i o n  and i s  d i s t i ngu i shed  from a l l  t he  
o ther  Uzbeks by h i s  p l ea san t  manner and c i v i l i t y .  He 
occupies t he  second h ighes t  p o s i t i o n  among Khivan 
o f f i c i a l s .  Darga was t h e  one i n  charge of our  s t a y  i n  
Kungrad u n t i l  our  depar ture  f o r  Khiva and then was 
appointed t o  forward our  s i c k  people t o  t he  "Perovskii"". 

"In s p i t e  of t he  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  Khivan Embassy t o  Russia  
w i l l  be more important than  any previous one, s t i l l  I 
would advise no t  pe rmi t t i ng  Darga f a r t h e r  than  Orenberg 
i n  order  t o  show the  Khivans t h a t  we w i l l  never  t o l e r a t e  
t h e i r  dar ing  t o  r e fu se  us o r  r a i s i n g  ques t ions  about 
expanding t h e i r  borders  t o  our account.  I n  such a  c i r -  
cumstance it would be incumbent t o  announce t o  t he  Khivan 
emissary i n  Orenberg o r  s t i l l  b e t t e r  i n  For t  h1 t h a t  no t  
one Khivan Embassy w i l l  be accepted by t he  Tsar  u n t i l  t he  
Khivans prove t h a t  they know how t o  app rec i a t e  t he  send- 
ing  t o  them of a  Russian agent by t he  p r e sen t a t i on  t o  the  
Tsar  of a  w r i t t e n  agreement from the  Khan without  
temporizing a f t e r  t he  f ac t " .  



C H A P T E R  I V  

{The Amu Darya was t h e  key waterway i n  t h e  Bukharan 
Emirate ,  t he  second khanate  v i s i t e d  by Igna t i ev .  However, the  
Bukharans had no access  on t h e  Aral  Sea. They had t o  t raverse  the 
i nhosp i t ab l e ,  h o s t i l e  Khivan Khanate i f  they wanted t o  reach the Aral 
Sea, t h e  s h o r t e s t  pos s ib l e  rou t e  t o  European Russia.  The c i t y  of 
Bckhara was se rved  by t h e  Amu Darya. S imi l a r  t o  Khiva no steam navi- 
ga t ion  appeared on t h e  Bukharan p a r t  of t h e  r i v e r ,  e i t h e r .  Bukhara 
being 250 mi les  up r i v e r  south of Khiva was even more inaccessible  
from European Russia  than Khiva and was even more of a  c losed society. 
On t he  o t h e r  hand i t  lay c l o s e r  t o  B r i t i s h  I n d i a  v i a  Afghanistan and 
B r i t i s h  economic i n t e r e s t  was much more i n  evidence than i n  Khiva. 

When I g n a t i e v ' s  Embassy en t e r ed  Bukhara t he  Emir was 
involved i n  a  war wi th  a  t h i r d  khanate ,  Kokand, loca ted  i n  t he  
Ferghana Valley. The E m i r  was no t  i n  t h e  country t o  welcome Ignatiev. 
However, i n s t e a d  of s ee ing  t h e  Russians 2s enemies they were welcomed 
as  a l l i e s  i n  Bukhara's s t r u g g l e  wi th  Kokand as  we l l  as t he  secre t  
undeclared war wi th  Khiva. None of t he se  f a c t s  I gna t i ev  was aware of 
before  he reached Bukhara. 

Because t he  E m i r  was no t  i n  t h e  country Igna t i ev ' s  Embassy 
was kept  under house s u r v e i l l a n c e  i n  t he  c i t y  of Bukhara f o r  three 
weeks. Upon the  Emir 's r e t u r n  Igna t i ev  rece ived  an audience but he 
d id  no t  get  a  w r i t t e n  peace t r e a t y .  On the  o the r  hand the  E m i r  would 
permit t he  "Perovskii" t o  conre up from the  Aral  Sea f o r  t r ade  pur- 
poses on a  t r i a l  b a s i s .  Thus Bukhara's c losed soc i e ty  would be 
opened by "gunboat diplomacy". 

On October 31 I g n a t i e v  was permi t ted  t o  leave f o r  the  
r e tu rn  journey t o  Russia.  H i s  r e t u r n  rou t e  would s t e e r  c l e a r  of the 
Amu Darya and Khiva. The E m i r  d ispatched h i s  personal  ambassador t o  
be r e s iden t  i n  S t .  Pe te rsburg  who was t o  accompany Igna t i ev  home. 
This  gave Igna t i ev  insurance f o r  h i s  t r e k  through the  de se r t .  Also 
Igna t i ev  got  t he  E m i r  t o  permit him t o  r e t u r n  t he  Bukharan diplomat 
by steamer on t he  Amu Darya t h e  next  year .  This  precedent Ignat iev 
hoped would l e g a l i z e  Russian naviga t ion  on t he  Amu Darya. That t h i s  
never  happened was no t  I g n a t i e v ' s  f a u l t .  

Nei ther  i n  Khiva o r  Bukhara was a  t r e a t y  s igned by 
Igna t i ev ) .  



On the  eve of our  depar ture  from Khiva, I sen t  a r epo r t  t o  
Kovalevskii summarizing t h e  even t s  and circumstances of our  so journ  
in Khiva. I d e t a i l e d  t h e  problems of t h e  Embassy's r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  
the F l o t i l l a  and wi th  Butakov i n  General;  informed him of problems 
with the damaged g i f t s ;  d i scussed  our s i c k  personnel  and t h e i r  t rans-  
port and described t he  s i t u a t i o n  c r ea t ed  by t h e  runaway Pe r s i an  
slave. My r epo r t  a l s o  touched upon naviga t ion  p o t e n t i a l s .  

I a l s o  wanted t o  expla in  t he  a c t u a l  meaning of t h e  diplo-  
matic t r e a t i e s  which t h e  Minis t ry  of Foreign A f f a i r s  had approved i n  
vain (1841) and wrote: 

"The Treaty concluded by Dani levesk i i  i n  1841 was a 
p o l i t i c a l  b l u f f  because t h e  t r e a t y  i n  Khiva d id  no t  have 
a European s ign i f i c ance .  It was never  observed and was 
p r a c t i c a l l y  unknown i n  Khiva. I f  you want, t h e  concessions 
forced on t he  Khivans i n  t h e  presen t  time could be con- 
s idered  incomparably more important and r e a l i s t i c  than 
those which were made i n  1841. It wouldn't do any good t o  
conclude a d ip lomat ic  t r e a t y  without  t he  r i g h t  of f r e e  nav- 
i ga t i on  on t he  Amu Darya i n  o rde r  t o  presen t  t o  t h e  Minis t ry  
of Foreign Af fa i r s  a s c r ap  of paper a t tached  t o  t h e  Khan's 
s e a l  without any s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  us because of t he  absence 
of a guarantee of f u l f i l l m e n t .  I hope Your Excel lency w i l l  
not censure me. Maybe i n  Pe te rsburg  they w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  I 
e r red  i n  these  a c t i v i t i e s  but  I remain convinced t h a t  we 
entered i n  good conscience, cons i s t en t  wi th  a f e e l i n g  of 
t r u s t ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  my mind we d id  no t  chase a f t e r  tawdry 
resu l t s" .  

Despi te  t he  f a c t  t h a t  a l l  our information from Bukhara was 
ind i rec t ,  word reached me t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Bukhara would not be 
favorable, and t h a t  t he  E m i r  of Bukhara opposed f r e e  naviga t ion  on 
the Amu Darya. Under these  condi t ions  i t  was necessary t o  make 
inquir ies  about t he  a c t u a l  s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  i n  Bukhara and how we 
would be received. I t  was r a t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  t o  achieve t h i s  because 
the Khivans watched over us v i g i l a n t l y  and took measures t o  block 
direct  r e l a t i o n s  between us and Bukhara. Through t h e  merchant, 
Panfilov, and two o the r  Kirghiz  I found s e v e r a l  e f f i c i e n t  Kirghiz  
who were loya l  t o  Russia  and who were not  viewed susp ic ious ly  by t h e  
Khivans. I sen t  them t o  Bukhara wi th  my o f f i c i a l ,  con f iden t i a l  and 
personal l e t t e r s  t o  t he  V iz i e r  i n  Bukhara, Tokhsab-Mirze-Aziza. 

The Kirghiz  were i n s t r u c t e d ,  ae I t o l d  Tokhsab i n  a 
personal l e t t e r ,  t o  presen t  our  views and descr ibe  our  a c t i v i t y  i n  
Khiva. We d isc losed  t he  i n t r i g u e s  of t he  Khivans t r y i n g  t o  make t he  
point t h a t  susp ic ion  and f e a r  were not  good reasons f o r  r e fu s ing  t he  
right of f r e e  naviga t ion .  

Soon a f t e r  t he  a r r i v a l  of my emissar ies ,  Tokhsab answered 
me i n  a very caut ious fash ion  and announced t h a t  t he  E m i r  i n s t r u c t e d  
him t o  i n v i t e  me formally t o  Bukhara. This  answer was sen t  by an 
ind i rec t  rou te  and a r r i v e d  when I a l ready  wae on Bukharan lands. But 
our messengers had time t o  r e tu rn  f i r s t  by t he  d i r e c t  r ou t e  t o  Khiva 
and they t o l d  me about t he  p o l i t e  recept ion  Nas ru l l a  gave them i n  



Bukhara and t h a t  they  had r e l a t e d  t o  him a l l  t he  necessary infoma- 
t i on .  This  s t rengthened  me i n  s p i t e  of t h e  obs t ac l e s  and treacherous 
t r i c k s  of t h e  Khivans. We would go from Khiva t o  Bukhara on a  route 
never  be fo re  t r a v e l l e d  upon by Europeans. 

Of our  journey through Bukhara, I wrote my f a the r :  

"For 22  days I haven ' t  w r i t t e n  you nor  even taken my pen 
i n t o  my hand so  many th ings  have been going on. But we 
made t he  d i f f i c u l t  march and dur ing  t h e  s t ops  I had time 
only t o  r e s t ,  i n  o rde r  t o  be i n  good shape every day 
because day a f t e r  day, without  a  day 's  r e s t  we went fo r  
e i g h t  o r  n ine  hours  on horseback. As soon as  we entered 
i n t o  t he  Bukharan Khanate I had more l e i s u r e  time because 
t h e  dangers t h a t  had t h r ea t ened  t h e  caravan were over. 
Now I was surrounded wi th  Bukharans who never  took t h e i r  
eyes from me, observing every move I made s o  t h a t  it was 
impossible  t o  ge t  a  moment alone". 

"Repeatedly I have had t h e  chance t o  be convinced what the 
s t r e n g t h  of t h e  s o u l  can a t t a i n  even i n  a  weak and s ick  
body. I dare t o  t h ink  t h a t  t h i s  t ime t h e  experience was 
f u l l e r  and more succes s fu l  than ever .  I had a  t e r r i b l e  
s o r e  i n  my l e f t  l e g  which made i t  hard f o r  me t o  s i t  com- 
f o r t a b l y  i n  t he  saddle  f o r  more than an hour. I had 
t r a v e l l e d  on horseback more than  300 mi l e s ,  without a  day 
o f f ,  no t  pe rmi t t i ng  myself,  a s  an example t o  t he  o thers ,  
t o  s i t  f o r  even a  minute i n  t he  t a r a n t a s s  which my horse 
pu l led .  A l a rge  number of s i c k  and weak who had been 
cured during t he  expedi t ion  ( a t  f i r s t  t h e r e  were not  l e s s  
than  16 t o  20  every day) made it necessary f o r  me t o  give 
my t a r a n t a s s  t o  them a s  we l l  as  two government c a r t s  i n  
which with g r ea t  d i f f i c u l t y  we had dragged those s i ck  who 
d id  no t  have t he  s t r e n g t h  t o  wi ths tand  t h e  movement of 
t he  horse  o r  camel. I s eve re ly  forbade t he  hea l thy  and 
those  ha l f - s i ck ,  who could s t i l l  r i d e  horseback, t o  make 
use of the  c a r t s  o r  e l s e  s i t  i n  them temporari ly .  I n  
order  t o  s e t  an example, I had t he  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  t he  o rde r s  i n  case of a  p r ed i c t ed  a t t a ck  on us 
by t he  Turkmen. During t he  whole march I rode a t  t he  
head of t he  convoy. T rave l l i ng  across  t he  Ust-Urt which 
prev ious ly  had s o  t e r r i f i e d  t he  Orenbergers was a  pleasant  
s t r o l l  l i k e  an ou t ing  i n  t he  S t .  Pe te rsburg  suburbs i n  
comparison with our  awful t r i p  on t h e  Amu Darya and the 
j u s t  completed t r e k  from Khiva t o  Bukhara, s o  hard but 
which l u c k i l y  ended on a  favorab le  note .  We remembered 
wi th  s a t i s f a c t i o n  about our  Kirghiz  s teppe and t he  high 
p l a t eau  of the  Ust-Urt which can t e r r i f y  only those  who 
had never  come out on t he  f lowering p a r t  of our s teppe.  
Everything on t he  e a r t h  has a  r e l a t i v e  s i gn i f i c ance  i n  
comparison with o the r  sub j ec t s .  Already i n  ~ h i v a  they were 
p r ed i c t i ng  t h a t  t he  Turkmen would a t t a c k  us when we 
a r r i ved  a t  t he  Bukharan f r o n t i e r .  The f e r ry ing  across  the 
Amu Darya was extremely d i f f i c u l t  and took two whole days. 
A t  t he  time of our  f i r s t  marches e v i l  rumors were received 
as i f  a  confirmation. On the  one hand, we heard t h a t  
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t he  Khivan Khan ordered an Honor Guard, which was t o  
accompany us,  t o  a t t a c k  us s e c r e t l y  t oge the r  with 300 
Chaudury (Turkmen who were j u s t  v i s i t i n g  t h e  Khanate),  
who were t o  be t a l k e d  i n t o  pursuing us f o r  t h e  sake 
of plundering our  caravan. On t h e  o the r  hand t h e  
r ebe l l i ous  Ki rghiz  l e ade r  Dzhan-Khodzha had t o  come 
from the  Kizyl-Kum i n  o rde r  t o  a t t a c k  t h e  Embassy i n  
view of a  guarantee aga in s t  detachments of our  t roops  
which have been pursuing him. Only one t h i n g  was su re ,  
t he  rou te  t o  Bukhara was no t  s ecu re ,  robber  bands of 
nomads p i l l a g e d  t r a d e  caravans. Two of them were 
at tacked by Turkmen t r i b e s  j u s t  a r r i v i n g  from Merv 
r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of our  p o s i t i o n  and t h e i r  camel d r i v e r s  
who survived t h e  a t t a c k  met up wi th  us and depic ted  
the  r e a l  o r  un rea l  dangers t h a t  th rea tened  us and 
thereby d is turbed  our  Kirghiz .  The Khivans d id  not  
hide t h e i r  bad d i s p o s i t i o n  toward t h e  Embassy, made 
s l y  remarks r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of our  people t h a t  they 
were su rp r i s ed  t h a t  t he  Khan had been so  s t u p i d  as t o  
l e t  out of h i s  hands a  Russian caravan car ry ing  a  l o t  
of money and r i c h  p r e sen t s  f o r  t he  E m i r  of Bukhara 
which he could have appropr ia ted  f o r  himself .  A t  t he  
time of our  march, many f a l s e  alarms were r a i s e d ,  and 
each time we were ready t o  go i n t o  b a t t l e .  I n  order  
t o  remove susp ic ion  from himself t h e  Khivan Khan twice 
sen t  messengers t o  overtake us ,  and t e l l  Mint-Basha, 
t he  chief  of t he  convoy, t h a t  t he  Turkmen were making 
prepara t ions  t o  a t t a c k  us. The Governor of Chardzhoi 
sen t  me news t h a t  s e v e r a l  bands of Turkmen had crossed 
over t o  t he  l e f t  bank of t he  Amu Darya f o r  p i l l a g e  and 
were loca ted  on t h e  same rou t e  on which we were t r a v e l -  
l ing .  The Khivan Commander of t h e  convoy, Mint-Basha, 
t r i e d  every way he could t o  prove t o  me t h a t  we were 
surrounded by dangers but t h a t  he would do everything 
i n  h i s  power t o  p r o t e c t  us. P l ac ing  a l l  hope i n  t he  
Almighty and suspec t ing  t h a t  a l l  of t h i s  was j u s t  a  
Khivan " t r i ck"  which was meant t o  embarrass and bewilder  
me, and fo r ce  me t o  take  a  more c i r c u i t o u s ,  but  l e s s  
dangerous rou te  i n  order  t h a t  we no t  fol low along t he  
Amu Darya t o  Bukhara, (1) I s t r i c t l y  adhered t o  my 
o r i g i n a l  rou te .  The rumors only forced me t o  march, 
however, wi th  extreme caut ion and wi th  f u l l  m i l i t a r y  
s e c u r i t y  as  we would go through enemy t e r r i t o r y .  I 
spread out my t r a v e l l e r s  and he ld  t h e  convoy under my 
own personal  command s o  t h a t  a t  a  time of danger I 
would be ab le  t o  i s sue  t he  orders  f o r  defense aga ins t  
the  horsemen of t he  s teppe.  We only t r a v e l l e d  i n  day- 
l i g h t ,  but  a t  n igh t  we s e t  up t he  square a t  bivouac 
always seeking a  good p lace  f o r  defense. We s t a r t e d  
out usua l ly  not  l a t e r  than 6 a.m. and stopped f o r  

(1) No European had ever  been on t h a t  s ec t i on  of t he  Amu Darya. 
Igna t iev  wanted t o  do h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  work f o r  t he  fu tu r e  here  
and t he  Khivans d idn ' t  want him the re  a t  a l l .  
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bivouac a t  3, 4 o r  even 5 p.m. ; t he  key t o  s topping  was a 
s u i t a b l e  l oca t i on  f o r  defense and a water ing  hole .  The 
Kirghiz  served us a s  scouts  and I s e n t  them f a r  ahead of 
us a s  we l l  as  on t h e  f l anks  of t h e  caravan. Our camels 
u sua l l y  walked i n  fou r  p a r a l l e l  columns i n  c lo se  formation 
which obviously slowed down the  movement of t h e  caravan 
but  made i t  pos s ib l e  a t  t h e  f i r s t  s i g n  of danger t o  s e t  
up t he  camels i n  t he  square f o r  t h e  b e s t  defense of t he  
caravan. The convoy followed i n  c lo se  o rde r ,  covering 
t he  caravan from t h a t  s i d e  which a t  any given moment we 
could expect a sudden appearance of t h e  enemy. A t  
bivouac t he  t e n t s '  p o s i t i o n  was i n  a fou r  cornered forma- 
t i o n  ( a  square) while  f u r t h e r  o f f  our  heavy bundles and 
packages were loca ted .  The horses  spent  t h e  n igh t  a t  the  
t e t h e r i n g  post  i n  t he  middle of t h e  square.  I n  order  t o  
make t he  horses  according t o  a w h i s t l e  h u s t l e  i n t o  t he  
square,  and not  r ace  out i n t o  t h e  s t eppe ,  I i n s i s t e d ,  
from our very f i r s t  marches t o  t h e  Emba, t h a t  they could 
only be fed o a t s  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t he  square.  A s p e c i a l  
wh i s t l e  s i g n a l l e d  them e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h i s .  The horses  
became s o  accustomed t o  t h i s  sound t h a t  hea r ing  it they 
gal loped headlong i n t o  t he  cen t e r  of t he  square.  

"The four  s e n t r i e s  on t h e  f l anks  and t h e  p i cke t  of t he  
K i r g h i ~  convoy loca ted  f u r t h e r  ahead, i n  a s u i t a b l e  posi- 
t i o n  f o r  observing t he  approaches t o  t he  caravan, gave us 
enough p r o t e c t  i on - so  t h a t -  we could spend t he  n igh t  peace- 
f u l l y .  Only once d id  Turkmen appear ,  and we got  away 
from them by using f i re -c rackers  (" the d e v i l ' s  f i r e " ) .  Up 
t o  t h a t  time they had never seen them so  t h i s  made a long 
l a s t i n g  impression on them and we i n  f r i e n d l y  fashion 
parted.  We had s o  wel l  prepared our  defenses and t he  
morale of t he  convoy was so  high t h a t  I must confess 
almost b a l e f u l l y  t h a t  we would have welcomed ( t o  t a l k  
about i t  i n  l a t e r  years )  a r e a l  Turkmen a t t a c k  which we 
would have r epe l l ed ,  I am su re ,  wi th  honor because of 
t he  s p i r i t  we a l l  posseesed a t  t he  time. Actual ly we 
engaged i n  skirmishes openly wi th  t h e  Turkmen wi th  
weapons i n  our hands; these  inc ident8  we p re f e r r ed  t o  our 
v i s i t s  i n  Khiva and Bukhara where we were under t he  con- 
t r o l  of such h o s t i l e ,  devioue and unconecionable people. 
Three hundred Chaudury (Turkmen) were i n c i t e d  by t he  
Khivan Khan, Seid-Mohammed, t o  h u r l  themselves on us with 
t he  goal of p i l l a g i n g  us. But l e a rn ing  through scou t s ,  
who were formerly i n  our Khivan convoy, about our  v ig i -  
l ance ,  about our s t e a d f a s t  observance of m i l i t a r y  precau- 
t i o n s  a l s o  about our arme ( j u s t  before  our  depar ture  from 
Khiva I d e l i b e r a t e l y  demonetrated t o  t he  Khivans the  
exce l l en t  markemanship of our revolvers  which they had 
known nothing about) and t he  d i s t ance  our  rocke ts  would 
f i r e  (on t he  t h i r d  march a f t e r  c ross ing  t he  Amu Darya, 1, 
under t he  p r e t ex t  of an inepec t ion ,  t o  make sure  t he  
rockets  had not  become damp, ordered two of them f i r e d ) ,  
t he  Turkmen decided not  t o  foo l  with ue but  t o  a t t a ck  



the peaceful  a u l s  (2) of t h e  ~ i r g h i z  ( they  considered them 
c i t i z e n s  of t h e  Khan) s o  t h a t  they would no t  r e t u r n  home 
empty-handed from t h e i r  roaming. They were a f r a i d  of 
a t tack ing  us because we possessed such unknown, t e r r i b l e  
weapons t o  them. I can not  p r a i s e  enough t h e  morale and 
loya l ty  of my l i t t l e  detachment. We crossed t h e  Amu 
Darya wi th  a  t h i r d  of our convoy s i c k  o r  extremely weak 
because of t he  f eve r  which people ge t  t h e  f i r s t  t ime they 
en t e r  i n t o  t h i s  i nhosp i t ab l e  reg ion  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  f a l l .  
Despite t h e  typhus, d e s p i t e  t he  d i f f i c u l t i e s  on t h e  rou t e  
and t he  s e n t r y  duty,  t h e  unbearable hea t  i n  t h e  day and 
the  coolness of n i g h t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  need t o  be con t inua l l y  
on our guard i n  expec t a t i on  of an unlooked-for a t t a c k  and 
the  need t o  be aware of our  unfavorable Khivan convoy, we 
were s t i l l  con t inua l l y  gay and bold of s p i r i t .  I i n s i s -  
t ed  t h a t  our b a l l a d e e r s  s i n g  con t inua l l y  during t he  march. 
I conversed and joked wi th  t h e  j un io r  o f f i c e r s  t o  b u i l d  
up t h e i r  s p i r i t s .  I gave them t e a  breaks twice a  day i n  
order  t o  arouse t h e i r  s p i r i t s .  Very l i t t l e  vodka 
remained and could be used only i n  ex t r ao rd ina ry  
circumstances". 

"On September 12, we crossed t he  f r o n t i e r  i n t o  Bukhara 
t e r r i t o r y  a t  Kuke r t l i  and b id  f a r ewe l l  t o  t he  Khivans bu t  
not u n t i l  September 16 d id  we meet any human se t t l emen t s .  
Af te r  our  c ro s s ing  of t h e  Amu Darya we h a l t e d  only once 
during t he  day on September 15 because t he  evening 
before I rece ived  a  very p o l i t e  l e t t e r  from Tokhsab 
( r e a l l y  t he  V iz i e r  because he  administered fo r e ign  
a f f a i r s  and f i nances ) ,  who i n  answering t h e  no te  which 
was sen t  from the  Amu Darya about my expected quick a r r i -  
v a l ,  expressed h i s  d e s i r e  t o  become acquainted with me t o  
carry out any s p e c i a l  d e s i r e  I might have, but  he begged 
me t o  slow down t h e  movement of our  caravan i n  o rde r  t h a t  
we do not reach Karakul province before he had had time 
t o  inform me of t he  d i r e c t  rep ly  from the  Emir t o  whom he 
had sen t  my l e t t e r  by messenger. Having a r r i v e d ,  i n  
s p i t e  of a l l  t he  war iness ,  I was met and led  by deput ies  
who had been sen t  by t h e  Commanders of t he  nea re s t  
Bukharan f o r t i f i e d  towns, Ust and Chardzhoi ( t h e  former 
on t he  r i g h t  bank, t h e  l a t t e r  on t he  l e f t  bank of t he  
Amu Darya). On the  l a s t  march t he  Commander, h imse l f ,  of 
Ust'met me and welcomed me wi th  honors ( i n  A s i a t i c  
fash ion) ,  e n t e r t a i n i n g  us wi th  an exh ib i t i on  of c l eve r  
horse r i d i n g  along with wild music and o f f e r i n g  us a l l  an 
exce l len t  r epas t  a t  t he  bivouac". 

"Not u n t i l  September 17 did we leave t he  banks of t he  Amu 
Darya and e n t e r  t he  sand dunes which separa ted  t he  va l l ey  
of t he  Amu Darya from Karakul. Therefore,  i n  s p i t e  of 
a l l  poss ib le  and unexpected hindrances,  the  absence of 
t he  promised steamship and t he  f a i l u r e  of t h e  F l o t i l l a ,  

( 2 )  Nomad v i l l a g e s  



I ,  neve r the l e s s ,  f u l f i l l e d  every th ing  they demanded of me 
i n  S t .  Pe te rsburg  i n  connection wi th  t he  geographic and 
topographic goals .  We spent  40 days on t he  Amu Darya, 
made surveys and i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  Taldyk d e l t a  
(work of Mozhaiskii ,  Zalenin and Nedorezov) a s  f a r  as 
Khanki. From Khanki we t r a v e l l e d  on t h e  banks of t he  
r i v e r ,  making eye surveys almost t o  t he  high land a t  
Chardzhoi, i . e .  u n t i l  t h e  turn-off  of t h e  caravan t r a i l  
t o  Karakul from Bukhara. I n  t h e  pre l iminary  p l ans  I was 
supposed t o  go on t he  steamship "Perovski i"  exac t l y  t o  
t h a t  po in t  which we reached along t h e  r i v e r .  It is  t r u e  
t h a t  t he  s h i p  could have gone f a r t h e r  without  m e ,  but  it 
i s  not my f a u l t  t h a t  we f a i l e d .  It i s  impossible  t o  
f u l f i l l  t h a t  t a s k  t h i s  year .  There i s  no need t o  re fuse  
t he  r e a l i z a t i o n  of t h i s  nav iga t ion  but we should pe r s i s -  
t e n t l y  resume p u r s u i t  of t h a t  goal next  sp r ing  as  I w i l l  
i n s i s t  on my r e tu rn  t o  S t .  Petersburg".  

"We were t he  f i r s t  Europeans t o  have seen t h e  Amu i n  t he  
s t r e t c h  between Khanki and U s t '  and a s  t he  f i r s t  
Europeans who have t r a v e l l e d  i n  t h i s  l oca t i on  we have 
s tud i ed  and i nves t i ga t ed  t he  r i v e r  f o r  a  d i s t ance  of 213 
of i t s  length.  I n  t h e  e a r l y  18th Century an I t a l i a n  
(whom the  Khivans had considered a  craftsman i n  designing 
clocks) t r a v e l l e d  along t h e  banks of t he  Amu n e a r l y  113 
of t he  way from Khiva t o  Bukhara and then turned of f  v i a  
t he  caravan t r a i l  d i r e c t l y  t o  Bukhara n o t  reaching 
Kuker t l i .  I am disappointed,  a s  f a r  as  I know, t h a t  
t he r e  i s  no t r a c e ,  no desc r ip t i on  of t h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  
t r i p " .  

"Passing t he  long s t r e t c h  of undulat ing sand dunes we 
came out  i n t o  t he  v a l l e y  of t h e  Zarevshan River  and were 
received t r iumphantly i n  Karakul on September 19. 
Severa l  o f f i c i a l s  (of whom two were very important ,  
c l o se  r e l a t i v e s  of Tokhsab) were s en t  from Bukhara f o r  
our meeting. They fed us d i f f e r e n t  kinds of Bukharan 
sweets ,  candy and jam. For a l l  those  goodies I gave 
presen ts  t o  a l l ,  without except ion ,  those  o f f i c i a l s  who 
had come t o  meet us ,  spreading t he  va lue  of t h e  g i f t s  
according t o  the  rank of importance and s ign i f i c ance  of 
the  o f f i c i a l  which makes a  t h i n ,  t i c k l i s h  and unsui tab le  
ca l cu l a t i on  f o r  Europeans. Af te r  an exhaust ing march on 
September 20 we made only 12 miles  t he  next  day i n  order  
t o  bivouac the  l a s t  time before  en t e r i ng  Bukhara a  b i t  
over a  mile from the  c i t y  wal l s .  The r e s t  of t h a t  day 
(Sunday) we prepared ourse lves  f o r  our en t rance  t o  t he  
Bukharan c a p i t a l .  We d i s t r i b u t e d  t h e  packs and luggage 
i n  order  t o  dress  up t he  convoy and t he  r e s t  of us put 
on our parade uniEorms and cleaned up. A l l  wanted t o  
show off  a  b i t  not only f o r  himself but a l s o  t he  horses  
which had been given a  b e t t e r  q u a l i t y  of g ra in  t he  l a s t  
few days". 

" A t  about 10 a.m. on September 22 we moved. They t o l d  
me t h a t  Monday was a  bad day f o r  entrance i n t o  the  



c a p i t a l  and f o r  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of b u s i n e s s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  
such a  coun t ry  where much can happen t o  us.  N e v e r t h e l e s s  
we b r a v e l y  s a t  on o u r  h o r s e s  p r o v i n g  t h a t  we d i d  n o t  
b e l i e v e  i n  p r e j u d i c e s  b u t  b e l i e v e d  e v e r y t h i n g  depended 
on t h e  mercy of God. For  t h e  t r iumphant  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  
c i t y ,  Tokhsab s e n t  me an Argamak (Uzbek h o r s e ) ,  young, 
f r i s k y  and of s t e e l - g r e y  da rk  c o l o r .  A s a d d l e  was 
p laced  on him, which was v e l v e t  trimmed, t h e  s t i r r u p  
were l a c e d  w i t h  no ld  and s i l v e r  and t h e  b r i d l e  was s i l -  - 
v e r .  Our p r o c e s s i o n  was o rgan ized  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
p a t t e r n :  12 Orenberg Cossacks ,  t h r e e  i n  a  row, two con- 
voy o f f i c e r s  went ahead of them. They were preceded by 
s e v e r a l  p o l i c e  armed w i t h  long  p o l e s  and t h e y  b e a t  t h e  
popu la t ion  about  t h e  head c l e a r i n g  them ou t  of t h e  way. 
The s t r e e t s  were f u l l  of crowds of peop le .  Behind t h e  
Orenberg Cossacks e i g h t  o f f i c i a l s  of t h e  Emir r o d e ,  t h e  
ones who had met me. They were d r e s s e d  i n  b r i g h t  
co lo red  robes .  Behind t h i s  r e t i n u e  by s e v e r a l  p a c e s ,  
behind t h e  most impor tan t  Bukharans,  I pranced unwil l -  
i n g l y ,  s i t t i n g  on a  v e r y  t a l l  (by comparison w i t h  our  
Ki rgh iz  and Bashk i r  h o r s e s )  Argamak; t h e  s t a l l i o n  would 
n o t  l e t  any one n e a r  i t ,  b u t  behind me a t  a  r e s p e c t a b l e  
d i s t a n c e  were a l l  my m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n  r e t i n u e  i n  
f u l l  d r e s s  c o a t .  Ten Ura l  Cossacks i n  t h e i r  b e a u t i f u l  
t a l l  h a t s  and 12 r a t h e r  improvised dragoons (bowmen 
s i t t i n g  on h o r s e s )  concluded t h e  p rocess ion .  Our cara-  
van went s e p a r a t e l y  s o  a s  n o t  t o  u n s e t t l e  t h e  g e n e r a l  
impress ion.  The wea the r  was b e a u t i f u l  and t h e  crowds 
of peop le  were c o u n t l e s s .  Upon a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  house 
they  had a s s i g n e d  t o  us we were f o r  t h e  l a s t  t ime  e n t e r -  
t a i n e d  by t h e  o f f i c i a l s  who had met us and accompanied 
us.  These Bukharan banque t s  were r e p e a t e d  weekly 
beginning i n  Karakul  t w i c e  a  day, a t  7 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
and i f  we were moving somewhere t h e n  we had t o  h a l t  i n  
o r d e r  t o  make p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  on t h e  
road. We were s e r v e d  a t  f i r s t  a  d i f f e r e n t  a s so r tmen t  
of swee t s ;  t h e n  t h e y  s e r v e d  us  a  meat d i s h  and p i l a v  
( r i c e )  which I found v e r y  t a s t y .  A l l  was f i n i s h e d  o f f  
w i t h  tea" .  

"The house i n  which we ? r e  s t a y i n g  i s  ve ry  l a r g e ,  w i t h  
s e v e r a l  c o u r t y a r d s ,  and i s  l o c a t e d  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  
from t h e  Emir ' s  Pa lace .  I occupy a  room on t h e  second 
f l o o r  i n  t h i s  cross-beamed s t r u c t u r e  which d i v i d e s  t h e  
o u t e r  c o u r t y a r d  from t h e  middle.  From t h i s  room w i t h  
windows on bo th  s i d e s  and a  t e r r a c e  l i k e  a  balcony,  
wi th  l a n t e r n s  I am a b l e  t o  s e e  a l l  t h e  c o u r t y a r d s  and 
t h e  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  of my t r a v e l l e r s ,  t h e  convoy and 
even t h e  h o r s e  s t a b l e s " .  

"The n e x t  day a f t e r  a r r i v a l ,  Tokhsab p a i d  me an o f f i -  
c i a l  v i s i t .  H i s  e n t i r e  r e t i n u e  accompanied him. I 
rece ived  him i n  my f u l l  d r e s s  coa t  and o f f e r e d  him 
b r e a k f a s t  accord ing  t o  t h e  l o c a l  custom. A f t e r  t h e  
necessa ry  welcoming compliments I in t roduced  him t o  a l l  
t h e  members of t h e  Embassy and we had a  long  b u s i n e s s  



conference which touched on m i l i t a r y  and commercial 
mat te rs  and t he  conclusion of a  peace t r e a t y .  According 
t o  t h e  l o c a l  views and e s t a b l i s h e d  custom it i s  not  
accepted f o r  f o r e ign  embassies t o  leave  t h e i r  domicile 
and show themselves on t h e  s t r e e t  before  thev have been 
presen ted  t o  t h e  E m i r  o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  be fo re  rece iv ing  
some kind of response about what they should do. I jus t  
hope t h a t  t he  E m i r  has  no t  taken i t  i n t o  h i s  head t o  
fo r ce  us t o  wai t  f o r  him i n  Bukhara f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  
w in t e r  while  he remains i n  Khodzhent. t he  town he i s  now 
bes ieg ing  and hopes t o  take .  I would h a t e  t o  receive a  
no te  from him t h a t  he can not  rece ive  me u n t i l  t h e  end 
of t he  war wi th  Kokand. Already f i v e  months have been 
l o s t  i n  my l i f e  without  any t ang ib l e  r e s u l t s .  You know 
t h a t  I am p r a c t i c a l  about my l i f e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i nce  I 
served as  m i l i t a r y  a t t a che '  abroad; I am accustomed t o  
make use of every minute of t he  day, no t  wast ing any 
precious time needless ly .  Here I am forced  t o  spend 
days on end without any i n t e l l e c t u a l  occupat ion,  without 
work. We a r e  becoming the  worst ignoramuses and from 
a l l  t h i s  a r e  becoming very lazy.  For f i v e  months we 
have done noth ing  but  r i d e  horeeback o r  walk on foo t ,  or  
s i t  motionless  i n  a  boat  and we have been cont inua l ly  
t i r e d .  Then a f t e r  a l l  t h a t  we come here  (Bukhara) where 
a l l  we do i s  r e s t ,  e a t ,  s l e ep  and argue wi th  t he se  
c a t t l e - l i k e  people. I can ' t  imagine what kind of shape 
I w i l l  be i n  i f  we have t o  endure t h i s  f o r  another s i x  
months!" 

"0, I forgot  t o  t e l l  you t h a t  during our t r e k  from Kniva 
t o  Bukhara we were g r e a t l y  e n t e r t a i n e d  by a  huge comet 
which was v i s i b l e  t o  us f o r  more than a  month". 

"I am much more s a t i s f i e d  wi th  my t r a v e l l e r s  now than I 
was a t  t he  beginning of our  march. Kiulevein has become 
hard working and very conscient ious.  But t h e r e  i s  
almost no one from my group, with t he  except ion of t he  
i n t e r p r e t e r  and on c e r t a i n  occasions ( a s  f o r  example i n  
Khiva),  Kiulevein whom I can make use of with t he  Asians 
because I myself must conduct a l l  bus iness ,  d i r e c t l y  
with them through t h e  i n t e r p r e t e r  who speaks t he  l oca l  
language. Kiulevein handles my r e p o r t s  and correspon- 
dence and w r i t e s  up a  journa l  conta in ing  p o l i t i c a l  
information and he f u l f i l l s  h i s  d u t i e s  as  Treasurer  i n  
exce l l en t  fashion because he i s  so  t h r i f t y .  Other mem- 
be r s  of t he  Embassy c o l l e c t  information dea l ing  with 
t h e i r  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  but  a good h a l f  of my t r a v e l l e r s  
don't  do anything because t h e r e  i s  abso lu te ly  nothing 
f o r  a  person t o  do who i s  unprepared f o r  t h i s  kind of 
t r i p " .  

"I am expect ing very sad consequences of our unfortunate  
t r a v e l s  because upon r e tu rn ing  t o  S t .  Pe te rsburg ,  with- 
out doubt,  I w i l l  be t he  t a r g e t  of jealousy and e p i t e .  
Usually they vent t h e i r  spleen on people i n  Petersburg 
who show unusual e e l f l e s s n e s s  and pa t ience  which I 



myself f e e l  a t  t h i s  t ime.  I am comple te ly  h e a l t h y  and 
bo ld  of s p i r i t " .  

"They a r e  s a y i n g  h e r e  t h a t  under  t h e  g u i s e  of b e i n g  
I n d i a n  and Afghan t r a d e r s ,  two s e c r e t  a g e n t s  of Grea t  
B r i t a i n  a r e  h i d i n g .  They have much more freedom t h a n  we 
do and make s u g g e s t i o n s  t o  t h e  Bukharans. They have much 
money a t  t h e i r  d i s p o s a l  and t h e y  t a k e  advantage o f  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  o r d i n a r y  merchants .  We 
have a s s i g n e d  two K i r g h i z  th rough  P a n f i l o v  t o  f o l l o w  them 
bu t  s o  f a r  I am unab le  t o  f i n d  o u t  anything".  

"Soon you and K o v a l e v s k i i  w i l l  have t o  c o n s i d e r  our  
marches! There  i s  j u s t  no hope f o r  an end soon t o  my 
l o c a l  r e s i d e n c e .  K o v a l e v s k i i  h a s  obv ious ly  f o r g o t t e n  
t h a t  he  s e n t  me ou t  h e r e  f o r  no  more t h a n  a  y e a r  and t h a t  
t h e  M i n i s t r y  of Fore ign  A f f a i r s  e x p e c t s  t h a t  i t  w i l l  be  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  l e n g t h e n  my t r i p  t o  1 3  months. I am v e r y  
s o r r y  t h a t  what K o v a l e v s k i i  s a i d  was f o r  your  b e n e f i t ,  t o  
q u i e t  your  n e r v e s .  You have d i s c o n t i n u e d  send ing  me any 
more newspapers and magazines which my t r a v e l l e r s  and I 
made much use of i n  Khiva". 

Exaggera ted  rumors about t h e  a t t empt  of t h e  Turkmen and 
the campaign of t h e  band under ~zhan-Kodzh i  i n  t h e  sands  of Kizyl-  
Kum, nea r  t h e  r o u t e  of t h e  Embassy, r eached  F o r t  #1 and Governor 
General Katenin  was convinced t h a t  we had a l l  been a n n i h i l a t e d  by 
the Turkmen. I n  Orenberg t h e y  h a s t e n e d  t o  accuse  me of r e c k l e s s  
courage, c r i e d  over  my e a r l y  d e a t h  and s e n t  t h i s  news on t o  S t .  
Petersburg.  The T s a r  i n  v e r y  touch ing  e x p r e s s i o n s ,  n o t e d  i n  
Katenin 's  r e p o r t  t h a t  h e  was s i n c e r e l y  s o r r y .  Many b e l i e v e d  t h e  
informat ion and u n f o r t u n a t e l y  cons ide red  i t  t h e i r  duty  t o  inform my 
parents .  

When we e n t e r e d  t h e  popu la ted  p a r t  of Bukhara on September 
16, t h e  Commander of Ust met us w i t h  a  l a r g e  r e t i n u e  and r e c e i v e d  me 
i n  t h e  name of t h e  Emir of Bukhara. I n  o u r  honor h i s  horsemen 
e n t e r t a i n e d  us w i t h  a  Skachka, which i n v o l v e s  a  horseman g rabb ing  a  
lamb and r a c i n g  a t  f u l l  speed w h i l e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  g e t  away from a  
crowd of horsemen who t r y  t o  t a k e  h i s  c a t c h  away. A w i l d  chase  
begins around t h e  person who i s  be ing  honored by t h i s  s p e c t a c l e  and 
the  c l e v e r n e s s  of t h e  c h i e f  p a r t i c i p a n t  ( t h e  r i d e r  who h a s  t h e  lamb) 
i s  t h a t  a s  he t w i s t s  and t u r n s  t o  s t a y  away from h i s  p u r s u e r s  h e  
never r i d e s  ou t  of s i g h t  of t h e  s p e c t a t o r s .  A t  a  p r e c i s e  moment, 
the r i d e r  w i t h  t h e  lamb s h o t  p a s t  t h e  o t h e r  horsemen l i k e  a  w h i r l -  
wind, rode up t o  me and t r i e d  t o  hand me t h e  lamb. I threw a  hand- 
f u l  of go ld  c o i n s  a t  t h e  f e e t  of t h e  horsemen who were d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
by t h e i r  c l e v e r n e s s  and bo ldness .  They l e a p t  over  each o t h e r ;  f l e w  
across  d i t c h e s ,  bushes  and every  k i n d  of o b s t a c l e ,  headlong,  t w i r l -  
ing t h e i r  t u r b a n s  from t h e i r  heads  w h i l e  r u t h l e s s l y    rod ding t h e i r  
horses .  The horsemen a r e  n o t  armed f o r  t h i s  bu t  t h e  whips which 
they use t o  urge t h e  h o r s e s  on a r e  s t o u t  enough t o  d e l i v e r  s t r o n g  
blows t o  an adversa ry .  

The s i t u a t i o n  of t h e  pe r son  be ing  honored i s  no t  easy  



because a l l  t h e  horsemen i n  t h e  Skachka r i d e  a t  f u l l  speed, i n  COW 

pact  fash ion  a s  one, r i g h t  a t  him t o  prevent  t h e  bearer  of the  lamb 
from g e t t i n g  c lose  enough t o  throw the  quarry a t  h i s  f e e t .  Those 
who p a r t i c i p a t e  d i sp l ay  amazing d e x t e r i t y .  Not one ever  stumbled 
and desp i t e  t he  mad r i d i n g ,  t he  horseman who f i r s t  scooped the lamb 
from the  ground never  l e t  it out of h i s  hands ( d e s p i t e  amazing 
eques t r i an  f e a t s )  and threw it r i g h t  a t  my f e e t  (a l though i n  the 
s t rugg l e  f o r  possession of t h e  lamb i t s  hind l e g  was t o r n  o f f ) .  I 
had t he  imprudence t o  p r a i s e  no t  only t h e  de f tne s s  of t he  horseman 
but t he  s u r p r i s i n g  q u a l i t y  of t h e  horse  which outjumped a l l  the  
o the r s  and which was s o  s e n s i t i v e l y  a t tuned  t o  t h e  d e s i r e s  of the 
r i d e r ;  knowing exac t l y  what t o  do i n  t h e  Skachka. The Commander of 
U s t  presented it t o  me a s  a g i f t ;  and no ma t t e r  how much I protested, 
he made me accept  it .  It would no t  have been a good th ing  i n  the 
eyes of t he  l o c a l  people t o  i n s u l t  t h e  Commander, a Bukharan official,  
and r e fu se  t he  g i f t .  For t he se  occasions I a l s o  had presen ts  for  the 
Bukharans which I had bought i n  P a r i s  and London. 

Tokhsab was involved i n  a v a r i e t y  of t a s k s ,  having been 
given Power of a t t o rney  by t h e  E m i r  i n  h i s  absence. He was the f i r s t  
m in i s t e r  i n  t he  c a p i t a l  and among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  was t h e  chief collec- 
t o r  of t axes  f o r  t he  government t r ea su ry .  His o f f i c e  a l s o  handled 
comerce  and diplomacy. During h i s  v i s i t  t o  me an Honor Guard from 
the  convoy of t h e  Embassy gave him m i l i t a r y  honors and a f t e r  the 
enter tainment  I gave him p re sen t s  from the  Minis te r  of Foreign 
A f f a i r s  and persona l ly  presented him wi th  g i f t s .  

He t o l d  me t h a t  t he  E m i r  had i n s t r u c t e d  him t o  f i nd  out 
t he  ac tua l  goal  f o r  the  Embassy and why we d id  no t  come (as  Russians 
had previously)  d i r e c t l y  from Russia  v i a  t h e  Syr Darya, but on a 
roundabout way through Khiva. I explained t h e  reasons and t o ld  him 
we had t o  s t a y  i n  Khiva much longer  than we had wanted. 

I n  d e t a i l  I pointed out t he  advantages which Bukhara could 
gain from our f r iendship .  I a l s o  made some q u i t e  proper suggestions 
about t he  i n t r i g u e s  of t he  English i n  Cent ra l  Asia ,  i n  China and 
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  Afghanistan, t h e i r  method of a c t i v i t y  i n  I n d i a  and i n  
general  about t h e i r  predatory po l icy  of s e l f - i n t e r e s t .  

I n  Khiva they assured us t h a t  i n  Kokand the re  were several  
o f f i c e r s  s en t  by t he  East-India  Co. t o  t r a i n  i n f a n t r y  and a r t i l l a r y  
as  wel l  as  t o  b u i l d  s eve ra l  f o r t s . ( 3 )  The emissary who a r r i ved  in  
Khiva s t a t e d  t h a t  t he  English sen t  arms t o  t he  Kokanese while of fe r -  
i ng  t he  Khan a defensive and of fens ive  t r e a t y  under t h e  pro tec t ion  
of England. I r e f e r r ed  t o  these  rumors i n  a conversat ion with 
Tokhsab and turned h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t he  neces s i t y  t o  spy on the  
B r i t i s h  t o  make sure  they d id  not  send arms t o  Kokand. I a l s o  gave 
information as  t o  the degree of Khivan ill w i l l  toward Bukhara and 

(3) Because t h i s  i s  only what Khivan o f f i c i a l s  t o l d  me a t  t he  height 
of our d i sputes  with them, I consider  most of i t  t o  be a l i e  
designed by the  Khivans f o r  t h e i r  own purposes i n  t h e i r  conversations 
with us. 1 wrote my impressions of t h i s  t o  Kovalevskii  but  desired 
t o  check up on these  rumors i n  Bukhara. 



the E m i r ,  and how t h e i r  pe r f i d ious  scandalmongers wanted t o  sew t h e  
seeds of mi s t ru s t  between Russia  and Bukhara i n  order  t o  promote 
their  own s e l f - i n t e r e s t s .  

I a l s o  informed Tokhsab of t h e  i n t e n t i o n s  of Seid-Mohammed 
to impose a  t a x  on Bukharan caravans which c ro s s  i n t o  Russia  through 
Khivan t e r r i t o r y  and h in t ed  t h a t  c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n s  between Khiva and 
Kokand would be d i r e c t e d  a t  t he  E m i r .  Our conversat ion continued 
for a  long time and touched on many sub j ec t s .  We d iscussed  t h e  
power and vas tness  of Russia ,  t h e  pa s t  war, t he  Sepoy Rebel l ion 
(1857) and t he  Anglo-Persian War. 

I a l s o  took t h e  occasion t o  formalize our  demands, which 
included: 

1. The l i b e r a t i o n  of Russian pr i soners .  

2. A decrease of t he  customs' t a r i f f  by 50% f o r  our  merchants of 
the Orthodox f a i t h  and a  ce s sa t i on  of t he  absurd i ty  of charging 
the Moslems 25% l e s s  than t h e  Chr i s t i ans .  

3.  The in t roduc t ion  of a  f a i r  p r i c e  f o r  goods and p ro t ec t i on  of our  
merchants from the  tyranny of t he  Bukharan o f f i c i a l s .  

4. The s t a t i o n i n g  of a  temporary t r a d e  agent.  

5. For housing our merchants,  agent and a  warehouse f o r  Russian 
goods t he  Bukharan Government should ass ign  a  s p e c i a l  caravan- 
s  a r a i  . 

6. Free naviga t ion  f o r  Russian sh ip s  on t he  Amu Darya should be 
permitted f o r  t he  t r a n s i t  of goods from Russia  t o  Bukhara and 
back. 

Tokhsab and some of t he  o the r  o f f i c i a l s  expressed s t rong  
doubt concerning t h i s  l a s t  demand because they f e l t  f r e e  naviga t ion  
could hardly be advantageous t o  Bukharan merchants. I pointed ou t ,  
however, t he  g r ea t  advantages t h a t  would accrue t o  t he  Bukharans i n  
permit t ing us t o  t r anspo r t  t h e i r  goods on the  r i v e r  on our sh ips .  
While I did not  want t o  fo r ce  t he  i s sue ,  I s t r e s s e d  t h e  b e n e f i t s  t o  
them (as  a  p r e t ex t  t o  ge t  nav iga t ion  r i g h t s  f o r  t he  F l o t i l l a )  and 
once t he  E m i r  saw such b e n e f i t s  he could change h i s  mind i n  a  year  
or  SO. I hoped he would permit h i s  merchants t o  use our  shipping 
next spr ing.  

Tokhsab quest ioned me about t he  reasons f o r  t he  s p e c i a l  
p ro tec t ion  rendered by Russia t o  t he  Shah and t he  Pers ians  and 
asked about t he  B r i t i s h  s e i zu re  of Canton (China). I n  conclusion,  I 
again reviewed cur ren t  t r a d e  advantages and poss ib le  improvements 
which could be r e a l i z e d  by secur ing  b e t t e r  access  f o r  t r ade .  

Everything t h a t  was s a i d ,  down t o  the  smal les t  d e t a i l ,  was 
wr i t ten  down by the  c l e rk s  of Tokhsab, who a t  each unclear  po in t ,  
asked me over again what I had s a i d  and i n  a  half-voice made a  nota- 
t ion  t o  the  s ec r e t a ry  s o  t h a t  e x t r a  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  was paid t o  
what was w r i t t e n  down. Obviously a l l  t h i s  was done f o r  t he  r epo r t  
t ha t  would be given t he  E m i r .  Hoping t o  avoid misunderstanding 
which could occur from inexact  e d i t i n g  and mi s in t e rp re t a t i on  of my 



words, Tokhsab and I agreed t h a t  t he  demands of Russia  would be 
w r i t t e n  down sepa ra t e ly .  

A t  h i s  depar ture  Tokhsab warned me t h a t  he did not have 
t he  r i g h t ,  without  permission of t h e  E m i r ,  t o  r ece ive  my reciprocal 
v i s i t  and t h a t  he could ask t h e  E m i r  f o r  i t  and s t a t e d  t h a t  he did 
no t  know where and when it would be pos s ib l e  f o r  t h e  E m i r  t o  meet 
us. And, according t o  custom, fo r e igne r s  could no t  walk about town 
u n t i l  they had permission from t h e  E m i r  o r  u n t i l  an o f f i c i a l  recep- 
t i o n .  I agreed t o  t he se  cond i t i ons ,  f o r  I wished t o  gain a  favor- 
ab l e  p o s i t i o n  with t h e  E m i r .  

We were unable t o  leave our q u a r t e r s  u n t i l  October 4. A 
messenger of Tokhsab's had re turned  from t h e  camp of t he  E m i r  with a  
favorab le  r ep ly  and announced t h a t  he would not  demand me t o  come to 
h i s  encampment, f e e l i n g  i t  was more p o l i t e  t o  r ece ive  me i n  the  
c a p i t a l .  He a l s o  requested t h a t  I remain i n  Bukhara u n t i l  the  end 
of h i s  campaign. 

From t h a t  day on u n t i l  t h e  end of our s t a y  i n  Bukhara the 
members of t he  Mission and t h e  convoy walked and conversed about 
town f r e e l y .  Some went about dressed i n  Bukharan garb,  but  I con- 
s i de red  it more i n  keeping wi th  t he  d ign i ty  of Russia  no t  t o  permit 
a  degrading change of c lo the s  when we l e f t  our  qua r t e r s .  I refused 
t o  put on a  Bukharan o u t f i t  and ordered everyone t o  wear a  Russian 
uniform i n  t h e  town. I n  o rde r  t o  comport myself i n  t he  d ign i ty  of 
an ambassador and thus  gain t h e  respec t  of t he  Asians, I did not 
s t r o l l  about town and only once j u s t  before  our depar ture  did I 
t ou r  t he  main p a r t  of t h e  c i t y ,  view the  mosques, t he  Madressahs and 
t he  caravan-sarai .  

Af t e r  t he  v i s i t  of Tokhsab, we had d a i l y  conversations 
with h i s  t r u s t e d  o f f i c i a l s  who came t o  me wi th  var ious  information. 
I wanted t o  shorten my s t a y  i n  Bukhara because i f  t a l k s  were not 
concluded before  w in t e r ,  then we would have t o  wait  s eve ra l  months 
u n t i l  t he  sp r ing  feed appeared on t he  s teppe.  Thus, I wanted t o  
meet with Tokhsab and h i s  o f f i c i a l s  as  o f t e n  as  poss ib le  t o  prepare 
the ground f o r  t he  formal t a l k s  with t he  E m i r  when he returned from 
combat. 

From the  time of our a r r i v a l  i n  t he  populated a reas  of 
Bukhara as  wel l  as  i n  the  c a p i t a l  we were received wi th  h o s p i t a l i t y ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  October 4. The Bukharan o f f i c i a l s  generously and 
concernedly t r i e d  t o  s a t i s f y  our  every wish and even i nv i t ed  us t o  
the ba ths  which pleased us very much. A l l  my t r a v e l l e r s  were cured 
i n  Bukhara and f e l t  b e t t e r  wi th  t he  except ion of s eve ra l  s i c k  and 
weak j un io r  o f f i c e r s  who had not  escaped t he  ravages of t he  fever 
brought with us from Khiva. 

I f i n a l l y  received mail from S t .  Pe te rsburg  brought by 
two messengers from Fort  11. I t  seemed t h a t  on rece iv ing  my f i r s t  
r epo r t s  from Kungrad, they were a f r a i d  t h a t  I had pushed our rela-  
t i ons  with t he  Khivans t o  t he  breaking poin t .  The Direc tor  of the 
A s i a t i c  Department, Kovalevski i ,  wrote me according t o  h i s  instruc-  
t i o n s  from Gorchakov, t he  Foreign Minis te r ,  t h a t  they wanted me t o  
conclude my v i s i t  t o  Khiva on a  f r i e n d l y  no te .  Meanwhile I was t o  



oppose any i m p o s i t i o n  of some k i n d  of t a r i f f  on Russian goods which 
would be c a r r i e d  on t h e  Amu Darya. (4)  

I answered t h a t  I was happy t o  have f o r e s e e n  and f u l f i l l e d  
the wishes of t h e  government, l e a v i n g  Khiva i n  a  p e a c e f u l  f a s h i o n  
while p r e v e n t i n g  my q u a r r e l s  from r e a c h i n g  t h e  s t a g e  of a  complete 
break. I f i n i s h e d  my r e p o r t  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  n e x t  s p r i n g  t h e  
"Perovskii" would d e f i n i t e l y  b e  s e n t  w i t h  a  ba rge  and towboat t o  
Chardzhoi under t h e  p r e t e x t  of a  t r i a l  shipment of Russ ian  goods. 
Concerning t h e  s t a t e  of n e g o t i a t i o n s  i n  Bukhara,  I expressed  doubt 
as t o  t h e i r  success :  

"The Emir w i l l  n o t  a g r e e  t o  a  formal  Peace  T r e a t y  i n  
w r i t i n g  because  I was unable  t o  promise what he  wanted 
o t h e r  t h a n  vague f r i e n d l y  a s s u r a n c e s  . . . I w i l l  t r y  t o  
agree  w i t h  your  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  Soon I expec t  s t r o n g  
censure  i n  P e t e r s b u r g ,  b u t  I s t r o n g l y  hope you w i l l  
defend me because  you have a l l  t h e  f a c t s  from my 
r e p o r t s .  (5) However, it was u n j u s t  and u n f a i r  t o  r e f e r  
t o  us i n  t h a t  way b u t  I was convinced t h a t  t h e  M i n i s t r y  
of Fore ign  A f f a i r s  w i l l  n o t  l e t  us down. We had com- 
p l e t e d ,  thank  God, f a v o r a b l y  an arduous  journey ,  made 
e s p e c i a l l y  d i f f i c u l t  by t h e  s i c k n e s s  which developed 
dur ing  our  long  s t a y  i n  Khiva. My t r a v e l l e r s  w i t h  t h e  
excep t ion  of one U r a l  Cossack remained unharmed. The 
p r e s e n t s  f o r  t h e  Emir and Tokhsab a r r i v e d  i n  t h e i r  
o r i g i n a l  l u s t e r .  The p r e s e n t s  f o r  them had been 
planned bad ly .  Also  t h e y  were p o o r l y  wrapped. A l l  
were damage dl'. 

On October  5 I made an o f f i c i a l  c a l l  on Tokhsab i n  t h e  
company of a l l  my t r a v e l l e r s  and a  p a r t  of t h e  convoy and immediately 
had problems concern ing  c o r r e c t  observance of Bukharan e t i q u e t t e  ( I  
did no t  wish t o  s u b o r d i n a t e  myself  t o  a l l  t h e i r  demands and by per-  
s i s t e n t  r e b u f f s ,  pushed a s i d e  a l l  misunders tand ings  r i g h t  up t o  our  
depar ture  home) . 

While a l l  t h i s  seemed r a t h e r  t r i f l i n g  and a  mark of 
c h i l d i s h  c a p r i c e ,  e v e r y  d e t a i l  of l o c a l  e t i q u e t t e  had i n o r d i n a t e  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  t h e  eyes  of t h e  n a t i v e s .  Woe t o  t h e  European agent  
who f o r g o t  o r  v i o l a t e d  Asian f o r m a l i t i e s  because  he  would p l a y  a  
p i t i f u l  r o l e  i n  t h e  eyes  of t h e  n a t i v e s  t h u s  d i s r e g a r d i n g  t h e  d i g n i t y  
of t h e  government. 

Our b r i l l i a n t  ( i n  t h e  eyes  o f  t h e  Bukharans) p r o c e s s i o n  
moved a long  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Tokhsab's r e s i d e n c e .  We a c t u a l l y  

(4) Up t o  t h a t  t ime  t h e r e  was no t r a d e  on t h e  r i v e r  of Russian 
o r i g i n .  I t  came by caravan over  t h e  d e s e r t .  

( 5 )  The Orenberg Governor General  and c a p t a i n  Butakov in tended  t o  
v i s i t  P e t e r s b u r g  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  i n  o r d e r  n o t  t o  be s u b j e c t e d  t o  char- 
ges of f a u l t y   reparation f o r  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n .  Both were d i sposed ,  
according t o  t h e  news we got  from F o r t  #1, t o  blame each o t h e r ,  bu t  
more s o  t h e  Chief  of t h e  Miss ion.  



went through t h e  whole town, d i r e c t e d  by t he  Bukharans t o  s top in at 
t h e  bazaars  and pass  by t h e  main caravan-sarai  s o  t h a t  the  merchants 
and t h e  count less  crowds could enjoy t h e  unprecedented spectacle.  

The V iz i e r  rece ived  us i n  a  very  j o v i a l  mood and came to  
meet me a t  t he  en t rance  t o  t he  i n n e r  courtyard.  He enter tained us 
wi th  sweets ,  t e a  and lunch, and gave us g i f t s  a s  a  token of friend- 
ship.  The p re sen t s ,  f o r  t he  most p a r t  cons i s t ed  of gowns fo r  me and 
my t r a v e l l e r s .  During our  conversat ion he informed me t h a t  the 
E m i r  would respond t o  my proposals  a t  a persona l  meeting. 
Concerning my demand f o r  our  merchants t o  be permit ted t o  t rave l  to  
d i f f e r e n t  towns f o r  t he  purchase of goods, t h e  V iz i e r  assured me 
t h a t  our t r a d e r s  would no t  be r e s t r i c t e d  t o  Bukhara. Wishing t o  
convince me, Tokhsab announced t h a t  t h e  salesman, Panf i lov ,  had 
t r a v e l l e d  during our  s t a y  t o  var ious  v i l l a g e s  and t h e  c i t y  of 
Kermin t o  make purchases. 

Refer r ing  t o  t he  p r i c i n g  of goods, t he  Viz ie r  t o l d  me it 
was no t  necessary t o  give me any s p e c i a l  condi t ions  i n  wri t ing.  He 
t o l d  me t h a t  t he  advantages I requested f o r  our  merchants would 
have d e f i n i t e  nega t ive  consequences f o r  t h e  Bukharan merchants. 
Thus the  E m i r  would no t  agree t o  my proposal  without considerable 
concessions on our  pa r t .  This  and o t h e r  conversat ions with 
Bukharan o f f i c i a l s  and merchants l e d  me t o  be l i eve  t h a t  t h e i r  
demands were excessive.  For example, they wanted a  5% export tax 
f o r  goods en rou te  t o  t he  Nizhni i -~ovgorod  f a i r ,  but no import duty 
on t he  higher  p r i ced  European goods on t h e  merchants' e x i t  from 
Russia.  I decided not  t o  t e l l  t h e  Bukharans what my ins t ruc t ions  
permit ted me t o  concede: t h e  f r e e  exodus of Bukharan fami l ies  from 
Russia and a  s p e c i a l  booth a t  t h e  Nizhnii-Novgorod F a i r  on the 
Volga. S ince  t he se  concessions were completely harmless f o r  our 
t r ade  they could be r a i s e d  a t  any time i f  f u t u r e  nego t i a t i ons  took 
a  more s e r ious  tu rn .  

The next  day Tokhsab announced t h a t  t he  E m i r  had ended 
h i s  s i ege  of Khodzhent and was r e tu rn ing  t o  Bukhara where he inten- 
ded t o  rece ive  me. He was summoned t o  Samarkand t o  give a  personal 
repor t  t o  t he  Emir on how we had behaved and h i s  testimony, as it 
turned out l a t e r ,  was very favorable .  

About noon on October 11 t h e  E m i r  a r r i ved  i n  Bukhara and 
immediately i n v i t e d  us f o r  a  v i s i t .  Some misunderstandings arose 
regarding e t i q u e t t e  but soon a l l  ques t ions  were resolved i n  our 
favor .  When every th ing  was f i n a l l y  arranged,  we a r r i ved  on horse- 
back a t  t he  Palace.  

Regarding our process ion ,  I wrote t o  my f a the r :  

"Having returned t o  Bukhara October 11 a t  noon, the  E m i r  
immediately i n v i t e d  me t o  h i e  Palace.  Several  o f f i c i a l s  
and c o u r t i e r s  were s en t  t o  me i n  order  t o  inform me of 
the  ceremonial aspects .  I t  was r a t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  t o  come 
t o  an ag reewn t  on t h a t .  Everything was worked out  and 
the  Master of Ceremonies a r r i ved  t o  e s c o r t  us t o  t he  
Palace.  A l a rge  crowd blocked a l l  t he  s t r e e t s  and the  
square i n  f ron t  of t he  Palace and our procession was 



dressed  up a c t u a l l y  f o r  a  t r iumpha l ,  i f  you l i k e ,  a  
t h e a t r i c a l  e n t r a n c e .  Two of o u r  b e s t  look ing  Cossacks 
on grey h o r s e s  l e d  t h e  p r o c e s s i o n ,  preceded by a  convoy 
of Bukharan P o l i c e ;  36 s o l d i e r s  and Cossacks came a f t e r  
them c a r r y i n g  t h e  g i f t s  of t h e  Emperor on red  c o t t o n  
p i l l o w s ;  t h e n  on horseback  t h e  10 Masters  of Ceremony 
and o t h e r  c o u r t i e r s .  Behind them a t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s -  
t ance  I came on a  m a g n i f i c e n t  Argamak r i c h l y  d e c o r a t e d  
wi th  go ld  c l o t h  o v e r  i t s  f l a n k s .  Near me K i u l e v e i n  
c a r r i e d  on a  v e l v e t  p i l l o w  t h e  I m p e r i a l  c r e d e n t i a l s ,  and 
behind a l s o  on horseback  came a l l  t h e  members of t h e  
Embassy, t h e  o f f i c e r s  and j u n i o r  o f f i c i a l s  of t h e  convoy. 
Two of my c o l l a b o r a t o r s  threw money t o  t h e  crowd a long  
our  r o u t e .  The crowd su rged  forward i n  s p i t e  of t h e  
r e s i s t a n c e  and t h e  proddings  w i t h  s t i c k s  by t h e  p o l i c e .  
They fought  each o t h e r  and some were k i l l e d  a s  t h e y  
s t r u g g l e d  t o  g e t  n e a r  our  p r o c e s s i o n  s o  t h e y  cou ld  g rab  
t h e  money thrown a t  them. The Emir was v e r y  p o l i t e  and 
even loquac ious  t o  t h e  g r e a t  s u r p r i s e  of t h e  Bukharans 
who u s u a l l y  t r embled  a t  h i s  t e r r i f y i n g  mien. He ex tended  
h i s  hand and shook mine i n  European f a s h i o n .  Up t o  t h a t  
time he  had n e v e r  done t h a t .  H i s  clumsy handshake was 
n o t i c e d ;  h i s  g r a s p  was l i k e  b e i n g  g r ipped  by a  s i c k  
person". 

The middle-aged N a s r u l l a h ,  who was s t i l l  v e r y  r o b u s t ,  
s t rong  and pe r sonab le  w i t h  impress ive  looks ,  i n t e l l i g e n t  and shrewd 
eyes,  handled h imse l f  w i t h  g r e a t  d i g n i t y ,  b u t  an appearance of 
c r u e l t y  and s e v e r i t y  f o r c e d  a l l  t o  t r emble  b e f o r e  him. He r e c e i v e d  
us s i t t i n g  a t  t h e  window which f a c e d  t h e  "Throne" c o u r t y a r d  o f  t h e  
Palace .  He d i d n ' t  o b j e c t  when, a f t e r  t h e  exchange of p l e a s a n t r i e s  
which inc luded  h i s  r e c e p t i o n  of t h e  T s a r ' s  l e t t e r ,  and p r e s e n t a t i o n  
of t h e  Embassy, a  Cossack brought  my f o l d i n g  c h a i r .  

I informed t h e  Emir t h a t  t h e  T s a r  was ready  t o  s u p p o r t  
c lose  and f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s ,  and t h a t  he  wished Emir N a s r u l l a h  a  
long c o n t i n u i t y  of h i s  s u c c e s s f u l  r e i g n .  Then i n  a b b r e v i a t e d  form I 
l a i d  ou t  t h e  same p r o p o s a l s  which I had shown t h e  V i z i e r  b e f o r e  and 
requested t h k t  h i s  Highness h a s t e n  t o  s a t i s f y  our  j u s t  demands and 
asked f o r  h i s  pe rmiss ion  t o  d e p a r t  Bukhara b e f o r e  t h e  heavy f r o s t  
appeared. Ex tend ing  me h i s  hand, t h e  Emir expressed  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  
s t r eng then  t h e  f r i e n d s h i p  between R u s s i a  and Bukhara and he asked me 
t o  convey t h i s  f e e l i n g  t o  t h e  T s a r .  I n  conc lus ion  he  r e q u e s t e d  me 
t o  t r a n s m i t  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  I cons ide red  n e c e s s a r y  i n  a  r e p o r t  t o  
which he  would q u i c k l y  respond. 

Before  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  and a f t e r  my d e p a r t u r e  from t h e  Emir 
we were o f f e r e d  sweets  and food i n  a  s i d e  room. I r e f u s e d  t h e  r e p a s t  
and r e t u r n e d  home. A s  soon a s  we a r r i v e d  back a t  our  q u a r t e r s ,  
va r ious  Bukharan o f f i c i a l s  appeared t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  us on our  favor-  
ab le  and unusual  r e c e p t i o n  by t h e  Emir (by t h e i r  s t a n d a r d s )  which 
never b e f o r e  had been g r a n t e d  t o  f o r e i g n e r s .  But t h e  main goa l  of 
these  unending v i s i t s ,  j udg ing  from t h e  q u e s t i o n s  asked,  was t o  g e t  
my pe r sona l  op in ion  of t h e  Emir,  t h e  Bukharan Khanate i n  g e n e r a l ,  
t h e  P a l a c e ,  t h e  c i t y  and e x i s t i n g  o r d e r .  Being watched, my op in ions  



must have f u l l y  s a t i s f i e d  t he  E m i r .  

Immediately a f t e r  t he  audience wi th  t h e  E m i r ,  I gave him 
the  Imper ia l  p r e sen t s  which had been brought t o  t he  Palace with 
grea t  f an fa r e .  I n  s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  mechanical things had 
a l l  been damaged and t h e  g l a s s  broken, t h e  E m i r  was ev ident ly  sat is-  
f i e d .  During t he  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  p r e sen t s  I found myself i n  a  
predicament caused by t he  ca r e l e s snes s  of t h e  l is t  of presents  drawn 
up i n  S t .  Pe te rsburg .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t he  g i f t  from His Imperial 
Highness, t he  Hei r  apparen t ,  t o  t h e  e l d e s t  son of t he  Emir was 
o f f e r ed  i n  order  t o  ensure t h a t  t he  Bukharan Hei r  apparent would be 
p o s i t i v e l y  disposed toward Russia.  However, I learned t h a t  the son 
i s  30 years  o ld  and t h a t  because t he  Bukharans consider  him i n t e l l i -  
gen t ,  sober-minded, c l eve r  and very ene rge t i c ,  h i s  f a t h e r  was 
extremely a f r a i d  of him and he was he ld  f o r  t he  most p a r t  away from 
the  Emir i n  Kermin. 

I wished t o  become acquainted wi th  t h e  son of t he  E m i r ,  
but  a t  t he  same time did no t  want t o  d i s r u p t  t he  t i c k l i s h  relat ion-  
sh ip .  I n  order  t o  ge t  out of a  bad s i t u a t i o n  g race fu l l y ,  I agreed 
t o  presen t  t he  g i f t s  and t he  T s a r ' s  g r e e t i n g  t o  t he  son through h is  
f a t h e r ,  t h e  E m i r .  Th is  change of a f f a i r s  had extremely favorable 
r e s u l t s  f o r  t he  Embassy and I learned t h a t  t h e  g i f t s  were ac tua l ly  
given t o  the  Hei r  apparent .  Tokhsab expressed h i s  g r a t i t u d e  and 
s t a t e d  t h a t  r ec ip roca l  g i f t s  t o  His  Imper ia l  Highness would be 
brought by t he  Bukharan emissary who would go with me back t o  Russia. 

I took advantage of our  good r e l a t i o n s  and f u r t h e r  pro- 
posed t h a t  a l l  Russians i n  Bukhara be permi t ted  t o  r e tu rn  t o  Russia 
with t he  Embassy as  a  mark of f r i endsh ip .  My words took e f f e c t  on 
Nasrul lah and immediately a f t e r  t he  audience he s t e r n l y  ordered an 
immediate search  throughout t h e  e n t i r e  Khanate f o r  Russian prisoners 
and t h e i r  o f f sp r ing .  They were t o  be brought t o  t he  c a p i t a l  and 
turned over t o  me where I would have t h e  f i n a l  dec is ion  whether t o  
take  them back o r  leave them i n  Bukhara. 

Af te r  a  few days var ious  people of Russian o r i g i n  led by 
po l i ce  began appearing a t  the  q u a r t e r s  of t h e  Embassy. We que8tioned 
them and took down t h e i r  testimony. I t  was no t  pos s ib l e  and neces- 
sa ry  t o  r e tu rn  a l l  of them t o  Russian s o i l  o r  even, f o r  t h a t  matter,  
accept them as  Russians f o r  many of those who wanted t o  go back were 
sons and grandsons of those who had never been i n  j a i l .  They had 
become Bukharans and forgot  t h e i r  o r i g i n s  and had become f u l l y  
ass imi la ted  wi th  t he  customs and laws of t he  A s i a t i c s .  There was no 
poin t  t o  r e s e t t l e  them i n  Russia  but we had t o  prove t h a t  a  ~ u s s i a n  
c i t i z e n  can never be fo rgo t t en  and t h a t  t he  powerful arm of the 
Tsar  w i l l  f i n d  him anywhere. We did not d e s i r e  a  forced r e s e t t l e -  
ment of people who had been turned i n t o  fo r e igne r s  and a l i ens .  On 
t h a t  b a s i s ,  those who became Mohammedans of t h e i r  own f r e e  w i l l ,  a l l  
who were burdened down by l a rge  f ami l i e s ,  and those who did not  
express  a  d e s i r e  t o  r e tu rn  t o  Russia  were given back t o  the  E m i r .  
I cont inua l ly  ac ted  with extreme caut ion  so  t h a t  I could prevent any 
misunderstandings between t he  E m i r ,  t h e  l oca l  popula t ion  and the 
Embassy. Eventual ly twelve i nd iv idua l s  chose t o  r e t u r n  t o  the 
Motherland. 



Aware t h a t  on ly  one of my r e q u e s t s  ( concern ing  t h e  p r i son-  
e r s )  had been f u l f i l l e d  and t h a t  I had r e c e i v e d  no answer on my 
other  p r o p o s a l s ,  I wro te  t o  Tokhsab on October  15 r e q u e s t i n g  a 
speedy r e p l y .  I n  t h i s  l e t t e r  I d i s c u s s e d  what had been e x p l a i n e d  
many t imes t o  t h e  Bukharans r e g a r d i n g  t a r i f f  r e d u c t i o n ,  f r e e  naviga- 
t i o n  on t h e  Amu Darya and t h e  appointment of a permanent Russian 
Commercial Agent i n  Bukhara. I p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  i n  o t h e r  Moslem 
count r i es ,  such a s  Turkey and P e r s i a ,  our  permanent consu l s  r e s i d e  
not only i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  of t h e  coun t ry  b u t  a l s o  i n  t h e  main conuner- 
c ia1  c e n t e r s .  

To my g r e a t  s u r p r i s e  and as tonishment  t h e  V i z i e r  on t h e  
next day, October  16,  wro te  me t h a t  t h e  Emir agreed t o  a l l  my pro- 
posals  a s  fol lows:  

"Most Esteemed M i s t e r  Envoy" A f t e r  t h e  u s u a l  compliments 
it  w i l l  n o t  be h idden  from you t h a t  my Most Esteemed 
Sovereign has  r e f e r r e d  f a v o r a b l y  t o  t h e  a r r i v a l  of your  
merchants and h a s  o rdered  t h a t  one o r  two people  may 
come ( t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  i s  annua l ly )  ; they  w i l l  pay 10% 
t a r i f f  now bu t  because of our  concern f o r  t h e  merchants 

' a n d  ou t  of f r i e n d s h i p  we condescend t o  t a k e  on ly  5%. 
We a l s o  agree  t o  c l e a n  ou t  one Caravan-Sarai which we 
w i l l  g i v e  t o  your merchants and your  o f f i c i a l s ,  f o r  
t h e i r  p l a c e  of r e s i d e n c e  u n t i l  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  i s  conclu- 
ded. You w i l l  dec ide  whether t o  a r r i v e  by t h e  Amu Darya 
o r  caravan v i a  Khiva. Also t h e  Khivans w i l l  be  h o s t i l e  
t o  you because of r e l i g i o u s  reasons  b u t  t h e y  a r e  a l s o  
our  enemies. I f  you can f i n d  some way t o  reach our  
b o r d e r s ,  and overcome t h e  h o s t i l e  Khivans,  we w i l l  s e e  
t h a t  you reach  t h e  c i t y  of Bukhara. I f  you f i n d  some 
way t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h i s  o b s t a c l e  ( i . e .  Khiva) ,  t e l l  us and 
we w i l l  work ou t  t o g e t h e r  t h e  b e s t  way t o  accomplish i t .  
Now when you w i l l  r e t u r n  do n o t  go v i a  t h a t  s i d e  (Khiva) 
because some harm w i l l  b e f a l l  you. T h e r e f o r e ,  we w i l l  
have t o  s t u d y  t h e  v a r i o u s  r o u t e s  f o r  your r e t u r n .  A l l  
of t h e  above I was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  inform you from my Most 
Esteemed Sovereign.  May your  p r o s p e r i t y  l a s t  fo rever"  

Because of t h i s  most unusual cormnunication I wrote i n  code 
t o  t h e  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  A s i a t i c  Department, Kova levsk i i ,  t h a t  our  
a f f a i r s  were coming t o  a f o r t u n a t e  conclusion:  

"Having r e t u r n e d  t o  Bukhara from h i s  campaign t o  Kokand 
on October 12,  t h e  Emir r e c e i v e d  us t h a t  same day and 
l i s t e n e d  extremely a t t e n t i v e l y  t o  us.  N e g o t i a t i o n s  were 
f i n i s h e d  very  qu ick ly  w i t h  my r e c e p t i o n  today of a 
w r i t t e n  document from Tokhsab t h a t  t h e  E m i r  a c c e p t s  a l l  
our  p roposa l s  f o r  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  
between Russia  and Bukhara. Meanwhile we have been 
c l e a r e d  f o r  d e p a r t u r e  t o  t h e  homeland. The Emir i n t e n d s  
t o  g ive  us a f a r e w e l l  audience and we a r e  hoping t o  
l eave  Bukhara i n  twelve days.  The Emir,  h i m s e l f ,  
expressed  t h e  d e s i r e  t h a t  I conununicate t h i s  happy news 
t o  Pe te r sburg" .  



"Since our  a r r i v a l  i n  Bukhara t h e  h e a l t h  of t h e  junior  
o f f i c i a l s  has improved. A l l  t h e  t r a v e l l e r s  a r e  wel l  
and busy". 

On October 16 i n  answer t o  an i nqu i ry ,  t he  E m i r  permitted 
me t o  make prepara t ions  f o r  r e tu rn ing  t o  t h e  homeland, a f t e r  a  fare- 
we l l  audience. Tokhsab warned t h a t  according t o  h i s  information, 
t he  Khivans intended t o  t h r e a t e n  us dur ing  our  r e t u r n  t r e k  through 
t h e i r  lands and o f f e r ed  i n  t he  name of t h e  Emir, t o  discuss  joint  
measures f o r  our  s e c u r i t y  on t he  r e t u r n  t r i p .  A t  t h i s  po in t ,  I did 
not want t o  b r ing  up t he  suggest ion t h a t ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  E m i r  needed 
t he  Russian Government f o r  i t s  own persona l  defense. I therefore 
advised t he  Emir t h a t  t he  Khan of Khiva couldn ' t  poss ib ly  be con- 
s i d e r i n g  h o s t i l e  a c t i v i t i e s  aga in s t  Russia  and t hus  d id  not need t o  
take  measures f o r  curbing t he  o b s t i n a t e  Khan by subjugat ing the 
Khanate. Meanwhile, I h in t ed  t o  Tokhsab, wi th  an eye t o  t he  future, 
t h a t  while  we d id  no t  have any plan t o  occupy Khiva now, t he  
t reacherous and i n s id ious  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  Khivans might invoke the 
neces s i t y  f o r  nav iga t ion  r i g h t s  on t h e  Amu Darya f o r  t he  secur i ty  of 
our Kirghiz  and Karakalpaks lead ing  t o  an occupation of t he  de l t a  of 
the  Amu Darya and t he  Ci ty  of Kungrad. They answered t h a t  by saying 
t h a t  t he  a c t i v i t i e s  of t he  Khivan Khan and h i s  r e l a t i o n s  with Kokand 
could fo r ce  t he  Emir t o  undertake a  war aga in s t  him and t h a t  the 
E m i r  would occupy Khiva and d iv ide  it between Russia  and Bukhara. 
Not being au thor ized  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  nego t i a t i ons  and not  knowing the 
views of t h e  Governmentland t he  views of t h e  Minis te r  of Foreign 
A f f a i r s  concerning our  occupation of t h e  d e l t a ,  I s t e e r e d  away from 
d iscuss ion  of t h i s  sub jec t .  

On October 16 I hastened t o  thank t h e  E m i r  and t he  Vizier 
i n  w r i t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  agreement t o  our reques t s .  I explained t o  them 
t h a t  although I had a l ready  sen t  t he  n o t i f i c a t i o n  t o  S t .  Petersburg, 
i n  accordance wi th  t he  Emir 's d e s i r e s ,  1 needed (according t o  con- 
temporary European diplomatic  custom) a  l e t t e r  from the  E m i r  t o  the 
Tsar  and from the  Viz ie r  t o  t he  Minis te r  of Foreign A f f a i r s  which 
would se rve  as  confirmation of what I had promised. I then would 
receive a  copy of these  documents. 

Concerning t he  h o s t i l e  a t t a c k  on t he  Embassy I t o l d  the  
Viz ie r  t h a t  I considered i t  q u i t e  improbable t h a t  t h e  Khivans would 
dare t o  s t op  an envoy of t he  Russian Emperor and i f  t h e r e  was any 
doubt about t h i s  then I would t h r ea t en  them "with a  considerable 
number of m i l i t a r y  detachments f o r  any h o s t i l e  p lans  they might 
have". Our t roops ,  of course,  were s t a t i o n e d  on t he  Syr Darya 
l i ne .  There was no d i r e c t  evidence from my s i d e ,  but  on the 
bae is  of rumors which were being spread i n  Khiva, Bukhara and on 
the  Kirghiz s teppe ,  t he  Khivans and Turkmen were going t o  a t tack  
our caravan somewhere on t he  rou te  t o  t he  Syr Darya from Bukhara. 
The Governor General of Orenberg, A.A. Katenin, upon receiving 
news of our  depar ture  from Bukhara, moved a  detachment of two 
companies and two a r t i l l e r y  p ieces  with 100 Coseacks under t he  
command of Colonel Chernaiev (Mikhail Gr igor iev ich ,  my former 
comrade a t  t he  Mi l i t a ry  Academy of t he  General S t a f f )  from Fort 



t o  the  r i v e r  Iani-Darya. (6) 

On October 16 I wrote my f a t h e r :  

"I am t ak ing  up t he  pen because of very r e a l  and genuine 
f ee l i ngs  of joy. I rece ived  news t h a t  t h e  E m i r  has  
agreed t o  our  proposal  and t h a t  s i x  days from now I w i l l  
rece ive  my Farewell  audience with t h e  E m i r  and 10 o r  12 
days from now we w i l l  depart  Bukhara f o r  t h e  homeland. 
I f  every th ing  comes out a l l  r i g h t  and God w i l l  g ive us 
t he  s t r e n g t h ,  I hope t o  spend my b i r t hday  wi th  my family 
and wi th  s p e c i a l  luck reach S t .  Pe te rsburg  by New Years 
Day". 

"It would be good t h a t  we w i l l  be re turn ing .  I am ready 
f o r  a  t u r n  f o r  t he  b e t t e r  but  equa l l y  f o r  a  f a i l u r e ,  
too.  There is  t oo  f i n e  a  d i f f e r ence  t o  draw the  l i n e  
between them. L i f e  i s  s o  changeable and capr ic ious  t h a t  
one would go crazy i f  one gave way t o  e i t h e r  happiness 
o r  g r i e f .  It i s  necessary t o  p lace  t he  moral balance i n  
yourself" .  

"Probably by t he  time of our  a r r i v a l  i n  Orenberg Katenin 
w i l l  a l ready  have gone t o  S t .  Pe te rsburg  but  i n  any case 
I do not  in tend  t o  remain i n  Orenberg more than t h r e e  o r  
four  days". 

"After mutually r e s o r t i n g  t o  var ious  t r i c k s ,  i n  s eve ra l  
meetings and through w r i t t e n  comunica t ions  my bus iness  
went smoothly. A l l  our proposals  were accepted and 
John Bul l  would have t o  take  t h i s  new r e l a t i o n s h i p  of 
ours under cons idera t ion .  I f  success  i s  complete then I 
w i l l  have t o  say t h a t  it  i s  because of your prayers ,  
precious pa ren t s ,  because condi t ions  were extremely 
unfavorable e s p e c i a l l y  i n  Khiva. I would have l i ked  t o  
have horse t raded  some more with t h e  E m i r  i f  pos s ib l e  
before my depar ture  but I d id  no t  want t o  change any 
condit ions t h a t  might bind our  government t o  any long 
term agreements. The E m i r  himself suggested t h a t  I send 
some Kirghiz messengers with t he  good news t o  the Syr 
Darya. You w i l l  s e e  t h a t  I have aged by t en  years  but 
home l i f e  w i l l  make me young again. I hope t h a t  they 
w i l l  be s a t i s f i e d  i n  S t .  Pe te rsburg  with what we have 

(6) M.G. Chernaiev (1828-1898) was a  classmate of I g n a t i e v ' s  a t  t h e  
Mi l i ta ry  Academy of t he  General S t a f f .  He fought i n  the  Crimean War 
during t he  defense of Sevastopol and l a t e r  was i n  the  fo r e f ron t  of 
Russian expansion i n t o  Cent ra l  Asia when the  t roops he led  captured 
Tashkent i n  1865. He twice served as  Governor of Turkestan and was 
twice removed. An ardent  Pan-Slavist l i k e  Igna t i ev ,  i n  1876 he 
commanded a  Serbo-Russian army aga ins t  t he  Turks. The n o v e l i s t ,  
1 . V .  Turgenev, however, descr ibed him as "a cheap copy of Garibaldi".  
See David MacKenzie, The L i u n  of Tashkent: The Career of Genera2 
M. G. Chernaiev (Athens, Ga: Univers i ty  of Georgia Press )  , 1974. 



done. A s  God i s  my w i t n e s s  I could n o t  ach ieve  anything 
more i n  t h i s  God-forsaken Asian Khanate.  R e a l l y  I am 
i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  what t h e y  w i l l  s a y  about  me .  My conscience 
s a t i s f i e s  me t h a t  my l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  T s a r  and t h e  Father-  
l and  and d i l i g e n c e  t o  s e r v e  has  n o t  weakened and t h i s  
c o n v i c t i o n  i s  enough f o r  me. I d o n ' t  a s k  any th ing  f o r  
myself and I do n o t  expec t  any th ing .  Only t h a t  they  w i l l  
l e a v e  me a l o n e  and I w i l l  l e t  t h e  env ious  peop le  and t h e  
ill w i s h e r s  judge me a s  they  wish..  . . Good-bye". 

Tokhsab informed me t h a t  t h e  Emir would g r a n t  me a fare-  
w e l l  audience and had a l r e a d y  s e l e c t e d  h i s  Ambassador t o  t r a v e l  with 
us t o  Russia .  I now began s e r i o u s  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  our  journey. We 
had t o  h i r e  camels from a number t h a t  had come from Orenberg, and i t  
was n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r e p a r e  500 can teens  ( sheepsk in  smeared with  l a rd  to  
coun te rac t  t h e  d r a s t i c  change i n  t empera tu re )  f o r  c a r r y i n g  water 
because t h e r e  was n o t  a drop t o  be  found i n  t h e  Kizyl-Kum d e s e r t .  
Also,  I bought warm K i r g h i z  b o o t s ,  l e a t h e r  t r o u s e r s  and sheepskin 
h a t s  f o r  t h e  j u n i o r  members of  t h e  convoy. 

Meanwhile I i n s i s t e d ,  bo th  i n  word and w r i t i n g ,  i n  docu- 
mentary conf i rmat ion  from t h e  Emir of h i s  accep tance  of  our proposals 
concerning t r a d e  and t h e  n a v i g a t i o n  of  our  s h i p s .  Tokhsab t o l d  me he 
d i d  n o t  da re  inform t h e  Emir of my r e q u e s t ,  because h e  considered it 
a s  a l r e a d y  confirmed because i t  was t h e  p e r s o n a l  o r d e r  of t h e  Emir. 
He concluded by h i n t i n g  t h a t  i f  I i n s i s t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  t h e  E m i r  
might t a k e  my r e q u e s t  a s  an example of my l a c k  of  t r u s t  i n  h i s  word. 

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  I d e s i r e d  t o  use  every  measure a t  my disposal  
t o  a c q u i r e  a w r i t t e n  d i p l o m a t i c  document which would conf i rm t h e  con- 
c e s s i o n s  made by t h e  E m i r .  Using v a r i o u s  p r e t e x t s  t o  g e t  a t  t h i s  
p o i n t  on my t h i r d  t r y ,  I p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  wi thou t  t h e  document our 
M i n i s t r y  could n o t  a c t  i n  a r e s p o n s i b l e  manner because t h e  Minis t ry  
would never  know what t h e  E m i r  had promised. I a l s o  asked f o r  
cop ies  of a l l  l e t t e r s  which were s e n t  w i t h  t h e  Bukharan envoy because 
I unders tood t h a t  t h e  Emir would use him t o  g e t  f u r t h e r  concessions 
from Russia .  T h i s  would upse t  my arrangements  and I wanted t o  
r e c e i v e  a c c u r a t e  in fo rmat ion  about  t h e  E m i r ' s  p o s i t i o n s .  

A s  a consequence of my conversa t ion  w i t h  Tokhsab, t h e  Emir 
appointed a s  envoy one of t h e  most r e s p e c t a b l e  of h i s  o f f i c i a l s ,  
Nemadzhin-Khodzha. He handled himself  ve ry  w e l l  w i t h  people.  

I k e p t  i n  mind t h a t  t h e  s l y ,  cunning Nasru l l ah  who had 
agreed i n  my presence t o  t h e  n a v i g a t i o n  of our  s h i p s  on t h e  Amu 
Darya might change h i s  views b e f o r e  t h e  n e x t  yea r .  There fore ,  I 
t o l d  t h e  V i z i e r  t h a t  we would r e t u r n  t h e i r  envoy t o  Russia  on our 
s h i p  v i a  t h e  Ara l  Sea and Amu Darya. The V i z i e r  t a l k e d  t o  t h e  E m i r  
and i n  my presence announced t o  t h e  diplomat t h a t  t h e  Emir gave h i9  
permiss ion f o r  h i s  r e t u r n  from R u s s i a  by wa te r .  I made use of t h i s  
t o  a r range  w i t h  Tokhsab and w i t h  s e v e r a l  of t h e  Bukharan merchants 
f o r  a smal l  assor tment  of goods f o r  a t e s t  run by s h i p  from t h e  for- 
t r e s s  a t  U s t '  on t h e  Amu Darya acroee t h e  Ara l  Sea t o  F o r t  #1 on the  
Syr Darya. Nearby t o  U s t '  Bukharans would c o n s t r u c t  a wharf ,  under 
t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of our  s a i l o r s ,  f o r  load ing  and unloading goods. 



I n  t h e  l a s t  two weeks of o u r  s t a y  t h e  Emir became ex t remely  
courteous and l i s t e n e d  a t t e n t i v e l y  t o  e v e r y t h i n g  we had t o  s a y .  T h i s  
was ou t  of c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  h i s  long  r e i g n  where accord ing  t o  o l d  t imes,  
he would o r d e r  up e x e c u t i o n s ,  t o r t u r e s  and o t h e r  c r u e l t i e s  w i t h o u t  
b a t t i n g  an eye.  He showed g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  us and s e n t  mus ic ians ,  
s i n g e r s ,  n a t i v e  j u g g l e r s  an e n t i r e  puppet t h e a t r e  and f i n a l l y  a  
broken down " e l e c t r i c  machine" t o  keep us from b e i n g  bored.  

On October  30 I addressed  my l a s t  l e t t e r  t o  my f a t h e r  from 
Bukhara: 

"I do n o t  want t o  l e a v e  Bukhara u n t i l  my b u s i n e s s  i s  com- 
p l e t e d .  I must g e t  t h e  Emir ' s  agreement i n  w r i t i n g  t o  
e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  V i z i e r  and I confirmed. I am concerned 
t h a t  t h e  Emir w i l l  renounce some of t h e  agreements I made 
w i t h  t h e  V i z i e r .  I w i l l  n o t  conclude a  Peace  T r e a t y  f o r  
t h e  s imple  r eason  t h a t  mutual  concess ions  cannot  be  g r a n t e d  
h e r e  because  I do n o t  have t h e  power t o  g r a n t  them f o r  
Russia .  But I t h i n k  t h a t  I have p u t  Russ ia  i n  t h e  b e s t  
p o s i t i o n ,  even b e t t e r  t h a n  a  formal  peace  t r e a t y  because  
t h e  advantages  which t h e  Emir g e t s  a r e  much l e s s  t h a n  what 
we would have t o  y i e l d  i f  a  formal  t r e a t y  were signed".  

" In  g e n e r a l  I f e e l  we have made t o o  many concess ions  and 
given up advantages  t o  f o r e i g n e r s  on account  o f  t h e i r  
s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  and t o  do t h i s  f o r  t h e s e  wild-eyed 
C e n t r a l  Asians  because  of our  moral weakness and con- 
descension seems s t u p i d .  I avoided any concess ions  from 
our  s i d e ,  even t h e  ones  agreed t o  i n  S t .  P e t e r s b u r g  b e f o r e  
I l e f t  Russ ia .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  I have t a l k e d  t h e  Bukharans 
ou t  of t h e  concess ions  dec ided  upon by o u r  M i n i s t r y  of 
Foreign A f f a i r s " .  

"On October  2 7  t h e  Emir gave me h i s  Fa rewel l  aud ience  and 
today I r e c e i v e d  f i n a l l y  t h e  o f f i c i a l  papers  t h a t  I had 
reques ted .  I l e a v e  h e r e  accompanying t h e  Bukharan Embassy 
and an E lephan t  which i s  a  p r e s e n t  from t h e  Emir t o  t h e  
Tsa r .  I n  t h e  l a s t  few days of our  v i s i t  we have n o t  on ly  
been given f u l l  freedom b u t  we have become good f r i e n d s  
w i t h  t h e  Emir who h a s  a r ranged  walks  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  v i s i t s  
t o  mosques, madressahs ,  b a z a a r s ,  e t c .  He has  s e n t  me h i s  
a c t o r s ,  j u g g l e r s ,  mus ic ians  and s i n g e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  amuse 
us d u r i n g  t h e  long and b o r i n g  evenings  which I spend 
a lone  i n  my room. We o f t e n  r e c e i v e  smal l  p r e s e n t s .  Once 
i n  t h e  even ing  N a s r u l l a h  gave me an o l d  e l e c t r i c  machine 
which had g o t t e n  i n t o  t h e  cour tya rd .  The Emir asked me 
how i t  could  be  improved. He t a l k e d  about i t  a s  i f  i t  
were a  runaway t a t a r !  Can you imagine how such an eng ine  
e v e r  managed t o  be h e r e  among t h e s e  i g n o r a n t  people .  A t  
t h e  Emir ' s  o r d e r  Tokhsab has  w r i t t e n  you a  l e t t e r  w i t h  
p o l i t e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  me and s e n t  you g i f t s  ( s e v e r a l  robes  
and a  Kashmir s w e a t e r ) .  T h i s  should  g i v e  you some i d e a  
of how I am a p p r e c i a t e d  h e r e .  The b e a r e r  of t h e  g i f t s  
w i l l  be t h e  Bukharan Envoy t o  Russ ia  who w i l l  be t r a v e l -  
l i n g  t o  Russ ia  w i t h  o u r  Embassy. Usual ly  i n  Bukhara t h e  
s t a t u s  of t h e  Envoy t o  Russ ia  has  been a  ve ry  low l e v e l  
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person, some k ind  of l e s s e r  c o u r t i e r .  But on t h i s  
occasion t he  Envoy i s  very wealthy and is  one of t he  
most important o f f i c i a l s  with a long l ineage.  The 
p re sen t s  he is  b r ing ing  t o  you a r e  b e t t e r  than t he  
e a r l i e r  ones. They confirm t h a t  t h e  t reatment  I have 
been rece iv ing  he re  i s  unheard of i n  t h e  annals  of 
r e l a t i o n s  between Bukhara and Europeans. They say  I am 
the  f i r s t  Russian and European t o  have had any i n f lu -  
ence here  because my predecessors  s u r e l y  had none. 
They were t r e a t e d  t h a t  way because of t h e i r  l ack  of w i l l  
power i n  dea l ing  wi th  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  here.  To me it 
was important t h a t  t he  s t a r t  of our  Asian r e l a t i onsh ips  
were l e s s  favorab le  than one would have expected;  s ince  
then events  have warranted my b e l i e f  t h a t  I have done 
every th ing  i n  good conscience t o  f u l f i l l  my duty 
abso lu t e ly  and t h a t  i n  t he se  ba rba r i an  coun t r i e s  I have 
not  t a rn i shed  t h e  d ign i ty  of our esteemed and g rea t  
Fatherland". 

"They t e l l  me t h a t  Butakov is  i r r i t a t e d  wi th  me because 
I d i d  not  want t o  r ea s su re  him t h a t  I would take  a l l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  h i s  imprudence and blunders  and fu l -  
f i l l  h i s  d e s i r e s  f o r  t he  s a t i s f a c t i o n  of h i s  van i ty .  
Under t he  gu ise  of a s tou t -hear ted  s a i l o r  t he  honest man 
is not  fore ign  t o  i n t r i g u e .  He is  very c l eve r  and 
educated but too n a r c i s s i s t i c  and s l y  which a r e  charac- 
t e r i s t i c s  incompatible wi th  t he  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of a 
good and u se fu l  se rvant  of t he  Fa ther land  i n  t h i s  d i s t a n t  
land. Since t he  middle of June he ha sn ' t  w r i t t e n  me a 
l i n e .  I have no rumors, no t  a word, although the  
F l o t i l l a  along wi th  i t s  commander was under my command 
f o r  t he  whole expedi t ion.  I understandably back off  
q u a r r e l l i n g  with him; t h e r e  were many causes. News has 
reached me from Orenberg t h a t  Galkin (Katenin 's  appoint- 
ment t o  t he  Embassy) was assured on t h e  "Perovski i" ,  on 
which he remained through no f a u l t  of mine and aga ins t  
my wishes, t h a t  I i n t e n t i o n a l l y  l e f t  him a t  Khiva. i n  
order  not t o  take  him with me t o  Bukhara. I was for -  
mally ready t o  p r o t e s t  t h i s  ly ing  s lander .  I r eg re t t ed  
Galkin being l e f t  with t he  F l o t i l l a  probably more than 
he because t h i s  can only a f f e c t  my r e l a t i o n s  with 
Katenin adversely;  t he  f a c t  t h a t  h i s  appointee t o  t he  
Embassy was absent .  Of course,  I would have received 
accura te  and d e t a i l e d  information from Galkin about what 
was going on a t  t he  d e l t a  of t he  Amu Darya between 
Butakov and t h e  Khivans had he been re turned  t o  t he  
Embassy. I confess t h a t  these never-ending i n t r i g u e s  
and personal  complications have a f f ec t ed  me very 
negat ively".  

"October 31 I hope t o  depart  and c ross  i n  good shape t he  
Kizyl-Kum dese r t .  God r u l e s  above us. The mercy of t he  
most high w i l l  guard t i1 the  end. We w i l l  soon be with 
youtg. 



C H A P T E R  V 

HOMEWARD BOUND 

(The Ara l  Sea F l o t i l l a  played no r o l e  i n  t h e  r e t u r n  t r e k  
t o  Russia. The Embassy moved no r th  across  d e s e r t s  t o  t he  e a s t  of 
the Aral Sea. Upon reaching  t h e  Syr Darya t he  Embassy followed t h e  
r i ve r  t o  t he  Aral  Sea where on November 23 they reached For t  #1 
(Kazalinsk) . Igna t  i e v  i n  a harrowing adventure through wintry 
gales and b l i z z a r d s  a r r i ved  i n  Orenberg on December 6. Less than 
three  weeks l a t e r  he  was i n  S t .  Pe te rsburg) .  

Ea r ly  i n  t h e  morning of October 31 we prayed and e a r n e s t l y  
thanked t he  Almighty f o r  t h e  end of our sojourn and l e f t  town. The 
E m i r  wanted me t o  leave Bukhara r i d i n g  an elephant  which was h i s  
g i f t  t o  t he  Tsar .  When I came ou t ,  t h e  mahout forced him t o  bend 
h i s  f ron t  l egs  a t  t he  knee and u t t e r  a deafening roa r  of g ree t ing .  
On the  march I avoided t he  elephant  as  much as  pos s ib l e ,  f o r  he 
insp i red  panic  i n  t he  h e a r t s  of a l l  t he  horses  f o r  a long time. 
Every time he saw me, he would s c a t t e r  our  l i ve s tock  a l l  over t h e  
steppe. I a l s o  found it very uncomfortable t o  r i d e  t he  elephant  i n  
a m i l i t a r y  uniform wi th  a helmet on my head. Therefore,  I dec l ined  
the  proposal of t he  E m i r ,  and promised him t h a t  I would t r y  it 
again near  t he  e x i t  of t he  town. 

We were convoyed from town and through the  populated part* 
of Bukhara accompanied by an Honor Guard. Without s topping,  we went 
north t o  t he  Bukanskie Mountain8 and t o  t he  sands of t he  Kizyl-Kum, 
along t he  usual  caravan rou t e ,  which l ed  t o  For t  M .  I i m e d i a t e l y  
dispatched a messenger t o  Governor General Katenin with t he  request  
t o  cancel t he  depar ture  of t he  detachment which was t o  meet us a t  
the  f r o n t i e r .  I f e l t  t he  o u t f i t t i n g  f o r  such a venture was too 
exorb i tan t  and s i n c e  i t  was eo l a t e  i n  t he  year  bad weather would be 
a r e a l  f a c t o r .  F i n a l l y  I f e l t  t he  c lo se r  we got t o  t he  Syr Darya 
l i n e  t he  more secure our  pos i t i on  would become. 

The elephant  caused grea t  confusion. When he approached 
the  camels they began t o  fuse  and t e a r  a t  t h e i r  leashes.  The i r  



yawing caused packs t o  be s p i l l e d  and being j o s t l e d ,  they began a 
fur ious  howling. But a f t e r  s e v e r a l  days t h i s  panic  ceased and from 
then on t h e  camels could cope wi th  t h e  e lephant .  

During t h e  journey we l i s t e n e d  t o  t he  former Russian 
p r i sone r s  t e l l  t he  t a l e  of t h e i r  pa s t  l i f e .  It was extremely inter-  
e s t i n g  and provided curious information about Bukhara. They also 
gave very d e s c r i p t i v e  accounts of t he  var ious  p laces  we were passing. 
Several  had been s t a t i o n e d  ou t s ide  of Bukhara, and gave us detai led 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  on a r ea s  where no Russian o f f i c i a l  could ever  go. This 
ma te r i a l  was recorded and turned  over  t o  t h e  A s i a t i c  Department and 
t he  General S t a f f  f o r  f u r t h e r  s tudy.  

I t  took us two days t o  reach Kagatan and we were accom- 
panied by Bukharan o f f i c i a l s .  On November 1, we were given a holiday 
i n  my honor and t he  Kirghiz  d id  a Skachka more wi ld  than t he  l a s t  
one. From the  time of our  a r r i v a l  i n  t he  populated v a l l e y  of the  
Zarevshan r i v e r ,  u n t i l  November 2 we were s t i l l  on Bukharan s o i l .  
The o f f i c i a l s  were extremely a t t e n t i v e  t o  our needs during t h i s  
period. 

The Bukharan Envoy met us on November 3 a t  bivouac time. 
Nemedzhin Khodzha had done diplomatic  a c t i v i t y  i n  Khiva and Kabul 
and had accomplished var ious  t a s k s  i n  Gissar ,  Meiman and t he  
Chardzhoi province. He was he ld  i n  high esteem by t he  E m i r  and was 
of noble o r ig in .  I found him t o  be i n t e l l i g e n t ,  of unusual respect- 
a b i l i t y ,  very courteous and of good charac te r .  From him, we learned 
a l o t  about the  r e l a t i o n s  between t he  Cen t r a l  Asian Khanates, 
var ious l o c a l  a r e a s ,  how t o  reach them, and how the  Bukharans view 
the  o ther  Khanates i n  general .  I advised t he  Di rec tor  of t he  
A s i a t i c  Department t h a t  he would make reques t s  s i m i l a r  t o  those of 
t he  former Envoy a t  t he  time of t h e  Coronation (1856), namely, 
lowering t he  t a r i f f  f o r  Bukharan imports ,  permanent shops a t  the  
Nizhnii-Novgorod F a i r ,  and t h e  r i g h t  of t he  E m i r  t o  ass ign  the  shops 
t o  the  various merchants. 

I suggested t h a t  Nemedzhin (and l a t e r  made i t  an order) 
decrease t he  s i z e  of h i s  r e t i nue .  When they crossed i n t o  Russia we 
would have t o  foo t  a l l  t he  b i l l e  and I remembered how expensive past 
embassies had been because t h e  Bukharans would inc lude  everyone they 
could i f  poss ib le .  Anyway, a l l  of them were s p i e s ,  and 1 permitted 
only f i f t e e n  people inc lud ing  t h e  Envoy and h i s  s e rvan t s  t o  make the 
t r ek .  

When we were approaching t h e  Bukanskie M t s .  on November 109 
we met a Kirghiz  messenger who had been sen t  from Fort  #I by Katenin 
who s t a t e d  t h a t  contrary t o  my request  they were sending a detachment 
of 250 men with two f i e l d  guns and two machine gun detachments. 'i'he 
detachment was t o  meet us a t  t he  I a n i  Darya not  a t  t he  ~ u k a n s k i e  Mts. 

On November 12 I wrote my f a the r :  

"They have sen t  an Honor Guard t o  chaperone us from 
Bukhara t o  the  nor th .  Un t i l  yesterday (Nov. 11) t he  
weather had been c l e a r  and unusually p leasan t .  
Yesterday it got very cold suddenly and f r o s t  f e l l .  



Tomorrow we go ou t  on t h e  sands  and we have t o  c r o s s  t h e  
d e s e r t  wi thou t  w a t e r  f o r  t h r e e  days. When we were i n  
Bukhara I c o l l e c t e d  s e v e r a l  hundred wate r  bags (can teens  
of sheepskin smeared w i t h  l a r d )  s o  t h a t  I hope we w i l l  
have no problems w i t h  wa te r .  On t h e  t r a c e  from Bukhara 
we have a l r e a d y  made two marches through a r e a s  wi thou t  
water .  The r e t u r n  t r i p  i s  much more f a t i g u i n g  t h a n  I 
imagined. I hope t o  a r r i v e  a t  F o r t  #1 by November 25 
and r e s t  up n o  more t h a n  t h r e e  days b e f o r e  going on. 
There has  been more f u s s  w i t h  t h e  Embassy t r a v e l l e r s  t h a n  
wi th  t h e  e n t i r e  caravan and convoy. The c o u n t l e s s  numbers 
of t h e  Miss ion,  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  of e lements ;  s o  many 
of them a r e  j u s t  n o t  accustomed t o  undergoing t h e s e  hard- 
s h i p s .  They a r e  n o t  used t o  t h e  d e p r i v a t i o n s .  I n  o r d e r  
t o  t r y  ou t  a l l  modes of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and forward move- 
ment I am t r a v e l l i n g  on an e l e p h a n t .  The h o r s e s  have n o t  
accepted t h e  e l e p h a n t  and a r e  t e r r i f i e d  i n  i t s  presence.  
Every t ime t h e  e l e p h a n t  approaches me he makes a  low bow 
and g r e e t s  me w i t h  h i s  t runk .  The e l e p h a n t  has  become 
accustomed t o  e v e r y t h i n g  and recogn izes  me from a f a r " .  

"I s t r o n g l y  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  Cormnander of  t h e  Syr  Darya l i n e  
n o t  t o  send a  detachment t o  meet us  s i n c e  it was unneces- 
s a r y .  My r e q u e s t  was n o t  f u l f i l l e d  and today I r e c e i v e d  
news about t h e  a r r i v a l  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  Kizyl-Kum 
of a  l a r g e  s t e p p e  f o r c e  of 250 men w i t h  a u x i l i a r y  s u p p o r t .  
I am r e a l l y  s o r r y  f o r  t h e s e  poor peop le  because t h e  
weather w i l l  be bad and c o n d i t i o n s  n o t  f a v o r a b l e  f o r  them. 
My s u p p l i e s  were s o  abundant t h a t  I had l e f t  over  a t  
l e a s t  s i x  boxes of f u l l  p r o v i s i o n s .  (1) 

A s  we were l e a v i n g  t h e  Bukharan t e r r i t o r y  Ki rgh iz  nomads 
were s i g h t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  Syr  Darya. They were a f r a i d  
of t h e  Khivans and t h e  Kokand b r i g a n d s  who had come ou t  from 
Tashkent and plundered one of  our  a u l s .  We were i n  d i f f i c u l t y  
because the  camel d r i v e r s  were a f r a i d  t o  go on t h e  ass igned  r o u t e  
and we had n o t  seen water .  A f t e r  24 days ,  t h e  camels i n s t i n c t i v e l y  
f e l t  t h a t  an e x i t  from t h e  d e s e r t  was a t  hand and t h a t  wa te r  must be 
nearby. Without any encouragement from t h e  camel d r i v e r s  t h e y  began 
t o  p ick  up t h e  pace. The camels and t h e  horses  appeared h a p p i e r ,  
r a i s e d  t h e i r  heads and seemed t o  s m e l l  t h e  mois t  evapora t ion  of t h e  
f a r  o f f  I a n i  Darya. But when we descended a  g e n t l e  h i l l o c k  and a  
s i l v e r  band of wa te r  appeared,  no one could hold back t h e  animals .  
They h u r r i e d  a s  i f  i n  a  r a c e  and l e a p t  a l l  over  each o t h e r  t o  reach  
the promised land. 

About two m i l e s  from t h e  I a n i  Darya I met t h e  Commander of 
the  detachment,  Chernaiev,.who was Deputy Commander of t h e  Syr  Darya 
l i n e  and bivouacked n e a r  t h e  detachment. An unusual f e e l i n g  

(1) I bought t h e s e  p r o v i s i o n s  on my own money t o  make up f o r  t h e  
u n s a t i e f a c t o r y  s u p p l i e s  g o t t e n  i n  Orenberg. When I a r r i v e d  a t  
Fort  #I I had f i v e  months s u p p l i e s  l e f t  and I gave t h i s  t o  t h e  
Treasury a t  F o r t  #I. 



possessed us when we f i r s t  heard t h e  s o l d i e r s '  s ing ing  i n  t he  dis- 
tance.  We f e l t  r i g h t  a t  home, ou t s ide  of any danger of As ia t ic  
t reachery .  Wishing t o  gain some p o l i t i c a l  advantage f o r  t h i s  sense- 
l e s s  rendezvous, I forced  t h e  ques t ion  i n  f r o n t  of t he  Asiat ics  just 
where our  f r o n t i e r  wi th  Khiva, Bukhara and Kokand lay.  As soon as 
we a r r i ved  a t  t h e  bivouac I i n v i t e d  t h e  Bukharan Envoy t o  my tent 
and congra tu la ted  him on h i s  a r r i v a l  on Russian s o i l .  I entertained 
him and then conducted him on a t o u r  of t h e  detachment, showing him 
our  i n f a n t r y  and a r t i l l e r y  and exp l a in ing  t o  him t h i s  was the  Border 
Guard which s e rves  a s  an Honor Guard on t he  demarcation l i n e  s e t  by 
t he  I a n i  Darya. 

Nemedzhin-Khodzha (and t he  Emir) considered t he  f ron t ie r  
t o  be t h e  Syr Darya. He was extremely su rp r i s ed  but I explained t o  
him i n  d e t a i l  t h a t  t he  grandiose designs of t he  Khivans a r e  based on 
nothing,  and t h a t  t h e  presence of our  detachment showed t h a t  we were 
i n  con t ro l  of t h e  t e r r i t o r y .  I n  o rde r  t o  convince him of the  sound- 
nees of my explana t ions  I began, i n  t h e  next  few days, t o  question 
i n  h i s  presence Kirghiz  whom we would meet on t h e  way as t o  whether 
they were Russian o r  Khivan c i t i z e n s .  A l l  answered t h a t  they were 
Russian and always had been. I t o l d  t he  Bukharan Envoy t h a t  we 
could announce a j o i n t  c laim over t h e  Kizyl-Kum dese r t  because some 
of our Kirghiz  roamed t h e r e  i n  t h e  w in t e r  but  t h a t  we preferred a 
clear-cut  demarcation l i n e  l i k e  t he  I a n i  Darya. Nemedzhin-Khodzha 
was d i s tu rbed  by t h e  news of t h i s  new Russian boundary and sent  a 
messenger t o  car ry  t h i s  bad news t o  t h e  E m i r .  

We learned from t h e  Kirghiz  about t he  d i sorders  and c i v i l  
s t r i f e  which occurred a f t e r  our depar ture  from the  Khivan Khanate. 
Kungrad had f a l l e n .  To me the  s i t u a t i o n  confirmed the  s t up id i t y  of 
concluding a t r e a t y  with Khiva. I hastened t o  inform the  Director 
of t he  A s i a t i c  Department about t he  s t a t e  of a f f a i r s  i n  Khiva and 
pointed out  t h a t  i t  was doubtful  t h a t  t h e  Khan would send an Envoy 
t o  Russia. Because of t he  extreme weakness of t he  Khivan Khanate, 
our proposal  f o r  sending a s h i p  and a barge up t he  Amu Darya next 
sp r ing  t o  Bukhara would probably meet wi th  l e s s  opposi t ion.  

When we approached For t  #l, t h e  Syr Darya was covered with 
a c r u s t  of i c e  and we had much work t o  do i n  o rde r  t o  f e r ry  the  
elephant  t o  t he  oppos i te  shore.  The i n t e l l i g e n t  animal had become 
the  f a v o r i t e  of my convoy and Chernaiev's detachment. He volun- 
t e e r ed  t o  p u l l  a s tuck  c a r t  and once dragged a cannon, c lever ly  put- 
t i n g  h i s  trunk under the  ax le  of t he  gun ca r r i age  and pushing it 
i n t o  the  o the r  movable p a r t  of t he  assembly. Stepping war i ly  on the 
t h i n  i c e  and f e e l i n g  i n s t i n c t i v e l y  t h a t  i t  wasn't  s t r ong  enough, the 
elephant  began t o  roa r  and abrupt ly  turned back and refused t o  crose 
again. I t  was necessary t o  lay  s t raw and wai t  u n t i l  the  i c e  got 
s t r ong  enough, then t he  elephant  f i n a l l y  obeyed h i s  keeper and 
crossed t o  the  r i g h t  bank of t he  r i v e r .  Because of a very cold 
win te r  and v io l en t  snow s t o m  we l e f t  t he  elephant  a t  Fort  1 1  un t i l  
spr ing ,  along wi th  t he  two Argamaka which had been sen t  t o  the  Tsar 
from the  Khivan Khan. 

A t  For t  m t he  Bukharan Envoy inspected t he  steamer, 
"Perovskii". We agreed t h a t  next year  before  h i s  r e tu rn  t o  Bukhara 
he would warn the  Khivans about the  naviga t ion  of our two ships on 



the Amu Darya t o  t h e  f o r t  a t  U s t ' .  

A s  soon a s  I a r r i v e d  a t  F o r t  #l on November 23, t h e  
Commandant handed me enve lopes  i n  my name from S t .  P e t e r s b u r g .  I n  
one of t h e s e ,  our  Embassy was o r d e r e d  t o  proceed under  convoy t o  
Orenberg v i a  t h e  f o r t  a t  Orsk.  I r e c e i v e d  p e r s o n a l  o r d e r s  t o  t u r n  
over my command t o  K i u l e v e i n  because  I was t o  speed home t o  S t .  
Petersburg f o r  a  s p e c i a l  ass ignment  t o  China. You j u s t  c a n ' t  imagine 
what a  s t a r t l i n g  impress ion  t h i s  made on me, hav ing  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  o u t  
of the hands of t h e  Khivans and Bukharans. The though t  o f  a  new 
burdensome t r e k  a c r o s s  t h e  whole o f  S i b e r i a  t o  t h e  Empire of t h e  Son 
of Heaven was s t a g g e r i n g .  I n  s p i t e  of t h e  u n c e r t a i n t y  I f a c e d  i n  
th is  new and p robab ly  ex tended  d e p a r t u r e  from t h e  Homeland, I b o l d l y  
accepted t h e  o r d e r  and was f u l l y  p r e p a r e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e  T s a r  w i t h  
strong conv ic t ion .  

I gave a  f a r e w e l l  d i n n e r  f o r  a l l  my t r a v e l l e r s  and o f f i c e r s  
of the  convoy where I gave awards f o r  m e r i t o r i o u s  s e r v i c e  on t h e  
t r ip .  I r e t u r n e d  25,000 r u b l e s  ( h a r d  cash)  t o  t h e  Commandant o f  F o r t  
#1 and gave 14,000 r u b l e s  t o  K i u l e v e i n  t o  complete t h e  journey from 
Fort #l t o  Orenberg.  We o r i g i n a l l y  s t a r t e d  w i t h  67,000 r u b l e s .  

I bought a  t e n t ,  f i v e  camels w i t h  s u p p l i e s  and h i r e d  two 
Kirghiz and one Cossack a s  gu ides  f o r  t h e  t r e k  t o  Orenberg.  General  
Zalesov, who was h u r r y i n g  home t o  s e e  h i s  new b r i d e  (he  had m a r r i e d  
just  be fo re  we l e f t  S t .  P e t e r s b u r g )  , my v a l e t  on t h e  t r i p ,  Skachkov 
and my cook came w i t h  us on h i r e d  h o r s e s  and a  s l e i g h .  We began an 
extremely hazardous  journey f o r  t h a t  t ime of t h e  y e a r .  There  were 
no roads ,  and snow was everywhere.  The t r i p  through t h e  Kara-Kum 
desert  was n o t  t o o  bad a l though  c o l d  and windy; b u t  upon l e a v i n g  t h e  
deser t  f o r  t h e  s t e p p e  t h e  c o l d  became i n t e n s e  and t e r r i b l e  snow 
storms (Burmy)  u s u a l l y  h i t  us toward evening.  Once, o u r  K i r g h i z  
d r ive r  who walked b e s i d e  t h e  c a r t  complete ly  d i sappeared  from s i g h t ,  
and d e s p i t e  o u r  s h o u t s ,  got  l o s t  and was never  seen  aga in .  The 
other Ki rgh iz  i n  t h i s  same s to rm s l i p p e d  o f f  h i s  camel t o  look f o r  a  
path,  d i sappeared ,  and most l i k e l y  f r o z e  t o  dea th .  We crawled over  
deepening d r i f t s ,  b u t  i t  was g e t t i n g  dark  and we were exhausted.  

For 24 hours  we had n o t  e a t e n ;  t h e  camels and h o r s e s  were 
frozen and could  h a r d l y  move t h e i r  l e g s .  I t  became imposs ib le  t o  
f ind  our  way and wi thou t  o u r  d r i v e r  i t  seemed i n c o n c e i v a b l e  we would 
survive .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I c a l l e d  f o r  a  h a l t  and a t t empted  t o  b o i l  some 
t ea .  We got t h e  f i r e  going,  b u t  our  hands were s o  f r o z e n  we had t o  
kick t h e  k e t t l e  i n t o  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  f i r e .  I had wanted t o  make use 
of a  keg of rum b u t  i t  had t u r n e d  i n t o  a  l a r g e  chunk of i c e .  
Never the less ,  we d i d  g e t  t o  d r i n k  a  cup of snowy t e a  which seemed 
t a s t y  and wholesome. Then our  l i t t l e  b o n f i r e  went o u t  and we were 
l e f t  i n  complete da rkness  w i t h  t h e  never  ending howling and w h i s t l i n g  
of t h e  h u r r i c a n e - l i k e  winds.  We remained h e r e  18 h o u r s ,  s o  covered 
with snow t h a t  i t  was imposs ib le  t o  move. I t r i e d  t o  ge t  t h e  l i f e  
fo rce  back i n t o  t h e  t r a v e l l e r s ,  encouraging them w i t h  words and 
jokes,  and h i t t i n g  them on t h e  hands and l e g s  t o  keep t h e  blood mov- 
ing whi le   reve en tin^ them from f a l l i n g  a s l e e p .  There  were moments 
when I thought  t h a t  no  m a t t e r  what I d i d ,  it would be  i n  v a i n  and we 
would never  g e t  o u t  of t h i s  a l i v e .  



Skachkov had h i c c u p s  and was a l r e a d y  s o  s t i f f  t h a t  I could 
h a r d l y  keep him a l i v e .  One o f  t h e  two remain ing  K i r g h i z  was cow 
p l e t e l y  f r o z e n .  F i n a l l y  t h e  B u r m  began t o  l e t  up and we began t o  
look around. V i l l a g e r s  from a  nomad a u l  n o t i c e d  s i g n s  of our pres- 
ence  and a f t e r  a  s h o r t  t ime  h e l p e d  us d i g  o u t  of t h e  snow. By even- 
i n g  we had made it t o  t h e  Ura l  F o r t  and t h e  good Commandant was 
s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  we were a l i v e .  He knew from e x p e r i e n c e  how t o  handle 
people  w i t h  f r o s t b i t e  and d i d  n o t  l e t  us  e a t  f o r  s e v e r a l  hours.  

From t h e  Ura l  F o r t  we con t inued  t h e  journey  on a  change of 
h o r s e s  on a  m a i l  r o u t e  t o  t h e  Orsk F o r t  and t h e n  d i r e c t l y  t o  
Orenberg.  Snow s to rms  and b l i z z a r d s  pursued  u s ,  b u t  none were of the 
i n t e n s i t y  of t h e  s to rm b e f o r e  t h e  Ura l  F o r t .  I a r r i v e d  i n  Orenberg 
December 6 ,  my Name Day, about  1 0  p.m., and s t i l l  i n  my t r a v e l l e r ' s  
a t t i r e  appeared a t  t h e  home of Governor Genera l  Ka ten in  where there  
was a  meet ing.  From rumors c i r c u l a t i n g  on t h e  s t e p p e ,  Katenin  
thought  I had p e r i s h e d  d u r i n g  an a t t a c k  by a  band of Turkmen on the 
caravan.  A t  any r a t e ,  he  cou ld  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  I had reached 
Orenberg s o  s p e e d i l y  from Bukhara and upon s e e i n g  me d ressed  l i k e  
some A s i a t i c ,  he  began t o  c r o s s  h imse l f  a s  i f  I had come from some 
o t h e r  p l a n e t .  He became v e r y  embarrassed when he recognized me and 
hea rd  t h a t  a s  soon a s  I had g iven  him my r e p o r t  I would be o f f  t o  
S t .  P e t e r s b u r g .  Ka ten in  wanted me t o  w a i t  i n  Orenberg and then go 
w i t h  me t o  S t .  P e t e r s b u r g  i n  s e v e r a l  days.  I d i d  a g r e e  t o  delay one 
day t o  d i s c u s s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  khana tes .  

I l e f t  Orenberg and reached  Moscow v e r y  q u i c k l y  over the  
m a i l  r o u t e .  From t h e r e ,  I took  t h e  t r a i n  t o  S t .  P e t e r s b u r g  and 
a r r i v e d  by Chris tmas.  My a r r i v a l  was complete ly  unexpected par t icu-  
l a r l y  i n  l i g h t  of K a t e n i n ' s  r e p o r t  s t a t i n g  t h a t  I had p e r i s h e d  on 
t h e  s t e p p e  a t  t h e  hands of t h e  w i l d  Turkmen. When I b u r s t  i n t o  my 
f a t h e r ' s  s t u d y  and found him d r i n k i n g  t e a ,  he  became s o  a g i t a t e d  
t h a t  he  began t o  make t h e  s i g n  of t h e  c r o s s  from a f a r  a s  i f  he were 
b e i n g  pursued by a  ghos t .  

A f t e r  J a n u a r y  15,  1859, I n o  l o n g e r  occupied myself with 
t h e  a f f a i r s  of C e n t r a l  A s i a  and focused  on t h e  F a r  E a s t .  Af te r  a  
d i f f i c u l t  w i n t e r  t r i p ,  Kiu leve in  a r r i v e d  i n  Orenberg and turned Over 
e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  was i n  h i s  c o w a n d  i n c l u d i n g  my papers  and se rvan t .  
They a r r i v e d  i n  Moscow j u s t  p r i o r  t o  my d e p a r t u r e  t o  S i b e r i a  and 
reached S t .  P e t e r s b u r g  a f t e r  my d e p a r t u r e .  

Regard less  of f i n a l  r e s u l t s ,  h i s t o r y  w i l l  r e c o r d  t h a t  i n  
1858 a  handfu l  of Russians  i n  s p i t e  of v a r i o u s  o b s t a c l e s ,  misunder- 
s t a n d i n g s  and c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  made a  t r e k  t o  Khiva and Bukhara and 
r e t u r n e d  v i a  t h e  Syr  Darya, p rov ing  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a  summer c a w  
paign t o  Khiva over  t h e  same r o u t e  s e l e c t e d  by P e r o v s k i i  i n  1839. 
We r e t u r n e d  w i t h  a  knowledge of t h e  h i t h e r t o  i n a c c e s s i b l e  Amu DarYa; 
completed a  broad su rvey  and c o l l e c t e d  in fo rmat ion  about  the  a rea ;  
ga ined  knowledge of t h e  ne ighbour ing  k h a n a t e s ;  r e p a i d  according t o  
t h e  T s a r ' s  o r d e r ,  t h e  Emir of Bukhara and t h e  Khan of Khiva, f o r  
v i s i t s  t h e i r  e m i s s a r i e s  had made e a r l i e r  t o  Russ ia ;  l i b e r a t e d  Russian 
c i t i z e n s  p rov ing  t o  t h e  K i r g h i z  and our  f r o n t i e r  s e t t l e r s  t h a t  
n e i t h e r  t h e  E m i r ,  no r  t h e  Khan cou ld  h i d e  our  d e f e c t o r s  and d e s e r t e r s  
n o r  h o l d  our  countrymen who were s o l d  i n t o  s l a v e r y .  



The Embassy completed i t s  t a s k  i n  t he  s h o r t e s t  pos s ib l e  
time and got away wi th  a  modicum of expenditures .  We were even ab l e  
t o  r e tu rn  funds t o  t he  Minis t ry  of Foreign A f f a i r s  and t h e  Off ice  of 
the Orenberg Governor General. The chief  underlying r e s u l t  of our 
Mission t o  Cent ra l  Asia  i n  1858 was t h a t  i t  l i f t e d  t he  fog h id ing  
the khanates from t h e  eyes of t h e  Russian government, which apprecia- 
ted and recognized t h e  t r u e  va lue  of "diplomatic  r e l a t i o n s "  wi th  
Khiva and Bukhara. Information gleaned by our Mission and t he  
honest de s t ruc t i on  of former " i l l u s i o n s "  regarding t he  khanates 
ca l led  f o r  a  sharp  s h i f t  i n  t he  cha rac t e r  of our r e l a t i o n s  with t he se  
treacherous and pe r f i d ious  neighbors .  

The Tsar  i n  t he  most f l a t t e r i n g  way apprec ia ted  our a c t i v i -  
t i e s  i n  Cent ra l  Asia i n  1858. He wrote on t he  summary of t he  t r i p  
which I had drawn up f o r  t he  Ministry of Foreign A f f a i r s ,  "I read 
t h i s  with grea t  c u r i o s i t y  and s a t i s f a c t i o n .  We must do j u s t i c e  t o  
Major General I g n a t i e v  i n  t h a t  he ac ted  c l eve r ly  and i n t e l l i g e n t l y  
and achieved more than we could have expected". 



C H A P T E R  V I  

CONCLUSION 

What d id  I g n a t i e v ' s  Embassy t o  Khiva and Bukhara accom- 
p l i sh?  He proved t h a t  a  summer campaign v i a  t he  s teppe,  deser t  and 
Amu Darya was pos s ib l e ;  t h i s  made up f o r  Pe rovsk i i ' s  f a i l u r e  i n  
1839. The Embassy gained enormous knowledge of t h e  Amu Darya for  a  
length of 360 mi les  through h i t h e r t o  unknown t e r r i t o r y .  The 
knowledge of pe r iphe ra l  a r ea s  was gleaned by Igna t i ev  making future 
m i l i t a r y  opera t ions  l e s s  hazardous. Some Russian pr i soners  were 
re leased  but  not  a s  many a s  had been thought might be there.  But 
t he  r e l e a s e  of t he  Russian p r i sone r s  had an impact on t he  nomads who 
could s e e  t h a t  t h e  balance of power was t i l t i n g  i n  Russia 's  favor 
i n  t he  f r o n t i e r  a reas .  V i s i t s  t o  Russia  by Bukharan and Khivan 
emissar ies  had been repa id .  Russia  was n o t  t r i c k e d  i n t o  making any 
major concessions. Of course,  no formal t r e a t i e s  were signed but 
Russian commercial r ep re sen t a t i ve s  were t o  be s t a t i o n e d  i n  Bukhara 
a s  wel l  a s  a  caravan-sarai  which helped i n  i nc r ea s ing  t rade .  The 
main r e s u l t  of t he  mission was simply s t a t e d  by Igna t iev :  

"The Embassy completed i t s  t a sk  i n  t he  s h o r t e s t  poss ib le  
time and got away wi th  a  modicum of expenditures .  We 
were ab l e  t o  r e tu rn  funds t o  t he  Minis t ry  of Foreign 
Af fa i r s  and t h e  Of f i ce  of t h e  Orenberg Governor General. 
However, t he  chief  r e s u l t  of our Mission t o  Cent ra l  Asia 
i n  1858 was t h a t  it l i f t e d  t he  fog  h id ing  t h e  Khanates 
from t h e  eyes of t h e  Russian government who f i n a l l y  
apprec ia ted  and recognized t he  t r u e  value of "diplomatic 
r e l a t i ons"  with Khiva and Bukhara. I n f  onnation gleaned 
by our  Mission and t he  honest de s t ruc t i on  of t he  former 
" i l l u s ion"  we had of t he  Khanates c a l l e d  f o r  a  sharp 
s h i f t  i n  t he  charac te r  of our r e l a t i o n s  wi th  these  
t reacherous and pe r f i d ious  neighbors.  Our voyage had 
provided a  more complete understanding and ana ly s i s  of 
the  b a s i s  of t he  Khan's power s o  t h a t  we may dea l  more 
a s t u t e l y  and c o r r e c t l y  wi th  it i n  t he  fu ture" .  (1) 

I gna t i ev  was genuinely proud t h a t  he had completed the 
t r e k  i n  t he  s h o r t e s t  pos s ib l e  time and had so  f r u g a l l y  administered 
the  Embaesy t h a t  he re turned  funds t o  t he  government. The Tsar con- 
g r a tu l a t ed  him and h i s  c a r ee r  as  a  T s a r i s t  diplomat was launched in  
a major way. 



General Zalesov who accompanied t he  Embassy and was a  c lose  
confident of I g n a t i e v ' s  gave an i n t e r e s t i n g  c r i t i q u e  of t he  Mission 
t o  Khiva and Bukhara. These remarks were made i n  1895 j u s t  p r i o r  t o  
the publ ica t ion  of t h e  memoirs. 

"I read wi th  grea t  i n t e r e s t  your "Notes" and i n  f r o n t  of 
me has r i s e n  a  p i c t u r e  of our  wanderings. Turning t o  
t he  d e t a i l s  I w i l l  permit myself t o  remark: 

1. Having brought out t h e  persona l  and r e a l  charac- 
t e r i s t i c s  of Katenin and Butakov it would fol low,  t h a t  
you would depic t  Kovalevski i ,  about whom we discussed 
cease l e s s  ly .  

2 .  For a  cha rac t e r i za t i on  of t h e  Khivan Khan and 
Bukharan E m i r  i t  would be important t o  remark on t h e  
following: t h e  Khan accepted t h e  organ and a l l  day long 
ordered h i s  Minis te r  t o  p lay  i t ,  and having played,  
requested t h e  Head of t h e  Mission t o  send f o r  someone t o  
f i x  i t .  One of our s o l d i e r s ,  a  blacksmith,  came t o  f i x  
it.  Then t he  Khan o f f e r ed  him t o  s t a y  on as  Minis te r  
but t he  s o l d i e r  wouldn't! The E m i r ,  i n  h i s  t u r n ,  took a  
grea t  i n t e r e s t  i n  a  rubber cushion which had been one of 
the  presen ts  bestowed on him by our Embassy and he con- 
t i n u a l l y  forced  one of h i s  m in i s t e r s  t o  dance a  j i g  on 
i t .  The Minis te r  took g r e a t  comfort when f i n a l l y  a l l  
t he  a i r  went out of t h e  cushion and he could r e t i r e  from 
dancing". 

"Your 'Notes' unquestionably a r e  of h i s t o r i c a l  value.  
I n  them one can r e f r e s h  one 's  memory completely about 
t he  a c t i v i t i e s  of t he  Embassy. For t h i s  l a t t e r  goal it 
i s  necessary t o  give a  sketch of Kovalevskii  and a l s o  t o  
po in t  out  what diplomatic  nego t i a t i ons  meant t o  t h e  Khan 
and E m i r .  To t he  l a t t e r  they meant nothing.  The account 
of t he  blacksmith and t h e  cushion gives t he  most poignant 
example of t he  kind of people with whom the  Ministry of 
Foreign Af fa i r s  was deal ing.  The Ministry thought 
nego t i a t i ons  could be c a r r i e d  out i n  European fashion.  
Generally speaking I found your de sc r ip t i ons  complete, 
j u s t  and i n t e r e s t i ng" .  

I g n a t i e v ' s  Embassy t o  Khiva and Bukhara must be placed i n  
h i s t o r i c a l  perspec t ive .  I n  t he  mechanics of i n t e rven t ion  i n  t he  
short  run t he  r e s u l t s  of t h i s  t r e k  were no t  s i g n i f i c a n t .  I n  t he  
f i r s t  p lace  a f t e r  I g n a t i e v ' s  r e t u r n  Governor-General Katenin of 
Orenberg Province showed l i t t l e  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  take t he  i n i t i a t i v e  
i n  s e i z ing  lands i n  Khiva and Bukhara immediately. He was j u s t  as  
aggressively i nc l i ned  as  Igna t i ev  but f e l t  t h a t  t he  ba t t leground 
should not  be t he  Amu Darya ly ing  t o  t he  south of t h e  Aral  Sea but 
r a the r  he f e l t  Russia should extend i t s e l f  along t he  Syr Darya ea s t -  
ward where it a l ready  had a  s t r i n g  of f o r t s  e s t ab l i shed .  The idea  
of jo in ing  the  Russian advance along t he  Syr Darya with Russian 
forces  f a r t h e r  t o  t he  e a s t  (Alma-Ata) seemed much the  more p r a c t i c a l  
means of enhancing Russian power i n  Cent ra l  Asia. The main t a r g e t  of 
Katenin's plans was t he  c i t y  of Tashkent which lay t o  t he  e a s t  of 





the Aral Sea. 

The information gleaned by I g n a t i e v  about Bukhara and Khiva 
came a t  a  t ime when Katenin and o t h e r s  had a l ready  made up t h e i r  
minds t h a t  t h e  Syr Darya expansion was t he  number one p r i o r i t y  f o r  
the Russian Empire. Imagine h i s  cons te rna t ion  when I g n a t i e v  threw 
off t h i s  i dea  with h i s  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  pene t r a t i on  of t he  Amu Darya 
should be t he  most important cons idera t ion .  I g n a t i e v ' s  p lan  of 
opening up t he  Amu Darya i n  1859 and even l a t e r  seemed ill advised 
t o  Katenin. Thus he helped v e t o  t he  ploy of having t h e  Bukharan 
Ambassador r e t u r n  t o  Bukhara by Russian steamer from For t  #1;(2)  i f  
t h i s  voyage had been c a r r i e d  out  Russia  would have gained a  tremen- 
dous economic advantage because r i v e r i n e  access  from Bukhara f o r  
t rade  no r th  i n t o  Russ ia  was non-exis tent  before  t h e  advent of t he  
"Perovskii". Also t h i s  economic o r i e n t a t i o n  c a r r i e d  out  by Russian 
ships  would have severe ly  damaged B r i t a i n ' s  a t tempts  t o  o r i e n t  
Bukharan t r a d e  south  t o  Afghanistan and Ind ia .  

I g n a t i e v  always had t he  e a r  of t he  Tsar  and h i s  f i n a l  
report  should have persuaded t h e  higher  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  ca r ry  through 
h i s  ideas  regard ing  t he  Amu Darya. One o the r  po in t  should be 
s t r e s sed .  I g n a t i e v  i n s i s t e d  on t he  cons t ruc t ion  of a  Russian f o r t  
i n  t he  d e l t a  of t he  Amu Darya. La t e r  t h i s  would be accomplished. 

Katenin and t he  m i l i t a r y  t r y i n g  t o  keep t h e i r  hands i n  
both a reas  d id  send Chernaiev t o  Kungrad i n  1859 t o  take  advantage of 
the i n t ru s ion  of t h e  Turkmen Sul tan  i n t o  t he  a f f a i r s  of Khiva. This  
was no t  a  major invasion but r a t h e r  a  kind of reconnaissance. 
Captain Butakov and h i s  Aral  Sea F l o t i l l a  b r i e f l y  re turned  t o  t h e  
Amu Darya. The poin t  i s  a f t e r  1858 Russ ia ' s  prime concern was t h e  
extension of t he  f o r t s  along t he  Syr Darya and t he  "c los ing  of t h e  
l ines" .  When t h i s  had been concluded i n  1865 Russian forces  rever ted  
t o  the  aggressive p o l i c i e s  along t he  Amu Darya. Within a  few years  
both Kiva and Bukhara became p ro t ec to r a t e s  of t he  Russian Empire 
a f t e r  cos t l y  m i l i t a r y  campaigns. 

I n  eva lua t i ng  t he  long term s ign i f i c ance  of Igna t i ev ' s  
Embassy one i s  overcome by a d i s t i n c t  f e e l i n g  of des t iny .  For t he  
f i r s t  time i n  Russian h i s t o r y  t he  Tsar  gained sound knowledge of a  
mi l i t a ry  and p o l i t i c a l  na ture  concerning t he  khanates .  The Tsar  
looked on Igna t i ev  as a  son. He av id ly  read h i s  d i spa tches  and 
i n s i s t e d  t h a t  I gna t i ev ' s  f a t h e r  read him h i s  son ' s  personal  l e t t e r s  
from Cent ra l  Asia. In  t h i s  way the  h ighes t  o f f i c i a l  i n  Russia got 
an ex t raord inary  d e t a i l e d  educat ion on t he  khanates.  No o the r  
European ( e spec i a l l y  English)  head of s t a t e  was as wel l  versed i n  
Central  Asia as he. 

The T s a r ' s  pa t e rna l  i n t e r e s t  i n  Igna t iev  i rked  Katenin no 
end. He f e l t  he lp l e s s  because t he r e  was no way f o r  him t o  get  h i s  
point of view across  as  long as  Igna t i ev  was around. Katenin wot~ld 
be vindicated because i n  1859 Igna t i ev  was s en t  t o  China and even 
though he returned t o  head t he  A s i a t i c  Department of t he  Ministry of 
Foreign Af fa i r s  18 months l a t e r  the  wheels were already i n  motion t o  
make t he  "c los ing  of the  l ines"  t he  chief p r i o r i t y .  

Once t he  d i e  was ca s t  t he  whole argument concerning 



Russian expansion i n t o  Cen t r a l  Asia  was academic. Both r i ve r s  f l o w  
i n g  i n t o  t he  Aral  Sea came under t h e  c o n t r o l  of t he  Russian Empire. 
Does i t  r e a l l y  ma t t e r  whether temporar i ly  Igna t i ev ' s  plan was 
e c l i p s e d  by another  one? Within 15 yea r s  both r i v e r s  and the  
khanates  on them l o s t  t h e i r  independence and were no longer societies 
c losed t o  Russians. 

Economically t he  takeover  by Russia  meant t h a t  the  t a r i f f  
ques t ion  had ended on favorab le  terms f o r  Russian merchants. It 
gave Russian Chr i s t i an  merchants e q u a l i t y  wi th  Moslem merchants in 
t he  khanates .  The khanates  became wi th  some small  exceptions just 
another  province of t he  Russian Empire. It a l s o  meant t h a t  Britain 
would have t o  r e th ink  h e r  p r i o r i t i e s  about he r  economic i n t e r e s t s  i n  
t he  khanates .  

I n  t he  long run wi th  t h e i r  independence snuffed out St .  
Pe te rsburg  i n h e r i t e d  a  huge new populat ion of Moslems. Before the 
conquest of Cent ra l  Asia  Moslem8 i n  t he  Russian Empire ex is ted  in  
t he  Caucasus and along t he  banks of t h e  Volga t o  Kazan. Now, how- 
eve r ,  t h e i r  numbers were doubled. Thus Russian fore ign  pol icy would 
have t o  take  t h i s  f a c t  i n t o  cons idera t ion  when dea l ing  with the 
Middle E a s t .  

I n  t he  20th century i n  Cen t r a l  Asia as  t he  economy was 
modernized and transformed by t he  i n d u s t r i a l  revolu t ion  t he  area of 
t he  khanates which would inc lude  t h e  Uzbek Republic today has become 
a model f o r  t he  Moslem coun t r i e s  of t he  world. Could Moslem socie- 
t i e s  break with feudal ism,  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  p a s t ,  and emancipate them- 
se lves?  Comnunism under t he  guidance of Moscow provided one answer. 

Today Moscow needs t o  con t ro l  a  very r e s t i v e  Moslem popu- 
l a t i o n  and make sure  f o r  Cent ra l  Asians t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no a l te rna t ive  
t o  Moscow's leadersh ip .  This  i s  t he  reason f o r  t he  extermination of 
Afghan independence. Although Afghanistan was almost 90% a Soviet 
s a t e l l i t e  before  1978 i t  s t i l l  he ld  a  western o r i en t ed  i n t e l l i gen t -  
s i a  which was a  thorn t o  Russian adminis t ra tors .  To Central  Asian 
Moslems holed up i n  t he  USSR Afghanistan proved t h e r e  could be an 
a l t e r n a t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  system f o r  Moslem peoples who wanted t o  trane- 
form t h e i r  s o c i e t i e s  from feudalism t o  a  modern i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  s ta te .  

The Soviet  invasion of Afghanistan of December, 1979 wae 
supposed t o  end whatever f a c t i o n a l  oppos i t ion  t he r e  was t o  a  Russian 
dominated Administrat ion i n  Kabul. Like Shamil i n  t h e  1850s the 
renegade Moslem f a n a t i c  who def ied  t he  Russian Empire f o r  years in 
the Caucasus s o  t he  Afghan r e b e l s  hope t o  prove t o  t he  world there 
can be an a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  Moscow's au tho r i t y .  

The Russian preoccupation wi th  Cent ra l  Asia as an object  
of imperial ism i n  t he  modem sense must be seen as s t a r t i n g  from 
Igna t i ev ' s  Embassy t o  Khiva and Bukhara i n  1858. For p o l i t i c a l  pur- 
poses i t  i s  so  important t o  educate  t he  pub l i c  about t he  s i g n i f i -  
cance of an a r ea  o r  region which hae s t r a t e g i c  value. The Lewis and 
Clark Expedit ion t o  t he  American northwest educated Americans on the 
e a s t  coast  about t he  enormous p o t e n t i a l  of t he  Columbia River 
va l l ey .  



Before I g n a t i e v ' s  v i s i t  Russians had a s  much o r  a s  l i t t l e  
knowledge of Cent ra l  Asia  a s  western Europeans. Ce r t a in ly  no o the r  
European country s en t  so  impressive a  group of picked s p e c i a l i s t s  
(disregarding t he  d i l e t t a n t e s )  who were knowledgable about t he  cul- 
ture ,  h i s t o r y ,  economics of Cen t r a l  Asia;  even an astronomer was 
included. No o the r  European government showed such i n t ense  curios-  
i t y  about t h e  a rea .  The B r i t i s h  government f e l t  i t  must p r o t e c t  t h e  
r ight  of f r e e  t r a d e  f o r  i t s  c i t i z e n s  i n  Cen t r a l  Asia. However, 
there was no concern on t he  p a r t  of London about t r y i n g  t o  under- 
stand t he  h i s t o r y  o r  c u l t u r e  of t h e  a rea .  The khanates  were too 
i so la ted  and t oo  i nacces s ib l e  f o r  t h e  Engl i sh  t o  have any kind of 
ser ious c u l t u r a l  o r  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t  o t h e r  than economic. I f  they 
had been ab le  t o  get  steamships on t h e  Amu o r  Syr Darya t h e  s i t u a -  
t ion  would have been d i f f e r e n t .  The Aral  Sea and t he  r i v e r s  empty- 
ing i n t o  it were waters  c losed t o  a l l  na t i ons  but  Russia.  

Af t e r  1858 Russian pub l i c  o f f i c i a l s  from t h e  Tsar  down a s  
well as t he  genera l  reading pub l i c  were much b e t t e r  informed about 
the khanates.  It was c l e a r  Russia  s tood t o  ga in  enormous economic 
advantages from a  takeover of Cent ra l  Asia. I g n a t i e v  was respon- 
s i b l e  f o r  changing Russian a t t i t u d e s  about t he  a rea .  There can be 
no doubt t h a t  h i s  success  can be p a r t i a l l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  h i s  high 
connections. A l ad  of 26 could hard ly  be taken s e r i o u s l y  f o r  such a  
pro jec t  by seasoned, toughened f r o n t i e r  f i g h t e r s  l i k e  Katenin and 
Butakov i f  t he  i nd iv idua l  d id  no t  have massive backing from the  top. 

There i s  another q u a l i t y  about Igna t i ev  and t h a t  is h i s  
u t t e r  g a l l .  He refused t o  be in t imida ted  and knew exac t l y  how t o  
make a  show of fo r ce  a t  t he  c r i t i c a l  time. He was f e a r l e s s  because 
he knew t h a t  with a  snap of h i s  f i n g e r s  he could get  immediate 
Russian m i l i t a r y  i n t e rven t ion .  No previous Russian mission t o  
Central  Asia had t h a t  kind of au tho r i t y .  The e a r l i e r  ones were 
organized from a  much lower l eve l  i n  the  bureaucracy. I gna t i ev  
i n su l t ed  t he  khans which must have been a  novel experience f o r  them 
and he got away wi th  i t .  It has been s a i d  t h a t  I g n a t i e v  was t he  
f i r s t  person e i t h e r  Khan ever  met whom he had t o  dea l  with on a  
ba s i s  of equa l i t y .  

I gna t i ev  as  an Ambassador t o  Cent ra l  Asia has a  p o s i t i o n  
i n  world h i s t o r y .  He i s  Russ ia ' s  example of t he  European 
Impe r i a l i s t  among the  na t i ve s  of t he  under developed world. He 
opened up the  backward, i nacces s ib l e ,  i s o l a t e d  khanates t he  same way 
t h a t  Commodore Per ry  opened Japan i n  1854. Per ry  brought t he  west 
and modernization t o  Japan. More than t h a t  he showed the  Japanese 
t ha t  time was running out  f o r  them i f  they wanted t o  survive.  The 
Japanese who were l i v i n g  i n  a  closed soc i e ty  i n  the  1850s accepted 
t he  chal lenge,  o r  p u t t i n g  i t  more b l u n t l y  saw the  hand w r i t i n g  on 
the  wal l  and transformed t h e i r  whole na t i on  from feudalism t o  a  
modem s t a t e .  However, t o  t he  r u l e r s  of Khiva and Bukhara moderni- 
za t ion  was too  g i an t  a  s t ep .  They were not up t o  i t .  I n  t h i s  
analogy one t h i n g  i s  c l e a r  I gna t i ev  and Per ry  both were v i s i t i n g  
closed s o c i e t i e s  and they came from more advanced count r ies .  

Lord Curzon i n  I n d i a ,  t he  Vice-Roy, would have been appre- 
c i a t ed  by Igna t i ev  as  would Cec i l  Rhodes but t he  l a t t e r  was much 
more of an en t r ep reneu r i a l  type. Apparently Igna t i ev  had no 
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d e s i r e  f o r  r i c h e s  f o r  h imse l f ;  a l l  he wanted was c r e d i b i l i t y  and 
p l a u d i t s  from t h e  Tsa r ,  t h a t  he had "served t h e  s t a t e "  well.  

I g n a t i e v  had enemies, of course. He was an extremely vain 
person. He f i t  t he  mold of an aggress ive  diplomat who was motivated 
by a  cause. Pan-Slavism was h i s  bag. He was no e g a l i t a r i a n  but a  
Russian who s t a t e d  over and over t h a t  t h e  n a t i v e s  were i n f e r i o r  and 
white  C h r i s t i a n  Europeans were supe r io r .  Fu r the r  he  f e l t  tha t  
Russians were supe r io r  t o  o t h e r  Europeans because of t h e i r  f a i t h  in 
God a d  t h e  Tsar .  I g n a t i e v  r e a l l y  be l ieved  and t h a t  was why in  la te r  
years  a s  we l l  a s  i n  Cen t r a l  Asia  he was s o  cock su re  of himself and 
one who was convinced t h a t  Russia  was de s t i ned  t o  r u l e  t he  world. 
H i s  s t r i d e n t  Anglophobia could never  be concealed. Without England 
Russia would r u l e  t h e  world. 

There can be no doubt t h a t  t he  mid 19th century was the hay 
day of I m p e r i a l i s t s  l i k e  Igna t i ev .  I f  he had l i v e d  i n  S t a l i n ' s  
Russia i t  i s  doubt fu l  i f  he would have wielded such enormous 
au tho r i t y  i n  fo r e ign  a f f a i r s  o r  have had t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  make 
dec is ions  on h i s  own. 

In  many ways I g n a t i e v  was a  d i l e t t a n t e .  His fast idiousness  
was overbearing and he o f t e n  got  completely c a r r i e d  away with 
d e t a i l s .  We can excuse some of t he se  t r a i t s  on h i s  callow youth. 
However, he d id  have t h e  knack of w r i t i n g  and he c l eve r ly  sa id  what 
should be s a i d  i n  order  t o  thwart h i s  enemies whom he f e l t  were plot- 
t i n g  t o  s lander  him i n  S t .  Pe te rsburg  when he re turned  t o  Russia. 
Without t he  T s a r ' s  backing he would have been nothing.  Igna t iev  per- 
ceived an enemy under every bush i n  t h e  Court i n  S t .  Petersburg.  

I g n a t i e v ' s  boundless energy and h i s  f a n a t i c a l  devotion t o  
God and t he  au toc ra t  made him be l i eve  t h a t  no mat te r  what the  hard- 
sh ip  he would have t he  s t r e n g t h  of cha rac t e r  t o  achieve h i s  goal. He 
was t he  r i g h t  choice t o  lead  t he  Embassy through the  de se r t s  of 
Cen t r a l  Asia t o  Khiva and Bukhara. 

Such e t e r n a l  Russian types have e x i s t e d  throughout the 
ages. I n  t he  19th cen tury  i n  I g n a t i e v ' s  case t he  t h e s i s  was t o  
expand Russian con t ro l  over Cent ra l  Asia. This  a c t  would help remove 
t he  stigma of the  defea t  i n  the  Crimean War. Af te r  1856 Russia was 
i n  a  very weakened p o s i t i o n  vis-a-vis  Europe but  Asia was easy pick- 
ings f o r  any European t r a i n e d  army. Igna t i ev  who had pa r t i c ipa t ed  
i n  the  Trea ty  of P a r i s  which had ended t he  Crimean War took t h i s  as 
h i s  goal ,  too.  Who could have been more of a  s t a r r y  eyed be l iever  
than t h i s  26 year  o l d  who put " s e rv i ce  t o  t he  s t a t e "  as  t he  highest 
goal of an ind iv idua l .  

I n  S t a l i n ' s  Russia a  person with ~ g n a t i e v ' s  z e a l  would have 
found o u t l e t s  as an economic planner  i n  t he  Five Year P lans ;  these 
zea lo t s  were at tempting t o  t ransform the  economic system by con- 
s t r u c t i n g  huge i n d u s t r i a l  p r o j e c t s  i n  t he  Urals and S ibe r i a .  
C m u n i s m  i s  t he  economic and s o c i a l  r e l i g i o n ,  t he  f a i t h ,  of 20th 
century Russia.  The f a n a t i c a l  Communist and Igna t i ev  have something 
i n  common. Both d e s i r e  t o  "serve the s t a t e "  whether i t  was Tsar  or  
Chairman. No matter  the  f a i t h  was "Mother Russia". 



FOOTNOTES - CHAPTER V I  

1. I g n a t i e v ,  N.P., Missiia v Khivu i Bukharu v 1858 godu. S.P. 1897 
pp. 274-5. 

2,"The Bukharan Envoy d i d n ' t  g e t  even w i t h  me, s i n c e  I have gone t o  
Peking, b u t  r a t h e r  w i t h  o u r  Fore ign  M i n i s t e r  and e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  
Kova levsk i i  whom Nedmedzhin-Kohdzha i n  my p r e s e n c e  t o  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  about  r e t u r n i n g  t o  Bukhara on t h e  s t eamer  answered i n  a  
p o s i t i v e  f a s h i o n .  Ka ten in ,  accord ing  t o  t h e  words of our  i n t e r -  
p r e t e r ,  B a t a r s h i n ,  h e a r d  t h e  same response  and f i n a l l y  a t  a  
t r iumphant  aud ience  w i t h  t h e  T s a r  he  s t a t e d  t h a t  'w i thou t  f a i l '  
he  would r e t u r n  t o  Bukhara by s t eamer .  When he  g o t  t o  Orenberg 
a f t e r  t h e  Envoy r e t u r n e d  from S t .  P e t e r s b u r g  no  one knew how t o  
f o r c e  him t o  keep h i s  promise and f u l f i l l  t h e  program a s  he  had 
agreed l a s t  y e a r .  E i t h e r  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  weren ' t  concerned enough 
o r  simply t h e y  d i d  n o t  want t o  complete t h e  program which I had 
drawn up and which t h e  M i n i s t e r  of Fore ign  A f f a i r s  ( b e f o r e  my 
depar tu re )  had thought  s o  much o f .  Thus p r a c t i c a l l y  speak ing  
t h e  Embassy of Nedmedzhin-Khodzha was a  f a i l u r e .  Governor 
General  Ka ten in  wanted t o  prove t h a t  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  g e t  
h i s  approva l ,  a l o n e ,  a s  Chief of t h e  r e g i o n  and h e  a l o n e  would 
give  t h e  o r d e r s  f o r  C e n t r a l  Asia .  He a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  my 
Embassy t o  Khiva and Bukhara had n o t  brought  t h e  d e s i r e d  r e s u l t s .  
He wanted t o  expend more money f o r  t h e  l e n g t h e n i n g  and s t r e n g t h -  
e n i n g  of t h e  S y r  Darya l i n e  w h i l e  n e g l e c t i n g  t h e  Amu Darya. 
Unfor tuna te ly ,  t h i s  u s u a l l y  happens! And from an i n f l a t e d  ego 
what could  one e x p e c t ?  A l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  we had c o l l e c t e d  i n  
C e n t r a l  As ia  passed  i n e v i t a b l y  through h i s  hands.  He w i l l  
r e a l i z e  h i s  own g o a l ,  l o s i n g  s i g h t  of t h e  f a c t ,  t h a t  I can n o t  
be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  ca lami tous  s i t u a t i o n  s i n c e  t h e  T s a r  h a s  
s e n t  me t o  China. I n  As ia  and everywhere tomorrow's p o l i t i c s  
does n o t  o f t e n  resemble  t o d a y ' s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  ach ieve  f a v o r a b l e  
and s o l i d  r e s u l t s  one must p e r s i s t e n t l y  pursue  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  and 
consequent ly  accord ing  t o  a  w e l l  thought  ou t  and accep ted  p l a n .  
To change something because  of a  p e r s o n a l  f a n t a s y ,  o r  v iewpoin t ,  
i s  ve ry  harmful  t o  t h e  Government. With us ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  s o  
much depends on t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  of t h e  Government o f f i c i a l  
invo lved  and t h e  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of him t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  
who do have power". 
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